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WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Farmers
Market’s 2025 season will start Saturday
and will continue through October.

Shelley Gallamore, vice president of the
Waukesha Downtown Business Associa-
tion, said there many new exciting things
coming to the market, including more
than 30 new vendors. 

“A lot of our daily vendors that came a
couple times last year are back as full-sea-
son vendors this year. That is exciting,”
Gallamore said. 

Visitors will see many new things such
as a coffee roaster, sourdough bagels, a
winery, new food trucks, and pastries.

“Just lots of different new things are
coming,” she said. 

The biggest new attraction will be the
20-foot-by-10-foot family entertainment
tent. Each week will offer entertainment
for families specifically geared toward
children ages 4-10. 

“We have a variety of different non-
profits, community partners and busi-
nesses that will be hosting each week.
Everything from the Waukesha Public
Library to Tosa Block Party that brings
Legos and does a big Lego party,” she
said. There will also be several churches
and dance centers participating in the
tent.  

“We have a sponsorship from Trilogy
Health Group and they are our primary
sponsor for that,” Gallamore said. 

The WDBA understands that there are
many children who come with their fami-
lies to the farmers market. 

“We think this will be a favorite and a
good draw for our attendees,” Gallamore
said. 

The music tent will return to the
market as well.

Making the market more
accessible

Waukesha Downtown Business Associa-
tion President Chris Janet previously said
last year that seating was one of the top
requests they get from patrons year in
and year out.  

Additional picnic tables have been
added for two different seating areas this
year instead of one.

“We have a few more staff and are uti-

lizing our staff very strategically to assist
our vendors. We really built out our job
descriptions and homed in on how our
staff can best serve,” she said. 

Staff will be able to monitor handicap
parking more closely. They are setting up
a pick up/drop off for people who have
large purchases. A visitor can leave the
item at the drop off area and get their car
to pick it up. Also, there are new wagon
rentals for people who need a way to
carry items. 

There will be a new check in loyalty
program using an app called “Stamp me.”
It’s a loyalty card app for many different
industries. It will allow people to easily

check into the Farmers Market. It also
allows the market to offer more incen-
tives. If someone checks in a certain
amount of times they receive a gift certifi-
cate to the market. 

Speaking of gift certificates, in the past
they only had $5 gift certificates. People
really liked those and now they will be
offered $5, $10, $20 amounts. 

Connect Chiropractic is returning as
the primary sponsor. 

“The sponsorship really helps us with
staffing and being able to provide these
things,” Gallamore said.   

The market runs weekly from 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday at 125 W. St. Paul Ave.
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Biography
Who: Rico Camacho
What: Alderman, District 15
Age: 40 
Work experience: Educator
Education: UW Whitewater Alum-
ni and Alverno College (public
relations & marketing, Educational
Administration and Professional
Development Master’s, License to
Master’s teaching license, current-
ly in grad school to earn princi-
pal’s license)
Family: Three kids, Freddy, Niko
and Marianna

WAUKESHA — Rico Camacho
takes to heart the notion that
many people are informed on
national politics, yet unaware of
the government that significantly
impacts their everyday lives at
the local, county, and state level.
While being a lifelong Waukesha
resident, he admits he didn’t even
realize who his alderman was
since moving to District 15 six
years ago. Now as the new Dis-
trict 15 alderman, his goal is to
involve more residents and tax-
payers in discussions about the
community. The Freeman asked
Rico questions about what is hap-
pening in Waukesha, his leader-
ship skills and some fun ques-
tions to get to know him.

Here are his responses: 

The FREEMAN: What do you
hope to contribute to Wauke-
sha serving as alderman?

RICO CAMACHO: I aim to fos-
ter the ongoing growth and devel-
opment of our community by
envisioning and setting the path
towards a more bright future. My
goal is to attract more families
while encouraging current resi-
dents to establish their roots,
build careers, and thrive here in
Waukesha. I aspire for a city that
prioritizes its residents, values
their voices when they have ques-
tions or concerns, and ensures an
effective, efficient local govern-
ment ready to address those
needs rapidly.

FREEMAN: What types of
initiatives or plans are hap-
pening in Waukesha?

CAMACHO: Currently, our city
is actively engaged in rebuilding
and upgrading its infrastructure
across various areas, including
Hartwell and Broadway as well as
Sunset and Highway 59. New
housing projects have been
recently approved, with construc-
tion set to begin soon — and
many more are expected to follow
suit. On a private level, the
Waukesha Farmers Market and
Friday Night Live are unveiling
numerous new features, opportu-
nities, and entertainment options
for families and residents at their
events — I highly encourage
everyone to visit these popular
attractions to experience all the
exciting developments firsthand.

FREEMAN: What made you
run for office?

CAMACHO: As a social studies
and government teacher at vari-
ous schools such as Mukwonago,
West Allis, and Waukesha South,
I am excited to begin a new chap-
ter this fall at Catholic Memorial.
Throughout my career in educa-
tion, I’ve noticed a recurring
theme: many people are informed
on national politics, yet unaware
of the government that signifi-

cantly impacts their everyday
lives — local, county, and state.
Having lived in Waukesha all my
life — specifically district 15 for
over six years — I realized that
even I didn’t know who my alder-
man was. This realization partly
motivated me to run for office
with the aim of changing that
dynamic by involving more resi-
dents and taxpayers in meaning-
ful discussions about our commu-
nity’s future. My goal is to help
establish a fully responsive and
representative government here
in Waukesha where everyone has
a voice, and everyone uses it. 

FREEMAN: What is a typical
day like for you?

CAMACHO: On a typical day,
I’m waking up early and heading
to the gym with my kids at 4 a.m.,
then driving my kids (Freddy,
Niko and Marianna) to school,
and then getting to work at West
Allis Central, myself. After teach-

ing for 8 hours, I’m usually run-
ning my kids to practice, games,
the gym, dance or tumbling.
Then, we’ll grab dinner from
somewhere local downtown, and
relax the rest of the night with
Netflix.

FREEMAN: How would you
describe your leadership
skills?

CAMACHO: I prioritize listen-
ing before leading, as I value
everyone’s input and recognize
the unique perspectives each per-
son brings to a conversation. My
approach begins with gathering
thoughts and feelings from all
involved. From there, instead of
solely managing everything
myself and delivering solutions
afterwards, I engage others in the
process towards finding resolu-
tions together. This way, everyone
becomes an active participant in
shaping our future rather than
just being consulted. I’m a swift,

rapid and enthusiastic worker,
who doesn’t let time go to waste
— and when tasked with a
responsibility, I strive for comple-
tion, and quality, as soon as possi-
ble. 

FREEMAN: What is the best
advice you were given?

CAMACHO: The best advice
I’ve ever been given was, follow
your passion to the best of your
ability, without the expectation of
an outcome. When I heard this, I
personally took it to mean —
don’t choose a pathway based on
what you’ll get out of it at com-
pletion, choose a pathway based
on what you’ll get out of it, while
you’re doing it. I believe every
single one of us has the ability,
and strength to make ourselves
anything we can think of — and
you should always follow your
passion, something that makes
you excited, and hopeful for the
future. 

Get to know ...

Rico Camacho

My greatest achievement:
Becoming a father 

My favorite book:
“The Four Agreements”
by Don Miguel Ruiz

My favorite podcast: “Feronus”
Podcast

My favorite childhood memory:
Watching Marcelino Pan y Vino
with my grandmother on
Christmas

The person I most admire:
My late grandmother, and late
best friend, Luis Matus

The food I like best: Protein
shakes

My favorite hobbies: Soccer,
basketball, reading, skiing, playing
guitar, fantasy football, coaching,
theater, events with my kids

My favorite music group: Too
many to name

My favorite vacation spot:
Rome, Italy

On my desk: Pictures of my family

My favorite childhood toy:
Big trampoline

My favorite custard flavor:
Sorbet, gelato

My goals for the year: Finish my
second graduate’s degree, earn
my principal license, be an active
and responsive alderman, and
have a successful first year at
Catholic Memorial (starting in
August)

NEWSMAKER Q&A: Rico Camacho

Camacho discusses engaging the community
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Rico Camacho was elected as District 15 alderman on April 1. Pictured is Marianna Camacho, from Summit View,
front left, Niko Camacho from Waukesha North, back left, Freddy Duarte from Waukesha North, center, Rico
Camacho, back right, and Laila Coy from the Arrowhead School District, right, during the “Sparkle Up Waukesha”
event on Saturday.

New Waukesha alderman shares goals, best advice ever given

Family entertainment tent coming to Waukesha Farmers Market

Freeman File Photo

The Waukesha Farmers Market’s 2025 season will start Saturday and will continue through October.

New and returning
vendors to fill stalls

starting Saturday


