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Subject:   
Disallowance of claim for personal-injury damages submitted by Mary Ellison. 

 
Details:  
Ms. Ellison alleges that she was injured while playing tennis at Buchner Park by stepping into a drainage gutter that’s adjacent to 
the tennis courts.  Her notice of claim and a photo of the court and gutter accompany this cover sheet.  As with all personal-injury 
claims, there are issues of notice, fault, affirmative defenses, and potential subrogated interests of medical insurers.  These are 
not issues that can be decided on the basis of the submitted documents, and the claim should be disallowed.  Ms. Ellison should 
be notified that she should consult with her own attorney about filing suit against the City. 
 

 
Options & Alternatives: 
The claim could be paid.  The current amount of the out-of-pocket expenses she wants reimbursed is $93.17.  However, she 
notes that her O-O-P for medical bills and PT is yet to be determined, and could be substantial.  She probably does not realize 
that her medical insurance carrier would seek reimbursement of its subrogated interest, too, which would likely be very 
substantial.  Therefore, payment of the present claim is not advisable. 

 
Financial Remarks: 
There is no immediate financial impact to the City as a result of disallowing the claim. 

      

Staff Recommendation: 
 City Attorney’s office recommends formal disallowance of the claim. 

 










