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Hartland library to host
events throughout
November

HARTLAND — The Hart-
land Public Library, located
at 110 East Park Ave., will
feature free events until Nov.
25.

Some events will be avail-
able for one day only while
others are scheduled to
repeat into following weeks.
Baby and Toddler Time will
take place on Wednesdays
and Fridays until Nov. 22 at
10 a.m. Lego Club is sched-
uled for Nov. 7 and 21 at 6
p.m. 

Read to Gladys gives chil-
dren a chance to read to
Gladys, a certified therapy
dog, for a 10-minute session
on Nov. 19. This event
requires registration.

Other one-day events
include Adult Craft Evening:
Wine Cork Christmas Tree
on Nov. 14 at 6:30 p.m. and
Medicare Workshop on Nov.
11 at 2 p.m.

For more information and
event registration, call the
Hartland Public Library at
262-367-3350 or email Emily at
esternemann@hartland.lib.
wi.us.

WCTC hosts collection
event for electronics

WAUKESHA — A one-day
event for collecting and dis-
posing household electron-
ics and appliances will be
held at the Waukesha Coun-
ty Technical College’s
Pewaukee campus at 800
Main St. on Saturday, Nov. 9
from 9 a.m. to noon.

“We are pleased to have
Waukesha County Technical
College’s support to help res-
idents dispose these house-
hold items properly,” said
Analiese Smith, Recycling &
Solid Waste supervisor for
Waukesha County.

The event will take place
near the college’s “W”
building in parking lots 19
and 20. Some items require
paying a fee before collect-
ing. TVs smaller than 32

inches are $30 and tube
TVs larger than 32 inches
require a $70 fee. Items
including laptops, cell-
phones, air conditioners,
refrigerators and
microwaves are free to
drop off.

Wisconsin state law bans
the disposal of appliances
and electronics in landfills.
Some of the electronics
accepted at the event contain
reusable metals and haz-
ardous materials. Lead, mer-
cury and chromium are a
few of the commonly used
materials that require prop-
er disposal.

Damaged or de-manufac-
tured TVs and computers
cannot be dropped off. Some
Waukesha businesses, such
as Recycle Technologies and
Best Buy, accept various
electronics for a fee.

New Berlin Veterans
Day ceremony

NEW BERLIN — Mayor
Dave Ament will conduct the
city’s annual Veterans Day
ceremony on Nov. 11 at 7 p.m.
at City Hall. 

The ceremony will include
participation from the New
Berlin Hoeppner Horn VFW
Post 5716, American Legion
Post #488 and the New Berlin
Community Band. In addi-
tion, streetlight pole banners
will be presented to the ser-
vicemen and women and/or
their families who partici-
pated in the inaugural Cele-

brate Our Local Military
Heroes initiative. All resi-
dents are invited to honor
those who have served our
country.  If you are unable to
attend, the ceremony will be
viewable on local cable chan-
nel 25.

For more information visit
www.newberlin.org.

Doughnuts and 
documentaries 
at the public library

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
Public Library will host a
showing of the documentary
“You’re Looking at Me like I
Live Here and I Don’t” on
Nov. 13 at 10 a.m.

Coffee and doughnuts will
be provided by the Friends of
Waukesha Public Library
during the showing of the
documentary.

The documentary offers a
glimpse into the experience
of living with Alzheimer’s
disease. It is the first docu-
mentary to be filmed exclu-
sively inside an Alzheimer’s
care unit. Ginny Nyhuis,
program manager for the
Wisconsin chapter of the
Alzheimer’s Associate, will
be present for an informal
discussion following the
film. 

For more information visit
Waukeshapubliclibrary.org
or call 262-524-3682.

The Waukesha Public
Library is located at 321 Wis-
consin Ave., Waukesha.

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A New
Berlin boy and his father
are suing the Wisconsin
Interscholastic Athletic
Association, seeking a waiv-
er on rules that limit his eli-
gibility, but the WIAA is fir-
ing back with claims that
the boy’s family submitted
falsified records and also is
relying on a misinterpreta-
tion of its rules as grounds
for blocking the teen from
playing basketball this sea-
son, the boy’s senior year.

David Polk and his son
Desmond filed the suit last
week against the WIAA,
asking a judge to declare
that the WIAA must consid-
er their hardship request
and application for eligibili-
ty, and that they did not vio-
late WIAA rules regarding
falsifying information, as
the WIAA has alleged they
have.

According to the suit,
Desmond Polk left New
Berlin West High School at
the end of the 2017-18 school
year over what it said were
several racial-related inci-
dents at West, which were
not detailed; an email sent
to a New Berlin district
spokesman after hours
Tuesday was not answered.
Polk sought to transfer to
Nicolet High School, but
needed a waiver from the
WIAA or he would not be
allowed to participate in
basketball there, due to
WIAA rules regarding
transfers. 

At around the same time,
David Polk made arrange-
ments with a building man-
ager to rent an apartment in
Glendale to be closer to
Nicolet, with a contingency
in the lease that it was con-
tingent on Desmond’s trans-
fer to Nicolet and the
WIAA’s approval of the
waiver, the suit said. How-
ever, the WIAA denied the
waiver in August 2018, and
the boy never attended
Nicolet. Instead, his father
enrolled Desmond at a pri-
vate school in La Porte, Ind.
But after one year there,
during which the son played
basketball, the Polks
learned the financial aid
Desmond received the first
year would not be available
the second, and Polk
returned to school in Wis-
consin, enrolling at
Catholic Memorial High
School and seeking a waiver
on eligibility rules, claim-
ing financial hardship.

However, the WIAA ruled
the Polks were not eligible
for a hardship waiver, say-
ing the family falsified
records to say they were liv-
ing in Greendale, and the
penalty is a year of ineligi-
bility from the last game
played. The suit said the
family never falsified any
records, but claimed that a
property manager prepared
fraudulent leases and was
later terminated. 

The Polks also say that
one-year ineligibility period
should be counted from the
date he last played in Wis-
consin — March 2018 —
and not the date he last
played in Indiana, April
2019.

“(E)ven assuming the
WIAA wants to find that the
Polks submitted false or
misleading information to
Nicolet, which they strong-
ly deny, Desmond did not
play any sports for one cal-
endar year in Wisconsin,”
the suit said. “At this point
Desmond should be treated
as a new student that decid-
ed to attend a nonpublic
member school for the 2019-
2020 school year, and be
allowed to play varsity bas-
ketball.”

WIAA response
But the WIAA responded

that “the Polks are about as
far from a reasonable proba-
bility of succeeding on the
merits (of the case) as one
can get.”

In a brief opposing the
Polks’ motion for relief, the
WIAA said the evidence was
“overwhelming” that the
family provided falsified
records, and thus, Polk is
barred from playing any
sport for one full year, and,
as a result, any application
for a hardship claim is
“pointless.” That one-year
period of ineligibility starts
after participating at any
school in or out of the state,
the WIAA argued, and it’s
“disingenuous for the Polks
to suggest that Desmond
can hide from a violation by
leaving Wisconsin to contin-
ue to enjoy the benefits of
athletic competition else-
where, and then come home
to suggest that he has
served his penalty.”

As grounds for its posi-
tion, the WIAA said the
attempted transfer to Nico-
let came to its attention
with “several concerns
from New Berlin West
administration” about a
“transfer without a total
and complete change of res-
idence of the parents” in
May 2018 — indeed, as of
July 2018 Desmond’s sister
was still enrolled at a New
Berlin elementary school,
the WIAA said. 

Further, Nicolet’s athletic
director, Kirk Krychowiak,
told a WIAA official that
David Polk told him that he

and his family moved into
the Nicolet district — the
same day New Berlin West’s
athletic director sent a
transfer form to Nicolet and
the WIAA saying the Polk
family was living in New
Berlin, the WIAA said.

An investigator found
that a lease and utility bill
for the Glendale address
with David Polk’s name on
it were fraudulent, the
WIAA said. “Desmond
Polk’s father claims to have
had no idea that the lease
document was fabricated
and further claims that he
never saw the We Energies
bill. It is mind-blowing how
Mr. Polk can make this
argument. Why would any-
one but the Polks provide
documents to Nicolet with
their names on it, one of
which appears to have been
initialed by David Polk him-
self ?” the WIAA brief said. 

“Second, Mr. Polk told
Nicolet’s Athletic Director
that he and Desmond had
already moved to Nicolet,
yet the leasing company
confirmed that the Polks
never lived there.”

Last summer, the Polks
asked the WIAA to waive
transfer restrictions and
allow Polk to play at CMH,
but the WIAA denied the
request, because Polk had
yet to satisfy a year of non-
participation based on his
playing the previous year in
Indiana, the WIAA brief
said. 

The sides are due back in
court for further hearings
on the matter Nov. 20 and
Dec. 30, court records indi-
cate. The first day of prac-
tice for all boys basketball
programs in the state is
Nov. 18. Catholic Memori-
al’s first game is Dec. 3
against Waukesha South.
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A juried event with over 180 exhibitors!
One of the largest Arts & Crafts Fairs

in Wisconsin!
*Great Shopping *Delicious Food & Desserts!
*Free Shuttle Service *Holiday Entertainment

Sunday, Nov. 10, 2019
10 a.m. ~ 4 p.m.

B R O O K F I E L D  E A S T  H I G H  S C H O O L  
F R I E N D S  O F  F I N E  A R T S

44th
Annual

Admission $4    No Strollers Allowed

Brookfield East High School
3305 North Lilly Road, Brookfield, WI

Proceeds benefit BEHS Fine Arts Programs

For more info, visit our website www.brookfieldeastffa.com

Delafield taps into hotel tax revenues

By Kelly Smith
Special to Conley Media

DELAFIELD — The city’s
Promotion and Tourism
Commission reluctantly
agreed Tuesday morning to
contribute an additional
$55,000 in hotel room tax rev-
enues to the city’s operating
budget.

Those additional rev-
enues, according to city offi-
cials, will be used to help pay
the wages of public works
employees working on pro-
jects intended to promote
tourism in the city.

The commission, whose
members are appointed by
the Common Council, is a
city agency responsible for
encouraging tourists to visit
the city by developing and
promoting programs largely
paid for with state hotel tax
revenues.

The commissioners
agreed to provide the city
general fund with a larger
than usual share of the rev-
enues in order to help the
Common Council deal with a
fiscal crisis caused, accord-
ing to city officials, by unan-
ticipated expenses and loss-
es in revenue.

Mayor Kent Attwell later
told Conley Media that the
commission’s decision may
help the city avoid laying off
an employee in the 2021 bud-
get.

City officials are consider-
ing seeking voter approval
in November 2020 to raise
taxes beyond state-imposed
limits for the 2021 budget
because of the unanticipat-
ed expenses and revenue
losses.

Prior to 2015, the city’s
general fund could receive
up to 75% of the hotel tax

revenues with the remain-
ing 25%  being used for
tourism promotion.

In 2015, the state legisla-
ture reversed that formula
by allocating about 70%  of
tax revenues to tourism and
giving local government
general funds about 30% of
the money.

Commission Chair Mary
Daniel chastised city offi-
cials for not doing a better
job of budget planning after
the new law was adopted.

“The law was changed in
2015. It became effective in
2017. The city should have
done a better job of planning
for it,” she said. 

Commissioner James W.
Buege added the city should
not be relying on the com-
mission to help resolve its
budget problems.

However, Commissioner
Fred Marrero suggested the

additional contribution to
the city was necessary.

“If there is no city, there is
no city to promote for,” he
quipped.

The commissions adopted
a proposal drafted by
Tourism Director Deb
Smith. 

Attwell, City Administra-
tor Tom Hafner and Chief
Financial Officer Marie
Williams attended the early
morning meeting in City
Hall.

The commission will con-
tribute to the city about
$145,000, approximately
$55,000 more than the $90,000
the commission originally
intended to contribute.

About $40,000 of that
$90,000 is used to help the
city pay off bonds that help
pay for the development of a
trail system in the city.

The remaining $50,000 is
used to pay for improve-
ments in the trail system,
development of a public boat

launch, park equipment,
lake activities, signage, and
beautification projects.

City Attorney James
Hammes has opined that the
tourism commission can
reimburse the city the cost
of the wages of public works
employees who work on
those projects without vio-
lating state rules that regu-

late the use of the hotel tax
revenues.

According to local tourism
officials, the use of the rev-
enues is restricted to projects
that directly relate to encour-
aging tourist to stay in local
hotels and motels.

Daniels said she was “very
uncomfortable with the city
attorney’s opinion.”

Kelly Smith/Special to Conley Media

Delafield Tourism Director Deb Smith (left) and city Promotion
and Tourism Commission Chair Mary Daniel discuss a plan to
help the city with its operating budget.

City gets bigger share of tourism dollars
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All lanes of traffic on Summit Avenue in the city were officially reopened on Tuesday.

Summit Avenue now open
WAUKESHA — After being closed for nearly five months, Summit Avenue reopened

to thru traffic early this week. 
The roadway had been barricaded since early June, when it was closed for recon-

struction work between Grandview Boulevard to University Drive.
The closure was initially slated to last until the end of September. 
Contractors were expected to finish installing the permanent signing along the route

this week.

Student sues athletic association,
seeking waiver to play basketball

WIAA alleges falsified records, rule misinterpreted
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