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WAUKESHA — The vibe at the
Waukesha Public Library on Tuesday
was a happy one. People munched on
cookies and popcorn while making
friendship rocks, making music with
sound beams and playing the giant
Connect 4 game. 

The library hosted the second annu-
al Spring Celebration for secondary
students and adults with disabilities.
Michele Gagner, librarian and com-
munity library liaison, said last year
the library had 60 people and this
year there were between 90 and 100
people. 

“We learned what a great opportu-
nity it was for students to kind of
reunite with old teachers, classmates
and to look to the future as well,”
Gagner said.

Last year, Sawdust the therapy
horse was unable to attend due to the
rain. On Tuesday, Sawdust was there
with blinged-out shoes. 

Bradley Weickardt, 21, student at
Waukesha Transition Academy was
enjoying petting the horse and asking
the trainer questions. He also loved
the opportunity to socialize with
peers.

“I like talking to my friends and
meeting new friends and field trips,”
he said. 

The event is almost like a gradua-
tion or grade promotion party with
some students moving to the Wauke-
sha Transition Academy. 

Gagner said events such as these
are a great way to bring library users
together and to celebrate a great year
of them coming to the library on a
regular basis. The library users are
spending time at the library, building
relationships and have a feeling that
they belong there. Gagner has noticed
a difference in the participants she
has become familiar with. There has
been growth and feeling comfortable
in a library setting. 

“They know there is a place where
they really belong and we are trying
to create lifelong learners and library
users,” she said. 

Patty Chones, with the Adaptive
Community Approach Program, was
on hand to help participants try out
the SoundBeam. The instrument has
four beams and when you move in
front of it, it makes a sound and
songs. 

“It opens up opportunities for peo-
ple who might not otherwise be able
to move. We have a woman right now
in the ACAP and all she can do is
move her head and maybe her arms
at times. She makes beautiful music,”

Chones said.
Chones said ACAP has been coming

to the library with a group for table-
top activities. They have been trying
to get other community people with
disabilities to do some table games.
They come to the library once a week. 

“Young people realize there are
opportunities like this for them after
they are done with school. I think for
families it is really important for
them to understand that things are
going to end at 21 years old. That’s
important,” she said. 

The Waukesha Transition Academy
participated in the event. The Acade-
my is for 18- to 21-year-olds with a
focus on growing pre-vocational
skills, community safety, access and
independent living. 

“We’ve worked with Michele Gagn-

er all year. She puts on a program for
us twice a month and our students
are engaged in the community and
learning adult recreation-type skills,”
Laura Koel, teacher at WTA, said. 

There was a group of students from
WTA who helped with cooking treats
for the event. 

The library is very important for
students at WTA because there are so
many leveled projects and activities
they can do with others. Koel added it
is not the same activities like they do
with a teacher during the day but a
different setting. 

Adriane Sendzik, WTA teacher, said
students come in very joyful every
day and have a lot to give.

“It’s wonderful to show the commu-
nity how much they can give and
we’ve been welcomed,” Sendzik said.
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Patty Chones, with the Adaptive Community Approach Program, was on hand to help
participants try out the SoundBeam. The instrument has four beams, and when you
move in front of it, it makes a sound and songs. Pictured is Chones helping MaryJo
Schmidt with making up a song on Tuesday at the Waukesha Public Library. Tues-
day’s Spring Celebration was for secondary students and adults with disabilities.

Luis Walsh attended Tuesday’s Spring Celebration was for
secondary students and adults with disabilities. He was
painting a rock to give to a friend.

Sawdust the therapy horse appeared at the Waukesha Public
Library on Tuesday for the Spring Celebration for secondary
students and adults with disabilities.

OCONOMOWOC — Silgan Con-
tainers has informed the state it
plans to close an Oconomowoc
plant, costing 56 people their
jobs later this summer.

The state Department of Work-
force Development has received
a letter dated May 21 from the
Silgan Containers Manufactur-

ing Corp. advising that it intends
to close the Silgan facility at 520
W. Second St., Oconomowoc,
which employees 56 people.

According to the notice, layoffs
are estimated to begin July 21,
and “will continue with limited
production running into August
2025 or later.” Letters informing

them of such are to be hand-
delivered to employees. 

Operations will be absorbed by
other Silgan facilities, the notice
said. 

Other Silgan facilities in the
area include a second
Oconomowoc location on Fron-
tier Road, as well as plants in

Menomonee Falls and Kenosha.
A message left at Silgan Contain-
ers seeking comment was not
immediately returned Tuesday.

Based in Woodland Hills, Cali-
fornia, Silgan bills itself as “the
largest provider of steel food
cans and aluminum food cans
and trays in the United States,”

“trusted by America’s most
respected brands.” 

Attempts to reach representa-
tives of the International Asso-
ciation of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers District 10,
which represents 46 of the
affected workers, were not
immediately successful Tuesday.

Silgan Containers to close Oconomowoc plant, lay off 56 
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PEWAUKEE — As artificial intelligence continues
to transform and impact the world around us, Wauke-
sha County Technical College seeks to add another AI
program to its offerings. WCTC is proposing an Arti-
ficial Intelligence Implementation Specialist
Advanced Technical Certificate Program.   

The program was approved at the district level by
the Wisconsin Technical College System District
Board of Trustees on May 13. First approval at the
state level was granted on May 20. The program was
also approved at the concept stage by the WTCS Board
on May 20. The next phases include program approval
by the WTCS Board (in early July) followed by
approval from the Higher Learning Commission. 

If approved, the proposed 25-credit AI Implementa-
tion Specialist ATC program would be first offered in
the fall of 2026. Curriculum development for new
courses would be conducted from July 1, 2025, to
August 30, 2026.  

Program capacity is 24 but the school is estimated to
have six students initially based on the potential num-
ber of graduates from the AI Data Specialist Associate
of Applied Science program.  

The proposal was prepared by Allison Jerger, asso-
ciate dean of Business Information Technology and
member of the WCTC Program Development Team.

“To serve the needs of local employers and students,
WCTC wishes to add an Artificial Intelligence (AI)
Implementation Specialist program to its current
offerings in the Business Information Technology
department. In so doing, the college will serve an
emerging labor market need,” the proposal said. 

WCTC currently offers an AI Data Specialist Asso-
ciate of Applied Science (AAS) degree and two local
certificates: Foundations of AI and AI Technician. AI
Data Specialist AAS graduates can continue their
educational pathway in the proposed ATC. 

WCTC expects that some students will transfer to
baccalaureate-level institutions to continue their edu-
cation after the completion of the ATC, though others
will directly enter the labor market. 

“It is anticipated that some students will enter this
program to reskill or upskill and can either remain in
the labor market while pursuing the ATC or return to
the labor market after completion,” the proposal said.

The primary cost for the program would be for pro-
gram instructors. Curriculum development costs will
be $13,237 and occur in the first year of the program. 

“Artificial Intelligence is a rapidly changing and
emerging field, therefore $4,000 has been allocated
annually for ongoing professional development,” the
proposal said. 

The college is considering applying for a Developing
Market General Purpose Revenue grant through the
WTCS to help offset the cost of launching the pro-
gram.  

Besides the AI programs, the college also opened the
Applied AI Lab. 

The WCTC Foundation, along with Waukesha Coun-
ty Technical College, raised $3.5 million through its
fundraising campaign for the WCTC Applied AI Lab
— more than halfway to its $6 million goal. The
fundraising campaigned kicked off in August 2024,
according to an announcement in April.

The lab is a hub for classes, workshops and
gener8tor accelerators — including gAlpha and gBeta
programs. The lab will add supercomputers, enhanc-
ing its computing capabilities.

With the first floor already in use, planning is
underway to build a second-story addition. This will
create dedicated learning spaces for students in AI
and related programs.  
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MUKWONAGO — The Mukwonago Lions Club
announced that due to circumstances beyond their
control, Summerfeste fireworks have been canceled.
Kiwanis Park is unavailable for their use during the
event planned for June 13-16 this year.

“We understand this is a treasured family tradition
and exhausted all options to continue the event. There
is still so much to see and do at Summerfeste, and we
look forward to celebrating summer with you on
Father’s Day Weekend,” the Mukwonago Lions Club
said in a Facebook post. 

The Freeman reached out to the Mukwonago Lions
for more information but messages were not returned
as of Tuesday afternoon. Summerfeste is a fundrais-
ing event held annually at Field Park in Mukwonago
with live music, a carnival, parade, youth activities,
baseball and more.
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Have a news tip?

If you have a news item you would like to see in 
The Freeman, send an email to news@conleynet.com.
Or call 262-513-2657.


