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Lottery

Wednesday, July 1
WISCONSIN

Pick 3         0-5-4 
Pick 4         2-4-4-8 
Megabucks    1-3-11-15-29-39 
SuperCash    4-10-15-22-25-32 
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball  15-28-52-53-63
Powerball   18
Power Play           4
Badger 5                   3-6-15-28-31 

Speedbump

Aid
From Page 1A

see a subsequent increase to
their own funding. 

Of Wisconsin’s 421 dis-
tricts, 302 will receive more
in general aid compared to
last year while 114 will
receive less and five dis-
tricts will see no change at
all.  

“A district’s general aids
can increase or decrease
due to changes in any of the
three local factors compris-
ing Wisconsin’s general
equalization aid formula —
property valuation, enroll-
ment, and shared costs — as
well as a difference in funds
available from the state,”
the DPI said in a statement.
“General school aids are the
largest form of state sup-
port for public schools in the
state.” 

Wisconsin statutes
require the department to
publish estimated aid
amounts by July 1 each year.
The estimate is based on the
most recent 2019-20 budget
data reported by school dis-
tricts to the DPI, as well as
the level of funding
approved in the 2019-2021
state biennial budget. Esti-
mated amounts are subject

to change because they are
based on budgeted, not
audited, school district data.
Per pupil aid will be paid in
March 2021; under current
law it will be paid at $742 per
pupil.

Locally, some districts will
see more funding while oth-
ers will see less. New
Berlin’s level of aid is set to
rise 79.57%, climbing from
$2.8 million to $5.1 million
— the third steepest
increase in the state. 

Arrowhead, on the other
hand, stands to lose 14.88%
compared to last year.
Waukesha’s state aid will
decrease $1.5 million, or 2.84
percent. 

A DPI spokesman said
Wednesday New Berlin’s
increasing district member-
ship is one of the reasons
it’s seeing more state aid,
but also because the district
refinanced debut from ener-
gy efficiency projects, which
brought costs down. The
spokesman said the change
for the district is large in
terms of percentage, but not

in absolute dollars. Calls to
the school district were not
returned Wednesday. 

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

No Saturday
paper

There will be no
paper on Saturday

because of the 
Fourth of July holiday.

MERTON
A cookout will be held 3

p.m. to 7 p.m. July 4 at Stone
Bank Community Park. 

People are asked to follow
social distancing and masks
will be offered upon arrival.

NEW BERLIN
A Reverse Parade will be

held July 4 from 1 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. The parade will
start on the corner of Coffee
Road and St. Francis Street
and head south to City Hall. 

Families are encouraged
to participate in the nonper-
ishable food collection dur-
ing the parade. Donation
items that are suggested
include toilet paper, paper
towels, shampoo and condi-
tioner, toothpaste, deodor-
ant, soap, and laundry deter-
gent. 

People are asked to follow
social distancing and
COVID-19 protocols. 

LAC LA BELLE
Fireworks will begin at

dusk July 2. 
People are asked to follow

social distancing. 

WAUKESHA
A Reverse Parade will be

held July 4 from 11 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.. The parade route
will start on Carroll Street
and head north to Wisconsin
Avenue. 

All participants must
remain in their vehicle. 

In the afternoon, residents

are encouraged to bring
their grills out to their front
yards at 4 p.m. for a Front
Yard Cook-Out. The Wauke-
sha Commemorative Air
Force and T28 Trojan Horse-
man plan to fly over Wauke-
sha from 7:10 p.m. to 7:25
p.m. during the night of July
4. 

To close the night, local
church bells will begin to
ring at 8 p.m. 

OCONOMOWOC
Fireworks at dusk July 3

on Fowler Lake. People are
asked to follow social dis-

tancing and COVID-19 proto-
cols during these events. 

A live stream remote view-
ing option will be available
on YouTube at
https://bit.ly/3i5CPBI 

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
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Fireworks explode above
Slinger Speedway on Sunday,
which was the raceway’s Inde-
pendence Day celebration.

July 4 events around Waukesha County

Reilly to community: 
Wear a face mask

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — A face
familiar to many Waukesha
locals may soon be appear-
ing on their screens at home.
Mayor Shawn Reilly was
filmed for part of a locally
focused public service
announcement Wednesday. 

The PSA is meant to
encourage the community to
wear face masks as a precau-
tion against COVID-19 and
the spread of the virus. 

“Everybody has a personal
responsibility to stop the
spread of COVID,” Reilly
said. “If everyone is wearing
a mask, the ability for
COVID to transfer from per-
son to person goes way
down.” He also pointed out
people can spread COVID-19
without knowing they have
the virus.

The PSA was organized by
United Way of Milwaukee
and Waukesha County, and
the film crew was part of
group called Ignite Change.
The filming took place near
the Waukesha Public
Library. 

Reilly said he wears his
mask for those who are
immunocompromised, the
city employees he works
with and his mother, to
name a few. “You shouldn’t

be upset if a business asks
you to wear a mask when
you go inside of it,” he said.
“It’s not just for you, it’s for
their employees, it’s for
their business livelihood,
it’s something that keeps
them operating and keeps
the COVID numbers down.” 

Mary Kerrigan, who
directed much of the film-
ing, said the group previous-
ly did a PSA in April. “The
messaging of that was ‘stay
at home, if you can’t stay at
home, wear a mask,’” she
said. “And now we have to
change our messaging

because (things) are open-
ing.” 

So far, only Milwaukee and
Waukesha are taking part in
the PSA, but Racine may be
added later. 

Bob Purman, who was
with the Project Ignite
group, said a media buy may
be coming for August or
sooner and the PSA will be
online as well. “Social media
is big,” he said. “Medical
College of Wisconsin has got
a nest egg to (ad) buy.” 

The group also sought to
film locals in the area in
addition to the mayor. 

Reilly emphasized wear-
ing a mask is not a political
statement. “Wearing a mask
is something that you do to
protect other people as well
as yourself,” he said. “I’m
going to believe the CDC and
the doctors and nurses that
I’ve spoken to.” 

Jake Ekdahl / Freeman Staff

Leo Purman (right) adjusts his camera before filming Wauke-
sha Mayor Shawn Reilly.

Mayor films
public service
announcement

To see a video of Waukesha
Mayor Shawn Reilly dis-
cussing the public service
announcement and the ratio-
nale for wearing masks, go
to https://bit.ly/3ghmrfB.

School to resume 
face-to-face instruction 
By Alex Nemec

anemec@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — The
Oconomowoc Area School
District Board voted Tues-
day night to have school
return to its traditional,
full face-to-face instruction
when classes begin again
in the fall, Board President
Rick Grothaus said. 

K-12 classes will be con-
ducted as normal starting
in the fall, but the board
also is planning options for
students and their families
who would rather do full
virtual learning or a
hybrid instruction. 

The decision comes a
week after the board met
the same day the Depart-
ment of Public Instruction
released their guidelines
for how schools should re-
open, thus delaying the
plan to Tuesday’s meeting. 

The survey results from
parents showed an over-
whelmingly majority want-
ed their child to return to
the classroom as normal in
the fall. 

Grothaus said ahead of
returning to school in the
fall, school administration
is also working on defining
and refining mitigation
efforts if the health situa-
tion gets worse and the
community sees more
infections. 

“We can adjust and put in
more mitigation efforts as
needed to mitigate the
spread and the infection in
the school community,”
Grothaus said. 

Should a student or

teacher contract the virus,
the students involved
would have to be quaran-
tined along with the teach-
er for a couple of weeks,
Grothaus said, which
means the district is work-
ing on being able to contin-
ue instruction in a virtual
manner. 

“The district is going to
bring emphasis to the
teachers and students
being able to function
learning from a digital plat-
form,” he said. 

Grothaus said he believes
the administration is doing
the utmost it can to prepare
the district to be able to be
responsive to the changing
situation.

Alternative options 
The results of the parent

survey showed that 25% of
parents would rather see
their child return to school
this fall in a way that isn’t
the full face-to-face instruc-
tion. 

As a result of that, the
board voted to also have a
virtual program for stu-
dents to learn should par-
ents want to utilize that for
their child. 

In addition, the school is
working on a hybrid model
that would allow students
to return to school, but in a
safe, socially distanced
form, Grothaus said. 

The hybrid model would
only be available for
kindergartners through
sixth grade, he said. 

The model would pull
from all of the students in
their respective grades to
make classes, rather than

pulling from each school. 
Each classroom in the

hybrid model would have a
lower amount of students
who would go to school for
half of the day — either in
the morning or afternoon
— four days a week. 

For example, over the
entire district, if there are
30 third-grade students
whose parents chose the
hybrid option for them, 15
of the students would go to
school in the morning and
leave before lunch and the
other 15 would go to school
after lunch. 

Grothaus said this option
would have students learn-
ing all of the core subjects
during that time period. 

“We believe the teacher
in those conditions would
be able to give a very strong
educational program under
those conditions and it
would be socially dis-
tanced,” he said. 

Specials classes such as
music, physical education
and art would not be taught
during classroom hours,
Grothaus said, and the dis-
trict is currently working
on ways for those teachers
to help parents with
lessons they can teach their
child those classes at home. 

In addition, under the
hybrid model, the parent
would be responsible for
bringing their child to and
from school, Grothaus said. 

“Those are the tradeoffs,
but in terms of the core
academics, I believe it
could be a very strong
viable program and I don’t
think kids would suffer in
that model,” he said. 

OCONOMOWOC AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

Virtual, hybrid options being offered as well 

Elmbrook Reopening Task Force 
considers screenings, busing changes 

By Jake Ekdahl
Jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

BROOKFIELD — The
Elmbrook School District’s
Reopening Task Force met
virtually for the second time
Tuesday. 

The group, which is to
craft a reopening strategy
for the district and present
to the Board of Education
on Aug. 11, includes two
school board members, par-
ent representatives from
each school, three building
administrators, one associ-
ate principal of athletics
and activities, up to five dis-
trict office staff, ExOfficio
members, up to three staff
members, up to three com-
munity members and strate-
gic vendor representation. 

There is not currently any
budget expense for the cre-
ation or facilitation of the
task force. 

Some of the considera-
tions being discussed
include daily health self-
screening using an app or
website, which is supported
by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention;
dividing K-8 students into
cohorts to limit spread and
support contact tracing;
age-sensitive physical dis-
tancing strategies; and
strict no-visitor policies. 

Chief Strategy Officer
Chris Thompson, who
chairs the task force, said
210 applications were
received by prospective
members. “We know that we
have a highly educated,
highly qualified community

(willing to) offer their exper-
tise,” he said. 

On the potential issue of
busing, the task force plan
could include keeping buses
running, but also using car
pools and family drop-offs,
having family members sit
together, mandating mask
wearing on the bus and cre-
ating space between stu-
dents. 

A district family survey
with more than 3,000
respondents found that
76.8% of respondents would
be comfortable sending
their child to school in the
fall following CDC guide-
lines. 

The task force is set to
meet again July 14, with a
presentation by Thompson
to the school board on
progress made so far. 


