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Tree talk at Waukesha
library

WAUKESHA — The Wauke-
sha Public Library will host
Dr. R. Bruce Allison for a talk
about trees at 6:30 p.m.
tonight. 

During the event Allison
will explain how trees have
played a critical role in Wis-
consin. A book signing will
follow with books available to
purchase. 

Allison is the author of the
book “Wisconsin’s Famous
and Historic Trees.” He holds
a Master of Science in
forestry and a Ph.D. in land
resources from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison. Alli-
son is also an arborist, a tree
surgeon. Arborists generally
focus on the health of plants
and trees or harvesting wood.

For more information visit
WaukeshaReads.org or call
262-524-3682. The Waukesha
Public Library is located at
321 Wisconsin Ave. in Wauke-
sha.

Celebrate science at
Mukwonago library

MUKWONAGO — The
Mukwonago Community
Library will host a celebra-
tion for the Wisconsin Sci-
ence Festival on Saturday at
11 a.m.

The event will feature an
award-winning robotic won-
der. Meet the Mukwonago
High School students who
built it. 

The Wisconsin Science
Festival is a four-day
statewide celebration with
events across Wisconsin for
people of all ages. Events
include hands-on science
exhibitions, demonstra-
tions, performances, tours,
pub nights, workshops and
more. The festival is meant
to inspire and engage people
in the enterprise of science
and discovery. For more
information on the festival
and events visit wisconsin-
sciencefest.org.

The festival will be held in
the community room of the
library and is open to all
ages. The library is located

at 511 Division St., Mukwona-
go. For more information call
262-363-6411 or visit mukwon-
agolibrary.org.

Annual Always in Our
Hearts 5K on Oct. 19

BIG BEND — The 21st
annual Always in Our Hearts
5K run or 1 mile walk will be
on Saturday beginning at 10
a.m at the Big Bend Vernon
Lyons Club.

Runners and walkers can
register between 8 a.m. and
9:30 a.m. on the day of the
event. It will be $30 for adults
and $15 for children and reg-
istration includes a long-
sleeved T-shirt. All proceeds
for the event are donated to
Camp Hope in Stevens Point
and the Waukesha Chapter of
Compassionate Friends.

After the run/walk all those
attending are invited to the
Lyons Club House where
there will be a memorial cere-
mony that will call out the
children’s names who were
lost. Participants are encour-
aged to bring a picture of
their loved one to be included
on the memory board. There
will also be a raffle and bake
sale.

For more information con-
tact Debbie Payne at 262-642-
8920 or 414-587-0121. The Ver-
non Lyons Club is located at
W231-S9205 Riverside St., Big
Bend.

By Benjamin Yount
The Center Square 

The top man on the
Assembly’s education com-
mittee, state Rep. Jeremy
Thiesfeldt, R-Fond du Lac, is
pushing a plan to require
cursive to be taught in all
public schools in the state. 

“We need young people to
be able to read primary doc-
uments like the Declaration
of Independence or the Con-
stitution. I think that’s

important. We also need
them to sign checks and
legal documents. That’s
important, but that’s not the
reason to mandate it,”
Thiesfeldt said. 

“The reason to mandate
cursive is that there is an
educational benefit to all of
our students in knowing
how to do this. There is
some sort of connection
that is made between physi-
cally writing something
down on a piece of paper,
particularly in cursive and
remembering that later on.”

Thiesfeldt taught private
school before becoming a
lawmaker. He says he saw
what happened before the
state stopped teaching cur-
sive and what happened
after. 

“Since I’ve gotten to the
Legislature I’m seeing more
and more people who tend
to be recent college gradu-
ates who can’t read or write
cursive,” Thiesfeldt added. 

His proposal, SB 414,
would require schools to
add cursive lessons before
the fifth grade. 

Thiesfeldt says about half
of Wisconsin’s schools still
teach cursive, which he says
means there is a model for
the schools that don’t. 

As for worries from local
schools about more unfund-
ed mandates from Madison,
Thiesfeldt says he doesn’t
understand why local
schools wouldn’t want to do
more for their students. 

“This is something that
the science indicates is ben-
eficial to all students,”
Thiesfeldt said. “I don’t
know that if something is
beneficial to all students, we
would resist teaching it.”

The latest public school
test scores show that 60 per-
cent of kids in Wisconsin
cannot read, write or add at
grade level.

Thiesfeldt said cursive
could help with that too. 

“I believe cursive is part
of the process of solving
that problem,” Thiesfeldt
said. “When you write cur-
sive you have to think
ahead. You can’t stop
between each letter and
think about what the next
one is. You have to think
about the word as a whole
and you have to be able to
move from one word to the
next.”

Wisconsin is not alone in
looking to require cursive
in public schools. Illinois,
Ohio, Texas and about 30
other states have all
approved cursive mandates
in the past few years or
never stopped teaching it. 

Thiesfeldt’s plan will like-
ly come up for a vote next
spring. 
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Lottery

Saturday, Oct. 12 
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                                 6-5-8 
Pick 4                              4-9-0-3 
Megabucks      10-20-23-29-42-43 
SuperCash        9-18-24-26-32-39
SuperCash Doubler: Yes  
Powerball             12-29-34-53-65  
Powerball                                23
Power Play                                2  
Badger 5                3-18-19-22-30 

Sunday, Oct. 13  
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                                 1-5-8 
Pick 4                               9-4-8-4  
SuperCash          2-8-14-18-22-31
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                 5-7-15-16-20 

Monday, Oct. 14 
WISCONSIN

Pick 3                                 0-3-1 
Pick 4                              9-0-5-0  
SuperCash        6-12-21-22-25-35
SuperCash Doubler: Yes 
Badger 5                     1-4-8-9-18  
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Submitted photo

Waukesha South High School homecoming court
From left: Erwin Cruz, Ciara Chmielewski, Shafiq Kassees, Nicole Switalski, Ethan Powers, Alli Gardner, Dylan Ouradnik,
Helen Boudry, Jessica Kragenbrink, Jabril Rilley, Cytlaly Torres, Angel Garcia, Brooke Trendel, Ezequiel Diaz, Madison
Rowe, Preston Bauer, Anthony Carrillo, Krista Pun, Breckin Posta, Brady Henes, Alex Carrillo and Thalia Aguilera.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

WAUKESHA — There will
always be a need for families
to welcome foster children
into their hearts and homes.
To remind people of the
thousands of children who
are in need and the
resources available to help
them, Waukesha County will
host an adoption day cele-
bration on Friday.

“Our goal always is to
reunify children with their
birth families, but knowing
that if they can’t, and you
have fostering in your heart
and that mission, then
there’s an opportunity to
add that child to your home
permanently,” said Michelle
Lim, Waukesha County fos-
ter care supervisor.

Lim explained that the
children who end up for
adoption in the county are
often placed there due to
abuse or neglect, which
leads to them being taken
away from their parents.

Lim said the ongoing
opiod epidemic is especially
having an effect on children
coming into the foster care
system and that it is com-
mon in many of these cases
that children aren’t able to
reunify with their parents
because parental rights are
terminated.

“That’s a big piece of it too
is that we need families that
are willing to provide foster

care but also in the back of
their minds able to be that
long-term option should it
be needed for the child to be
moved to another place-
ment,” Lim said.

During the adoption day
celebration, which will take
place from 9 a.m. to noon at
Waukesha County Juvenile
Center, 521 Riverview Ave.,
past and present adoptive
families will be on hand to
share their experiences with
others who may be consider-
ing doing the same thing.

Staff from Human &
Health Service and Juvenile
Court are also slated to be
there, with Waukesha Coun-
ty Circuit Court Judge Lloyd
Carter providing a few
remarks.

Lim said there are several
resources available to fami-
lies both locally and across
the state who are consider-
ing opening up their homes.

“There are a lot of
resources informally, sort
of a lot of social groups
people tap into on social
media. Another incredible
resource that we have kind
of down the road is the
Coalition for Children,
Youth & Families and they
offer that long-term support
and really continue to be
that champion for adoptive
families,” Lim said.

More information and
resources about child adop-
tion within Waukesha Coun-
ty can be found at waukesha-
county.gov/HHS.

County to host
adoption day 

celebration Friday

By Katherine Beck
kbeck@conleynet.com

262-513-2644

PEWAUKEE — Most kids
want a puppy or kitten —
maybe even a horse — for a
pet, but not Lily Leven-
hagen, who wants fluffy
chickens to call her own.
But unfortunately for the 9-
year-old, chickens weren’t
allowed in her community
of Pewaukee — that is until
she stood up in front of the
Village Board and helped to
change the rules for chick-
en lovers like herself.

It all started when Leven-
hagen’s school, Horizon
Elementary, had a Make a
Change Fair. Levenhagen
decided to make an argu-
ment for why chickens
should be allowed in the vil-
lage. 

From there, a member of
the school staff told Leven-
hagen and her mom, Stacy,
how the village had previ-
ously voted against a
request to allow chickens in
village yards, and encour-
aged them to take the issue
up again with elected offi-
cials.

Levenhagen decided to
take her presentation board
and a piece of persuasive
writing she did about chick-
ens for a nonfiction writing
class to present to the Vil-
lage Board. 

“I think she spoke very
clearly. She spoke with pas-
sion that she really wanted
this and she was knowl-
edgeable,” Village President
Jeff Knutson said. “She did
her homeowrk. She had the
nice chart, the good and the
bad on chickens.”

Despite Levenhagen’s
presentation, it wasn’t a
done deal — just yet. The
village had to create an
ordinance with proper
rules and once it was creat-
ed, it had to be reviewed
before the Village Board
could approve it. Eventually
the board approved the
ordinance.

Knutson said the ordi-
nance allows for chickens to
be kept on a one-quarter
acre lot or bigger. Residents
who wish to keep chickens,
must get prior approval
from the village. 

Stacy Levenhagen is
proud of what her fourth-
grader could do — and
happy they live in a commu-
nity that listens to even the
youngest residents.

“It’s so nice to see the
community listen to her
and take her seriously and
be willing to improve the
community for kids,” she
said. “It was really a great
experience all around and
encouraging to Lily, being a
young lady, to be given the
opportunity and forum to

speak.”
Stacy Levenhagen said

she hopes her family will be
the first to get approval to
have chickens at their
Glacier Road home.

Knutson said people can
start applying for their con-
ditional use permit soon.

Lily Levenhagen said she
went “crazy” when the vil-
lage approved the allowance
of chickens.

“I was so surprised. I
never thought that would

happen,” she said.
She also gained a new per-

spective.
“I learned that you can do

anything. You can be any-
thing you want to do. You
can do anything if you set
your mind to it,” Lily Lev-
enhagen said. 

When the time comes for
Lily Levenhagen to get her
chickens, she wants to get
silky black ones — and pos-
sibly name one of them
Domino.

Something to cluck about
Pewaukee approves keeping

chickens after 9-year-old 
advocates for change

Submitted photo

Lily Levenhagen celebrates after she learned chickens would
be allowed to be kept as pets in Pewaukee.

Wisconsin lawmaker pitches cursive
requirement for public schools
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