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By Jill Fuller

Several years ago, I was visiting a
library when a library visitor pulled out
his wallet and showed me his first
library card. The small, square card was
ragged and yellowed, but the man was
obviously proud of it. After all, he had
held onto it for over 50 years, so it must
have meant something to him. As a
librarian, I often hear stories from peo-
ple about their childhood memories of
the library — the books they brought
home, the librarians who read to them,
and their pride in receiving their first
card. I didn’t think to keep my first
library card, which I got when I was a
child, but I’ve accumulated more over
the years as I’ve moved to different
towns or states. The cards I still have act
as a visual record of the places I’ve
called home. 

In Massachusetts, a young immigrant
working in a textile mill named Andrew
Carnegie wanted access to the books at
the local library, but he couldn’t afford
the subscription fee to become a mem-
ber, nor were low-income wage-earners
allowed to come into the library. The
teenage Carnegie wrote a letter to the

local paper, which was so
persuasive that the
library changed its poli-
cies. When Carnegie, as
a successful businessper-
son, started funding the
building of over 1,500
libraries across the
country, he said, “A
library outranks any
other one thing a com-

munity can do to benefit its people. It is
a never failing spring in the desert.” 

September is National Library Card
Signup Month, and the public libraries
in Waukesha County are excited to get
library cards into their communities.
Although a library card may seem
insignificant, it represents something
powerful — the fundamental American
concept of free and equal access to
opportunities. It’s more than just a card.
It is your “Library Anywhere” card, so
you can read ebooks, digital audio-
books, and magazines without leaving
home. It’s your “Borrow, Don’t Buy”
card, saving you money every time you
borrow something from the library. It’s
your “Learn New Skills” card, connect-
ing you to online classes where you can

learn a new language, brush up on your
computer skills, or practice grant writ-
ing. It’s your “Job Search Help” card,
making the job hunt a bit easier with
free resume building tools,
computer/printer access, and online
courses. It’s your “Stay Connected”
card, allowing you to take the Internet
home with you when you check out a
WiFi hotspot. Now more than ever, as we
all struggle with the impact of this
extraordinary year, a library card is a
free lifeline to resources, entertain-
ment, and connection.

If you would like to get a library card,
you can sign up for a digital one at
www.GetYourLibraryCard.org or you
can stop into your local library to sign
up for a card. If you already have a
library card, we’re glad to hear it! Con-
sider helping our mission by encourag-
ing a friend or family member to get
their own library card. Spread the word
about what your library card means to
you!

(Jill Fuller is the coordinator of mar-
keting & communications for the
Bridges Library System.)

4B • THE FREEMAN • FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2020 GMTODAY.COMCOMMUNITY

FLASHBACK FRIDAY
IN WAUKESHA’S HISTORY

From the Freeman negatives at the Waukesha County Museum

Julie Sherry, 12, has a determined look on her face as she
participates in the kicking portion of the Punt, Pass and Kick
contest held at the Saratoga Softball Complex in Waukesha
on Oct. 8, 1977; the photo ran Oct. 11.

Get your ‘Library Anywhere’ card

By Jann Blackstone
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Q. My ex and I do not agree
on much. Our children go
back and forth between our
homes and will return to
school next week. They will
go to school Tuesday and Fri-
day. The rest is online learn-
ing. Tuesday is my day, but
Fridays alternate and he will
not take any responsibility to
get them to school. He said he
will just drop them off and I
can take care of it. I can’t
understand his lackadaisical
attitude. He’s never been like
this. I work, too! Why does he
think it’s all up to me? What’s
good ex-etiquette? 

A. Let me explain what I
think may be going on based
on a few things you said in
your email. First, he’s never
been like this, so I would ven-
ture to think he thinks it’s all
up to you because, whether
spoken or unspoken, you
have taken on the responsi-
bility of school for the chil-
dren. Doesn’t matter if there
is a pandemic now, you’ve
always done it, so he probably
doesn’t understand why you

seem to be bailing in a time of
crisis. Therefore, he digs in
his heels and you’re left con-
fused and full of resentment
— “How could he do this
NOW of all times?” And, he’s
probably thinking the exact
same thing about you. 

Most of the problems I see
with co-parenting boils down
to lack of communication. I
know that seems to be a
catch-all, but if you think
about the explanation above,
that’s exactly what it is. Now,
how to get on the other side of
it? 

Call a meeting. In negotia-
tion, coming to an agreement
doesn’t necessarily mean
someone wins and someone
loses. Win-win means both
come away with something
with compromise at the root
of the agreement. Good ex-
etiquette for parents rule No.
10, “Look for the compro-
mise,” is the last ex-etiquette
rule for a reason. Rules 1-9 lay
the ground work for good
behavior, the last rule, 10,
gives you a plan to go to work
— “Look for the compro-
mise.” Not, compromise! Not
even “Make a compromise!”

It suggests the parents look
for the compromise—togeth-
er. “What can we agree on,
and what do we have to do to
get to that agreement?” 

As with any negotiation, it
starts with finding a mutual
interest — in your case, that
mutual interest is your chil-
dren. First and foremost.
Remember that. 

Let’s take it one step fur-
ther. Again, referring to the
rules of good ex-etiquette for
parents, rule No. 2: “Ask for
help when you need it.” This
is where everyone loses it.
“Ask my ex for help? It’ll will
never happen.” 

Things change. Just
because you did something
one way for years doesn’t
mean something doesn’t hap-
pen to make you reassess and
change direction. COVID, for
example, has made everyone
afraid and vulnerable. So,
based on that, you look each
other in the eye, express your
concern for your children’s
emotional welfare under
these trying conditions and
band together in their name.
No self-interests. Child-cen-
tered interest. 

State what you want:
“What can we do to ensure
our children get to school
each day, no matter what par-
ent they are with?” It’s not all
up to you. Let Dad suggest a
solution. Listen. Be respect-
ful. Negotiate in good faith
and come up with something
together in the best interest
of your child. It’s your job as
parents and co-parents.
That’s good ex-etiquette. 

(Dr. Jann Blackstone is the
author of “Ex-etiquette for
Parents: Good Behavior
After Divorce or Separation,”
and the founder of Bonus
Families, www.bonusfami-
lies.com. Email her at the Ex-
Etiquette website www.exeti-
quette.com at dr.jannexeti-
quette.com.) 

Back-to-school blues
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Ex-etiquette
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Elmbrook Humane Society

Chloe may be shy at first, but give her time to get acquainted and
she’ll be the sweetest cat you ever met. She is 6 years, 6 months
old, a very well-behaved kitty who uses her litter box and cleans
up after herself. She will come up to you and ask you to scratch
her head and chin often and will make biscuits as you do it — a
win for both! Her favorite treat is the squeeze-up treat, which helps
her to trust you more. She is good with human guests who can
give her treats and scratches but is not fond of loud noises and
strangers in the house — think of her as a guard kitty. She is also
not a huge fan of people picking her up but will tolerate it. She will
do best in a forever home that is dog-less and if another feline is
present, one that can be introduced to her slowly will be most ben-
eficial. Chloe is in a foster home, so call EBHS to learn how to
meet her.

The mission of the Elmbrook Humane Society is to provide shelter
for homeless animals, promote the human-animal bond, and pre-
vent animal cruelty and neglect. The Elmbrook Humane Society is
the only “no kill” animal shelter in Waukesha County, serving the
community since 1964. The EBHS is located at 20950 Enterprise
Drive in Brookfield, and is open 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday and noon to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday for
viewing adoptable animals. Call 262-782-9261 or visit
www.ebhs.org for more information about the EBHS and to see all
of our adoptable companion animals look under the “adopt” tab.

141 years ago
Sept. 18, 1879

According to the last
report, 265 vessels were
bound to Baltimore from for-
eign parts.  Most of these
vessels will load with grains,
and it is supported that they
will all together carry away
from 8,000,000 to 10,000,000
bushels.  

More sailing vessels go to
Baltimore than to any other
port except New York, while
Boston is ahead in
steamships, after the
metropolis.  All the Atlantic
ports are witnessing a great
activity in shipping, and Bal-
timore never before had such
a large fleet to deal with. 

28 years ago
Sept. 18, 1992

The Waukesha School Dis-
trict is warning parents to be
on the alert for a man in a red
pickup who has approached
several children near elemen-
tary schools.

Waukesha police said the
man offered candy to chil-
dren at three schools during
the past two weeks and asked
them to come over to his
truck, said Lieutenant Hel-
mut Kump of Waukesha.  The
man never left the truck. 

Schools where the man
was sighted are Blair,  301
Hyde Park, Lowell, 140 N.
Grandview Blvd., and
Bethesda, 730 S. University

Drive.
Police describe the man as

white with brownish-gray
beard.  He is stocky and
between 30 and 60 years old.

—Local history compiled
by Patrice Shanks;

pshanks@conleynet.com;
262-513-2639

Also on this day. . .
1759 — The French for-

mally surrendered Quebec
to the British.

1793 — President George
Washington laid the corner-
stone of the U.S. Capitol.

1927 — The Columbia
Phonograph Broadcasting
System (later CBS) made its
on-air debut with a basic net-
work of 16 radio stations.

1947 — The National
Security Act, which created
a National Military Estab-
lishment and the position of
Secretary of Defense, went
into effect.

1850 — Congress passed
the Fugitive Slave Act,
which created a force of fed-
eral commissioners charged
with returning escaped
slaves to their owners.

1959 — During his U.S.
tour, Soviet leader Nikita
Khrushchev visited Wall
Street, the Empire State
Building and the grave of
President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt; in a speech to the U.N.
General Assembly,
Khrushchev called on all
countries to disarm.

in Waukesha County

From The FREEMAN files

On this day

Singer Jimmie Rodgers is 87.
Actor Robert Blake is 87.
Gospel singer Bobby Jones is 82.
Singer Frankie Avalon is 80.
Actor Beth Grant is 71.
Rock musician Kerry Livgren is 71.
Actor Anna Deavere Smith is 70.

The U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, Ben Carson, is 69.
Basketball Hall of Fame coach Rick Piti-
no is 68.
College Football Hall of Famer and retired
NFL player Billy Sims is 65.
Movie director Mark Romanek is 61.

Baseball Hall of Famer Ryne Sandberg is
61.
Alt-country-rock musician Mark Olson is
59.
Singer Joanne Catherall (Human
League) is 58.
Actor Holly Robinson Peete is 56.

Today and Saturday

Bubba’s, 1276 Capitol Drive, Pewaukee
Today: Chocolate Fudge Oreo
Saturday: Reese's Dough Boy

Culver’s, 1650 E. Main St., Waukesha
Today: Chocolate Oreo Volcano
Saturday: Mint Oreo

Culver’s, 840 W. Sunset Drive, Waukesha
Today: Really Reese's
Saturday: Crazy for Cookie Dough

Culver’s, 2600 N. Grandview Blvd., Wauke-
sha
Today: Dark Chocolate Decadence
Saturday: Double Caramel Chocolate Peanut

Culver’s, 14855 W. National Ave., New
Berlin
Today: Salted Double Caramel Pecan
Saturday: Peanut Butter Cup

Culver’s, 3705 N. 124th St., Brookfield
Today: Georgia Peach
Saturday: Oreo Overload

Culver’s, 21300 W. Capitol Drive, Town of
Brookfield
Today: Rocky Road
Saturday: Crazy for Cookie Dough

Culver’s, 15280 W. Bluemound Road, Elm
Grove
Today: Mint Chip
Saturday: Crazy for Cookie Dough

Culver’s, 701 Industrial Court, Hartland
Today: Oreo Overload
Saturday: Chocolate Eclair

Culver’s, 1090 N. Rochester St., Mukwona-
go
Today: Chocolate Heath Crunch
Saturday: Mint Oreo

Culver’s, W187-S7959 Racine Ave.,
Muskego
Today: Peanut Butter Cup
Saturday: Caramel Cashew

Culver’s, 1177 E. Summit Ave.,
Oconomowoc
Today: Turtle
Saturday: Raspberry 
Cheesecake

Culver’s, W249-N6620 Highway 164, Town
of Lisbon
Today: Butter Pecan
Saturday: Chocolate Caramel
Twist

Culver’s, 400 E. Summit
Ave., Wales
Today: Turtle
Saturday: Creamy Lemon 
Crumble

Kopp’s Frozen Custard, 18880 W. Blue-
mound Road, Town of Brookfield
Today: Reese's Peanut Butter Kupps, Key
Lime Pie
Saturday: Wedding Cake, German Chocolate
Cake

LeDuc’s Frozen Custard Drive-In, 240 W.
Summit Ave., Wales
Today: Red Raspberry
Saturday: Rocky Road

Oscar’s Frozen Custard, 21165 Highway
18, Town of Brookfield
Today: Death by Chocolate
Saturday: Grasshopper Pie

Flavor of the day

Today’s birthdays

Question: “The question of
the day at our house is
whether or not my dad
should get a flu shot. With a
COVID vaccine coming out
sometime, some of us have
the feeling that Dad should
get that vaccine rather than
the flu vaccine. Two vaccines
may just be too much. Dad is
89 and his health is impor-
tant to us as it is to him. We
want to do what is best for
him, and now wonder what
that is.”

Answer: There is a simple
answer as to whether or not
your father should receive
the flu vaccine this year and
the answer is yes. COVID-19
is not the flu. 

Influenza will be here soon
enough, and it is not some-
thing that someone your
father’s age should risk get-
ting.

The flu vaccination is just
that — the flu vaccination. It
is not a substitute for a
COVID vaccination, nor will
the COVID vaccination be a
substitute for the flu vaccina-
tion. We are talking about
two distinct diseases; both, if
contracted, could be devastat-
ing for an elderly person. The

interesting factor here is that
both diseases are respiratory
in nature and have some sim-
ilarities.

I am going to compare
these vaccinations to how
children are vaccinated.
Infants are given DTaP and
Polio vaccinations at the
same time. The Polio vaccina-
tion protects against the
infant from getting polio. The
DTaP vaccination protects
against diphtheria, pertussis,
and tetanus. In one checkup
visit, an infant gets protected
against four childhood dis-
eases. Additionally, children
are given these same vaccina-
tions multiple times as some
are not effective after just one
dose. The same will be true
for influenza and COVID vac-
cinations. They are both
important, for two distinct
diseases.

Ask your father to remem-

ber back to the days when
children contracted the crip-
pling polio disease and how
happy the population was to
stand in line for vaccination
when it became widely avail-
able. I still remember stand-
ing in line with my older sib-
lings to receive the vaccine
when it came to our small
town. The polio vaccination
did not prevent diphtheria or
pertussis or any other child-
hood diseases.

Provide your father with
up-to-date and accurate infor-
mation about the flu vaccina-

tion and the COVID vaccina-
tion, too, when one becomes
available. I recommend the
Center for Disease Control
(CDC) website for the most
accurate information,
CDC.gov.

As you approach the fall
and winter, please take pru-
dent steps to keep your father
safe.

(Mary Haynor is the CEO
of Horizon Home Care &
Hospice. Have a question?
Send an email to FCG
Newsletter @HHCH.net.)

Should Dad get this year’s flu vaccine?

MARY
HAYNOR

Senior Living


