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Landmarks Commission
City of Waukesha
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3. CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY (Check one item in each category)
Type Ownership Status

____ Building _\/ Public _ Occupied

v/ Structure __ Private __ Unoccupied

/. Site __ Other (describe) ___ Preservation work

__ District in Progress

___ Object

Accessible Present Use

_ Yes: Restricted __ Agriculture _ Museum

v Yes: Unrestricted ~ Commercial v~ Park

~ No v~ Educational __ Private Residence
___ Entertainment ___ Religious
__ Government __ Scientific
_ Industrial Transportation
____ Military _ v~ Other: Spvq NG

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

Name
Address

City, State, Zip Code
Telephone Number

If responsible party is other than owner, please provide the same information for
responsible party.
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4. (Continued)

Name Q.{'\{ of [Daukesha PQX‘K‘S’ Recreatione fores )r'\m{l Demurbiment

Address | 100 A\/ioc\'l'mq Dyive,
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ZipCode @»Kcsha/ WT 5315

Telephone Number _2/,2- 524 - 37 37

5. DESCRIPTION (Check one item in each category)

Condition - State - Site
Excellent v~ Deteriorated __ Unaltered v Original Site
v Altered -

In the space provided below describe in detail the present and original (if known) physical
appearance. Unique details or unusual features should be noted. Attach photographs that clearly
reveal the major points covered in the description.



6. PROVIDE A SKETCH MAP, drawn to scale if possible, showing locational details of the
subject with respect to the lot on which it is located and to the immediate surrounding

area.




7. SIGNIFICANCE

Period Areas of Significance—Check And Justify Below

__ Prehistoric ~ Archeology-Prehisotirc Landscape Architecture
_1400-1499  Archeology-Historic Law
_1500-1599  Agriculture Literature
__1600-1699  Architecture Medicine
~1700-1799 At Military/Police
~_ 1800-1899 __\/ Commerce Music
_/ 1900-1999 _ Communications Philosophy
____2000- ___ Community Planning Politics/Government

___ Conservation/Historic Preservation Religion

___ Economics/Finances Science

___ Education Sculpture

____ Engineering Social Humanitarian

v~ Exploration/Settlement Theater

____ Industry/Construction Transportation

____ Invention Other (Specify)
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In the space provided below, provide an explanation of and justification for the significance attached to
the subject as noted above.
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8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Use a standard bibliographical listing to
note specific sources consulted in preparing this form, especially items S & 7.)
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met with suc-

177 - daughter, The
- late Waukesha

- Griswold record-
_ed in the Wau-

~ publication,
- after Isabelle’s

- Buchner mar-

+ ried two more

. times, both end-

- ing in divorce.
That, said Gris-

— s sy ATAUWD

ore of the
Buchner poo

s summer winds down, the

end of the outdoor swim-

ming season is at hand. It's
easy to take municipal swimming
pools for granted, but one of them
has an interesting history. The
Buchner pool in Waukesha was
named for an early settler who do-
nated the land for the pool and the
park surrounding it.

Born in Bavaria in 1835, Johi
Paul Buchner came to the United
States with his family when he
was 5 years old. The Buchners
eventually settled on a farm in
New Berlin. Lured by tales of

~ . gold, John joined the gold rush to

the West in
1851. For
more than
five years, he
mined in the
vicinity of
Sacramento, -
where he

CLOSE T¢ HOME

cess.

In 1857, he
returned
home and
bought his
father’s
165-acre
farm. He
married Delia Snyder that year and,
before her death in 1867, they had
three children. Buchner was ac-
tive in civic affairs, serving as the
County Board supervisor from
New Berlin, )

In the same year that his first
wife died, Buchner re-married.
Isabelle Hoag of Waukesha was his
second wife;

~ LORAYNE
SR

himself in the community, serving
as a street commissioner and as
an alderman. He also engaged in a
number of successful real estate
dealings and in 1879 built the im-
posing Cream City brick home
that still stands at 609 E. Broad-
way. Large bay windows, porches
with pillars, elongated windows
symmetrically arranged, tall dec-
orative chimneys and ornamental
roof brackets under the eaves
characterized the home,

Throughout the years, the home
has been changed with several ad-
ditions. The current owner is
sandblasting the exterior bricks
to return them to their original
cream color. Many years ago, the
home was converted to a multi-
family dwelling.

In 1915, Buchner willed 5 acres
of land bounded by four streets —
Oakland, Racine, Greenfield and
Broadway — to the city with the
stipulation that it be used as a
park with a children’s play-
ground, Further, the city was to
pay $500 for the property, settle a
mortgage for $1,500 and improve
the entire plot, which included a
mineral spring, In addition, the

-city was to hold a children’s festi-

val in the park in Buchner's mem-
ory on the second Saturday of
June each year,

Buchner died in 1923, By 1928,
the city had built the first muniei-
pal swimming pool in the park. It
is still called the Buchner pool. In
the early years, part of the pool
was bordered by sand. An elabo-

rate fountain sprayed skyward in

the children’s pool. All summer
long, people

they had one

County histo-
rian Willard S,

kesha County
Historical Socie-
ty's quarterly
Landmark, that

death in 1893,

* wold, “greatly depleted his re-

- sources.” Griswold also assumed

 that his reduced financial state

may have been the reason that
none of his four children, who did
not live out their lives in Wauke-
sha, were named in his will.

When Buchner moved to Wau-

v‘;ikesha in 1877, he again involved

MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL. ., ,

John Paul cnr,

gathered there.
Even if they
didn’t go in
swimming,
they lined up
along the out-
side the chain
link fence -
watching those
inside.
Buchner do-
nated the resi-
due of his es-
tate, between
$700 and $800,
to the Wauke-
e sha Public Li-
1835-1923.  brary to pur-
chase
children’s books. Although his
own children were not mentioned
in his will, the children of Wauke-
sha still benefit from his thought-
fulness. :

Lorayne Ritt can be reached at (262)
542-6797. Her fax number is (262)
650-0275, :
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Buchner Spring lies locked beneath a metal cover in Buchner Park.

All citizens are welcome to secure supplies of spring
water free at Buchner’s Park on Broadway. There is an
abundance for all who may desire to supply themselves.

Buchner Park received an extensive facelift in 1937 and

became the home of the city’s first swimming pool and ten-
nis courts. Buchner’s Spring was given a fresh lining of
limestone, and an iron cover was played over the spring. 1t
still is active and is located to the southeast of the stairs

leading to the pool.

CAPLES SPRING

yron Caples, M. D., established a sanitarium
in Waukesha in 1898. His patients were treat-
% ed for nervous disorders and mental disease.

Byron Caples graduated from Williamette University in
Oregon at age 29. He later attended Rush Medical College
and was appointed assistant director of the Wauwatosa
Sanitarium. When that institution closed, Caples married
Grace Stelle, a Washington, D.C. writer. The couple spent
time touring Europe, studying the sanitariums there.

Caples then opened his own sanitarium in Waukesha. It
was located on forty acres which he leased from Cornelius
A. Sanger, a wealthy farmer. The sanitarium was established
in Sanger’s huge home, which was extensively remodeled.
In 1900, this building was partially burned in a fire as an

addition was being built.

A new building was constructed of fire-proof materials
and opened in October of 1903. The building was lighted by
gas and electricity, and had private telephones, hot water
heat and ventilation in each room.

The building and grounds were bordered by Hartwell
and Racine Avenues, with College Avenue on the south. The
new building was built on the north side of College Avenue.
The spring was located on the extensive grounds of the
institution.

Not much else is known about the springhouse. It was
located in an octagonal structure constructed of concrete. It
was pictured in advertising booklets for the sanitarium and
on post cards.

Some of the land became the site for Catholic Memorial
High School and St. Mary’s Church after Caples’ death in

Caples Spring on the grounds of the Waukesha Springs Sanitarium.

The Great Waukesha Springs Era
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THE JOHN P. BUCHNER SPRING

John Paul Buchner was born on January 3, 1832 in Bavaria, Germany. At age 5,
he and his family left their home for the United States. The journey took six
weeks crossing the ocean in a sailing vessel where all passengers had to provide
their own food. The family settled on a farm that they purchased from the
government in the township of New Berlin, Wisconsin.

When he was of age, John left for the gold rush in California and mined 7 years.
He was so successful that when he returned to New Berlin, he bought a large farm
for himself. In 1857, John married Delia Snyder and had three children before her
death in 1867. Buchner married again to Isabelle Hoag of Waukesha, with whom
he had one daughter born in 1876.

John moved to Waukesha in 1877, involving himself in community affairs and
dealt in real estate. He was always interested in any enterprise which promoted
Waukesha. OnJanuary 6, 1915, Buchner deeded to the city of Waukesha, a five-
acres which contained many trees and a mineral spring. The spring gave Buchner
numerous hours of pleasure watching neighborhood children play by it. The
parcel of land was a perfect children’s playground and it was for this purpose that
the park was gifted.

A condition of Buchner’s donation was that the city was to hold a children’s
festival in the park on the second Saturday of June each year and that flowers be
placed near the entrance to the park in his memory.

Upon his death on March 30, 1923, at age 90, Buchner’s will provided an
additional 3.7 acres to be added to the park. Following Buchner’s death,
development of the park began in 1927.



