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Need Packing Materials 
for Moving or Shipping?

Available at The Freeman
801 N. Barstow St. (262) 542-2501

Re-use • Re-cycle • Re-new

NEWSPRINT END ROLLS
$8.00 each

WAUKESHA — Bridges Library
System announced a summer library
challenge highlighting libraries as a
place for joy and imagination. The
Journey of Dragons: A Library Chal-
lenge event will take place this sum-
mer at the system’s 22 public
libraries in Jefferson and Waukesha
counties. People are invited to visit
the various branches, gather letters
and stamps, then piece together pass-
words for a chance to win prizes. The
program will run June 2 through
Aug. 29.

“Summer is a fantastic time to visit
your libraries, and we encourage
everyone to discover the unique
offerings each one holds,” said Karol
Kennedy, director of the Bridges
Library System. “While they serve as

centers of incredible materials and
services for communities, our Jour-
ney of Dragons event also highlights
libraries as venues for joy and imagi-
nation at any age.”

To begin the Journey of Dragons
Library Challenge, participants can
pick up game materials at any of the
22 participating member library
locations. The Elm Grove Public
Library and Irvin L. Young Memori-
al Library in Whitewater are the two
libraries in the system that are not
participating in the challenge
because of special projects or
scheduling limitations. At each
library, participants will read the
game poster, record the letters, get
stamped and work to solve the pass-
words. Solved passwords will earn

prize entry forms. There’s up to four
chances to win prizes.

The last day to complete the chal-
lenge and submit entry forms is Aug.
29. An active Bridges Library System
CAFÉ library card is required to be
eligible to win. Library cards are free
and give borrowing privileges at the
24 libraries in the system and access
to shared digital collections. Check
with your library for card eligibility.
Checking out items is not required,
but always encouraged. Only one
winner per household will be select-
ed each month of the challenge.

To learn more about Bridges
Library System’s Journey of Drag-
ons Library Challenge and to find
participating library locations, visit
bridgeslibrarysystem.org/dragon

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — The owners of the historic Blair House
overlooking downtown Waukesha from atop Madison
Street are challenging the city’s approval of plans that
would allow the construction of a four-story, multitenant
apartment building next to theirs that would block their
view of the city.

In a lawsuit filed last November, Robert and Lisa Salb
asked a judge to review the records of Waukesha Plan
Commission and Common Council meetings where the
project was approved, alleging the city’s actions violate
its own ordinances as well as the will of former Mayor
Henry Blair, who left the property to the city upon his
death. The 1876 property is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, and is located within the Madison
Street Historic District, which is listed in both state and
national historic registers. Blair left the property to the
city with the caveat that it not be used for commercial,
storage, or warehouse purposes.

The city sold the Blair House to the Salbs in 2016. The
Salbs said and the city disputed that it then later took the
eastern portion of the property, which contained a part of
the City Hall annex and a municipal parking lot on
Delafield Street, and sold it off. In 2019, the city sought a
request for proposals for the four city-owned parcels that
were part of the site, entering into an agreement with
Mandel Group for $2.587 million based on Mandel’s plans
to develop multifamily apartments on the site, the Salbs’
suit said.

The Plan Commissioned approved final site and archi-
tectural plans as well as a planned urban development
overlay for the site by a vote of 5-2. 

The city rezoned the land to accommodate the develop-
ment. The Salbs said the city did so in violation of its own
ordinances, but the city denied it in a response.

“The Salbs have grave concerns about the impact to the
beauty and historical character of the neighborhood, and
the poor aesthetics, density and traffic that will come
with the Development, but will be most adversely affected
by the excessive height of the buildings, which would
destroy the view from their property and diminish its
value,” their suit said.

The Salbs argued the Plan Commission was required to
consider whether the design of the structure is compati-
ble with its environs, whether it would substantially
change the natural beauty of the area, whether it would
have a negative impact on maintaining safe and healthy
conditions of the city, whether it maintains existing
topography and drainage patterns, whether it affects traf-
fic, whether it has adequate parking, lighting, water and
sewer, and appropriate erosions controls in addition to
meeting area airport height requirements.

In its reply, the city “den(ied) any implications that are
contrary to the terms” of
its municipal code ordi-
nances as published.  

The Salbs last month
also filed a motion to sup-
plement the record, seek-
ing to introduce several
things that were not part
of the case previously.
They included an applica-
tion by the city to the State Historic Preservation Review
Board to reduce the footprint of the area deemed historic,
which group met Feb. 21, 2025, and denied the city’s appli-
cation 8-4. The city also did not include Blair’s will, a let-
ter from their attorney to the city in January 2024 warn-
ing that the proposal violated the will, links to city meet-
ings where neighbors spoke opposing the development,
and a written protest filed by opponents.

The city has not responded to that motion as of yet; a
call to Ron Stadler, attorney for the city, was not returned
this week.

Salb said Monday the city has appealed the ruling about
shrinking the historic footprint to the national keeper of
the National Register of Historic Places; an answer is
expected within days, she said. She said once that deci-
sion is made, and the supplemental information suggest-
ed is included in the case file, a judge should be able to
proceed. 

Stadler has asked a judge to separate the case into two
aspects, one being a certiorari, or review action limited to
a judge determining whether the city acted correctly in
its proceedings, and the other being a declaratory judg-
ment, or pronouncement on whether the project violates
Blair’s will. The city said in its response to the suit that
“Defendants deny and affirmatively alleged that the
Development will not violate Henry Blair’s Will.”

The Salbs’ allegation that the project will violate the
commercial use clause of the property at 130 Delafield St.
“does not accurately depict the Last Will and Testament of
Henry Blair,” the city said.

Further, in its response, the city said it “may” be subject
to the immunities offered in state law, that the Plan Com-
mission and Council “engaged in a rational, well-rea-
soned review of all facts and circumstances presented to
them,” and added that the Salbs “have no legal right to an
easement to light and air over adjacent property.”

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — A Waukesha judge
on Monday heard motions in the case
of a man accused of sending mes-
sages deemed as threats, and will
issue a written decision next month.

Tim Hoeller, 65, was charged in May
2022 with making terrorist threats,
inciting public panic or fear, after
comments he made in a dispute with
Carroll University were perceived as
threats. In a letter to the Court of
Appeals, he wrote about possible liti-
gation in a 2018 case, complaining of
lawyers’ conduct, and saying he knew
how “lawyers treat pro se litigants in
court, so that they get angry and can
commit suicide and kill the opposing
lawyers.” He also allegedly wrote,
“the strategy by (Carroll University
and a legal adviser) will make people
commit suicide and have homicidal
behaviors, carrying guns onto their
property and shooting innocent stu-
dents,” the complaint said. Hoeller
denied that he was threatening the
school, the complaint said.

Hoeller was later charged with four
counts of bail jumping and four more
of violating a harassment injunction
in May 2023 after he allegedly sent let-
ters to people affiliated with Carroll
in May 2022, the same month the col-
lege sought and was granted a 10-year
restraining order against him.

Hoeller had been found not compe-
tent to stand trial in the current mat-
ters, but was found to have regained

competency in February, clearing the
way for prosecution to resume. The
motions heard Monday were filed in
2024 but were not addressed while
Hoeller’s competency was an issue. 

On Monday, Circuit Court Judge
Scott Wagner heard a state motion to
join the two cases for trial, as well as a
state motion to admit other acts, and a
defense motion to dismiss the terror-
ist threats case. 

The state argued in seeking to join
the cases for trial that the cases
involve the same victims and are sim-
ilar. Assistant District Attorney Mary
Brejcha argued Hoeller has sent hun-
dreds of letters to Carroll and a staff
member over the years, but saw an
escalation in the language used that
prompted them to go to police, but
then continued to contact the victims
even after being told not to. 

Defense attorney Paul Bucher
argued against joining the cases for
trial, but they involved completely dif-
ferent factual scenarios. He said the
writings in the first case were part of
a “completely unrelated civil matter”
in Milwaukee County, not part of a
single pattern of conduct, and tying
the cases together would be unfair to
Hoeller.

The state sought to admit other acts
evidence, based on the 2018 case in
which Hoeller referred to a Florida
school shooter as a “hero” in docu-
ments sent to Carroll and then-Gov.
Scott Walker’s office regarding his
employment dispute with the college.
Brejcha also pointed to a 2018 case

from Lake County, Ill., where the clerk
of court there received a letter from
Hoeller advising staff there to be con-
cerned for their safety regarding peo-
ple frustrated with the process of fil-
ing documents electronically, causing
them to be angry, upset or potentially
bring a gun to a courthouse, her
motion said. 

Bucher also opposed that motion,
saying he previously didn’t know of
the Illinois matter, but it was “unrelat-
ed and irrelevant” to the matters at
hand. He said bringing that evidence
into the current cases is “merely an
effort to strengthen its case with
extraneous evidence in an attempt to
engage in character assassination of
the defendant,” and an attempt by the
state to show Hoeller is a “bad person
and must have committed the terror-
ist threat in Waukesha County
because of his alleged actions in Lake
County,” and is therefore inadmissi-
ble.

Bucher also filed a motion to dis-
miss the count involving terrorist
threats, saying Hoeller’s comments
amounted to free speech in complain-
ing about the actions of Carroll Uni-
versity, even if many people would
find it abhorrent. Although the uni-
versity took his comments as threats,
Bucher said “at no time did the defen-
dant himself believe the threats were
real, nor did he intend to follow
through with any statements that
were interpreted by the alleged vic-
tims as causing mass panic, death, or
great bodily harm,” Bucher wrote in
the motion.

The 2018 Waukesha case involved
comments considered threats against
the Carroll community in an employ-
ment dispute; he was ultimately con-
victed of disorderly conduct and sen-
tenced to a jail term of time served
after 49 days.

Wagner said he would issue a writ-
ten decision within 20 days, and set
the matter for a July 9 status hearing
afterward.
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MADISON (AP) — A Wisconsin
appeals court judge who was an out-
spoken supporter of abortion rights
in the state Legislature announced
Tuesday that she is running for the
Wisconsin Supreme Court, taking on
an incumbent conservative justice
who sided with President Donald
Trump in his failed attempt to over-
turn his 2020 election loss.

Wisconsin Appeals Court Judge
Chris Taylor, 57, becomes the first lib-
eral candidate to enter the 2026 race.

The election next year won’t be for
control of the court in the battle-
ground state because liberals already
hold a 4-3 majority. The race is for a
seat held by conservative Justice
Rebecca Bradley, who said last month
she is running for reelection.

Liberals won the majority of the
court in 2024 and they will hold it
until at least 2028 thanks to the victo-
ry in April by Democratic-backed
Susan Crawford over a conservative
candidate supported by Trump and
billionaire Elon Musk.

Musk spent at least $3 million on
this year’s Wisconsin Supreme Court
race himself and groups he funds
spent nearly $19 million more. But
Musk said Tuesday he will be spend-
ing less on political campaigns in the
future, which could mean less money
for Bradley.

That race broke spending records
and became an early litmus test for
Trump and Musk in the presidential
swing state that Trump won in 2024
and 2016, but lost in 2020. Crawford
won by 10 percentage points, marking
the 12th victory out of 15 races for a
Democratic-backed statewide candi-
date in Wisconsin.

Liberals have a chance to expand
their majority on the court next year
to 5-2. If Bradley wins, the 4-3 liberal
majority would be maintained.

In an interview Monday with The
Associated Press, Taylor said she is
running “to make sure that people
get a fair shake, that the judiciary
remains independent and impartial
and that people have confidence in
the judiciary.” 

She accused Bradley of prioritizing
a right-wing agenda, noting her sid-
ing with Trump in his unsuccessful
attempt to overturn his 2020 election
loss.

Bradley did not immediately
respond to an email Tuesday seeking
comment. But Wisconsin Republican
Party Chair Brian Schimming called
Taylor a “radical” and said she will

have to answer for her “extremely
partisan record in the legislature and
on the bench.” 

Taylor was an outspoken supporter
of abortion rights, gun control and
unions while representing Wiscon-
sin’s liberal capital city of Madison
as a Democrat in the Legislature from
2011 to 2020. Before that, she worked
as an attorney and as public policy
director for Planned Parenthood of
Wisconsin.

Her past comments and positions
will almost certainly be used by con-
servatives to argue that Taylor is
biased and must not hear cases
involving many topics including
abortion, redistricting and union
rights.

Taylor said her record as a judge
over the past five years shows she can
be objective.

“There is no room for partisanship
in the judiciary,” she said.

Taylor said she would not step
aside from a case just because it dealt
with abortion, union rights or redis-
tricting. Whether to recuse would be
a case-by-case decision based on the
facts, she said.

“There are cases where, if you do
not feel you can be impartial, you
need to recuse and I have done that,”
Taylor said. “But whole topics? I
would say no.” 

The Wisconsin Supreme Court is

expected to issue a ruling within
weeks in one challenge it heard last
year to the state’s 1849 abortion ban
law. It has agreed to hear another
case brought by Planned Parenthood
that seeks to make abortion a consti-
tutional right, but has yet to schedule
a date for oral arguments. That case
most likely will be heard before the
winner of next year’s election takes
their seat in August 2026.

Taylor was outspoken in opposition
to then-Gov. Scott Walker’s signature
law, known as Act 10, that effectively
ended collective bargaining rights for
most public workers. A Dane County
circuit judge struck down most of the
law as unconstitutional in December
and the Supreme Court is consider-
ing whether to hear an appeal.

The Wisconsin Supreme Court
faces a number of other high-profile
cases, including a pair filed earlier
this month seeking to overturn the
state’s Republican-drawn congres-
sional maps.

Taylor was appointed to the Dane
County Circuit Court in 2020 by
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers. She won
election to the state appeals court in
2023.

Bradley, the incumbent, was
appointed to the Supreme Court by
Walker in 2015 and won election to a
full term in 2016.

Judge who fought for abortion rights
wants to join state Supreme Court

Michael P. King/Wisconsin State Journal via AP, File

State Rep. Chris Taylor, D-Madison, speaks during debate in a meeting of the
Joint Finance Committee at the State Capitol in Madison on May 29, 2015.


