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COVID cases surge in Wisconsin 
MADISON — Wisconsin surpassed 3,000 new coron-

avirus cases for the first time Thursday, more than 200
above its previous daily record, set earlier this month. 

Waukesha County also saw its biggest-ever daily case
count at 207 on Thursday. The previous record was 185, set
in September. 

The most affected age group continues to be 20-29 year
olds, followed by 50-59 year olds and 10-19 year olds. 

In Waukesha, there are 196 active cases currently, while
there are 130 in Menomonee Falls, 119 in Brookfield and 95
in New Berlin. 

A total of 1,424 people have died from the coronavirus in
Wisconsin as of Thursday, with 141,830 having tested posi-
tive and 1,506,828 testing negative. 

“Wisconsin has once again reached a new record high of
COVID-19 cases reported in a day,” Governor Tony Evers
wrote on Twitter Thursday. “We have to get back to the
basics in fighting this virus. Please stay home, limit gather-
ings and travel, and wear a mask whenever you go out so we
can flatten the curve and get back on track.” 

Nationwide, newly reported cases have risen in recent
weeks to about 44,000 a day, and deaths are running at
around 730 a day, according to Johns Hopkins University.  

While those numbers are down from the spring, when
cases and deaths peaked at much higher levels, public
health experts warn that infections are far too high as the
nation moves toward flu season and colder weather that
will send more people inside. 

Contributing: The Associated Press 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 1,206
■ Recovered: 7,306
■ Deceased: 96
■ Case total: 8,608
■ Daily confirmed case
count: 207

Emergency room visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 4
■ Flu symptoms: 3

County weekly unemploy-
ment claims: 6,800

Seven-day average per-
centage positive test
results: 9.3%
Percentage cases requir-
ing hospitalization: 5%

Cases per 100,000: 2,156.6
State average cases per

100,000: 2,453.4
Case fatality percentage:
1.1%
State average fatality per-
centage: 1.0%

Municipal active cases 
■ Waukesha: 196
■ Menomonee Falls: 130
■ Brookfield: 119
■ New Berlin: 95

Most affected age group:
20-29 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 1,424
■ Positive tests: 141,830
■ Negative tests: 1,506,828

Sources: Waukesha County
COVID Case Dashboard, Wis-
consin DHS 

By the numbers 
Waukesha County COVID-19 cases 

CIP Police
Department

remodel
increases by
$7.2 million

WAUKESHA COMMON COUNCIL

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — The long-
anticipated Waukesha
Police Department remodel
has been approved within
the 2021 Capital Improve-

ment Plan (CIP) budget by
the Common Council — and
has prompted a $7.2 million
increase in the budget a cou-
ple weeks before its final
approval, the project now
totaling $19.7 million.

The department project
was originally presented to 

Council approves final
2021-25 capital 

improvement plan budget 

Council votes 
to appeal Friends of
Frame Park lawsuit

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — Following a closed session discussion, the
Waukesha Common Council voted to direct the city attor-
ney’s office to appeal the Friends of Frame Park lawsuit to
the state Supreme Court.

Friends of Frame Park sued the city in December 2017,
alleging that it had wrongfully withheld a draft lease agree-
ment between the municipality and Big Top Baseball from
an Oct. 9, 2017 records request.

Community development 
expecting second business grant

program

Pence to visit Waukesha
on Tuesday

WAUKESHA — Vice President Mike Pence
will be in Waukesha for a rally Tuesday,
according to an announcement posted on
President Donald Trump’s campaign website.

The event takes place at Weldall Manufac-
turing, 2001 S. Prairie Ave. Doors open at 10
a.m. and close at 11 a.m., according to the
announcement.

Up to two tickets will be provided for each
mobile number. For more information, visit

https://events.donaldjtrump.com/events/make-america-
great-again-with-vice-president-mike-pence-waukesha-wi-
o c t o b e r -
12?utm_content=rally_list&utm_medium=web&utm_sourc
e=djt_web.

Pence

Floating their boats
By Jake Ekdahl

jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — At Waukesha
North, homecoming is a time where
graduating classes can show off their
school pride in a fun and competitive
way by decorating their hallways, but
with COVID-19 complicating things
this year, students took the tradition
outside.

Instead of crowding together
indoors, each class is decorating their
own float and will display them at Fri-
day’s homecoming football game.

The decision was made by the
school’s Student Council.

“I think this was a great opportuni-
ty because I could see all my class-
mates come together,” said Waukesha
North senior Clara Snopek. Being
from a family that has built floats for
Waukesha’s Fourth of July parades,
she’s spearheading the effort for her
graduating class. They’re even scaling
up from a wagon float to a full trailer.

The theme this year is “Throw-
backs,” so classes are expected to
choose a decade and run with it. The
seniors chose the 1960s cartoon “The
Flintstones,” theme, which also may
be a sort of double throwback, harken-
ing back to the prehistoric age.

“I think that North has always had a
really good spirit and school commu-
nity going and I think it was really
important for them to keep that up,”
said chemistry teacher and Student
Council advisor Christie Schaefer.
“They’re so optimistic and it makes
me feel good that they could still do
something.”

The floats are just one innovation
taking place for North’s homecoming.
The school also rented a 30-foot screen
to broadcast the game live in the base-
ball diamond parking lot, so students
can watch from there in a socially dis-
tanced format with blankets and lawn
chairs.

The public is allowed to swing by
and see the floats today, but staying for
long periods isn’t encouraged due to
limited space.

The floats will be judged by a panel
of school staff, with the best class win-

Submitted photo 

Waukesha North senior Karisa Burnett decorates her class’s float for 2020 home-
coming.

Waukesha North crafts floats for homecoming

See FLOATS, PAGE 6A
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WAUKESHA 

Jerome R. Kagel
Nov. 14, 1934 — Oct. 7, 2020

Jerome R. Kagel passed away at his
home in Waukesha on Wednesday, October
7, 2020, at the age of 85. The son of William
and Lillian Kagel (nee Sullivan), Jerry was
born on Nov. 14, 1934, in Sussex. He gradu-
ated from Menomonee Falls High School in
1952, served in the U.S. Army from 1954 to
1956 and he graduated from Carroll College
in 1960. On August 20, 1955 Jerry married

the love of his life, Judith Dresdow. Jerry was a
salesperson that had a love for his church, base-
ball, and crossword puzzles. The love he had for
his wife and family was amazing.

Jerome will be truly missed by his wife, Judy;
children: daughter Karen (Jeff) Narlow, son Robert
(Susan) Kagel; grandchildren: Josh Narlow, Jessica
(Steve) Palmersheim, Alexandra (Brian Pollace) Kagel,
Rebecca (Jarrod) Steele and Samuel (Kayla Cooper)
Kagel; great-grandsons Zachary Pollace and Carson
Pollesch; sister-in-law Lolita Dresdow; brothers-in-law
Lee Jones and Jack (Mary) Dresdow.

Jerry was preceded in death by his parents, William
and Lillian; and sister Virgina Matkowski; brothers-in-
law William Matkowski, Charles Dresdow and Terry
Young; sisters-in-law Nancy Jones and Shirley Young. He
will be missed by a host of nieces and nephews, relatives
and friends.

Services will be held on Sunday, October 11, 2020, at
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, W240-N3103 Pewau-
kee Rd, Pewaukee, WI 53072. The visitation will be held
from 2:00 p.m. until the start of services at 4:00 p.m. In
lieu of flowers, memorial to Christ Ev. Lutheran Church
are appreciated.

Cesarz, Charapata & Zinnecker Funeral Home, Crema-
tion and Pre-Planning Services is serving the family. For
further information, please call 262-542-6609, or for direc-
tions, an online obituary, or to leave a condolence, please
visit www.WaukeshasFuneralHome.com.

(Freeman — Oct. 9, 2020)

Joan Edna (Meidenbauer) Dobson

Joan Edna (Meidenbauer) Dobson passed away Oct. 2
after a brief illness at 90 years of age. She was preceded
in death by her parents, Harry and Margaret (Keikhef-

fer) Meidenbauer; her brothers Raymond
(Bernice) Meidenbauer and Harold Mei-
denbauer; and sister Esther (Lyman)
Cartwright; and her longtime partner, Ger-
ald Ridgeman. She is survived by her six
children Michael (Patricia) Dobson of
Rockville, Maryland, Delos (Sally) Dobson
of Albion, Pennsylvania, Robert (Terri)
Dobson of North Carolina, Steven Dobson

of Pittsville, Margaret (Paul) Bethke of Grayslake, Illi-
nois and Stewart (Kathy) Dobson of Belvidere, Illinois.
She is also survived by 13 grandchildren, 20 great-grand-
children and numerous nieces and nephews. She was a
loving mother, grandmother and great-grandmother and
will be greatly missed. 

There will be a funeral Mass Tuesday, October 13, 2020,
at 10:00 a.m. at St. James Catholic Church in Belvidere,
IL. Interment to follow in Prairie Home Cemetery in
Waukesha. Belvidere Funeral Home is serving the fami-
ly. Condolences may be shared with the family at
www.belviderefh.com. 

(Freeman — Oct. 9, 2020)

FREEMAN OBITUARY GUIDELINES:

■ All obituaries must be emailed in a reproducible format to
obits@conleynet.com.
■ The deadline for obituaries is 
8 p.m. the day prior to publication.
■ All private and out-of-state obits must be paid for in advance.
■  Obituary rates:
Less than 150 words: $40
151 words-600 words: $125
601 words-1,000 words: $250
1,001 words or more: publisher’s discretion
■ A half-column picture, flag or other icon may be published at no
additional cost. A full-column picture may be added for $10. Please
include photos as a separate .jpg attachment.

Station
From Page 1A

Common Council members
in March, initially as a
request for a new evidence
room, before further project
renovations were presented.
Project needs center around
space constraints — a report
drafted by the department
cites the need for more lock-
ers and the space to house
them; an additional confer-
ence/training room, the
addition of a patrol
sergeant’s office, relocating
the accident investigators’
office, an HVAC system
upgrade, relocating the drug
evidence room, cubicle
replacements, carpet
replacement, additional
storage and increased
garage space.

The cost of the police
department remodel
changed from the initial
$12.5 million — which was
originally estimated at the
first Finance Committee CIP
budget review. At the
Finance Committee meeting
Sept. 22, however, a presen-
tation revealed necessary
changes, mostly related to
relocating things within the
building, such as the sprin-
kler system and HVAC sys-
tem.

Bill Robertson with
Robertson Ryan and Associ-
ates presented the changes

along with more solid
designs on what the renova-
tions will look like. Robert-
son said they resulted from
accommodating an
increased number of female
officers, expanded pro-
grams, additional equip-
ment and the need to meet
“best practices.”

The final design of the
building increased the size
from about 53,000 square feet
to just under 81,000 square
feet.

The $19.7 million police
station remodel is broken up
into 2021 and 2022, with
about $6.5 million in 2022.
The Saratoga Lake Project
was also moved back one
year to 2023, to lessen the
impact on the CIP in 2022,
after a motion was made by
Alderman Rick Lemke.

The CIP budget book out-
lines the 2021-25 CIP, which
includes: $146.7 million in
general fund major capital
projects, $132.6 million in
enterprise fund major capi-
tal projects, $7 million in
general fund equipment pur-
chases, $2.5 million in enter-
prise fund general equip-
ment purchases, $18.2 mil-
lion in general fleet purchas-
es and $3.7 million in enter-
prise fund fleet purchases.

2021 projects include the
police station rehab and
remodel at $19.7 million
(about $6.5 million of which
will be utilized in 2022), the

library renovation costing
$4.1 million, major street
projects (North Prairie
Avenue, Sentry Drive and
Sunset Avenue) costing $8.3
million, minor street pro-
jects costing $1.8 million,
resurfacing projects costing
$3 million and flood mitiga-
tion projects costing
$950,000.

City Administrator Kevin
Lahner said the police
department has been
requesting a review of their
space needs for at least five
years. Lahner said there was
discussion about putting off
items within the project;
however, that ultimately
would not be costly or effi-
cient in the long run.

Changes also approved
include an amendment to
increase the sidewalk pro-
ject from $200,000 to $500,000
in 2021.

Alderman Aaron Perry
also made a motion to
remove the $70,000
audio/visual portion of the
City Hall project from the
budget, stating the backup
meeting room could instead
be virtual. Perry’s motion
was approved and passed. 

On Tuesday, the council
approved the 2021 CIP bud-
get with no further revi-
sions. Council meetings are
available to view live online
a t
www.waukesha.legistar.com
/Calendar.aspx.

File photo

The Waukesha Police Department, 1901 Delafield St.

Appeal
From Page 1A

However, in November
2018, a Waukesha County
Circuit Court judge ruled
the city had correctly
applied the law when it ini-
tially withheld the release of
the agreement.

“In reading this, the sense
I have is that the purpose of
keeping the document confi-
dential was that the city was
negotiating with Big Top
Baseball and didn’t want to
release (the document) to
the public to undermine
(those negotiations),”
Waukesha County Circuit
Court Judge Michael O.
Bohren said, dismissing the
lawsuit.

Believing the city incor-
rectly applied the “competi-
tion and bargaining” excep-
tion when denying the
release, the Friends of
Frame Park appealed
Bohren’s decision in 2019.

After a state Court of
Appeals hearing in Septem-
ber, the ruling was the city
misapplied state law when it
denied an open records
request by the Friends of

Frame Park three years ago.
The ruling also directed the
city to pay for the legal fees
Friends of Frame Park
spent challenging that
denial.

Now, the city may chal-
lenge that decision through
an appeal with the Supreme
Court.

Alderwomen Kathleen
Cummings and Cassie
Rodriguez were the two no-
votes in the motion – the
rest of the council approved
it.

Also following the closed
session, the Common Coun-
cil reconvened in open ses-
sion and approved the pur-
chase of two properties:
1701 Stardust Drive for
$90,000 and 205 Green Mead-
ow Drive for $50,000.

Possible second business
grant program

Community Development
Director Jennifer Andrews
previewed the likelihood of
a second business grant pro-
gram during the council
meeting. The city
announced in July it had
disbursed $438,987 to
Waukesha businesses with
grant money due to COVID-
19 impacts.

“The county received
additional CBDG money
through the CARES Act and
allocated a little over
$200,000 to the city and we
are working with them to
develop an additional busi-
ness grant program,” she

said. “It will be a little more
restrictive than the program
that the city ran because it’s
federal dollars, but just
wanted to let you know that
we’re in the process of that
and hoping to release it
before the end of the year.”

Waukesha Police
Department

WEDNESDAY
7:40 a.m. — A caller at a
business in the 800 block of
Meadowbrook Road report-
ed a customer was parked in

the drive-thru and
was refusing to
move. The employ-
ee who called said
it’s because of a
refund the cus-

tomer wanted from yester-
day, but the employee can-
not refund her today. The
lady was parked and yelling
where people place orders.
8:13 a.m. — A caller said a
woman asked the caller to
dial 911 in the 400 block of
West Main Street. The

woman needed help as she
has a black eye and was
sweating, appearing to be
dealing with withdrawals.
12:49 p.m. — A caller said a
man urinated on himself in a
business in the 700 block of
Meadowbrook Road. The
man was transported to an
area hospital for treatment
for his alcohol consumption.
8:19 p.m. — A woman in the
1000 block of E. Main Street
reported she caught her
neighbor’s child on camera
opening the gas cap on both
of her vehicles. She said she
believes the child put some-
thing in it. Contact was made
with the mother who was
uncooperative. The situation
was documented in case
damage occurred to the
vehicles.

Floats 
From Page 1A

ning a spirit bell. 
“That’s their favorite part

(and) it’s a big competition
that we do,” Schaefer said.
“There’s a lot of class rival-
ry, especially between the
seniors and the juniors.”

The rivalry may be
strong, but it’s ultimately
productive too. Snopek said
the homecoming float for
the seniors will be on dis-
play from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday in the school
parking lot. At that event,
they’ll be accepting dona-
tions not just for the materi-
als they’ve purchased, but
also to collect money for
next year’s homecoming so
that future classes will get
an even better experience.

Snopek said she thinks
she’ll “definitely” help

build more floats in the
future.

Submitted photo

For their float’s throwback
theme, Waukesha North
seniors chose the TV show
“The Flintstones,” harkening
back to the 1960s as well as
the prehistoric era.

Next Trump-Biden debates 
uncertain, though Oct. 22 is likely

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The campaign’s final
debates between President
Donald Trump and Demo-
crat Joe Biden were thrown
into uncertainty Thursday
as the rival camps offered
dueling proposals for the
remaining faceoffs. 

The chair of the nonparti-
san Commission on Presi-
dential Debates told The
Associated Press that the
final debate, scheduled for
Oct. 22, was still slated to go
on with both candidates pre-
sent as planned. But next
Thursday’s debate seemed to

be gone, after the Trump
team objected to the com-
mission’s format change. 

The whipsaw day began
with an announcement from
the commission that the
town hall-style affair set for
Oct. 15 in Miami would be
held virtually. The commis-
sion cited health concerns
following Trump’s infection
as the reason for the change.  

Trump, who is eager to
return to the campaign trail,
said he wouldn’t participate
if the debate wasn’t in per-
son. Biden’s campaign then
suggested the event be

delayed a week until Oct. 22,
which is when the third and
final debate was already
scheduled. 

Next, Trump countered
again, agreeing to a debate
on Oct. 22 — but only if face
to face — and asking that a
third contest be added on
Oct. 29, just before the elec-
tion. But Biden’s advisers
rejected squaring off that
late in the campaign. 

After the release late
Thursday of a letter from
Trump doctor Navy Cmdr.
Sean Conley that the presi-
dent had ‘‘completed his

course of therapy’’ and
could resume campaigning
this weekend, the Trump
campaign called on the com-
mission to hold next week’s
debate in person as original-
ly scheduled. 

But commission chair
Frank Fahrenkopf said late
Thursday that the decision
to hold the debate virtually,
guided by its medical advis-
ers at the Cleveland Clinic,
was not going to be reversed.  

The commission said it
made the announcement in
order to ‘‘protect the health
and safety of all involved.”

Slain black man’s family vows legal
fight against Tosa police 

MADISON (AP) — An
attorney for the family of a
black teen killed by a subur-
ban Milwaukee police officer
vowed Thursday to keep
fighting and working to
prove racism pervades the
officer’s department, after a
prosecutor declined to file
charges in the case. 

Attorney Kimberley Mot-
ley said she plans to file a fed-
eral lawsuit against
Wauwatosa Police Officer
Joseph Mensah in 17-year-old
Alvin Cole’s death. Motley
sued in state court on Tues-
day seeking department doc-
uments that she believes will
show Mensah’s supervisors
are racist and that officers
have racially profiled black
drivers for years. She also
wants Mensah and Chief
Barry Weber fired. 

Meanwhile, Cole’s sister
has demanded the resigna-
tion of Milwaukee County
District Attorney John
Chisholm after he declined to
file charges against Mensah.
Cole is the third person Men-
sah has killed since he joined
the Wauwatosa department
in early 2015. He has been

cleared of wrongdoing each
time. 

‘‘From the family’s per-
spective, we just want jus-
tice,’’ Motley said. ‘‘We want
Officer Mensah to be held
accountable.’’ 

Mensah’s attorney,
Jonathan Cermele, hasn’t
returned messages seeking
comment. 

Mensah, who is black, shot
Cole during a chase outside a
Wauwatosa mall in February.
According to investigators’
reports, Cole had a gun and
fired it; Chisholm said it
appeared he shot himself in
the arm. Officers said Cole
refused commands to drop
the weapon, prompting Men-
sah to fire. 

Mensah shot and killed
Antonio Gonzales in 2015
after police said Gonzales
refused to drop a sword. A
year later Mensah shot Jay
Anderson Jr. In that case,
Mensah found Anderson in a
car parked in a park after
hours. Mensah said he saw a
gun on the passenger seat
and thought Anderson was
reaching for it, so he shot
him. Mensah wasn’t charged

in either shooting. Anderson
was black. Gonzales was His-
panic. 

The decision triggered new
protests Wednesday night,
with some demonstrators
breaking windows and loot-
ing of at least one store, a gas
station. On Thursday, some
protesters again stayed out
past a 7 p.m. curfew, and TV
footage showed some being
arrested. 

The Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reported that Tracy

Cole, Alvin Cole’s mother,
and his sisters Taleavia and
Tristiana Cole were among
those arrested. The Journal
Sentinel also reported that
officers might have injured
Tracy Cole in the process and
she was subsequently taken
to Froedtert Hospital.

Before deadline, police
tweeted only that ‘‘several’’
people were arrested, and
said one 49-year-old woman
requested medical attention
and was taken to a hospital. 

Associated Press

This undated family photo provided by Taleavia Cole shows her
brother Alvin Cole, left. Wauwatosa Police Officer Joseph Men-
sah shot and killed the 17-year-old outside a mall in February
after receiving a call of a man with a gun in the mall.
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