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Subject:

Denial of claim for recovery of unlawful taxes filed by Salem United Methodist Church

Details:

The city assessor determined that the number of acres owned by Salem United Methodist Church that is
exempt from real property taxation decreased from 10 acres to 6.55 acres in 2018 and that 3.45 acres were
taxable. Salem United Methodist Church claims that the entire 10 acres is exempt from taxation. The church
filed a claim to recover the taxes it paid for 2018.

Options & Alternatives:

The city could allow the claim of the church and refund the taxes paid on the property determined to be
exempt, estimated $776. The city attorney’s office requests that the claim be denied. It is possible that the
church will pursue litigation. If it does so, the denial has the effect of limiting the time to file a lawsuit to 90
days after notice of disallowance.

Financial Remarks:
If the taxpayers claim is allowed, refund of approximately $776 out of account 9456.55930 “assessment refunds”.

Executive Recommendation:
The city attorney’s office recommends and requests denial of the claim of Salem United Methodist Church.
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