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Subject:  
Disallowance of claim for personal injury damages filed by Melissa Raines. 

Details: 

See the attached notice of claim for details of the incident.  The City may be liable for the damages if it is shown that the City 
had notice of the condition of the sidewalk and did not take reasonable steps to correct an unsafe condition.  That is a fact that 
the claimant would have to prove, and is something that our liability insurance company should investigate and analyze.  
There are also issues of proximate cause, contributory negligence, and amount of damages. 

A disallowance does not bar recovery, it just shortens the time period in which a lawsuit can be filed.  Ms. Raines is 
represented by a lawyer, so she should not be at any disadvantage in navigating the legal requirements of her claim. 

Options & Alternatives: 
The alternative is to allow the claim and to pay Ms. Raines the amount she demands.  This is not recommended. 

Financial Remarks: 
There is no financial impact from a disallowance. 

Executive Recommendation: 
 Disallow the claim and authorize the Clerk to issue a formal notice of disallowance. 
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