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MENOMONEE FALLS — The
office of longtime Congressman
F. James Sensenbrenner Jr.
announced the death of his wife,
Cheryl, on Monday, at the age of
69.

She died Monday morning in
Alexandria, Virginia.

“Cheryl will best be remem-
bered for her tenacity and larger
than life spirit that helped her
overcome all obstacles and
inspired her to help others. She
was devoted to her family and
was a tireless advocate to ensure
all Americans with disabilities
were protected from discrimina-
tion,” reads the statement from
the office of the retiring 5th Dis-
trict congressman.

She was born in Minnesota on
Sept. 24, 1950, to former Wiscon-
sin Attorney General and U.S.
District Court Judge Robert
Warren and Laverne Voagen
Warren. She graduated from
Green Bay East High School and
Lawrence College in Appleton.
On March 26, 1977, she married
Jim Sensenbrenner.

In addition to her husband,
Cheryl is survived by her two
sons, Frank (Margaret) and Bob
(Diana), and her 3-year-old

grandson, Kevin. Arrangements
are being made for a private ser-
vice in Wisconsin. 

“It is evident by all those that
knew Cheryl that she proved to
be the perfect balance to Rep.
Sensenbrenner. Throughout
their 43 years of marriage, she
was able to find humor and
grace in the role of a Congress-
man’s wife,” reads the state-
ment, which goes on to say that
Rep. Sensenbrenner and his fam-
ily appreciate your thoughts and
prayers during this time.

First Congressional District
Representative Bryan Steil said
“Throughout her life, Cheryl
fought to protect the rights of the
disabled and worked to better mil-
lions of Americans’ lives. Cheryl
has left a powerful legacy as an
advocate for Americans with dis-
abilities, a loving wife to Jim, and
a caring mother to Frank and
Bob.”

State Rep. Adam Neylon, R-
Pewaukee, said he was “sad-
dened to learn of Cheryl Sensen-
brenner’s passing.”

“I was privileged to know
Cheryl. My thoughts and
prayers go out to her family,” he
said.
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WAUKESHA — In 2018,
women continued to earn
less than men for full-time
work both locally and
nationally. That’s according
to census data analyzed by
the Wisconsin Policy Forum
in a new report, which finds
“the median annual earn-
ings of women in Waukesha
County were just 76% of
men’s in Waukesha County
and 79% of men’s nationally.
These figures only include
full-time, year-round
employees ages 16 and over

and are based on where they
live rather than where they
work.”

In Milwaukee County the
median annual earnings of
women were about 85% of
the median among men.
Senior Researcher Joe
Peterangelo said it’s impor-
tant to consider that women
in Waukesha County still
make more than most else-
where, with a median
income of $52,298. “And they
even make more than men
in Milwaukee County,” he
said. 

The gender pay gap is per-
sistent but is narrowing
slowly over time; yet chal-

lenges remain. Researchers
suggest one thing driving
the narrowing of the gender
pay gap is a lagging of earn-
ings among men, a problem
in and of itself. Additionally,
there’s reason to believe
women workers have been
hit harder by job losses than
men during the COVID-19
pandemic, which could stall
future progress on closing
the gap. 

“In many cases, pay differ-
ences also reflect women
being underrepresented in
positions that pay the high-
est wages within each occu-
pational group,” the report
finds. “For example, within

legal occupations, 87% of
judges, magistrates, and
other judicial workers and
60% of lawyers and judicial
law clerks are male, while
81% of lower-paid legal sup-
port workers are female.”

Peterangelo said one fac-
tor that may be widening the
gender pay gap in Waukesha
County is a concentration of
exceptionally high-earning
men. “The men in Waukesha
County make really high
salaries,” he said. That
could be driving up the
median to some extent, mak-
ing the gap larger.

Regarding solutions, a
multi-faceted approach is

recommended, said
Researcher Betsy Mueller.
“There are so many factors
that go into creating the pay
gap, it’s not just one thing,”
she said. “The solutions
really have to be as complex
as the problem is.” 

A silver lining of the
COVID-19 pandemic may be
that some job flexibility
added out of necessity dur-
ing the stay-at-home order
may ossify into norms, like
remote work options and
adaptable schedules. 

“On the public policy side,
increasing access to quality
affordable child care and
paid family leave could help
to close gender pay gaps,”
the report reads. “The high
cost of child care is pro-

hibitive for many families,
and relatively few workers
nationally have access to
paid family leave. This fre-
quently leaves women (and
also men) forced to decide
between the needs of their
families and their jobs.
Expanding access to both
child care and paid family
leave could help to keep
women in the workforce and
lessen their lifetime income
losses related to caregiving.
Normalizing or even incen-
tivizing male partners to
take family leave also may
be necessary to help level
the playing field. These
types of reforms could bene-
fit not only women but all
workers and the economy as
a whole.”

Report: Gender pay gap persistent, but narrowing
Waukesha County gap wider, but women earn more 
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Wisconsin U.S. Rep. F. James Sensenbrenner Jr. with his late wife
Cheryl in an undated photo. She died Monday at the age of 69.
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WAUKESHA — The competency of
Adam Roth, a defendant charged with
two counts of first-degree intentional
homicide, remains as yet undeter-
mined. 

Roth, 36, faces criminal charges fol-
lowing a March 10 incident in the
Town of Waukesha that left two dead
and two injured with knife wounds.
He was taken into custody without
incident and his cash bond was set at
$500,000.  

Roth entered a not-guilty plea May
15 by reason of mental disease or
defect, and was to be examined by two
doctors inside the jail. The report of
at least one is due July 6, and will
determine whether there are grounds
to believe Roth suffered a mental dis-
ease or defect during the killings. 

A separate order for a competency
examination of Roth was entered May
19. Unlike the other examination, the
competency exam is to determine
whether Roth is able to understand
the proceedings against him and is
able to effectively assist in his own
defense. Competency can change over
the course of proceedings.

The report meant to determine
whether Roth suffered a a mental dis-
ease or defect during the incident, and
the separate report to evaluate his
competency to stand trial, remain
forthcoming. 

Roth appeared in court at the
Waukesha County Courthouse Mon-
day, represented by attorney Cameron
Weitzner via Zoom. 

The state was represented by
Deputy District Attorney Ted Szczu-
pakiewicz, also via Zoom. 

Circuit Court Judge Laura Lau
presided over the appearance. Lau
said she has not received anything as
an update on the reports so far, but
also no request for a deadline exten-
sion. 

Weitzner said the doctors meant to
author the reports have been to the
jail, one “at least two times” to inter-
view Roth. He said he’d learned last
Wednesday of an estimate of two to
four weeks for an update. “Best time-
line, we’re about a week and a half
until we get all the records,” he said.
“Three and a half weeks, worst-case
scenario.” 

Szczupakiewicz suggested when it
comes to the next court appearance
when those reports might be evaluat-
ed, eight weeks from Monday would
be appropriate. 

Weitzner replied seven weeks might
be better, adding he’d “like it to be
sooner rather than later.” 

Lau said seven weeks “would be
fine” and had the next court date set
for Aug. 5. 

Meanwhile, Roth remains in cus-
tody.

WAUKESHA — To help fund its com-
munity reading initiative, the Waukesha
Public Library has received a $15,000
grant from the National Endowment for
the Arts.

Waukesha Public Library is one of 84
nonprofit organizations selected to
receive an NEA Big Read grant to sup-
port a community reading program
between September 2020 and June 2021.
The NEA Big Read in Waukesha will
focus on the novel “When the Emperor
Was Divine” by Julie Otsuka. Activities
will take place in October.

“We’re excited to celebrate our 14th
year of community-wide reading with
Julie Otsuka’s novel ‘When the Emperor
Was Divine,” said Library Director
Bruce Gay. “We know this year may look
a little different, but we’re still planning
great events to help bring the communi-
ty together.”

The NEA Big Read offers a range of
book titles that reflect different voices
and perspectives, aiming to inspire con-
versation and discovery, according to
the announcement. 

“During this time of social isolation
throughout our country, we have become
even more aware of the important ways
the arts help us connect with others, and
how they bring meaning, joy, and com-
fort to our lives,” said Mary Anne
Carter, chairman of the National
Endowment for the Arts. “By bringing
the NEA Big Read to Waukesha, Wauke-
sha Public Library will provide thought-
ful and fun programming while also
strengthening community bonds.”

Since 2006, the National Endowment
for the Arts has funded more than 1,600
NEA Big Read programs, providing
more than $22 million to organizations
nationwide. 

For more information about the NEA
Big Read, including book and author
information, podcasts, and videos, visit
arts.gov/neabigread.

WAUKESHA — The Wauke-
sha Police Department is inves-
tigating a report of a robbery at
gunpoint shortly before mid-
night on Sunday on South
Grand Avenue.

According to police docu-
ments, a woman reported that

she and her daughter were home
when two to three males with
guns broke into the residence in
the 2000 block of South Grand
Avenue.

Waukesha Police Lt. Kevin
Rice said the department is con-
ducting a robbery investigation

and the two to three males who
entered the residence stole items
of value while holding the 42-
year-old and 18-year-old female
victims at gunpoint.

“As this case is still very fresh
we are not releasing much for
details at this time,” he said in

an email.
According to police documents,

the women were held at gunpoint
on the floor while the men looked
for drugs. The suspects were all
wearing black clothes and masks
covering their faces, one woman
reported.

Three passengers 
transported to hospitals

BROOKFIELD — A high-speed chase in
Brookfield resulted in a crash and a car on
fire on Feb. 8.

Deborah Duncan, 20, is facing two felony
counts of vehicle operator flee/elude an offi-
cer resulting in bodily harm.

According to the criminal complaint filed
Monday, at 11:53 p.m. on Feb. 8 a Waukesha
County Sheriff’s deputy was on Interstate 94,
just east of Moorland Road in Brookfield.

The deputy saw a vehicle traveling at 81
mph in a 55 mph zone, then travel across
four lanes, cutting off a semitrailer.

The driver of the vehicle, Duncan, alleged-

ly reached 110 mph before reaching an exit
ramp near Hwy 100, losing control and strik-
ing a concrete barrier.

According to the complaint, a female
crawled out of the passenger side window of
the car and advised the officer that two other
occupants were still inside the car.

A fire then started in the engine compart-
ment.

A male passenger was taken out through
the back of the car. The female driver was
trapped and had to be taken out by the West
Allis Fire Department.

According to the complaint, the driver and
two passengers were transported to a nearby
hospital. The female passenger had alleged-
ly sustained broken bones in both her legs
and the male passenger allegedly com-
plained of pain in his back, hip and ankle.

Waukesha Public
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grant for 
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Waukesha police investigate armed robbery report
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WEST BEND — Becoming
a circuit court judge during
a pandemic brought unusu-
al challenges for former
lawyer Sandra Giernoth,
but has been an interesting
and educational experience
as well, she said.

The transition to the
bench has gone well, Gier-
noth said, despite the
unprecedented times. There
were six weeks between
when she was appointed and
when she took the bench,
during which she prepared
for a range of scenarios as a
judge. But nothing could
have prepared her and the
other judges for COVID-19.

“What has been unexpect-
ed — for new judges like
myself and for sitting
judges — are the effects of
COVID-19 on the justice sys-
tem,” Giernoth said. “The
Wisconsin Supreme Court
recently formed a task force
regarding COVID-19 issues
in the justice system, which
provided a set of recommen-
dations for COVID-19 safety
in the justice system that
includes use of videoconfer-
encing to aid in reducing in-

person con-
tact.”

Each circuit
court was also
required by
the Wisconsin
S u p r e m e
Court to cre-
ate an opera-
tional plan

with certain safety mea-
sures to be implemented for
all in-person hearings. 

“The Washington County
Circuit Court has in place
an operational plan that
implements safety precau-
tions in the courtrooms for
in-person court hearings
and permits the continued
use of videoconferencing to
aid in reducing in-person
contact in the courtroom,”
she said. “In determining
whether and how to use
videoconferencing, a judge
has to consider the nature of
the case, whether any
statutes expressly permit
the use of video conferenc-
ing for that type of case, the
rights of the parties, and the
suitability of videoconfer-
encing for the nature of the
hearing scheduled.”

Prior to the pandemic, cer-
tain types of hearings, like
initial hearings and sen-
tencings, had to to be in-per-

son.
“I have found the use of

videoconferencing to be a
valuable tool in keeping the
justice system operational
during COVID-19; however, a
specific assessment of each
case based on the above fac-
tors is necessary,” Giernoth
said.

Since taking the bench on
April 13, she said, the
biggest change is in how she
assesses cases.

“Judges serve a different
role than lawyers in a case,
but all judges were once
lawyers,” Giernoth said.
“Much like with other pro-
fessions, transitions
between the different roles
in the profession require
agility in understanding
and performing your role.
My role as judge relies on
the skillset I developed as a
lawyer, but requires me to
apply my skills in a differ-
ent way.”

She presides over a range
of cases, but her first case as
a Washington County Cir-
cuit Court judge was a crim-
inal case. Her next step is to
attend judicial college in
July. Giernoth is also men-
toring with the other three
judges — another required
process for all new judges. 

WEST BEND
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