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WAUKESHA — The
Humane Animal Welfare
Society of Waukesha Coun-
ty (HAWS) announced that
for the first time ever, pets
are welcome to join their
people at HAWS’ annual fall
fundraiser — by participat-
ing together from the com-
fort of their home.

Humans and furry, feath-
ered or finned friends are
invited to the Happy Tails
2020 event at 7 p.m. Oct. 23.

The event will include

action items, special guests
and surprises, heartwarm-
ing animal stories, adorable
pets and more.

Guests who pay a $50
admission will receive:
Entrance to the online
exclusive video gathering,
the “Gala in a Box” with
surprises for pets and their
people, and the opportunity
to participate in Top Hats
and Tiaras and Wine Pull
games.

A portion of the Happy

Tails event will be available
to the public without ticket-
ed admission, including the
Happy Tails online auction,
which will open for bidding
Oct. 16; and the program
celebrating HAWS success-
es and stories, including
special guest appearances
from the Milwaukee Admi-
rals Hockey Club.

For more information
visit online at
www.hawspets.org/happy-
tails.
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WAUKESHA — After a 5-4
School Board vote Wednes-
day adopting a hybrid plan
for the School District of
Waukesha’s reopening in the
fall, middle and high school
students are set to have
mixed schedules. 

Elementary students will
have five-day in-person
school. Virtual options are
available to all students,
including enrollment in
Waukesha’s eAchieve
Academy, which existed as
an online education option
long before COVID-19. 

The mixed schedule for
middle and high schoolers
will include two in-person
days per week and three
virtual days. Students will
be divided into alphabetical

cohorts according to their
last names. 

“We are going to break
the kids into two cohorts
(and) divide them as evenly
as possible,” said Superin-
tendent Dr. Jim Sebert.
“And we’re working on how
to align families” with dif-
ferent last names within
the same household. 

For all students grades 6-
12, Monday will be a virtual
day. One cohort will attend
school in-person on Tues-
days and Thursdays while
the other will attend
Wednesdays and Fridays. 

The hybrid model was
approved by the board after
it rejected a phased-in plan
in a 5-4 vote, which would
have started school fully
virtual. 

The School Board previ-
ously approved a plan July
30 in another 5-4 vote that

would have offered three
options: five-day in-person
school, virtual school and
eAchieve. 

Sebert said one concern
that emerged with the pre-
viously approved plan was
the district would not be
able to maintain social dis-
tancing at all times within
buildings based on the
number of families that
indicated they would opt
for the in-person option. 

Splitting students up so
only one half will be pre-
sent within buildings at a
time will help alleviate
some of the difficulty
around social distancing.
“This, we believe, gives us
the ability to provide the
social distancing (and)
gives us a better chance to
hopefully get into school
and stay in school,” Sebert
said. “It gives us the ability

to slowly re-enter.” 
The reasoning behind

keeping elementary stu-
dents in five-day in-person
school is they are less vul-
nerable to COVID-19 and
less suited to hybrid learn-
ing. 

Other districts in Wauke-
sha County, including
Pewaukee and
Oconomowoc, have opted
for a hybrid plan as well.
“It’s always been something
that’s been on the table,”
Sebert said. 

Sebert said the hybrid
plan is somewhat of a com-
promise between the in-per-
son and phased-in plans,
taking elements of both.
“We ended up somewhere
right in the middle of those
plans, and in a great place
from my perspective,” he
said. “I’m glad we landed at
the hybrid model.”

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WAUKESHA

Hybrid reopening plan to include
both virtual and in-person days 

HAWS fall fundraiser to be held online
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Callie is ready for the HAWS
Happy Tails event in her little
black dress.

Photo courtesy of HAWS

The HAWS bearded dragon
is wearing a boutonniére to
the gala event Oct. 23.

Humans and pets invited to attend virtual event

Superintendent: ‘It gives us the ability to slowly re-enter’

District opting for
‘soft start’
By Jake Ekdahl

jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

BROOKFIELD – In a 4-3 vote,
the Elmbrook School Board
approved a plan Tuesday that
will return students to in-per-
son school five days per week. 

School Board members Scott
Wheeler, Glen Allgaier, Linda
Boucher and Jennifer Roskopf
voted to approve the plan while
members Jian Sun, Mushir Has-
san and Jean Lambert voted
against it. 

Elmbrook Chief Strategy Offi-
cer Chris Thompson said Sun,
Hassan and Lambert wanted
one additional week of “soft
start,” which divides the stu-
dents into two alphabetical
cohorts and has them attend in-
person class on alternating days
– also sometime called a
“hybrid” plan. That would give
the district a 14-day period to
analyze. 

Elmbrook’s current plan has
one week of soft start in place,
but some board members want-
ed two. “All they wanted was
another week of ramp-up,”
Thompson said. “Everybody
was fine with a soft start (to) get
our in-person procedures and
protocols in place.” 

Students with last names
beginning with “A” through
“K” will attend school in person

Sep. 1-2 while those with last
names “L” through “Z” will
attend school in person Sep. 3-4. 

Starting the following week
on Sep. 8, all students will be in
school. That’s also the day those
opting for virtual instruction
will begin school. 

Thompson said Elmbrook’s
Reopening Task Force had rec-
ommended a “continuum of
learning options” that could be
moved in and out of through the
school year based on circum-
stances, which is also some-
times called a “phased-in” plan. 

The task force voted 16-13 in
favor of a hybrid start with no
set expiration date. The School
Board still opted for a hybrid
start, only it will last just one
week. 

Facial coverings will be
required in Elmbrook schools
for students and staff. Class-
rooms will be arranged to
accommodate social distancing,
hand sanitizing stations will be
readily available and students
will eat lunch with their
cohorts. More details on precau-
tions that will be in place are
available on Elmbrook’s web-
site. 

The board also approved a
motion to create a medical advi-
sory board to create metrics and
thresholds to advice decision
making going forward, Thomp-
son said. 

The first day of school, at
least for some Elmbrook stu-
dents, is Sep. 1. The first day
with all students present will be
Sep. 8. 

Elmbrook district
returning to five-day

in-person school 

Elmbrook district reacts
to comments made 
to board member 

Board president and vice 
president: ‘Hate towards anyone

will not be tolerated’
By Jake Ekdahl

jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

BROOKFIELD — Following comments made at
Tuesday’s meeting, Elmbrook School Board Pres-
ident Scott Wheeler and Vice President Jean
Lambert issued a statement emphasizing behav-
ioral standards. 

Wheeler and Lambert issued a written state-
ment on the district’s website. “The Citizen’s
Forum and Citizen’s Comment elements of the
meeting are designed to engage constituents in
dialogue that helps inform the Board as it makes
public policy decisions,” the said. “Our commu-
nity values civil discourse and understands that
disagreements are inevitable. However, the
behavior displayed at Tuesday’s meeting was far
beyond the boundaries of acceptable conduct.”

A video segment of the recorded meeting has
been removed. The comments in question appear
to have been directed at School Board member Dr.
Mushir Hassan. 

“We would like to publicly apologize to Dr.
Mushir Hassan for what occurred during our
meeting,” Lambert and Wheeler said. “Dr. Has-
san is a valued member of our School Board and
Community and he deserved an immediate
response that did not come soon enough. We
would also like to apologize to the community
that had to endure this unseemly behavior.” 

Lambert and Wheeler said they regret not tak-
ing stronger action when the comments were
being made and asking the person who made
them to leave the board room. 

“Our school district values and celebrates the
diversity in our community. Diversity encom-
passes race, religion, cultures, and differences in
opinion. Each of these adds to the fabric that
makes our community great,” they said. “We
want to reassure all families that Elmbrook is a
safe and welcoming district, and hate towards
anyone will not be tolerated.” 

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA – As schools
prepare to open their doors
in September, how students
actually get there is an
important piece in ensuring
plans are successful. 

In Waukesha County, dis-
tricts are coordinating to
implement the same stan-
dards over busing, which
include mandatory masks,
hand sanitizer stations on
each bus, prohibition of eat-
ing and drinking unless
medically required, modi-
fied drop off and pick up
processes, and reduced rid-
ership. 

Waukesha School District
Superintendent Jim Sebert
said they will also be using
a disinfectant product on
buses designed to kill
COVID-19 on surfaces for 28
days. 

“We will not be able to
socially distance on busses
but we do have all those
other mitigation strate-
gies,” he said. Waukesha
uses First Student for bus-
ing. 

Elmbrook Chief Strategy
Officer Chris Thompson
said there will be a protec-
tive field and open seat
behind the driver in addi-
tion to seating assignments,
which would ideally place
siblings together. Windows
would also be down as
weather allows. Elmbrook
uses Go Riteway for busing. 

“(The) first thing we did is
we put a message out to our
families during the regis-
tration process (to) tell us if
they were not going to be
using the bus,” to reduce
the capacity, Thompson
said. 

The West Bend School
District, which uses John-
son Bus, is limiting rider-
ship to 46 students, or two
students per seat. The seat
behind the driver will not
be used and assigned seat-
ing will be put in place to
limit exposure between stu-
dents. Facial coverings will

be required onboard. West
Bend is also ramping up
cleaning and sanitation
efforts on buses. If weather
permits, windows will be
kept down. 

The district is also
encouraging families to
consider alternative modes
of transportation if possi-
ble. Fewer families utilizing
the bus service helps allevi-
ate pressure over social dis-
tancing on the buses them-
selves. 

“The West Bend School
District is asking families
to ‘opt-in’ for busing this
year so we know how many
students will be transported
daily,” said Assistant Super-
intendent of Business and
Operations Andrew Sarnow
in a statement. “This will
help us in routing. In addi-
tion, we closely examined
guidance from the Wiscon-
sin Departments of Health
Services and Public Instruc-
tion and from the CDC with
our busing partner, John-
son Bus, to establish the
efforts to prevent spread of
the virus on buses.” 

West Bend isn’t alone in
that strategy. 

“We’ve encouraged our
families to consider self-
transporting to limit the
number of students who are
being transported on our
school buses,” said Hartford
Union High School District
Superintendent Jeff Wal-
ters. “That’ll limit the num-
bers.” 

Hartford uses Wittenberg-
er Bus Services. Walters
said other districts who also
use the company will have
consistent safety standards
when it comes to busing. 

Masks will be required on
the bus and cleaning proce-
dures have been increased.
Walters said there has not
at this point been discus-
sion over keeping windows
down or keeping the seat
behind the driver empty, but
that doesn’t mean it won’t
happen. 

For districts in both
Washington and Waukesha
counties, putting precau-
tions in place and limiting
ridership where possible
remain key components to
making busing work in the
fall. 

The first day of school is
Sept. 1. 

Waukesha, Washington
county school districts

adapt on busing 
Lower ridership,

masking key 
to success 

WAUKESHA — Registra-
tion for the drive-in “Toy
Story 4” movie event hosted
in the Waukesha North High
School parking lot, 2222
Michigan Ave., is due today.

The event will be held from
8 p.m. to 9:40 p.m. Monday.
Registration can be made
online. 

For more information visit
https://bit.ly/30Tmc5x.

The event allows car loads
only; no walk-up individuals
are allowed. Moviegoers
must remain in their vehi-
cles for the duration of the
movie, which is 100 minutes.

Patrons must also maintain
appropriate social distanc-
ing.

Restrooms will be available
at Lowell Park across the
street.

Lottery

Thursday, Aug. 13
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                          2-2-9 
Daily Pick 4                       5-8-1-2 
SuperCash           3-8-15-17-21-27
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                   5-7-23-25-29

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Public Library
announced it will reopen the
library today after a staff
member’s negative COVID-
19 test.

“We are happy to report
that we did not have an
infection in the building,”
its Facebook page said.

The library announced

Wednesday it would be clos-
ing due to a possible COVID-
19 case as a staff member
said they were experiencing
possible symptoms. The
library made the decision as
a precautionary measure.

Library holds continued
throughout the closure and
fines did not accrue during
the library’s closure.

Drive-in ‘Toy Story 4’ registration due today

Waukesha library reopening today
after negative COVID-19 test


