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Subject:

Disallowance of claim for personal-injury damages of Jeri Gamache.

Details:

Ms. Gamache served the City with a notice of claim on November 27, 2018, stating that she had fallen and injured
herself on a city sidewalk. No disallowance was done at that time because it was only a notice of claim, not an
itemization of damages. Our insurer has not received a demand for damages of $28,000, so it is appropriate to
do the disallowance. Disallowance only shortens the time in which a lawsuit may be filed against the City from 6
years to 6 months, it does not bar the claimant from any recovery. Disallowance is recommended because any
personal-injury claim involves a balancing of alleged negligence with alleged contributory negligence, which can
only be done in a trial. Also, we will not have insurance coverage if we settle the claim against our insurer’s
wishes.

Options & Alternatives:

There are no recommended alternatives.

Financial Remarks:

There is no financial impact to the City.

Executive Recommendation:
Disallow the claim and authorize the City Clerk to issue formal disallowance of claim.
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