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L. Name ot Property

hlstoric name Northwestern Hotel

other names/site number Ciup 400

2. Location

gtreet & number 322 Williams Street N/A NoT_ror puplication
city, town waukesha N/A viclnity
state Wisconsin code WI county Waukesha coae L33 zip coae bHJ3lyb

3. Classirication

Qwnership or rroperty category ot Property NOo. ot Resources withln YIOperty
_X private _X bu1ilding(s) contriputing noncontripbuting
___ puplic-iocal ____daistrace L ____ buitdings
____ puplLic-state ___Site - _____S1ites

public-Federal ____ strucrture - _____ strucctures

____object - ______objects
b _U___ Total

Name of related multiple property listing: NOo. ot contributing resources

previously Listed 1n the
None National Keglster y




4. State/pederal Adency certitricatlion

As the designated authorltTy under tne Natlonal H1STOric Preservation ACt 0of LYbb,

as amended, | hereDy Certiry that Ttnls _X nominatlion ___request Lor determination

Ot eligibility meets the aocumentatlon stanaards tor registering properties 1in tie
National Reglster or HLSCOrlC Flaces and meets Che procequrai and Droressionai

requirements set rorth in 3sb CKR Part 6U. Lln my opinion, the property meets
does not meet the Natlonal reglster criteria. see continuation sheet.
Signature ot Certitylng orticlal Date

State or Feaeral agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. See continuation sheet.
signature of commenting or other ofticlal bate

State or Feaeral agency and bureau

5, National Park Service (ertitication

L, herepy, certity that this property 1s:

enteread in the Natlonal Reglster.
See continuation sheet

determinea eliglble for the National
Register. See continuation sheet

determined not eLigiple for the

National Register.

removed from the National Register.

other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date
b. Functions or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(enter categories trom instructions) (enter categories trom instructions)

DOMES'TIC/hotel COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant




]. Description

Arcnitectural (lassification Materials
(enter categorles trom instructlions) (enter categories rrom lnstructions)
trounaaclon stone
other: Commercial Vernacular walls Bricx
wood
root Aspnait
other wood
r'in

Descripbe present and N1STOrX1C physical appearance.

The Nortnwestern Hotel 1S & nighly 1nCact Cwo-sSTOry rectlllnear plan commerclal
Vernacular rorm Drick building that was built as a notel ana saloon (a. L893-4. The
proprietor or the hotel, Vaientine lmig, bullC 1T CTO Cater TtO Travelers arriving at
the aepot ot tne Chicago and Northwestern kailroad (siY willlams street), wnicn,
althougn now a restaurant, 1s stlll lntact ana 1s located dlrectliy across Williams
Street trom tne notel. lmlg operated the hotel untll nls death 1in 1Jl4, and a
successilon ot later owners have Since operated the Dulldlng as a weil Known tavern
and music club that has peen known as the CLub 4UU since the early lYysUs. Lkxcept
for changes TO The £lrsT STOry OL The maln tacage that were recently reversed py a
sensitive restoratlon, the original exterlor appearance ot tne notel nas survived
the LU0 years since 1T was built 1n an almost totally intact state.

At The tlme the hoTtel was pullt Waukesha anjoyed a natlonal reputation as a summer
resort due TO iT5S assiduous promotlon ot the health-giving properties ot The Liocal
spring waters. ‘'hils promotion began 1n lsbd and its success led to the construction
of numerous large hotels throughout the city and caused the local population to
increase rrom 2500 in 1870 to 8740 by L9i0. By the turn-ot-the-century, however,
the economic importance ot the city's resort trade began to decline and numerous
manutacturing concerns were created To take 1Ts place, transtorming the city's
economic pase. This transrormation, coupled with Waukesha's close proximity TO the
city of Milwaukee, greatly lncreased waukesha's population, which by 1480 numpered
53,94, making LT Wisconsin's eilgnti-largest CltY. This transtormatlon was aLlso
accompanied Dy the dradual demolition of all or the city's nlneteenth CENtury resort
hotels. ‘Today only a few early downtown hoteis and the TWo railroad-related notels
on Williams STreet survive TO glve Testimony to this era 1n Waukesna's N1STOIY.

Williams Street is one block in Length ana runs from e€3sT To west between Grand
Avenue and Maple Avenue. ‘'he topodraphy 1n thils viClnity 1S tiat ana the
neighborhood in which the hotel 1S sSltuated 1S located tour DLOCKS south of the
central business district of Waukesha. ‘Thls neignhpornooa was once tne prime
residentilal @isCriCt ln the clCy, and althougn chandlng usage nas altered 1t, a4
numper ot the 1mportant Greek Revival, ltalianate, and yueen Anne style houses that
once dotted tnls area still survive, particutarly along Grana Avenue. Tne
construction ot the Chlcago ana Northwestern railroad Tracks aCross the soutnern
edge of thls area ln l#dl, nowever, resuited in the Creation ot an 15laha ot mixed
commerclal and manutacturing building types 1n its immedlate vicinity, ana the
Northwestern Hotel 13 one ot these bulidings,

The notel 1s placed on the lett nalt ot a large 74-tooT-wlde DY lZ21-toot-deep lot

that 1s Located 1n the miadle ot the nortnh side ot Williams street. Thls lot taces
the depot on the south side ot the street and the rear Ot tne lOT once contained a
large one-story shed and there was also & Narrow LWo-sStory awelling locatea on 1tTs.
rignt-nand portion. Neitner ot tnese otner puildings 1S now extant and the surrace

X see contlnuation sheet
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0of the Lot not occupled DY The notel nas recentliy heen Compietely placktopped for
parxing. Several contemporary neighporing puilaings still survive, nowever,
incluaing a trame construction Boomtown form store (33U Willlams street), a
vernacular Queen Anne style trame awelling (324 Wiiliams street), and the siightly
earlier and recentliy resided trame construction Chicago House notel (J3lo Williams
Street). All or these buildings line the north siae oOr williams street tacing tne
depot and, with the Nortawestern Hotel as thelr centerplece, constlitute a

surprisingly intact part ot Waukesna's nineteenth century neritage.

The Northwestern Hotel is a treestanalng trame Construction TWo-sStory puilding
having a rectilinear plan ana palnted DI1CK 2XTEr10r walls that rest on ashlar
Waukesha limescone toundatlon walls. These walls enclose a rull basement story and
the basement 1S tloored 1n concrete. Several courses Or the toundation wall stone
are visible apove grade and Chey are terminated on the 51de ana rear elevations DYy a
sligntly projecting Dricx watertable that 1s Tnree Courses wice. ‘''ne principal
facade abuts the concrete sidewalk that parallels Willlams Street. 'nis tacade
faces south anad iS Zb-treet-wilde ana 1TS T1XST STOrY 15 tramed Dy DIicK pllasters at
tne corners ana Dy a neavy cast lron Lintel apove tnat spans most ot the width ot
the tacade. Kacn of Tnese pllasters 1s gecorated DY TWO large cut stone quarry-
faced DlLOCK3, one ot wnich 15 placea at tne level Ot thne watertable ana the other or
wnich 1S Dlaced about elgnt teet apove drade. 'he windows and the main entrance
door tnat origlnally tiliea the space petween these pllasters were aill removed many
years ago, but 1in 1Yy¥Y the Dpresent Owner renovated this portion or the tacade by
inserting three Large single pane sSnOW Wlndows TO the left ot a nine panel oax
entrance door. Pranellea bpuikneaas were then placed pelow each ot the winaows and
windows and the wall surfaces apove and To the sides were then covered with thin
vertically placea boaras ot thne type commonly callea 'wainscoting.' A large canvas
awning was then suspended apove the wlndows and doot. ‘'he resultlng appearance 1is
faithful to the period ana represents a good attempt at recreating the original
window treatment.

The cast iron iintel that supports the second sStory ot the facade 1s surmounted pY A
cast iron cornice that is decorated with cast iron brackets at eitner end. The
second story is symmetrical in aesign and three-bays-wide and each pay consists OrL a
singie flat-archea window opening that contains a one-over-one-light double nhung
wooden sash window. Both the lett ana rignt-hand bays are identical in size and
they flank the almost ildentical Dbut sligntly wider center opening. kach opening has
a cut stone quarry taced sill ana 1s surmounted Dy a seml-clrcular arched DIr1CK
voussoir that enrrames a Drilck spandrel. ‘hese spandrels are surtaced 1n bricx that
is compleTely tormed OUT Orf neaders arrayed 1n a stacked oona. kvery other neager
in each Course then ProJects torward trom tne spandrel tace, cCreatlhg a nldanly
distincrive three-dlmensional checkerboarda pattern. 'ne voussolrs Of the tTwo
smalier opDenings are eacn tormed OUt of & S1lngie course ot Soidier DLLCKS wnlle TnAat
of Tthe wlder center Opening 1s tormea cut Or a Course or sSoldler ana neader DY 1CKS.
Impost3 placea at the ends OL €aCn VOUSSOLlX CON3LSt Of 4 sihgle small cut scone
quarry taceg DLOCK.
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The hotel nas A sSLMpLle gaple FOOr WiITR overnanging eaves, a4 riageiine tThar LIRS LrXom

nortn ToO south, and slopes that are sheatned 1n aspnalt shilndles. centersa in the
gapie end of the maln racade above Cnhe 58CONG STOry's Center window opening is a
pair ot smail riat-arched window openinds separated oy & TALlD Drick mullicn. ‘These

two openings share a COMMON Cut Stone Slll and they each contain a single double
hung wooden sash Wl1Nndow whose DOTTOmM nalt 1S & single Lignt and whose ©o0p nait
contains rour Llgncs cresaced py "i" snaped muntin pars. ‘The most prominent teature
of the gable ena, thougn, 1S the elaborate palnted tln COrnice that CLerminates 1t.
This cornlce CONSLSTS Ot a Droad rascia that 1s decoratea wlth Larde Drackets and
elaporate crown molaings. LT S1ts on TOop Of the walii (wnlcn rises 5.1gntiy anove
the roofllne) and 1ts TWO lower enas are each ornamentea by a single large console
bracket. ''ne cornice then rollows the angle ot the roor as a raklng COrnlce untii
reachlng the levelL ot the sSl1ll of the Wlndows Ln the gable 2nd. AT Tnis polnt tne
cornice pecomes norizontal, terminating against the sides or the outer eddes or tiae€
windows in the gable ena. Large decorated console brackets are then positicnega on
eitner sice ot these winaows and they nelp support a second bracketed cornice that
forms tne base ot a Large arched pediment that surmounts tne winaow group. MOST ot
the semi-circular tympanum of tnls peaiment is tillea with ralsed tin-covered tlower
petals that radiate rrom a center in sunpurst tasnion. A bracketed trieze then
completes the tympanum and the Deaiment is then terminated with crown moliding.

The two side elevations of the hotel are each 6Z-teet 1n length and asymmetrical 1n
design. ‘'fhe tenestration pians ot these elevations and of the rear elevation appear
to have been determined largely by functional needs. The east-tacing siae 2ievation
is six-bays-wlae ana 1TS lert nalf 1S essentlally teatureless, naving a wall surrace
that is broken only by a single one-over-one-light tlat-arcned aouble nung winaow in
the center (Bay No. L) ot tne second STOry level and Dy an 1denticai but smailer
window that 1s orfset slLlgntly to The r1gnt on the Lloor DeLlow (Bay No. Z2). 'nese
windows, llke all the other orilginal windows on the slde and rear elevatlons or the
hotel, are rlac-arched, have wooden sash, wooden s1lls, anda cut stone quarry tacea

lintels.

The rignt nalt ot This eievatlion 1S Much more densely renestratea. Bay NO. J
contains a single large one-over-one-11ght wlndow in both 1Ts first and second
stories. bBay No. 4 contalns a smail one l1lgnt window 1n 1TS seconda story and a
single large one-over-one-i1gnt wlndow 1n the story pelow. Bay No. 5 contalns a
single lLarge one-over-one-.1gnt window 1n DOTN 1TS tirst ana second stories, and Bay
No. 6 contalns a single large one-over-one-Light winaow in 1€s second story only,
there peing no openings in 1ts tirst story. ‘fhe tlrst rloor windows in Hays No. 4,
4, ana 5 are still 1ntact but they now nidden benlnd closea DAlrs oL Louvered wooden
snutters. Bays No. 3, 4 and 5 al30 have small Dasesment STOrY WIndows Wit Cut stene
lintels as weil, although tne opening in Bay No. 5 was tlllea 1n with Stone at 2
later date. ‘his elevation is tnen surmounted DYy overhanding wooden eaves decorated
with motding thaC represent a contlnuation ot the Crown moiding used on the main
facade and there is also a hignly 1intact cream Dricx chimney shatt placea on tne
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siope ot the root apove and Detween Bays No. 5 ana b, T'nis shact 1S supported pY a
metal roa that 1S anchored on the roo0r siope and 1t 1S surmounted by 3 decorative
corpelled Dbricx cap.

The rear or north-tacing elevation ot the hotel 15 also Zb-feet-wide and 1T TOO 15
asymmetrical in design. A single large one-over-one-iignt double nung windaow that
is now covered Dy a pair ot louvered wooden shutters is placea at the tar left side
of the first story. Just to the right of this window and sLightly to the lett of
the center of the elevation 1s the rear entrance door opening. ‘'his tlat-arched
opening contains 1ts original six-panel wood door and 1T 15 topped Dy a transom that
is now tilled with an air conaitioner. ‘The door opens outward onto a modern wooden
stoop and three wooden steps then aescend to grade. Centered in the 5econd STOIY 13
another large one-over-one-1lignt double hung window and centered 1n the gable and
above 1S a smaller one-over-one-.i1ght double nhung oblong-snaped window. All Tnes2
Wwindows and the rear door opening nave cut stone tinteis and wood Ss1lls that are
Ldentical to those tounda on the slde elevatlons. The overnanging eaves ana Crown
molaings that terminate tnis gaple ena are ailso identical to those on the 31de
elevarions as well except ror the rtact that on this eievatlon these eaves ars2
returned.

The b/-ro0T-LlOng west-tacing siae elevation is large.y nidden trom view DY tne nouse
nexr @oor DUt Lt LS rlve-bays-wide and neariy ldentical to cne eastc-taclng elevation
in its asymmetricallTy and rtenestratlon. ''ne winaow Openings on this 2levatlcn are
all concencratea 1n cne left-nand hait ot tnis elevacion (this 1S 1TS northern Or
rear nair). Large one-over-one-11gnt doubie hung windows are ptacea 1n DOth the
first and second stories ot the t£irst three bays from the lett. A 3mailer one-over-
one-i1ght double hung wincow is then placed in the secona story ot the tourtn Ray
ana a still smaller one-i1gnt wlnaow 1S5 located 1n the story below 1t. ‘fhe rirch
bay trom tne lert then contains a single larger one-over-one-lignt doubie nung
window in 1ts second story anda there 1s no opening in the Story peiow or on tne
remaining nalr or the eslevation. 'his eltevation 1S tnen terminated DY the Same
overnanging eaves and crown moiding tThat are employed on the east-tacing sidae
eievation.

The interior ot the hotel has been greatly altered over the years and virtually
nothing of the original now remains except for some Of tirst story's original 0&kK
flooring. The first story originally contained a saloon and the second story
contained hotel rooms. Beyond this, however, little intormation has peen tound tnat
allows the original configuraticn ot these STOT1esS to be reconstructed wWith any
accuracy. [t 1s known, thougnh, that i major reconstructlon ot the rlrST 3Etory CLOOK
place between 1947 ana 1¥5U and that This remodelilng resulted in tne room layout
cnat ex1sts today.* ‘fne then owner, George Polituss, had the originai 3TOrefront

+ Ci1Ty of Waukesna Building rermits. Clty ot waukesha Bullaing inspection Unit.
City Hall, 2uL veliarield Street, waukesha.
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that naga peen located petween che CwWo Corner pliasters re ovad ana this 3Dace Was
then filled in wlth DricCK &nd wWilth JlasSs DLOCK and a smaiiey oDlong winhacw was tnen
centereac on tnhis part or th2 racade. iln aaqicion, tne Qridinal centcered entrance
aoor, whicn was 1inset several reet 1nto the tacade anpc reacned Dy cLimpblng & sSnorT

curved £ilgnt Of STalrs, was lowered TO Jround ievel ana movea TCO cthe rigqnt nand
side or the racade where 1T 1S togay. ‘he I.igOr Or Tie LIONT Na:it 0L the s3aioon
area (tne DArroom) was cthen lowered TO gJrounad level as well, resulcing in the CTWo-
jevel 1nterior that is still extant today.

Beslides the structural moalirlicacions, the Lnterior or the Llrst story was also
modernizea 2T this Ttilme. A small 1nTerio0r entrance vestlpbule was created in the
soutneast corner or cthe tirsc cleoor. ‘the remaining wall space along the e3ast wall

of tne lLowered Darroom area was then glven over to a long leather OI Nauganyae-
covered banguette and tour small square single pedestal tables were then boltea to
the tloor in tront or thls banguette. ¢ositioned along the west wall opposlte was a
new streamllned Dar and bDack par. AL tne same tlme, the ce1ling was also lowerea
anda a large rectandgle opening with rounded corners was cut into the new ceiiing, the
shape belng accentuatea Dy the use O higden ceiling Lignting placea just inside the
perimeter or the cutout. The resuit was a simple mocern-100k1ng 1interlor that owed
more tnan a little to the Art Moderne style designs of the LY3Us and early 1940s.

The present owner OfL Tne notel pegan a major reconstruction ot nhis own in 1989. in
that year the orick ana glass Dlock 1948 storefront was replaced with the much more
sympathetic three window front cgescriped on Continuation Sheet 7.1. Beaaed
wainscotting was pilaced on tne inside Wwall Of Cne Darroom Delow Tthese Nnew W1NAOWs,
the banquette seating on the east wall was replaced Dy tour ralsed plywooa DoOTAS,
and the mirrored LY4% pack bar, With 1TS panded Lighting ana curved glass s3nelving,
was removed ana replacea Witn more e1aporate wWooden trivtures having a neo-victorian
appearance. ‘'he ly48 par, tnougn, 1S still extant and is ln good, targely oridinal
condiTion. Wwnen seen trom above tnls Dbar nhas tne shape ot a lowercase Letter "b"
and it teatures a moided s0lld wood tTOD rall, pbircn veneer paneitilnd, 3nd a
projecting oottom rail OI rOOT resSt. 'ne celllng Cutout TOO was altered DY 1aving
elaporate take beams, sTenciled panels and cei1llng rans ptacea insice Lt. ‘Ine
result Of this remodellng nas Deen TO glve the D3rroom a more "yvictorian" appearance
that, wnlle not nistorlcally accurate, 1S never-tne-Less, STL1LL 1n Xeeplng witn the
spirit or the building.

''he nortTh end or The DAr room (wnlcn COmprises the south halt or the flrst 3TOIry) IS
terminated Dy a five-root-tall wainscott-silded partition wali Cthat 1S surmounted DY
two open bDasketnandle-shaped arcnes. ‘these irches =cno the shape ot tne celilnd
cutout and gate rrom the 1Y4y remodeling. The eascernmost ot these arcnes spans a
flignt or rive steps tnat lead up rrom the Darrocm TO the games room that oCCupies
Che midale ana a part of tne rear or this sSTOLY. This LS Tne MOST LnCAcC remalning

2 ity ot Waukesna Buiiding rermits. Up. Cit.
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portion ot The orlgilnal saloon, DT 1E5 only Surviving nistoric teaturss are the
walls, wnich are plasterea, and the simpie window and door surrounas, which are
originat.

fhe interior ot the Nortnwestern Hotel 1s now an interestling mixture ot oia and new
eiements, wnlch aithougn not ot hlstoric signiticance, still manage TC convey a
sense of the nhistory ot the builaing. The exterlor, however, 1s 1n excellent and
largely original conaition. The recent renovation ot the £1rst sSTory ot the main
facade and the attenaant restoration ot tne rest oI the exterior has returned the
notel to a state that 1s very close to 1tTs original historic appearance.



3. Stacement of signliricance
Certitylng orriclai nas consicered tne signiricance of TthIS SrOperTY 1N relation ©o
QTner pPropercties nacionaliy statewlae x__locaily
Appllcaple National Keglster criterla A 3 X D
Critaria LConslderacions [(xXceprlons) A 8 L ] ) ) i3
Areas cr signiricance
(enter categories ftrom instructlons) rveriod 0L SsSigniticance Signiticant bactes
Arcniteccture L1393-1894 Ca. 13937
Cultural Aftiliation
N/ZA
signicicant pPerson ArchiTect/BulLder
N/A ynKknown

stacte significance or property, and Justity Criterla, Criteria conslderations, anda
areas ana periods Or slgnificance notea above.

signiricance

The Nortnwestern Hotel pbulldlng 1s pelng nominated COo the National register or
Historic Praces (NRHP) tor its local signiricance under National Register (NR)
criteria A ana C. More specltically, the Nortnwestern Hotel is being nominated
because Of iTS associatlons with the MK signiticance areas ot Architecture and ot
Commerce, themes that are also identitied in thne state ot Wisconsin's Cuttural
Resource Management Plan (CRMP). Research centerea on the Vernacular cCommercial
form subsection of the Architectural Styles study unlt ot the CRMP ana the tnaustry
ana Commerce and the Architecture Theme sectlons of tne final report or the Wauxkesha
Intensive Survey. ‘'he results of this research 1s is detailed pelow ana CORLiIrms
that the Northwestern Hotel 1s locally significant under criterion C as a nighLy
intact example ot Commercial Vernacular rorm desiqn as applied to a small late
nineteenth century railroad hotel. The notel is also locally significant under
criterion A as one ot the few nineteentn century notels that stilil exists in a city

that was once nationally ramous tor Lts notelis.

The Northwestern Hotel was pullt across Williams Street rrom the Chicago and
Northnwestern Rallroad depot Ca. L¥9y3-4 by Vaientine imig, wno operatea tne notei and

its first story saloon untii nis aeath in i914. supseguently, tne notel runction of
the bulidlng ceased and tihe nhotel LOOmMS Were fransrormed lNTo apartments. ‘tne

s qhe precise gate ot CORNSTruction Ot tne notel 1S unKknown since surviving tax
recoras are incompiete tor this perioa. The waukesna ClTY airectories tor thls
period, however, tlrst 11ST Tne Northwestern HoTel 1n Ldys-Lg¥b ana vaientine imig
15 lLisTed as working at a airrereant locatlon in tne 133! directory. Since the plac
map or the Clty tnat 1s 1ncluced 1n tTae waukesha County viat Book or Lly9l, SNOWS an
earller Duiiding on Thls S1TEe ana since The L¥Y> 53anDCrN-verris map ot Wauxesna
snows Tne notel 3as 1T eX1ST3 toaay, a COnsTructlon date Detween Luyd ana 1894 1s
almost certain.

1

X See continuation snee
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saloon, howevay, has Deen operated concinuously DY a 3uccession or tatar owners, in
1TS 194y reincarnatlon as Che CLluD 4Uu, the Dulldlng a.lso Decame weil XnowWwn loCaily
for 1TS assocClations WITN LNTernationally ramous Waukesna-o20rn muslclan Les vaul

(1ylb- ), a nationally Dromlnent recoraing artlst 1n tne 1¥3Us - 135Us. Hesides
recelving sZ gold records 1n COL:iddOraclon wlth N1s partner ana then wite, Mary
Ford, raul 1s also cresditea witn Tne Creatlon Oor The ampliried solid Dody gultar ana
with tne aevelopment ot the £1rst mulCl-Track tape recording technigues, 1NVENT1ONSs
that helpea To revolutionlze DOPuUlar music DOth 1n TH1S country and abroaa atter
world wWar [[. Whille these associations with Paul are not believed TO be orf NR
signiricance since Paul is still living as ot this date, they are ot local
importance ana were an important tactor when the hotel was designated waukesna
Lanamark No. iS5 in 19390.°

A general nistory ot the City ot Waukesnha and 1ts notels 1s contained 1n Doth tThe
final report of the Waukesna Lntensive Survey?® and in the text ot the Historic
Resources ot Waukesha Multiple Resource Nomination rorm.° Consequently, the
tollowing nistoric context deals mostiy wiTh hotel deveLlopment in tne area
immediately surrounding the Northwestern Hotel and with valentine imig and the
successive DProprletors 0ot tne note:.

Nineteentn century hotels 1n Waukesha can be alvided 1nto Ttwo groups; year-round
hoteis dating trom both betore the beginning ot the "springs kra" 1n l3o3 and atcer,
and summer resort notels That were lntended tTo cater tTo the tourist trace. 'The
earliest group Of hoTeis 1ln the city were those built betore L¥bs and this smaltl
group nad their origins in the earliest years or the ploneer settiement L1rsST KNown
as PYrailrie Vvillage.

The F1rst "hotel" was McMillan's HoTel which was slmply a icg cabin DUliT 1in 1835
Dy H.3. MCMillan and hls wWlte wnere travelers were aliowea to stay overniqnt ror a
smail ree. Although orten reterred to as a nhotel, 1T was I=ally Just a aweillng.
... The tirst real lnn was the Pralrie village Hotel, another iog structure,
erected Dy Henry sowron ana opened Dy James Buckner 1in 1837. 1t was located on
‘the nortnwest corner Ot the present lntersection or white Rock Avenue ana Main
$treet. ... 1n the late 1¥40s, the village pusiness district pegan to snitt to
the Five Point area and the popularity or the Pralrieville House, as 1t was then

s Mliwaukee Journal. 'Wauxkesha ciup named a lanamark.' oOctoper sU, 1990.

5 Howard, Needles, Tammen, and Bergenaorf. HRrihg ¢ity's PAast; & THENATIC Hiataory
or Waukesha anc The ¥inal Keport of waukesnha's lntensive Resources survey. Howard,
Needles, rammen, and Bergendoff, Miiwaukee, wisconsin, LY¥8Z.

e 1hiq. H1Storic wResources Or Waukesna Muiltiple Resource Nomination torm.
Septemper, LY8Z. On rile at the sState Historical society oOr wisconsin, Historic
Preservation bivision, Madison, Wisconsin.
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callea, decilnea snarply. In the late 15403, portion3 wer2 movea to otner S1Te3
and the remalnder used ror 3 varlety OL DUrposes. When it wWas daestroyea Dy tire
in 1898, it was in use as a butcher's shop and tenemenc.

‘“he next notel was a great 1mprovement. Lhe Barstow House, DULlLT 1n 1544 oy
william A. Barstow, was a rLrame, rather than io0q, oulliding managed 2J¥ Nis prother
Jamuel (Barstow) who naa previously managea the prairieville House. ... ln 1851 1t
became the Rallroaad House under S11as sarper (1ln nener 2L the arrival or the new
MLiwaukee and M1SSiSs1ppi Rallroad) ana tne AMEr1Can Heouse 1n L8b4 unce J.R
Capie. 'ne notel, located at CThe present ilygsl s1lte OL L¥4 Ww. Main screet
burnea 1in 1¥YlL.

r .
reet,
Jacop Hengy, a Swilss 1mmigrant, tounaed the sxcnhange Hotel as an aajunct to his
tallor shop around L84b ana aadltlons were made rrom time TO time. Ln L3¥b4, Tne
notel on the SiTe Of The DIresent kstberg Jeweiry Store, was sola to Colonei
Foskett M. putney. Ln L¥/U, rutney built a tnree-story aadltion Lo Ttne r=ar or
tne notel, whicn pecame the rl1rsT portlon 0f the rutney BlocKk at d8ib N. Grand
Avenue. ‘'he old notei was moved Lrom The nortn to the south side oL tnis section
1n 1882 ana the second portion Oof Tthe Putney slocx at 35Ul W. Main street was
constructed. The remainder of the block at 30Uz N. Grana Avenue Was pulLt 1n L8vl
(NKRHP - 4/23/82)1 and the ola trame notel was razea.’

These ploneer nhotels were typlcal oL those found ln nearly every early Wisconsln
community and their pattern ot development is aiso similar, reriecting as 1t does
the graaual growth ot the communlty anda the estapllsnment Of a central business
district. Wnat maae waukesna unique among Wisconsin's nineteenth century cities,
however, was LtS deveiLopment Of a CONSlderable NUMDEr of poth large ana small noteis
that were acaptea to or designed tor the needs or Ttne TOUL1SLS wno came to the City
atter 1863, the year Col. Richarad Dunbar began the promotion ot the neattnrul

propertles contained 1in the waters of Waukesha's abuncant natural sSprings.

The Springs were responsible for the Intiux of wnat pecame thousands Of V1S1TOK3
each year. ‘'‘he noteis ex1sting in l8b% were soon tilled and a demand created tor
MUCh MOre nousing tor travelers. Many tamliles 1in the viliage ToOk 1R poaraers
sucn as the Huppbard Boarading House at 354 W. ST. Paul Avenue where Mary Yfoaa
Lincoln stayea in :$7Z. Others bullt 5L1gnTly larger hemes for boargers such as
tne i880 Samuel Hactield Boaralng House AT 4UZ W1SCONS1in Avenue (W1SCODSin Avenue
H1SCOrLC DIiSTrict, NRHP - LU/Z8/83). HOwever, a numper Or larger nOTeis were also
puilt or adapted tfrom homes.®

‘ Howard, Neeales, ‘rammen, and perdgencorr. Sprin
Of wauxesna and the #inal ¥eport of waukesna's in
Cit., D4dS. i1Y¥=2U.

¢ |pia. Pg. Z4J4.
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13 13 ncwW 2XCAant, DUt a Dri2i ment.on 9r the more

None ot The Largest oOi e
T3DLlsning Tne context 0f The Nortawestern Hotedl.

£
important ones 1S nelprul

§

Several 0L Cnese eariy horels are now 4gone sUCh as Tne 0¥ RKlver rHouse DuLlT in
1¥6Y at the corner or Maciscn anac anne Streets. Lt was partiaily aestroyved Dy
tire put was repuilt. ''ne pulldaing was razed 1N 1Y>> £Oor & new C3r dediersnip.

'he Mansion House, later the 5pring €1ty Hotel, 1S ancther of these STArting Llre
as a small residence 1n the earliy Lg>hus. [t was =2nilargea DY Jacop Bean 1n L¥de
and became one ot the largesT nomes 1n Tthe vlilage. sometime in tne LYbvUs,
Elizapetnh Clarke Carney purchasea tne bullalng as the Bruce Hotel. [In L87/1,
taking advantage ot the new TOurism generated DY Tthe sprinds, sne 3acaea a £Lb Dy 3U
foot four-story addition wnich mace L1t the Largest nhotel 1ln tne ClLy until Ll¥74.
‘'he Mansion House was aestroyed oy tlre in Uecemper iu¥Z Dut rebullt as the 5pring
City Hotel five years later py Georde x. Jones anc had over Cwo hundred rooms.
'fhis new notel was partially destroyea py tire in 1lY9Ul, repulit, ana completely
burned out in iYLl. ‘'he puilding was Located on the northeast corner ot Grand and
Wisconsin Avenues.

Despite the several new hotels, rooms were still scarce ana many could not pe
consiaered first-class. [n the early Ld70s, Chicago miiiionalre Matnew Larclin
came to Waukesha to drink the water tor his tailing neaitn. Dellgnted witn the
results, but not with the accommodatlons, ne saw an 0opportunity ana seized it. !
partnersnip witn anotner cnicago milllonalre, ‘homas B. Bryan, Larlin purcnased
the Smart rarm south ot the cilty for $i15,UUU, hada piLans drawn up DY chlcago
architect william Boynton, and Dpegan constructlon Of the massive rountaln spring
House. 'This bpbuilding, on Grand Avenue near Latlin street, was opened July 4, L1374
with 40U rooms at a cost ot S$ibU,000.

'3

On August 3L, Ly78, a rlre destroyed ail Out one wing ot tne hotei; however, DY
the opening Of tne i3y season, LAILiin Nad not oniy repullit thne driglnal section
put aoublea 1T CO accommocate JUU Juests. '‘hi3 made Tne ¥ouncain sSpring ctne
largest note.l 1n the MlawesT for many years. ‘'he notel continued TO operate
protltabty untll LYUU wnen the 5prinds kra pegan to Caper otr. ‘'‘ne notei was
closed and sola to the Metropoliltan Cchurcn Assoclation 1in iJU5. 'hat group used
tnhe pullalng as 1ts headquarters untili 1933, The builaing was razed 1n i¥5/.°

ul

0ther S1mllar and now-vanisnea esTaniiSNMents lncliucea tihe Park Hotel; a 25U room
establishment on Broadway That Degan Llrfe as a Large Second xmpire 5Tyl2 nhouse 1n
1874, was expanaea 1n :187Y, and was tinally demolisned 1n 1Y53; ana the Hyde prark
Hotal on The corner ot 5pPring and Maaison streecs, whlch was pullt py Thomas spence
in L¥84, ana cemolisheda in 19Ub.

* Howara, Needles, ‘lammen, and dergendort. Spring City's Past: & Thematic HISTOIY
or Waukesha and tnhne ¥1na! Report Or wauxesha's lntensive XesQurces survev., Up.
Cit., pgs. 23-14.
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By tne mia-1880s, then, as a resuit or all CtNiS hotel hullding ACTLViCYy, WAaukesna
had begun to call itselt "Ihe saratoga ot the West'" ana could DOAst Of nNaving major
3easonalLly operated hotels that contained nearly ZUUU rooms &t 2 Cime wnhen the cocal
population or the city numpered LesS than 5000. ‘'he creation or tnese TOUrlst-
orienced notels transtormed Waukesha's economy ang they aiso brougnt a second
railroad to the city in L¥sl. 'rne £1rst railroaa Lo connect Wauxesna tO tne outs:ide
world nad peen Tne MlLwaukee ana Misslssippl (iaCer the Mllwaukee foad), whicn was
also the tirst railroaa to De constructed 1ln wiscoensin. *he rirst sections 0ot 1tTs
tracks were Dullt Detween Mllwaukee and Waukesha in i85y, and the first train
tinally entersa Waukesha in kebruary ot 1351, Wauxesna Delng the rirst sTop on !
eventual journey TO the MLS315S1ppl R1VeX. waukesna was cthus tne £1FST COMMUNlTY LN
the STtate ©o be connecred oy rall TO anotner city. 'The s2Cond railroad Tracks to
reacn wauxesnha belongeg to CThe Mllwaukee and Madlson raiiwady Company.

T3

r'he Milwaukee and Madison Kaliway Company was tormed earlier in that year LL88 L]
CO compete witn Mllwauxee Koad rail TIArric between those two cltles. ‘'hat same
year the present !lYy¥Z) cepot at 514 willlams Street was begun. ... 'ne railroac
pegan operatlon :in webruary i#gil, DUT was Very short-ilved. Herore tihe year was
out, it ane tour other Companles nad merded CO ICrm Lne cnicago, Miiwauxee ana
NOrtnwasCern Rallway COmpany, wnlcn pecame the ChlC3d0 NOrTAWeSTLELN Railroaa. ‘the
Wwiliiams sStreet depot, as was the other one textant - Ll/3 Maaison street, 149d],
was a pusy place auring waukesna's resort period; NOwever, arter tpnac dled laround
1905), passenger tratrrtiC began a Llong, siow aecline.*"

E
T

The laying of Che Mliwaukee and Madlson CTraCKs Just CO LiE south 0oL willlams s5Treet
and two DLOCKS CO The nortn ot the Wountain sSprings House drougnt cnange to this
area. Several ot the ex1sting pulldings 1n the neighpbornood were converted 1nto
poarding houses, incluaing tnose located at .01 mapie Avenue (the Betnesaa Heuse,
non-extant) and at 31/ Ariington street (tne Ariington, non-extant). New year-round
hotels were 3ls0 DUllT directly 3across Willilams Street trom tne gepot to serve tne
needs of Ort-season ctraveiers and OLtf-cuty train Crews. ‘fhe rirst or these notels
was the trame construction two-and-a-halt story Chicago House (extant, 316 Williams
Ytreet), whlich was DuUllt pDetween 18481 ana l¥Yl. ‘''ne secona was the Northwestern

Hotel, wnicn was bulit Dy valentine imig between 1893 ana 1lgy4.

valentine [mig, the son or §icnotas lmig (18Zb-¢) and Katnerine imig (Lls3L-7), was
porn 1n New Heriin, W1sSConsin on Sepremper 1o, typ4,.~* [mig's parents nad come TO
Ch1S country Lrom Yrussia, SeTtlind on a rarm in tne Town of New Herlilin, some 21git
miies east Oor Waukesha. ‘‘nelr £1rsT cnlld, katherine, Was DOIN 1N New dertiin in
1¥5% and cheir son valentilne and his CWin Drother, Jonn, were 20In in 186z, Dein

[Ym)

mmen, ana Hergendott. Spring CITy's vast: A TNematic HisSTory
nal Keport of waukesnha's inctensive Resources survey. UD.

iv Howarc, Neeales, T
or Wauxesna anpa the ¥

Ccit., pg. J4.
1+ Waukesna vounty beatn recoras. volume 1lZ, pg. J>. wauxesna County ourtiaocuse.

1
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The S1XTh and seventh ot Tan chiildren.=<  he NICNOLAsS LmMlg ramily was Just one ot
several lmlg tamily Drancnes in the v1CLnity, lOCiucding anotiher one 1 New Seriin
neaded py Pnilllp Llmig Sr. (ly¥sd-¢) and sStlll 3nother that was neadea Dy an earller
Valentine 1lmig (L83Y-19uy).*° 'I'he MuiCipiliclTy Of Lmlg famliy mempers 1ln the
VICLNLCY Orf Waukesnha makes ror sometlmes CONrusilng stuay put the valentine imig wno
1S The subject of ChlS NisSTOLY L1rST appears in Lhe LyY: waukesna L1ITY D1L=SCLOIY 3S
a bartender reslaing at 4us Mclati Street. Lo the Lg¥5-Ll¥Yb City 2lrectory,
nowever, Imig 15 Llsted as the Droprietor or The wortnwestern notel (the 3QAQress
then pelng si. Willlams Street) and he LS Continuously LllsCed as The Droprietor ot
this notel untii nls deatnh in an sutomobile accilaent on september L., Ll¥i4.*+"

Imig's cnoice oL williams StreeC as Che sS1Te oL nlsS new notei was unaoubtealy
prompted by the presence or thne (hicago and NortawesTern Rallroad UeDOT across the
street. [t also seems probapie that L[mig dld not expect nis notel rooms CO D& tne
most proritable part ot tnls business venture. ‘he Nortnwestern Hotel's saloon toox
up the encire first sStory ot the pullding and a small meecting nall originaitly cook
up the tront hait ot the secona story. Thls lert oniy the rear na.lt to pe aivicea
into notel roomsS ana the four OY rive Smail rooms that originaily occupled this
portion ot the second story were Clearly not intenaed to De Imig's principal source
of income. ‘'he Chicago House next QOOr appears CeC nave Deen run on much the same
basis ana there was als0 another saloon TwWo dQOrs tO tne West in tne Irame
construction bullding that now bpears the aadress JjJu wWilliams Street. Tnis
concentration of saloons and several small scale notels in tne immeaiate vicinity ot
a rallroad depot was Cyplcal of that day and the Northwestern Hotel is a Ctypical
exampie or the type.

The notel runction ot The Northwestern Hotel does not appear to have survivea imig's
death. SuDSequent owners and Operators 1ncluding James Cavanaugh ana william C.
Clempau, rented out The tormer note.l rooms anda operated the saloon untll the aavent
of Pronipition. ‘'he saloon was then operated 3as a SOLT AGrlnKs estapllsnment rrom
1Y21 untll The ena ot vroniblition, arter wnich tTime 1T was agjaln operated as a
saloon Dy Mary L. Carroli. Ln L¥4/, Carroil 50ia the DUlidlng Co George w.

Polruss. POLIUSS was a Waukesha native who nada long operated an automodlle garage
In Waurkesna known as Tthe ¥0Lfuss and Heinz gJarage untll he purcnased tne ctormer
Northwestern Hotel. H1S partner 1n tnls New pusiness was his son, railph Polruss and
arter a thorougn remodellng oL Tthe saloon took pliace in LlY4¥, tne pbullding was
renamed the Club 4UU and the grand opening TOOK place 1n Ll¥4y. ‘The highlignt Of the
opening was the C1rsT DUDLLC perrormance or Polruss' otner son, Lester, and Nnis new
partner. By 1Y4%, Lester Poltuss was nationally known Dy his stage name, Les Paul
and he was Soon TO reach international tame with hls wilte ana new partner, Mary

Fora.

+< {Yaukesha County Ploneers. inaexed records in the coliecticn 0f The waukesna
County Historical Museum compiled rrom the Ly¥/U Federal Census.

13 Wauxesha County Death Kecords. Voiume b, Dg. Z9Z. Wauxesna County Courthouse.
++ Wayxesha Kreeman. sSeptemper L/, LYLild4. oUbituary of Valentine lmiqg.
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Lester wiiliam Poltuss (LYlv- ) had grown up in waukesha and nNad J4oTtisll nis 2arly
music experience there playing sSeveral 1nstruments at various CLluDsS and dance nail
around the waukesha area wnlle also acqulring the nlckname "Kea'" toY¥ nis hair

color. By 1939, ne nad changed hls name to Les Yaul and at the age ot Z3 nad pecome
a star on radio as a country singer anc harmonlca and gultar piayer, playing with
his trio on Fred Waring's nationally popular radlo show. Ln the 4Us, Paul moved to
California, where he met nis tfuture wire Colleen summers, wnho nad gJotten her starc
singing country music on Gene Autry's radilo snow 1n Hollywooa. When the coupie came
arrived in Waukesha ftor the granda opening ot the Club 400, the unexpected loss ot
Paul's supporting guitarist led him To suggest to his wife tThat sne accompany nlm
instead. ‘'fhey then changed Summers' name COo Mary ¥ora and the resuiting
pertormance, playead on the raised rear portion or the L1rsT STOry DaArroom, was tne
first pubLic appearance of what was CTO become one of America's most popular

pertorming groups 1n the 1YbUs.

93]

ln the ten years tnat were TO LOLtiOW, Les raul ana Mary ¥ora "comblned tor 3Z gola

records, lhclualng such h1ts as '‘'ennessee wWaltz,' 'vVaya Con vios,' ‘'Hummingpirda,'

‘Goodnight My Someone,'and 'Lover.'"+® ‘hese s0ngs were mace sST1l.l more memoranle

Dy their use ot electric solid Doay 4gulitars ana revoiutionary mulcti-cracg recordling
tecnnigues, both of wnlch Xaul originated.

As raul nimseltr acknowleages, Nls greatest CONTrldutlons nhave peen technological.
‘'he wizara ot Waukesha, admirers christenea him eariy on, artter nis nometown. "He
invented the 2LecTtrlCai gquitar, IOYr aii PracTtiCal purposes,” says Laursnce Lidln,
curator O muslcal 1nNSTIuments at tie MeTropOLltan Museum CrL ALT LMNew I0IK), wWnho
has compared Paul, nNOot entirely jocuiarly, €O Benjamin KFranklin as an authentlic
American tinkerer. VPaul's eariy '40s prototype, which he caliea 'he Log Decause
(unlike nollow acoustlC Juitars) 1T nhad a solid wooden boay, sounded ditrerent
trom any previous musical lnstrument.

LOong perore Tthe microchlp or even the transistor, Paul found 2lecTronic ways ot
producing echoes and delays, making one gultar souna Like two or rive, ailowing
Mary Ford to silng both tne lead and harmony on cne same recording. "He was doing
it witn a two-track stualo; toaay they're using /44 or 44 tracks," says tGultar
Worid Magazine eaitor 1n cnler N:=ej (Golawasser. "But the wnole ldea ot treatling a
sound in a studiQ, bouncing it pacx and forth, pullding the Cracx up sounc-on
-sound, that came trom Les. And ne came up with all £inds ot gizmos to do it."*®

“/ anc the CLup 4yUy was then operated DY RrRalph
1,+® ana then oy nis wiie, wlsle rPoltuss, wno
aeacth in 1Y/¥.+¢ ‘I'ne puliding was then purcnased

George PoLruss aied ilater in Lydy,
POLLUSS uUntil Nis own Geath in LYY
continuea te operate LT untii ner

+3 Martino, sam. "Anything tor Music." Ine waukespa Journai. rebruary vy, Luwu.
+s 3pan, raula. “'The Legena or Les raul." e wasnindton PesTt. wasningcon U.C.

May LU, 1987.
+7 Waukesna Kreeman. OUCtober LU, iY%4Y. uUbltuary or George W. Polruss.
]

iL. DDLITUArY or Railph W, Foiruss.

& Lhsa. epcempber Zs, L
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trom the Poltuss estate DYy LTS Dresent owner, Dan POoKwLnRs<i, who continues =9
operate 1Tt as the Club 4UU and who nas Dpeen responsipie :or renapbilitating tne t1rst
story ot the hotel anad restoring Che remainder.

su

'he Nortnwestern HOtel 1S L0Cally 51gniticant oI 1TS 3SSCCLlATLONS W1Tn Tne area oL
Commerce as ONe Of WAuUKesna's Iew SUrviviNg Nineceentn CEnTtUry notel bulldings. ‘the
SUMmMer resort trade was Waukesna's mMOSC LMPOITANT 1NQUSTIYV 1N the nineteentn Century
and hoteis are tne mesST LMPOLTANT resources type That 13 assnclated with £hls
1naustry. None of Cne elaporate victorian style summer I2sScrt hotels that gJave
Waukesna its naclonal Keputation AS & resort are now extant. cConsequentiy, the rew
downtown notels 3and Tthe few rallroad hotels rrom THAT CenTtury that STlll survive are
of special iMPOrtance as Wauxesna's oOnLy exXCant nineceentn CenCUryY representacives
ot this important resource Type. And, OL TNe [ew NOtels 1n the ClTy That were
closely associated with the city's rallroads, the Nortnwestern HoTel 1s DY far the

most intact example.

Architecture

Commercial Vernacular form buildings account tor the majorlty or Wisconsin's
nineteenth century stores and business plocks. ‘hese pulldings differ from larger
and/or more elaborately styled buildings ot tne same type in being more
stralghtforwarda Ln design and 1n being relatlively tree of features that can be
attributed to specitic styles. Most builaings that can bDe said to belong to this
form were not designed to be freestanaing, the design emphasis being airected
towaras the main street-tacing tacade. The treestandlng design ot the Nortnwestern
Hotel builaing is thus somewnat atypical ot the torm but it too reatures a main
facade that receivea virtually all or the architectural empelllsnment that was

employea on the exterior of the bullding.

The arcnitectural signiricance ot the Nortnwestern Hotei iies in 1TsS Delng an
excellent, nighly lntact exampie Oorf the Commerclial vernacular torm of desidn as
appliea to a smail-scale nineteenth century raiilroad aotel. ''ne notei exnibits a
number ot teatures such as tne recently rencvated "large retiall show Wlnaows on the
grouna story," the "simple paneled wood doOors wWith a single windaow apove," ana the
"upper storles ... characterlZed Dy S1mple Wlndow Openings" Chat are specliicaily
mentioned as nalimarks ot the torm 1n The Yernacular Commerclal ILOrm subsection of
the Vernacular Forms study unit of the CRMP.<Y ‘'he deslgn or the main tacade or the
Northwestern HOTel alsSo makes guite elaborate use Of the form's typical decorative
reatures sucn as "a cornlce oOr L-beam above the storetront" ana especiaily "an
emphatic cornice." ‘'he design Orf ThlsS COXrnice 1S especlally notewortny Ior 1ts
"metal trieze," "wood moLlLdings® and 1TS Qrnate and £xXceptlonally well preserved
pressea tin teatures.

v Wyatt, Baroara (kd.). cultural Resource Management in Wisconsin. Hlstoric
Preservation UDivision, State Hlstorlcal Soclety ot wisconsin, Madison, wWisconsin,
1986. Vol. Z, 3-1uU (Architecture).
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Thls higniy 1nTAact maln tacade makes the Nortawestern HOT2L one or THe mosT
distinctive ot the smalier Commerclal vYernacular rLorm DUlldlngs 1n wvaukesna and 1T
holds 1ts own when comparec TO other commerclal bulldlngs located ln the aowntown
section ot wWaukesha. Many ot the best and the oldest ot these commercial pulldings
were ldentlrled and nomihateda to the NR DY the waukesna lntensive Survey as part ot
the bowntown Historic District (NkHyY - L0/28/835) ana as part or tne H1STOrilcC
Resources or Waukesha Multiple Kesource Nomlnation (NkHY - Lu/Z8/83). ‘lhese
nominations 1lncluaed tine nineteenth ana early twentieth century commercial
builaings whose deslgns were LNLiuencead by one or more or the mMajor arcnltectural
styles that were in rasnion auring the nineteenth century. Vernacuiar examples,
however, being less well unaerstooa at tne tlme the survey was undertaken, were not
well representea in this nomination activity. Nominating the Northwestern Hotel to
the NR is thus intended to tfurther the understandalng and appreciation oL such
buildings 1n Waukesha.

The Northwestern Hotel 1S alLso ot local signiticance as one ot waukesha's rew
surviving nineteenth century hotels. '‘he MOSt lmpressive Or these hotels 1S the
National Hotel (<435 W. Main Street, NRHP - LU/48/83), erected 1n L¥/L ana enisrc
1N the 183Us. "Constructea Of Nlagra bolomite, the Nationa.i recains tine lLtall
detalls 1ncluaing the nood molds and cornice. A pedlment nas Deen removea, ana 3
perioa storerront arrcixed to the tfacade; nowever, tne Natlonal remains as an
important remnant Ot the resort era as Well a5 & S1gniticant example Or ittallanpartes
gesign."<*+ Another gooca downtown example 1s the 5SchllTz Hotel, & three-story Late
Queen Anne style brick bpuilaing Dulit 1n LYyl (Lowntown Commerciat H1STOricC
PLSTrict, NRHP - LU/23/83). '‘'nis pullalng nas ciassical aetalls gracing an
octagonal corner orlel wincow and 1T 1S lLocated at /ZY4 w. Maln Street Oon the sSsite oL

an earlier hotel, the american House.

Like 30 many older commerclal Dulldings, DOTh Or These hotels ana the Northwestern
Hotel now have altered tirsC Lloor Storerronts. ‘'he recent renovation Of the
 Northwestern Horel, nowever, makes 1T & mMOre 1lNtact pulidlng then waukesha's other
ex1sting notels, 1nciuaing also the Chlcago House next door, which, though stilli 1n
good condition has Deen recently resiaced in narrow gauge aluminum. Consequentiy,
the Northwestern HOCel 1S DOth the mMOSt LNTact of Wauxkesna's extant rallroad hotels
and it 1s also among the best Ot The City's remalning nineteenth century notels as

well,

Preservation Activity

The intact state or the ola Chicago and Northwestern Depot ana the recent renovaticn
of the Northnwestern Hotel appear tO be having & posltive attect on other WilLlams

4+ Howard, NeeQLes, ‘‘ammen, anad Bergenaort. $pring C1tv's Y3stT:
Of Waukesna 3and tne Kinat RepOrt Of wauxesha's lntensive Kesource
cit., pg. 1lis.

A thematiCc HI1STOIrY
S 2urveay, up.




NP5 Form Li-4uua

(Kev. 8-4b)

W1lsSconsin wWora ProCessor KOrmact
Approvea :/81

Unitea 5Tates lepartment Ot Tne L[NTEr1ior
Nationatl Parx service

NATLIONAL HEGLSTER O HISTORIC PLACKS

CONTLINUATLON SHEET

Northwestern Hotel, Waukesha, Wwauxesna county, Wisconsin
section numper Y Page Y

street puirldings. The Chicago House At Jib Williams s5TreeC has been recencly
resided and 1S 1n good condition and the smail vernacular yueen Anne style Lrame
CONsCruction house next CQOOr TO the hoTt2L at 324 wWilliams Street 1s al30 ln the
process or being restored. AS a Consequence, wil:ilams Street sSTlil retalns a good
deal ot 1ts perioa appearance ana riavor.

Archeotogical Potential

While it is xnown that earlier buildings were once located on the Lot occuplea by
the Northwestern Hotel, no trace Ot these bulldings now 3urvives. An earltier
resicence at s1¥ Willlams street was demolished 1n LY4¥ ana an eariler wooden sneq
that was once located across the rear oL thne LOT nas aLlso since been demolisnead.

'he sites ot tnese bulildings have 3iso recentliy been coveread DY an asphait parking
lot that covers all of the lot not occuplea by the notel. Consequently, the apillty
0f this site TO convey nistorlc lnrormatlon trXom The perlod Or kKuropean settiement
onwara wouid seem to be very Limlted.

current owner

paniel J. PoKwWlnskl
138 5. mast Avenue
Waukesha, WL 5H3Lyb
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See continuation sheet

Verpal Boundary bescription

pavis and Heisleutne
T.

section SE3 'I'eN RL1YE.
second Aadltion. Lot

r's subdivision ot Block [/ ot cutler's

See continuation sheet

Boundary Justitication

The above poundarles enclose aill that Ltand
Northwestern Hotel.

historically associated witn tne

see continuation sheet

Ll. Form Preparea By
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city or town Maaison State Wi zZ1p code _53/04
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