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SUMMIT — A fire that began on a wood deck Sunday spread to the home in Summit, but didn’t result in any injuries.
According to the Western Lakes Fire District, the department responded to a home in the 39000 block of Delafield Road
at 1:54 a.m. Sunday. An early report said a wood deck was fully engulfed on the back side of the residence. A level 1
upgrade was requested due to visible flames. Upon arrival, crews found a fully involved deck extending into the house.
The fire was quickly knocked down by suppression crews, and overhaul commenced. Further overhaul was necessary to
ensure full suppression, as the fire had extended into the walls. A resident woke up prior to smoke detectors activating
and alerted their family. There were no injuries.

WAUKESHA — In recognition of
Mental Health Awareness Month,
Waukesha Public Library will host
a special book discussion focused
on caregiving and memory loss.
Join the Library at 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday to talk about “My Two
Elaines” by Martin Schreiber and
Cathy Breitenbucher. The book
offers a look at Governor
Schreiber’s experience becoming a
caregiver for his late wife Elaine

during her battle with Alzheimer’s
disease. A dementia care specialist
from the Waukesha County Aging
and Disability Resource Center will
join the discussion to offer addition-
al insight.

At 10:30 a.m. June 4, there will be
a visit from former Wisconsin Gov.
Martin Schreiber. He will present
“What I Wish I Knew: A Caregiver’s
Journey,” sharing his personal jour-
ney as a caregiver and offering hon-

est reflections and practical advice
to help caregivers better cope and
find support. Schreiber will stay
afterward to sign copies of his
book, which will be available for
purchase.

For more information, visit
WaukeshaPublicLibrary.org or call
262-524-3682. Schreiber will only
attend the event on June 4. Wauke-
sha Public Library is located at 321
Wisconsin Ave., Waukesha.

WAUKESHA — Waukesha North High School will hold
a “Community Engagement Day,” reviving a tradition
put on hold during the COVID pandemic. on Friday. Com-
munity Engagement Day consists of two primary compo-
nents which are service learning and college and career
learning. Hundreds of students and staff will branch out
to various sites across the community volunteering for
many local projects. Students will also have the option to
hear from over a dozen speakers highlighting various
college, career and military opportunities.

Over 600 students and about 60 staff members will vol-
unteer in the community at 40 different sites. The day
will elicit over 1,500 hours of community service. Sites
and projects include North High School neighborhood
cleanup, beautifying school grounds at Waukesha
schools including Horning, Meadowbrook, and Prairie.
Other opportunities include volunteering at Lowell Ele-
mentary as part of North’s AVID program partnership
with the school and laying a concrete walkway at Bethes-
da Elementary, as well as completing various projects at
Ravensholme Farm Preserve and spreading mulch at
William R. Oliver Youth Sports Complex, Retzer Nature
Center, and Summit View Elementary. Some students
will volunteer at the Waukesha Civic Theatre or Wauke-
sha Food Pantry, cleaning the grounds at the E.B. Shurts
Environmental Center, Linden Grove, and Hope Center.

Students remaining at North High School will engage
in a college and military fair, hear from North graduates
about their experiences in college, and learn from profes-
sionals in various fields.  

WAUKESHA — This summer marks the 10th
anniversary season of the city of Waukesha’s
Tribute Tuesday concerts. Kicking off the 2025
season is a Taylor Swift tribute with Sparks Fly at
7 p.m. on June 10 at Cutler Park, 321 Wisconsin
Ave., Waukesha. Bring your chairs, come early,
and enjoy a variety of food and beverages at the
Les Paul Performance Center. 

“Meet Sammy Jo, the ideal person to tackle one
of the biggest country and pop music sensations
of our time! From a young age, Sammy soon
picked up the guitar and began playing, starting
with her young musical idol, Taylor Swift. One of
Sammy Jo’s first songs ever performed in public
was the T. Swift smash hit ‘Teardrops on My Gui-
tar.’ Taylor's incredible songwriting and story-
telling abilities quickly captivated her. After years
of performing her favorite songs in coffeehouses,
weddings and special events, she advanced her tal-
ent as the lead vocalist for the professional coun-
try band Summer Son,” according to the city’s
website. 

Other shows include: 
July 8: Separate Ways—The Journey Experi-

ence
Aug. 12: Joseph Hall—Tribute to Elvis
Sept. 9: The Crown Jewels—A Tribute to Queen.

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Common Council will
meet tonight to discuss a plan that would provide guidance
and procedures for collecting damage assessment infor-
mation for participating jurisdictions in Waukesha Coun-
ty, immediately following a disaster-type incident and
throughout the response and recovery phases. 

Waukesha County Emergency Management is request-
ing municipalities join a contract for cooperation among
agencies when a large-scale damage assessment is neces-
sary after a disaster. 

The Waukesha Fire Department recommended partici-
pating in the plan.  

“Cooperative damage assessment in the event of a large-
scale disaster provides better emergency response and
recovery for all communities in the County, including the
City of Waukesha. Financial impact to the City would be
the cost of providing personnel and equipment to perform
damage assessment services, which is unpredictable and
dependent on the scale and nature of disaster events,”
meeting documents said. 

Damage assessment is the process of determining the
location, nature, and severity of damage sustained by the
public and private sectors.   

The information collected will assist local and county
officials in the activation of shelters, points of distribu-
tion, family assistance centers, and other related response
activities. 

Countywide Damage Assessment Team activities will
include collecting damage assessment information solely
focusing on individual assistance eligible facilities and
structures including privately owned homes and business
facilities. Damage assessment activities relating to public
assistance, including the assessments of but not limited to
roads, bridges, government buildings, publicly owned util-
ities, and parks will be handled by the local unit of gov-
ernment having jurisdiction.

“Waukesha County is susceptible to a variety of natural
disasters and human-caused emergencies. Depending on
their severity, these events can inflict significant damage
on infrastructure and essential services, quickly over-
whelming the capacity of individual municipalities or the
county as a whole to assess the situation and respond
effectively to the needs of affected residents. Emergency
responders, whose primary focus is on saving lives and
protecting property, are often challenged to gather and
communicate accurate information about the extent of
the damage,” the document said. 

Without reliable data, Emergency Operations centers
face challenges in coordinating response efforts and recov-
ery processes. 

“Given that disasters frequently transcend municipal
and county boundaries, it is common for municipalities to
seek assistance from the Waukesha County Office of
Emergency Management when damage and citizen needs
reach thresholds past the municipality’s capabilities,” the
document said. 

Also on the agenda  
The council will review and act on the proposed con-

tract for MobiliSE, Inc. to provide FlexRide service for
2025 between select areas within Milwaukee and Wauke-
sha counties.  

FlexRide is an on-demand service that will pick passen-
gers up near their homes or a bus stop and drop them off
at businesses in Waukesha County or southern Milwau-
kee County and then provide a return trip. This service
works in areas where there is some demand for transit but
not enough to justify a fixed-route bus.    

“Waukesha County has agreed to provide partial fund-
ing of this program in 2025 as it had in 2024. MobiliSE is
a transit advocacy organization in the Milwaukee region
which oversees the FlexRide program. As with all Wauke-
sha County Transit contracts, there are no City funds
used for this service. Waukesha County funds the service
and has agreed to fund up to $498,575 for 2025,” meeting
documents said. 

The meeting takes place at 6 p.m. tonight in the Council
Chambers, City Hall. 
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