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By Bruce Gay

For the fourteenth consec-
utive year, Waukesha Reads
will celebrate reading with
programs and events during
October. This year’s novel is
“When the Emperor was
Divine”, by Julie Otsuka. The
novel tells the story of a
Japanese American family —
mother, daughter, and son —
forcibly relocated to intern-
ment camps during World
War II, and their experiences
there. It’s an unsentimental
and rich study of the family’s
terrible experiences. 

Of course, this year’s
events will be different than
ever before. Because of the
pandemic, this will be the
first ever socially distant
Waukesha Reads. Library
staff have worked hard to
present creative and safe pro-

grams related
to the novel.
While the
events may be
online this
year, the book
discussions
and programs
will still be
fun, informa-

tive, and a great way to get
together with others.

What can you do during a
socially distant Waukesha
Reads? For starters, we have
two powerful speakers lined
up. On Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 7
p.m. the library is hosting a
YouTube event with Sam
Mihara, one of 120,000
Japanese American citizens
imprisoned at the Heart
Mountain Relocation Center
during World War II. Mr.
Mihara will share his experi-
ences at the internment

camp and explain why this
violation of civil rights is
important today. Mr Mihara
has spoken to over 50,000 peo-
ple throughout the country
over the last five years.

At the end of the month, on
Thursday, Oct. 29, the library
is excited to have the novel’s
author, Julie Otsuka, on a
live YouTube event at 7 p.m.
“When the Emperor was
Divine” is her first novel,
published in 2002. 

Other events include a
presentation on the Honor
Flight program; a chance to
learn about the Japanese
tea ceremony; a “how to”
program on creating oral
family histories; and the
popular Waukesha Reads
Cabaret, featuring songs
from the 1940s. All events
will be streamed live on
YouTube. 

The library has also sched-
uled six book discussions to
be held on Zoom. Check the
Waukesha Reads website at
WaukeshaReads.org/calen-
dar or pick up a calendar at
the library for event details. 

New this year is the
Waukesha Reads virtual
challenge. You can earn
points and win prizes by
tracking your Waukesha
reads events, such as
attending a book discussion
group, or an event, or even
reading the book. Details
are available at wauke-
shareads.org/challenge. 

Come over to the library
and pick up your copy of the
book! Attend an event and a
book discussion. Despite the
measures we’re taking to
make sure everyone stays
safe, Waukesha Reads will
make you think and intro-

duce you to a good book. We
hope to see you soon!

(Bruce Gay is the executive
director of the Waukesha
Public Library.)
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MADISON — Wisconsin’s
Department of Health Ser-
vices has released new data
about COVID-19 including
disease activity, hospital
capacity, cases among chil-
dren, and percent positive
by test, as well as mitiga-
tion strategies guidance.

According to a press
release from DHS, the new
data is designed to give Wis-
consinites a better picture
of the impact of COVID-19
in the state, what the trends
in cases mean, and how to
most effectively respond to
this virus. In tandem with
this data update, DHS also
released guidance on miti-
gation strategies for com-
munities.

“Giving Wisconsinites
accurate information about
the status of COVID-19 in
their communities is criti-
cally important to stopping
the spread of this virus in
our state,” said Gov. Tony
Evers in a statement.
“That’s why I’m so pleased
DHS is launching new data
dashboards to better assess
COVID-19 disease activity
and related hospital capaci-
ty.”

New data enhancements
and updates include: 

■ Local Data: DHS
launched enhanced local
data that provides an easy
way to find local data and to
compare metrics across
locations and over time
with disease activity and
hospital capacity metrics.

■ Disease Activity: This
category leads with the
COVID-19 case activity lev-
els, which track changes in
confirmed COVID-19 num-
bers, as well as levels of
COVID-19-like illness (CLI)
and influenza-like illness
(ILI) in emergency depart-
ments. Each activity level is
supplemented with the
overall trends to provide a
more complete picture of
COVID-19 in a community.
Activity levels are catego-
rized as low, medium, high,
or very high, to help with
interpretation. The addi-
tion of a “very high” level
helps target those areas of
highest concern under con-
ditions where widespread
community transmission is
already the norm across
much of the state.

■ Hospital Capacity
helps track the impact of
COVID-19 on the regional
health care system. It
shows trends in COVID-19
hospitalizations and cur-
rent use of hospital beds,
ICU beds, and ventilators.

■ Slowing the Spread of
COVID-19: Mitigation
Strategies for Wisconsin

Communities: This guid-
ance is intended to provide
local and tribal health
departments and leaders in
their communities another
tool to help them make deci-
sions regarding disease
mitigation. The decision
process detailed in the guid-
ance focuses on disease
activity and hospital capac-
ity metrics as well as com-
munity-specific considera-
tions.

DHS will update this data
by 4 p.m. every Wednesday.

■ Percent Positive: New
graphs showing seven-day
trends of percent positive
COVID-19 cases by test and
comparing percent positive
by person and test have
been added. 

■ Cases Among School-
Age Children: This data
breaks down confirmed
COVID-19 cases by youth
age group or school-aged
children. It includes those
under age 3, 4–8 years-old,
9–13 years-old, and 14–17
years-old. DHS will update
this data daily by 2 p.m.

Courtesy of Joe Hoffman

The new fire truck features imagery of downtown Waukesha. The Waukesha Fire Department will receive the new truck in
about one week.

Wisconsin DHS
releases new data

on COVID-19

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Fire Department
is welcoming its fourth cus-
tomized fire truck by Pierce
Manufacturing in the com-
ing week, which features
imagery of the downtown
by local artists.

Assistant Fire Chief Joe
Hoffman said the new
engine will have its final
inspection in the coming
week before it is utilized by
the department. Hoffman
said he is excited to see the
final product on Tuesday.

“We’re very proud of our
unique community and the
community that we serve
and we hope that each one
of our rigs kind of spot-
lights back to our communi-
ty and what we’re known
for,” Hoffman said.

The department began
having customized trucks
in 2014, the first with the
Waukesha South High
School logo. In 2018, the new
fire truck had a Les Paul
theme — including a “gui-
tar town” theme. The
department worked with
Cream City Guitars of
Brookfield to help produce
the design. In 2019, one of

the stations had a water
theme to represent the prox-
imity to the Fox River,
including the Waukesha
West Logo.

The latest design features
the historic streetscape of
downtown Waukesha.

Dave Burch, chair of the
Public Art Advisory Com-
mittee, helped orchestrate
the design. Burch said the
artist behind the design is
Celeste Czaicki with
Celeste Creative. Czaicki is
originally from Franklin,
Wisconsin and lived in the
city of Waukesha for some
time before moving to Mis-
souri.

“The Public Art Commit-
tee wanted to show kind of
a taste of Waukesha if you
will, so kind of different
landmarks and buildings
and kind of show more of a
cityscape … from an archi-
tectural standpoint,” Burch
said.

Burch said he provided
Czaicki with ideas for
designs on the truck. The
design includes popular
buildings in the city, people
and trees.

The truck was included in
the 2020 CIP budget, ticket-
ed as $784,500.

Hoffman said it’s impor-
tant the trucks are a point
of pride for the community,
as the trucks are owned by
the city.

Waukesha Fire Department to 
welcome streetscape-themed truck
Fourth customized truck for department

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 1,008
■ Recovered: 6,510
■ Deceased: 90
■ Cumulative case total: 7,608
■ Daily confirmed case count:
108

Emergency department visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 2
■ Flu symptoms: 0

County weekly 
unemployment claims: 7,900

■ Seven-day average percent-
age positive test results: 10.8%
■ Percentage cases requiring
hospitalization: 6%
■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 1,907.5
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 2,115.1
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.2%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.1%

Municipal active cases 
■ Waukesha: 176
■ Menomonee Falls: 108
■ New Berlin: 92
■ Brookfield: 89

Most affected age group:
20-29 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 1,327
■ Positive tests: 122,274
■ Negative tests: 1,423,247 

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

MUSKEGO — Art is a pop-
ular subject in school, but
few students get the opportu-
nity to observe an artist at
work up close, let alone par-
ticipate in their project. 

Lakeview Elementary will
receive a new mural from
local mosaic artist Carrie
O’Malley, through its artist-
in-residence program begin-
ning Oct. 6. 

O’Malley has studios in
Marin, California as well as
Delafield.  She said she fell in
love with art, particularly
mosaics, in Ravenna, Italy,
on a trip with her grand-
mother years ago. 

“I’m teaching the kids how
to do mosaics, about mosaics
(and) we’ll create it togeth-
er,” O’Malley said of the lat-
est project. “I designed the
mural with what they want-
ed; they decided they would
like to highlight not only the
lake but the school and kind
of the flora and the fauna of
the area.” She’s also done a

mural for Mill Valley Ele-
mentary, which is part of the
Muskego-Norway School
District like Lakeview. 

O’Malley has also done a
particularly public piece at
Fiserv Forum: an eight-foot-
by-20-foot mosaic mural
depicting Milwaukee’s archi-
tectural gems. Those visiting
for a Bucks  game or another
event will have the chance to
see it for themselves. 

“I think that creativity and
beauty are really powerful
agents for self-empower-
ment,” O’Malley said. “I
think it’s really important
that kids learn they can
improve their environment
by creativity and art mak-
ing.” 

This will be O’Malley’s
37th mural. 

“We are delighted to wel-
come O’Malley to our
school,” said Laura Shana-
han, principal of Lakeview
Elementary, in a statement.
“Our students and staff are
excited for the opportunity to
be a part of the creation of
something so dynamic that
will welcome anyone who

passes through the doors of
Lakeview.”

O’Malley’s mural will be
made with ceramic tiles,
many of them hand-glazed. 

“I choose the platform of
mural-making to demon-
strate,” O’Malley said.
“Because murals have power-
ful personal impact. They
engage, stir questions, and
make one see things in new
ways. Be it their intense color,
imposing size, or symbolic
power, murals radiate a mys-

terious energy, touching
everyone who sees and expe-
riences them. They work on a
symbolic level, providing
opportunities for communi-
ties to express important con-
cerns, values, and aspira-
tions.”

The artist in residence pro-
gram is set to last about two
weeks, and it begins on Tues-
day. Those interested in
learning more about O’Mal-
ley or her work may visit car-
rieomalley.com. 

Muskego-Norway
Schools to host

artist in residence

Submitted photo

Carrie O’Malley stands beneath the 8-foot-by-20-foot mosa-
ic mural she crafted for Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee.

Students to see and participate 
in project up close 

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — After
the annual German Christ-
mas Market of Oconomowoc
planned for Thanksgiving
weekend was canceled in
spring, several local resi-
dents began planning their
own event, “Christmas in
Okauchee”, which will now
be held Thanksgiving week-
end in Okauchee Lions Park. 

Hans Weissgerber III, Lisa
Marks and Andrew Kranick
began exploring the possibil-
ity of hosting the market in
Okauchee, a press release
states. 

“Fellow vendors started
reaching out to see if we
were planning anything,
most festivals had been can-
celed,” Weissgerber said in
the press release. “We started
thinking about where we
could host a well-executed
event in the Lake Country

and the Okauchee Lions Park
became the logical choice.”

Christmas in Okauchee
will have 24 specialty retail
vendors split into north and
south outdoor market areas
featuring authentic Euro-
pean market chalets, the
release states.

Seating, food, beverage and
music will all take place
inside the Betrand Family
Pavilion, which is heated. 

German Christmas Market
Board Member Sharon

Manke said she wishes
Christmas in Okauchee well
and much success on behalf
of the board.

“We felt because of the
enclosed tent that we could
not (host German Christmas
Market) safely,” Manke said.
“They’re doing it a little dif-
ferent out there with some
more open air space...I hope
they do very well.”

Marks said in the release
that they fully intend on
returning the event to

Oconomowoc in 2021.
“(We) strongly believe that

Christmas in Okauchee will
help guarantee the continua-
tion of this Thanksgiving
weekend tradition,” Marks
said. 

The event will be held from
11 a.m. to 11 p.m on Nov. 27
and Nov. 28 and 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. on Nov. 29 at Okauchee
Lions Park, N49-W34400 E.
Wisconsin Ave.

For more information visit
christmasinokauchee.com,
which according to the press
release, will be operational
soon.

Christmas market moving to Okauchee for 2020
Will replace canceled Oconomowoc event during Thanksgiving weekend

Waukesha Reads promises interesting virtual events

Lottery
Wednesday, Sept. 30 

WISCONSIN
Daily Pick 3                          9-0-2 
Daily Pick 4                       4-0-8-4 
Megabucks         7-24-25-28-32-49 
SuperCash        11-15-23-29-31-35
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball               14-18-36-49-67
Powerball                                  18
Power Play                                 2 
Badger 5                11-16-17-18-21 

Gay

Speakers, book discussion groups part of annual community read


