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Job Title Mayor 

Department Administration 

Exempt/Non-Exempt Status Exempt 

 
The mayor’s duties and powers are all established by WI state statute, not city ordinance.  Wis Stat §62.09(8): 
 
(8) MAYOR.  
 
(a) The mayor shall be the chief executive officer. The mayor shall take care that city ordinances and state laws are 
observed and enforced and that all city officers and employees discharge their duties.  
 
(b) The mayor shall from time to time give the council such information and recommend such measures as the mayor 
may deem advantageous to the city. When present the mayor shall preside at the meetings of the council.  
 
(c) The mayor shall have the veto power as to all acts of the council, except such as to which it is expressly or by 
necessary implication otherwise provided. All such acts shall be submitted to the mayor by the clerk and shall be in 
force upon approval evidenced by the mayor's signature, or upon failing to approve or disapprove within 5 days, 
which fact shall be certified thereon by the clerk. If the mayor disapproves the mayor's objections shall be filed with 
the clerk, who shall present them to the council at its next meeting. A two-thirds vote of all the members of the 
council shall then make the act effective notwithstanding the objections of the mayor.  
 
(d) Except in cities that have adopted s. 62.13 (6), the mayor shall be the head of the fire and police departments, and 
where there is no board of police and fire commissioners shall appoint all police officers, and the mayor may, in any 
city, appoint security personnel to serve without pay, and in case of riot or other emergency, appoint as many special 
police officers as may be necessary.  
 
(e) The council at its first meeting subsequent to the regular election and qualification of new members, shall after 
organization, choose from its members a president, who, in the absence of the mayor, shall preside at meetings of the 
council, and during the absence or inability of the mayor shall have the power and duties of the mayor, except that 
the president shall not have power to approve an act of the council which the mayor has disapproved by filing 
objections with the clerk. The president shall when so officiating be styled “Acting Mayor".  
 
Wis Stat §62.11(1): 
 
(1)  HOW CONSTITUTED. The mayor and alderpersons shall be the common council. The mayor shall not be counted in 
determining whether a quorum is present at a meeting, but may vote in case of a tie. When the mayor does vote in 
case of a tie the mayor's vote shall be counted in determining whether a sufficient number of the council has voted 
favorably or unfavorably on any measure. 
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