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Advocating for libraries

Library Legislative Day provided opportunity to discuss impact of facilities

By Jill Fuller

We walked up the steps of
the Wisconsin State Capitol
under February blue skies
and sunshine last week,
excited to talk with state
leaders about Wisconsin’s
public libraries. Librari-
ans, library directors and
library board trustees from
across the state of Wiscon-
sin were in Madison for
Library Legislative Day, an
annual opportunity for

library advo-

cates to
share the
impact of
libraries in

our commu-
nities and !
thank them

for their con- Full
tinued sup- uller
port.

Brittany Larson, director
of Muskego Public Library,
said that she attended
Library Legislative Day
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because “the people of Wis-
consin deserve all that we
have to offer, so I want to
make sure the support the
legislators have given us
continues.”

Sitting down with state
senators and representa-
tives, we shared the stories
of those who use and
depend on library services
in our towns, cities, and vil-
lages: the person who used
Gale Courses online classes
to build skills for re-enter-
ing the job market, those
living with Alzheimer’s
who find friendship and
support at our memory café
programs and the children
who discover a love of read-
ing at our early literacy
classes. Every day, we see
the profound impact a
library can have on an indi-
vidual’s life and on the
health of a community.
Sharing this with the elect-
ed officials who make deci-
sions for our state is criti-
cal for the future of
libraries in Wisconsin and
it was heartening to get
their feedback and answer
their questions about what
libraries offer their con-
stituents.

Information is powerful.
Access (or the lack thereof)
to quality information and
resources can greatly influ-
ence us individually, as a
community and as a nation.
In that respect, libraries
and librarians are Kkey
examples of democracy at
work in your community, as
they provide equal access
to resources, find quality
information to improve

lives and seek ways to level
the playing field so every-
one can have a chance to
succeed. For that to contin-
ue, your support is crucial.

You don’t have to wait
until next February to
speak up for your libraries.
Here are a few ideas:

B Think of a time the
library helped you find an
answer or get access to a
resource. Or think of what
the library means to you
and why it matters to you.
Then share those thoughts
with your library, either in-
person, through an email or
phone call, or on social
media.

W Call or write your legis-
lators, council members
and other local officials to
tell them why the library
matters to you.

M Talk to your librarians.
Ask questions and learn
more about what the
library does in your com-
munity and what it can do
for you.

B Use your vote to sup-
port library initiatives or
funding for libraries.

As one senator told us
last week, hearing from vot-
ers makes a difference.
“Get your friends and
neighbors to call, have peo-
ple send us an email,” she
said. Your voice and your
story matter, and I encour-
age you to use both to sup-
port your library all year
long.

(Jill Fuller is the coordi-
nator of marketing and
communications for the
Bridges Library System.)
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