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WAUKESHA — The Waukesha Public
Library has been awarded a $10,000 gift from
the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the
foundation created by philanthropist Andrew
Carnegie.

The funding is part of Carnegie Libraries
250, a national initiative marking the upcom-
ing 250th anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence while recogniz-
ing the roughly 1,280 Carnegie Libraries that

continue to serve communities across the
United States.

Between 1886 and 1917, Scottish immigrant
Andrew Carnegie funded the construction of
1,681 free public libraries nationwide. About
750 of those libraries remain in their original
buildings, while others have relocated over
time. Opened in 1904, the Waukesha Public
Library is one of 63 Carnegie Libraries built
in Wisconsin through the historic program. 

“I’d like to thank the Carnegie Corporation
for their generous gift to the library. Since
Andrew Carnegie’s original gift of $15,000 to
help build the first free-standing library in
Waukesha, the library has helped meet the
educational and entertainment needs of its
community. As the Waukesha Public Library
celebrates its 130th year, we look forward to
being a key part of the community for anoth-
er 130,” said Library Director Bruce Gay.

The library will receive the funds this
month and may use the gift at its discretion to
commemorate the nation’s 250th anniversary,
advance the library’s mission, and benefit the
community.

For more information, visit carnegieli-
braries.org or WaukeshaPublicLibrary.org,
or call 262-524-3682. The Waukesha Public
Library is located at 321 Wisconsin Ave.,
Waukesha. 
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The current Waukesha Public Library building as it stands today. The Waukesha Public
Library has been awarded a $10,000 gift from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the
foundation created by philanthropist Andrew Carnegie.

The original Waukesha Public Library building in 1904. The Waukesha Public Library has been
awarded a $10,000 gift from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the foundation created by
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie.
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WAUKESHA — A Cary, Ill., man
is free on bond after he allegedly
used an online artificial intelli-
gence tool to create images of his
girlfriend’s teenaged younger sis-
ter in pornographic situations over
the past two months.

Aidan Brewis, 20, was charged
last week in Waukesha County Cir-
cuit Court with three counts of pos-
sessing virtual child pornography
and four counts of possessing child
pornography, and faces 21 to 175
years in prison if convicted of all
counts. He was released from cus-
tody after signing a $10,000 signa-
ture bond on Jan. 20, and waived a
preliminary hearing Wednesday.
His next court appearance is set for
Feb. 11.

According to the criminal com-

plaint, a Lisbon
woman reported to
sheriff’s deputies
on Jan. 18 that she
accessed the phone
of her boyfriend,
Brewis, while he
was asleep, and
found what she
called an AI video
of her sister, a
teenager, in a sexual situation. She
and Brewis argued over the discov-
ery, and he began deleting things
from his phone as she called police.

Brewis said the woman was
reacting to a photo of her sister in a
bikini that he’d taken on a family
vacation. He admitted he used an
AI program to modify it into a
short video of the girl moving her
hands on her body, saying it was
probably “not right” but denied it
being a nude image, the complaint
said.

However, a detective reviewed
Brewis’ phone and found videos
and pictures which showed at least
three AI-generated files of the girl
nude or engaged in sex acts, as well
as other images of known child
pornography, the complaint said. 

“A total of approximately (50) AI
generated files, both images and
videos were located on Aiden’s
phone which showed Victim A
either engaged in sex acts or in sex-
ually suggestive positions or cloth-
ing,” the complaint said. “Other
files were located in the hidden
folder which showed images which
appeared to show screenshots
taken from teen girl(s’) social
media accounts, specifically Insta-
gram. Also stored in the hidden
portion of the photo gallery were
AI generated images of the Insta-
gram girl(s) nude.”

The criminal complaint charges

Brewis with three counts of violat-
ing a state law enacted in 2024 that
makes it illegal for anyone to use
computer equipment to generate
sexual images involving children.
Brewis’ attorney Jonathan LaVoy
said he hasn’t received all the
information in the case yet from
the state, but he’s working with
Brewis and his family as it goes
forward. He said he must consider
all the evidence as a whole, both
the material that was allegedly cre-
ated with AI and the material that
wasn’t.

“I’ve worked on a number of
these AI-generated cases before the
law went into effect. This is a
brand-new statute that hasn’t real-
ly been tested,” he said. “I reviewed
the statute. I have some concerns
about the way the statute is written
and whether the state can prove
the elements it needs to prove, No.

1, and No. 2, whether the statute is
constitutional as written.” 

He said “the devil’s in the
details” with AI cases, because a
computer-generated image could
be a cartoon, for example.

“Who knows? It’s up to a comput-
er’s imagination so I think it really
depends what image has been cre-
ated by the AI and whether it fits
the statutory definition of virtual
child pornography. I think it’s an
important issue in our state and
something I am going to look into
very closely,” he said. “It’s definite-
ly a very interesting issue and it’s
something I think is going to be a
big issue in the future because
there are so many of these AI
applications people can download
or utilize to generate AI images out
of … images pulled off the inter-
net. There is a lot of uncertainty
right now with this.” 
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WAUKESHA — An arrest war-
rant has been issued for a Nigeri-
an man seeking to have him held
on $100,000 cash bail after he
allegedly defrauded a Merton
man out of more than $100,000 in
a fraudulent cryptocurrency
scheme in 2023 and 2024.

Tamuno Imiegbam, 32, was
charged this week in Waukesha
County Circuit Court with a
count of theft greater than
$10,000 and conspiracy to commit
money laundering over $10,000,
and faces up to 20 years in prison
if convicted.  In addition, the
state is seeking to seize the equiv-
alent of $75,597.78 in Tether digi-
tal currency remaining in an
account the state had frozen as
part of the investigation.

According to a criminal com-
plaint in the case, a Merton man
reported to police in June 2024 he
was contacted via the LinkedIn
website in May 2023 by a person
who represented themselves as
an agent of the Sterling Trading
Option Co. of New York and Lon-
don, offering an opportunity to
invest in cryptocurrencies. He
arranged an account with that
company and was instructed to
send Bitcoin to a digital wallet
address. In May and June 2023,
the man sent just over $100,000 to
the Sterling digital wallet, in 12
separate transactions. In return,
he received statements inform-
ing him his investment had
grown to as much as $300,000, the
complaint said. A detective later
determined the Sterling site was
not legitimate and the reported
gains were fictional, the com-
plaint said.

In October 2023, the man tried
withdrawing his investment
from Sterling, but was told he
would need to pay a fee of $60,000
to do so, which he did over three
installments, sending them to a
New York bank to the account of
a person who he believed was a
broker for Sterling, the com-
plaint said. 

The next month, the man was
contacted by his original contact
who claimed someone took his
original money and reinvested it,
but the funds were still available
if he downloaded an app for two-
way verification to release the
money, the complaint said. The
man contacted his bank’s fraud
unit and then notified authori-
ties.

Waukesha County Sheriff’s
detectives traced the transac-
tions, and learned that once the
man sent his Bitcoin to Sterling,
it was transferred to two other
digital wallets, one of which had
a balance remaining of $1, the
complaint said. The other, with a
balance of $35,600 worth of Bit-
coin, was owned by Imiegbam;
both were owned by Nigerians,
the complaint said, adding a digi-
tal currency exchange company
named Binance was able to pro-
vide identifying information for
Imiegbam. Imiegbam’s Binance
account showed the Sterling
account had received about
$130,000 from September 2022 to
August 2023, and once Bitcoin
was received there, it was trans-
ferred to another cryptocurren-
cy, Tether, with each unit worth
about $1, the complaint said.

A detective was able to freeze
and seize about $75,597 in that
account in April 2024. But once
that happened, the detective got
several emails from a gmail
account linked to Imiegbam’s
Binance account asking about
the investigation. The author
claimed he operated a business
on Binance.com and the funds in
his account belonged to his
clients, but when pressed for
records to corroborate those
claims, the author stopped
responding, the complaint said.

As for the $60,000 sent to a New
York bank as a fee to access the
victim’s funds, once those trans-
fers occurred, the funds were
withdrawn through a variety of
online financial services, then
used to buy additional Bitcoin to
be sent to Imiegbam’s Binance
account, the complaint said. 

Nigerian man charged
in cryptocurrency

fraud scheme
Merton man reported 
loss of over $100,000

WAUKESHA — A 34-year-old
Pewaukee man is accused of driv-
ing while intoxicated, striking
two vehicles and hitting a
woman’s knee during an attempt-
ed hit-and-run in the City of
Brookfield.

Brett M. Meinecke was charged
Jan. 22 in Waukesha County Cir-
cuit Court with second-degree
recklessly endangering safety and
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence, second
offense. If convicted, he faces up
to 10 years in prison. Court
records show a $500 cash bond
was signed, and his next court
appearance is scheduled for
Wednesday.

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Brookfield police were dis-
patched Jan. 18 to a hotel parking
lot along Moorland Road for a
reported hit-and-run. A woman
told dispatch that her vehicle had

been struck by a
gray Ford sedan
and that the driver
appeared to be try-
ing to leave the
scene. She also
reported the driver
may have been
intoxicated.

While still on the
phone with dispatch, the woman
said the same vehicle struck
another car in the parking lot, the
complaint said. 

Police learned the suspect ini-
tially hit the rear of the woman’s
vehicle. She got out of her car and
said the driver then attempted to
flee, driving forward and striking
her knee with the vehicle. She
reported no injuries. The driver
then put the vehicle in reverse
and hit a second vehicle, the com-
plaint said.

The suspect vehicle was later

found parked on South Moorland
Road, just north of Hackberry
Lane. Meinecke was identified as
the driver. An officer noted that
he appeared “extremely intoxicat-
ed” and had difficulty maintain-
ing his balance, the complaint
said.

When asked how much he had
to drink, Meinecke allegedly said
“a lot,” later telling police he had
consumed a case of beer and
vodka. He reportedly could not
recall whether the vodka had
been mixed with anything, the
complaint said. 

A preliminary breath test
showed a result of 0.323 grams of
alcohol per 210 liters of breath,
according to the complaint. 

Muskego-Norway School Dis-
trict Superintendent Todd Irvine
said Meinecke was a former
employee and his last date of
employment was June 2025.  

BROOKFIELD — Waukesha County residents are
invited to attend a lawful street demonstration
organized by Brookfield Resist from 10:30 a.m.-12
p.m. Saturday along West Bluemound Road in
Brookfield.

“Waukesha Resist is promoting joint participa-
tion in the Brookfield demonstration as a way for
community members to gather in a visible, nonvio-

lent, community-centered expression of civic con-
cern. The theme addresses the issue of the recent
alarming increase in the violence of ICE agents
toward citizens and non-citizens in the Twin Cities
and around the Country. The most recent events
being the killing of Renee Good and Alex Pretti, in
Minneapolis,” a news release said. 

Registration: https://bit.ly/brookfieldresist131.  

BROOKFIELD — For the fifth year, the Elmbrook
Education Foundation, in partnership with the
School District of Elmbrook and The Corners of
Brookfield, will hold Thank You Thursday.

The annual initiative provides parents, students,
alumni, staff, and community members with a way
to recognize and thank Elmbrook staff members.

“We are so grateful for our dedicated Elmbrook
staff,” said Danielle Leitner Baxter, EEF Board
member and Staff Appreciation chair. “It’s a privi-
lege to provide a quick yet meaningful way for
families, students, staff, alumni, and community
members to share their appreciation.”

Nominations, also known as Thank You Notes,

may be submitted online at
elmbrookschools.org/nominate. 

The nomination portal will close on Feb. 8.
Each week, EEF will randomly select 12 staff

members to receive a $25 gift card to The Corners
of Brookfield. The staff member who receives the
most thank-you notes overall will be awarded a
$250 shopping spree at The Corners of Brookfield.

Throughout the months of February, March and
April, EEF volunteers will also deliver Grimaldi’s
pizza and salads to more than 1,400 staff members
across 16 school buildings, making this the perfect
time to say thank you to those who make a differ-
ence every day. 
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