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By Mayor Shawn Reilly

I need to thank former
Mayor (and teacher) Larry
Nelson, who spearheaded
the Waukesha Reads pro-
gram in 2007, for my assign-
ment of having to write a
book report on this year’s
Waukesha Reads book.  

“Lab Girl” by Hope
Jahren is an outstanding
book that provides insights
that I think will change how
we view our world.  

Thank you to Larry Nel-
son for bringing the wonder-
ful Waukesha Reads pro-
gram to our community and
a grudging thank you for the
opportunity to write this
book report.

I likely would not have
picked “Lab Girl” to read on
my own. I would have looked
at the cover and read the
notes and determined that
the book was not for me. I
love to read but I do not have

many hours
available to
devote to-
ward reading
for enjoy-
ment. One of
the benefits
of Waukesha
Reads, how-
ever, is that it
leads us to read books we
otherwise would not. Each
year Waukesha Reads picks
a different book and those
who participate expand
their reading horizon and,
hopefully, expand their
knowledge. Taking the time
to read a book that I other-
wise would not have, provid-
ed me with enjoyment and
with an expanded view of
our world.

This book is wonderfully
written. There were parts
where I was flabbergasted at
Hope’s beautiful descriptive
writing ability. For example,
Hope and her friend Bill

spent countless hours talk-
ing about work but also talk-
ing about the foibles of
graduate students. Describ-
ing one discussion about an
unsuccessful graduate stu-
dent, Hope writes: “Antici-
pating the singular cathar-
sis that comes from conspir-
ing in something despicable,
Bill and I provoked each
other with feigned erudi-
tion.” This sentence is
amazing! Say it out loud for
a good laugh.

“Lab Girl” shows that
while much has been
learned about our world,
there are still secrets to be
discovered. Hope Jahren
views science not as the
work of any one individual
but as the work of many
people over countless gener-
ations each building upon
the knowledge gained by
prior scientists. To her,
being a scientist is being a
living part of a collective.
Even though our scientific
knowledge has been greatly
expanded through genera-
tions of scientific explo-
ration, this knowledge is not
static, it will continue to
grow through the genera-
tions of scientists.  

“Lab Girl” is an autobio-
graphical story of a scien-
tist, but it is also a story of
an extremely complicated
individual. Hope’s life as a
scientist started in rural
Minnesota, the daughter of
a physics and earth science
professor. She grew up play-
ing in a lab and it is the lab
where she is most comfort-
able her whole life. You
learn how difficult it can be
to commit your life to study-
ing the earth sciences. The
work can be physically gru-
eling and even tedious.
There is very little private
investment in this endeavor,
and therefore, these types of
scientists basically

scrounge for the limited
funds made available
through universities.
Whether you will be able to
continue working after your
short-term funding runs out
is always a concern.  

Being a woman in a male-
dominated field also created
additional problems for
Hope. Through all her trials
however, Hope’s burning
desire to study plants and
unlock their secrets kept
her going.

This book is not just about
science though. Hope
Jahren also explores grief,
friendship, family, mental
illness and the beauty of
hard work. Hope Jahren
shows us that all life is com-
plicated, not just human life,
but all life. She shows that
life is messy, beautiful,
scary, tedious ... and hun-
dreds of other adjectives.  

“Lab Girl” teaches us
about plants and science
and provides us with knowl-
edge we otherwise would
not have received. That
alone is a good reason to
read this book. Another rea-
son to pick up this book,
however, is that Hope shows
that we can become adults
without ceasing to be chil-
dren. This book reminds us
that “both life and love are
like butter, and do not keep
they both have to be made
fresh every day.”   

Waukesha Reads has a 13-
year history of fostering a
love of reading and bringing
us together as a community
Please be a part of these
great community events.
Information can be obtained
at our award-winning
library, where you can pick
up a flyer with all the
events. If you cannot make
it to the library, visit
www.waukeshareads.org to
read about the events and
programs. 

64years ago

Oct. 17, 1955
OKAUCHEE — The post

office here was broken into
sometime Saturday. Officials
said nothing  was missing.

The break-in occurred
some time between 1:30 p.m.
and 5:15 p.m. The main office
is closed on Saturday but a
small lobby which faces
north on Wisconsin avenue
is left open so that residents
can pick up their mail at any
time.  

When Postmaster Robert
Davenport arrived at the
office at 5:15 p.m. to dispatch
mail, he found that an outgo-
ing mail bag had been
slashed open and the con-
tents of several packages,
mostly containing plastic
animals, had been strewn on
the floor.  

46 years ago

Oct. 17, 1973
MUKWONAGO — Within

two weeks, the Rainbow
Springs Resort and Conven-
tion Center should be out of
the hands of the Milwaukee
bank that holds a $10.6 mil-
lion mortgage on it.

An unidentified source
said today a national operat-
ing company will spend over
$20 million to redeem the
plush project.

The $9 million mortgage
on Rainbow Springs was
foreclosed and the center
sold to the mortgager, Mar-
shall and Ilsley Bank, in Jan-
uary.   

The bank was to have
taken sole ownership of the
property last week, but Cir-
cuit Court Judge William E.
Gramling gave the develop-
er, Francis J. Schroedl, until
Oct. 31 to redeem the mort-
gage.  
— Local history compiled by

Patrice Shanks;
pshanks@conleynet.com; 

262-513-2639

Also on this day 

Oct. 17, 1610 — French
King Louis XIII, age 9, was
crowned at Reims, five
months after the assassina-
tion of his father, Henry IV.   

Oct. 17, 1777 — British
forces under Gen. John Bur-
goyne surrendered to Amer-
ican troops in Saratoga, New
York, in a turning point of
the Revolutionary War.   

Oct. 17, 1807 — Britain
declared it would continue to
reclaim British-born sailors
from American ships and
ports regardless of whether
they held U.S. citizenship.   

Oct. 17, 1907 — Gugliel-
mo Marconi began offering
limited commercial wireless
telegraph service between
Nova Scotia and Ireland.   

Oct. 17, 1931 — Mobster
Al Capone was convicted in
Chicago of income tax eva-
sion. (Sentenced to 11 years
in prison, Capone was
released in 1939.)   

Oct. 17, 1933 — Albert
Einstein arrived in the Unit-
ed States as a refugee from
Nazi Germany.   

Oct. 17, 1939 — Frank
Capra’s comedy-drama “Mr.
Smith Goes to Washington,”
starring James Stewart as
an idealistic junior U.S. sen-
ator, had its premiere in the
nation’s capital.   

Oct. 17, 1966 — 12 New
York City firefighters were
killed while battling a blaze
in lower Manhattan. The TV
game show "The Hollywood
Squares" premiered on NBC.  

Oct. 17, 1973 — Arab oil-
producing nations announc-
ed they would begin cutting
back oil exports to Western
nations and Japan; the
result was a total embargo
that lasted until March 1974.   

Oct. 17, 1978 — President
Carter signed a bill restor-
ing U.S. citizenship to Con-
federate President Jefferson
Davis.   

Oct. 17, 1979 — Mother
Teresa of India was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize.

Oct. 17, 2018 — Residents
of the Florida Panhandle
community of Mexico Beach
who had fled Hurricane
Michael a week earlier
returned home to find
homes, businesses and
campers ripped to shreds;
the storm had killed at least
59 people and caused more
than $25 billion in damage in
Florida, Georgia, the Caroli-
nas and Virginia. Canada
became the world’s largest
legal marijuana market-
place; customers stood in
long lines for hours and then
lit up and celebrated on side-
walks. 

Today and Friday 

Bubba’s, 1276 Capitol Drive, 
Pewaukee
Today: Oreo
Mint 
Friday: Peanut
Butter Jon-Jon 

Culver’s, 1650
E. Main St.,
Waukesha
Today: Choco-
late Eclair 
Friday: Turtle 

Culver’s, 840 W. Sunset Drive,
Waukesha
Today: Butter Pecan 
Friday: Rocky Road 

Culver’s, 2600 N. Grandview
Blvd., Waukesha
Today: Midnight Toffee 
Friday: Rocky Road

Culver’s, 14855 W. National
Ave., 
New Berlin
Today: Oreo Cheesecake 
Friday: Heath Chocolate
Almond 

Culver’s, 3705 N. 124th St.,
Brookfield
Today: Butter Pecan 
Friday: Crazy For Cookie
Dough 

Culver’s, 21300 W. Capitol
Drive, Town of Brookfield
Today: Devil’s Food Cake 
Friday: Chocolate Caramel
Twist  

Culver’s, 15280 W. Bluemound
Road, Elm Grove
Today: Dulce de Leche
Cheesecake 
Friday: Cookie Dough Craving

Culver’s, 701 Industrial Court,
Hartland
Today: Dulce de Leche
Cheesecake 
Friday: Chocolate Heath
Crunch 

Culver’s, 1090 N. Rochester
St., 
Mukwonago
Today: Devil’s Food Cake 
Friday: Caramel Chocolate
Pecan 

Culver’s, W187-S7959 Racine
Ave., Muskego
Today: Mint Oreo 
Friday: Oreo Overload 

Culver’s, 1177 E. Summit Ave.,
Oconomowoc
Today: Devil’s Food Cake 
Friday: Snickers Swirl 

Culver’s, W249-N6620 High-
way 164, Town of Lisbon
Today: Salted Double Caramel
Pecan 
Friday: Really Reese’s 

Culver’s, 400 E. Summit Ave.,
Wales
Today: Peanut Butter Cookie
Dough 
Friday: Turtle 

Kopp’s Frozen Custard,
18880 W. Bluemound Road,
Town of Brookfield
Today: German Apple Streusel,
Butter Pecan 
Friday: Red Raspberry, German
Chocolate Cake 

LeDuc’s Frozen Custard
Drive-In, 240 W. Summit Ave.,
Wales
Today: Black Raspberry 
Friday: Oreo Cheesecake 

Oscar’s Frozen Custard,
21165 
Highway 18, Town of Brookfield
Today: Mudder Budder 
Friday: Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cup

Flavor of the day

“Lab Girl” teaches us about plants and science and
provides us with knowledge we otherwise would not
have received.That alone is a good reason to read this
book.Another reason to pick up this book, however, is
that Hope shows that we can become adults without

ceasing to be children.

in Waukesha County

From The FREEMAN files

On this day

Reily

Today’s birthdays

Actress Marsha Hunt is 102.
Singer Jim Seals (Seals &
Crofts) is 77.
Singer Gary Puckett is 77.
Actor Michael McKean is 72.
Actor George Wendt is 71.
Actor-singer Bill Hudson is
70.
Astronaut Mae Jemison is
63.
Country singer Alan 
Jackson is 61.
Movie critic Richard Roeper
is 60.
Movie director Rob Marshall
is 59.
Actor Grant Shaud is 59.
Animator Mike Judge is 57.
Rock singer-musician Fred
LeBlanc (Cowboy Mouth) is
56.
Actor-comedian Norm 
Macdonald is 56.
Singer Rene’ Dif is 52.
Reggae singer Ziggy Marley
is 51.
Actor Wood Harris is 50.
Singer Wyclef Jean (zhahn)
is 50.
World Golf Hall of Famer
Ernie Els is 50.
Singer Chris Kirkpatrick (’N
Sync) is 48.
Rapper Eminem is 47.
Actress Sharon Leal is 47.
Actor Matthew Macfadyen is
45.
Rock musician Sergio
Andrade is 42.
Actress Felicity Jones is 36.
Actor Chris Lowell is 35.
Actor Dee Jay Daniels is 31.
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Answers in Friday’s Freeman

Real Life

THROWBACK THURSDAY 
IN WAUKESHA’S HISTORY

From the Freeman negatives at the Waukesha County Museum

Turkeys destined for retail stores are seen on the turkey farm of Don Burton on Highway N in the Town of Eagle in this photo
that appeared Oct. 3, 1978. Burton had as many as 2,000 turkeys in his 40th year in business.

Expanding your horizons 
through Waukesha Reads


