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By Jill Fuller

Wisconsin sure loves to
read. 

In 2018, Wisconsin’s
libraries joined Over-
drive’s Million Checkout
Club after Wisconsin resi-
dents checked out over 5
million digital materials
(eBooks and digital audio-
books) in 2018. 5 million!
Wisconsin’s Digital
Library is a statewide
library collection shared
by Wisconsin libraries and

library sys-
tems, and
facilitated by
the Wiscon-
sin Public
Library Con-
s o r t i u m .
Anyone with
a library card
in the state of
W i s c o n s i n
has access to this collection
of eBooks and digital
audiobooks through a free
app called Libby. While our
libraries knew digital

library materials were pop-
ular, the 2018 numbers
mean Wisconsin’s libraries
had the second-highest
checkout rate of a library
or library system in the
country, beating out other
states like Ohio, Tennessee,
and Utah. What can we say?
Wisconsin loves its eBooks!

However, libraries across
the country and in your
community are about to
face a huge eBook road-
block that will hurt readers
and library patrons direct-
ly. Macmillan Publishers, a
major publishing firm, has
announced that starting
Nov. 1, they are restricting
the amount of eBook
copies libraries can pur-
chase from them. Under
the new policy, libraries
will be able to purchase
only one copy of each new
book and then must wait
eight weeks before pur-
chasing another copy. I’ll
repeat that: Libraries are
being blocked from pur-
chasing eBooks to offer to
their patrons. Macmillan
argues that libraries are
hurting sales, but the truth
is that publishers charge
libraries up to four times
more per eBook than they
do to individual customers.
When purchasing eBooks
for Wisconsin’s Digital
Library, it costs us any-
where from $55-$85 per
copy. We pay these prices so
we can meet the demand
for digital materials, which
has grown as more people
choose to read on their
devices. The mission of
public libraries and librari-
ans has always centered on
ensuring equal access to
knowledge and informa-
tion. When we are restrict-
ed from purchasing books

for our communities, we
are limited in our ability to
fulfill that mission. 

While Macmillan’s new
policy certainly makes
things difficult for
libraries, it hurts readers
and library patrons the
most as fewer eBooks are
made available to the pub-
lic. Fewer circulating
eBooks means patrons will
have to wait longer to read
the books they want, while
authors who rely on
libraries to offer exposure
to their work will suffer
from this change as well.
Finally, this pronounce-
ment sets a precedent that
other publishers may fol-
low. If so, libraries will
continue to face significant
challenges to their right to
purchase materials for
their communities. 

You can do something
about this. If you’re a read-
er or library supporter, I
urge you to sign the Ameri-
can Library Association’s
petition opposing Macmil-
lan’s new policy, which you
can find at www.ebooks-
forall.org. You can also fol-
low that link to find more
information about the poli-
cy, as well as ways to share
this information with your
friends and families.
Access to books in any for-
mat should not be denied.
Whether the book is on a
screen or printed on paper,
the need for equal, open
access to words and knowl-
edge is imperative. I hope
you will join your public
library in advocating for
#eBooksForAll. 

(Jill Fuller is the coordi-
nator of marketing & com-
munications for the Bridges
Library System.)

Publisher to restrict libraries’ access to eBooks
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65 years ago

October 18, 1954
“Bless this house ...”
Waukesha’s new YMCA,

built at a cost of nearly
$750,000, was dedicated with
the notes of this song still in
the air Saturday and Sunday
nights. A dual service —
divided between youth and
adults — was held.  

“This building is the best
investment you could possi-
bly make,” Rev. Reuben K.
Youngdahl said in his dedi-
catory address Sunday. “You
are taking an interest in
tomorrow because you are
taking an interest in youth
today.”

46 years ago

Oct. 18, 1973
Flying saucer fans, as we

must confess we are, are hav-
ing a field day again, after a
long drought.

Prior to reports of a recent
sighting in the south, we saw
something over the Eagle
area which gave us pause.

Even with a 60 power spot-
ting scope, we could see only
a shiny, almost translucent
sphere, with what appeared
to be three legs. In the center
of the legs was a bright light.

We hurried home so we
could set up the scope in the
backyard for more careful
observation.  At last, we
thought, we have sighted a
vehicle from outer space.

More careful observation
showed it to be a weather
balloon. The three legs were
holding instruments and the
angle of the sun must have
given the center the appear-
ance of a bright light.

But those guys down south
reportedly have really been
seeing something. We anx-
iously await “its” arrival in
Waukesha County.  
— Local history compiled by

Patrice Shanks;
pshanks@conleynet.com; 

262-513-2639

Also on this day 

Oct. 18, 1648 — Boston
shoemakers were authorized
to form a guild to protect
their interests; it’s the first
American labor organiza-
tion on record.   

Oct. 18, 1892 — The first
long-distance telephone line
between New York and
Chicago was officially
opened (it could only handle
one call at a time).   

Oct. 18, 1898 — The
American flag was raised in
Puerto Rico shortly before
Spain formally relinquished
control of the island to the
U.S.   

Oct. 18, 1912 — Black
boxer Jack Johnson was
arrested in Chicago, accused
of violating the Mann Act
because of his relationship
with his white girlfriend,
Lucille Cameron. (The case
collapsed when Cameron
refused to cooperate, but
Johnson was later re-arrest-
ed and convicted on the testi-
mony of a former mistress,
Belle Schreiber.)   

Oct. 18, 1931 — Inventor
Thomas Alva Edison died in
West Orange, New Jersey, at
age 84.   

Oct. 18, 1944 — Soviet
troops invaded Czechoslo-
vakia during World War II.   

Oct. 18, 1962 — James D.
Watson, Francis Crick and
Maurice Wilkins were hon-
ored with the Nobel Prize for
Medicine and Physiology for
determining the double-
helix molecular structure of
DNA.   

Oct. 18, 1969 — The feder-
al government banned artifi-
cial sweeteners known as
cyclamates because of evi-
dence they caused cancer in
laboratory rats.   

Oct. 18, 1972  — Congress
passed the Clean Water Act,
overriding President Rich-
ard Nixon’s veto.

Oct. 18, 1977 — West Ger-
man commandos stormed a
hijacked Lufthansa jetliner
on the ground in Mogadishu,
Somalia, freeing all 86
hostages and killing three of
the four hijackers.     

Oct. 18, 1984 — Actor
Jon-Erik Hexum, 26, was
taken off life support six
days after shooting himself
in the head with a pistol
loaded with a blank car-
tridge on the set of his TV
show "Cover Up."   

Oct. 18, 2001 — Four dis-
ciples of Osama bin Laden
were sentenced in New York
to life without parole for
their roles in the deadly 1998
bombings of two U.S.
embassies in Africa. 

Today, Sunday and Monday 

Bubba’s, 1276 Capitol Drive, 
Pewaukee
Today: Pretzel Twist 
Sunday: Marsh-
mallow Dream Bar 
Monday: Dutch
Apple Pie 

Culver’s, 1650 E.
Main St., 
Waukesha
Today: Andes Mint
Avalanche  
Sunday: Rocky Road 
Monday: Coconut Chocolate
Almond Crunch 

Culver’s, 840 W. Sunset Drive,
Waukesha
Today: Devil’s Food Cake 
Sunday: Twix Mix 
Monday: Dulce de Leche Cheese-
cake 

Culver’s, 2600 N. Grandview Blvd.,
Waukesha
Today: Blackberry Cobbler 
Sunday: Turtle 
Monday: Brownie Thunder 

Culver’s, 14855 W. National Ave.,
New Berlin
Today: Midnight Toffee 
Sunday: Chocolate Oreo Volcano 
Monday: Butter Brickle 

Culver’s, 3705 N. 124th St., 
Brookfield
Today: Chocolate Heath Crunch 
Sunday: Dulce de Leche Cheese-
cake 
Monday: Peanut Butter Cup 

Culver’s, 21300 W. Capitol Drive,
Town of Brookfield
Today: Salted Double Caramel
Pecan 
Sunday: Cookie Dough Craving 
Monday: Cookies & Cream 

Culver’s, 15280 W. Bluemound
Road, Elm Grove
Today: Chocolate Covered Straw-
berry 
Sunday: Rocky Road 
Monday: Butter Brickle 

Culver’s, 701 Industrial Court, 
Hartland
Today: Chocolate Covered Straw-
berry
Sunday: Caramel Cashew 
Monday: Chocolate Eclair 

Culver’s, 1090 N. Rochester St.,
Mukwonago
Today: Cookie Dough Craving 
Sunday: Andes Mint Avalanche 
Monday: Chocolate Oreo Volcano 

Culver’s, W187-S7959 Racine Ave.,
Muskego
Today: Midnight Toffee 
Sunday: Chocolate Covered Straw-
berry 
Monday: Turtle 

Culver’s, 1177 E. Summit Ave.,
Oconomowoc
Today: Brownie Thunder 
Sunday: Caramel Pecan 
Monday: Turtle 

Culver’s, W249-N6620 Highway
164, Town of Lisbon
Today: Chocolate Covered Straw-
berry
Sunday: Chocolate Oreo Volcano 
Monday: Turtle Dove 

Culver’s, 400 E. Summit Ave.,
Wales
Today: Oreo Overload 
Sunday: Raspberry Cheesecake 
Monday: Caramel Cashew 

Kopp’s Frozen Custard, 18880 W.
Bluemound Road, Town of 
Brookfield
Today: Chocolate Cherry Kiss, Pra-
lines ’N Caramel ’N Cream 
Sunday: Grasshopper Fudge,
Strawberry 
Monday: Cookies ’N Cream, Pump-
kin Cheesecake 

LeDuc’s Frozen Custard Drive-In,
240 W. Summit Ave., Wales
Today: Strawberry 
Sunday: Tiramisu 
Monday: Butter Pecan 

Oscar’s Frozen Custard, 21165
Highway 18, Town of Brookfield
Today: M & M Cookie Dough 
Sunday: Caramel Cashew
Monday: Black Raspberry

Flavor of the day

in Waukesha County

From The FREEMAN files

On this day

Today’s birthdays

Actress Dawn Wells is 81.
College and Pro Football Hall
of Famer Mike Ditka is 80.
Singer-musician Russ
Giguere is 76.
Actor Joe Morton is 72.
Actress Pam Dawber is 69.
Author Terry McMillan is 68.
Writer-producer Chuck Lorre
is 67.
Gospel singer Vickie Winans
is 66.
Director-screenwriter David
Twohy is 64.
International Tennis Hall of
Famer Martina Navratilova
is 63.
International Hall of Fame
boxer Thomas Hearns is 61.
Actor Jean-Claude Van
Damme is 59.
Jazz musician Wynton
Marsalis is 58.
Actor Vincent Spano is 57.
Former tennis player Michael
Stich is 51.
Singer Nonchalant is 46.
Rock musician Peter 
Svenson (The Cardigans) is
45.
Rhythm-and-blues singer-
actor Ne-Yo is 40.
Country singer Josh Gracin
is 39.
Country musician Jesse Lit-
tleton (Marshall Dyllon) is
38.
Olympic gold medal skier
Lindsey Vonn is 35.
Jazz singer-musician 
Esperanza Spalding is 35.
Actress-model Freida Pinto
is 35. .
TV personality Bristol Palin
is 29.
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Real Life

Submitted photo

Women cheer for Trump
WAUKESHA — On Tuesday, around 75 people, mostly women, attended a Women for Trump Rally at the Republican Party
of Waukesha County headquarters located on Highway 164 and Pearl Street.
Rep. Janel Brandtjen, R-Menomonee Falls, kicked things off with a rousing speech that energized the crowd. The keynote
speaker was Meshawn Maddock, a member of the National Women for Trump Advisory Board. She spoke of being bold and
not keeping support for President Donald Trump under wraps because he is doing what we elected him to do.
Also speaking was a past president of the Republican Women of Wisconsin, Charlotte Rasmussen and current President
Robin Moore of Brookfield. Both expressed how proud they are to wear items supporting Trump for he is solidly pro-life and
supports the Second Amendment.
Pictured from left to right are: Charlotte Rasmussen, Pattie Rieman, Kathy Broghammer and Kathy Hentzen.

FOR trump
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CROSSWORD
By THOMAS JOSEPH

46 Kind of 
question

ACROSS
I Dyeing 

technique
6 College 

study
II Dwelling
12 Game 

spot
13 Saudi 

Arabia 
neighbor

14 Poet 
Shelley

15 Partner
17 God of 

war
18 Forks over
20 Unpleas­

ant, as 
details

22 Maximum 
amount

23 Remus’s 
twin

26 Muralist 
Rivera

28 Operative
29 Pittsburgh 

player
31 Seventh 

Greek 
letter

32 Taunt
33 Messy 

person
34 In a frenzy
36 Assess
38 Taboo

acts
40 Instruc­

tional 
book 
category

43 Outdo
44 Gibson 

garnish
45 Unpleas­

ant

DOWN
1 Port spot
2 Lincoln 

nickname
3 Oscar 

winner for 
‘The 
Fugitive”

4 Notions
5 English 

county
6 Atlas page
7 Partial 

floor 
cover

8 “Great 
Balls 
of Fire" 
singer

9 Formerly
10 Tampa 

Bay team
16 Sense of 

self

T E S S A G E N D A
I D L E P O R O U S
K E E L S T O R E S
I N E F F E C

P I E H I T M E
S P E E D A c H E D
P E A I N N
0 A S E S W A N D A
T R Y S T E L K

T A K E T H A T
E N R A G E H A R E
N E A T E N E R I E
D E T E S T A D D S

Yesterday's answer

18 Knee 
protectors

19 Stepped 
down

21 Poet 
Khayyam 

23 Part to 
play 

24“Do — 
others...” 

25 Wild 
guess 

27 Enthuse 
about a 
topic 

30 Screw up

33 Sculpting 
medium

34 Shortly, 
in
poems

35 Poet 
Van 
Duyn

37 Sailor’s 
call

39 Secret 
agent

41 Great 
weight

42 Music’s 
Yoko
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