
The Freeman - 03/06/2025 Page : A01

March 6, 2025 3:48 pm (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

WAUKESHA COUNTY

A Trusted News Source Since 1859
The FREEMAN

Thursday, March 6, 2025$1.50

Volume 166 No. 233

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE FREEMAN, call 262-542-2500 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

INDEX
Business  . . . . .6B
Classified  . . . .4B
Comics  . . . . . .3B
Obituaries  . . . .5A
TimeOut  . . . . .6A

TONIGHT:
Cloudy

High 39
Low 27

FRIDAY:
Chance
snow

High 36  
Low 20

SATURDAY:
Sunny

High 43  
Low 27

SUNDAY:
Sunny

High 49 
Low 31

National Weather Service

MONDAY:
Sunny

High 59   
Low 41

WEATHER FORECAST

Freeman file photo

Melissa Tempel, left, is seen with attorney Summer Murshid at the July 12, 2023, meeting of
the Waukesha School Board where the board fired Tempel after she publicly criticized the dis-
trict's decision to scrub the song "Rainbowland" from a Heyer Elementary concert. Tempel has
filed a federal suit against the district alleging her firing violated her constitutional rights.

Ceol Cairde – Irish Music With Friends, 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.
Friday, New Berlin Public Library, 15105 Library Lane.
“Guys on Ice,” 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday,
Oconomowoc Arts Center, 641 E. Forest St., Oconomowoc.
https://www.guysonice.com/

Lego Club, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Oconomowoc
Public Library, 200 W. South St. Best for ages 5 and up.
Hello Saturday, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Saturday, Waukesha Public
Library, 321 Wisconsin Ave. Simple circuits.

Meat Raffle, 1 p.m. Saturday, SteelTank Brewing Co., 1225

Robruck Drive, Oconomowoc. Meat raffle tickets: 3 chances to
win for $5. Raffle baskets tickets: $20 for an arm’s length. All pro-
ceeds will support deployed service members.

Oconomowoc Community Choir Sacred Missions Benefit
Concert, 3 p.m. Sunday, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 470 N.
Oak Crest Drive, Wales. $12 per person. Benefits Lake Area
Free Clinic, Southeast Wisconsin K9 SOS Search and Rescue,
Samaritan’s Purse – North Carolina.

Bingo, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Elks Lodge, 2301 Springdale
Road, Waukesha. https://www.waukeshaelks.org/bingo/

Waukesha Coin Club 55th annual coin show, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, New Berlin Ale House, 16000 W. Cleveland Ave., New
Berlin. Admission is $3 for adults, children under 12 are free.
Over 40 coin dealers will have tables at the show where they will
be selling and buying tokens, bullion, coins, paper money, silver,
gold and related items.
www.waukeshacoinclub.com

New Berlin History Museum open hours, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, 19885 W. National Ave., New Berlin. Free. Explore history
displays, visit L.S. Winton’s General Store and Post Office, play
checkers and more. www.newberlinhistoricalsociety.org 

Fun Things To Do This Weekend

By Katherine Beck
kbeck@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — How and when
the new tariffs on Mexico, Cana-
da and China under President
Donald Trump begin to impact
southeastern Wisconsin compa-
nies is unknown and is creating
uncertainty.

Organizations like the Wauke-
sha County Business Alliance
are working to understand how
the tariffs will impact their
members and are also informing
members that they are here for
support.

“The Alliance recognizes the
new tariffs are likely to have rip-
ple effects throughout our mem-
ber businesses, particularly in
manufacturing and construc-
tion. We are working closely with
our state and federal partners at

the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
and Wisconsin Manufacturers
and Commerce (WMC) to under-
stand these tariffs and the poten-
tial impact to our members,”
according to a message sent to its
members on Tuesday.

On Tuesday, Trump
announced 25% tariffs on Cana-
da and Mexico, plus an addition-
al 10% tariff on China. Some
companies like Target were
quick to respond, as the Wall
Street Journal reported. The
retailer warned of increased
consumer prices as a result of
the tariffs. Automakers on
Wednesday saw some relief with
the White House announcing
they will get a one-month
reprieve from the tariffs on Mex-
ico and Canada. The cars must
comply with a free-trade agree-
ment between the U.S. and Cana-

da and Mexico for it to apply.
Other sectors may also see
exemptions, the Wall Street
Journal reported, but Trump
hadn’t specified which as of
Wednesday afternoon.

Beyond the U.S.-imposed tar-
iffs, area companies are also
waiting to see what kind of retal-
iatory tariffs will be imposed by
Canada, Mexico and China,
according to The Alliance.

“The Alliance will continue to
gather and share resources with
members. Through our partner-
ship with the state chamber of
commerce, we are able to make a
tariff webinar available to mem-
bers,” reads the newsletter.

Kurt Bauer, president and
CEO of Wisconsin Manufactur-
ers & Commerce, said tariffs
will affect Wisconsin companies
differently, based on what the

company does, as well as what
sector of the economy they
belong to.

“It will take time to deter-
mine the full effect of the tar-
iffs on the U.S. and Wisconsin
economies,” Bauer said in a
statement. “WMC is most con-
cerned about the impact on the
supply chain and energy costs.
For example, the supply chain
will be stressed for some com-
panies, similar to what we saw
during COVID-19. And Wiscon-
sin gets much of our oil and
gas from Canada, specifically
Alberta. A 10 percent tariff on
imports will increase the cost,
which will affect the entire
economy in some way, includ-
ing manufacturing, agricul-
ture, shipping, etc.”

Tariffs expected to cause chain reaction among area companies 

Ex-teacher Tempel asks judge 
to rule in her favor in federal suit
against Waukesha School District

Tempel also challenges 
district expert 
on job search

See TEMPEL, PAGE 5A

Candidates square off for Waukesha District 8 aldermanic seat 

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — Melissa Tempel, the teach-
er fired by the Waukesha School District
over her comments about the district’s
refusal to include the song ”Rainbowland”
in a spring elementary school concert in
2023, is asking a federal judge to summarily
decide the case in her favor.

Tempel, a dual-language teacher at Heyer
Elementary, took to Twitter to complain
after the district struck “Rainbowland,” a
song by Miley Cyrus and Dolly Parton, from
Heyer Elementary’s spring concert, attract-
ing national attention. The district reasoned
that the song went against its policy on con-
troversial issues.

Tempel sued the Waukesha School District
and Superintendent James Sebert in federal
court after the district placed her on leave
then fired her — for violating board policies
regarding the chain of command — despite
her having no prior disciplinary record. She
alleged the defendants violated her First
Amendment rights when they punished her
for speech she made outside of working
hours, off district property on her own time. 

Couple
found dead
in Village of
Waukesha

home  
identified

WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department has identified
the couple found dead in their Village of
Waukesha home on Friday.

The department said the county Med-
ical Examiner’s Office has positively
identified them as Donald Mayer, 51,
and Tatiana Casap, 35. The county Med-
ical Examiner’s Office declined to
reveal a cause or manner of death
Wednesday, citing a nondisclosure
order put on the case.

The two were found dead in their
home on Cider Hills Drive on Friday
after Mayer’s mother requested author-
ities do a well-being check after not hav-
ing had contact with him for weeks,
apart from text messages she said she
found weird that she received Feb. 23. A
school resource officer also requested a
well-being check at the residence
because Casap’s son Nikita, who previ-
ously had perfect attendance, was
absent from school the previous two
weeks with no excused absences, a
criminal complaint said.

Nikita Casap, 17, was charged Mon-
day in Waukesha County Circuit Court
with operating a motor vehicle without
owner’s consent and theft-movable
property (special facts) and had a war-
rant issued for his arrest. He has not yet
appeared in court here, nor has he been
charged with homicide in the case.

In the home, deputies found Tatiana
Casap dead in a first-floor hallway,
wearing a jacket and with a blanket cov-
ering her body and towels over her legs,
the complaint said. Deputies found a
possible exit wound in the female’s
back, near her right shoulder and
observed a possible bullet hole in a wall
near where the body was located, the
complaint said. Mayer’s body was later
found in a first-floor office, covered by a
pile of clothes, with a wound to the back
of his head, the complaint said.

Nikita Casap was arrested Friday
night in WaKeeney, Kansas, with the
family dog in Mayer’s car. Officers
found a .357 Magnum gun and ammuni-
tion, as well as the driver’s licenses of
both deceased people, in the car, the
complaint said. Records in the home
showed Mayer bought a .357 Magnum,
but the gun was not found when
deputies searched the home. The com-
plaint added records of a device showed
Casap left Waukesha on Feb. 24, travel-
ing through Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska,
Wyoming and Colorado before the
records ended. See TARIFFS, PAGE 5A
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