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The New York Post, the
newspaper founded by
Alexander Hamilton, broke a
story last week about Joe
Biden’s family. The story was
supported by credible evi-
dence and implicated Joe
Biden and his son, Hunter, in
a long-term scheme to shake
down foreign entities for
money in exchange for favor-
able American government
action. It is the kind of story
that, if true, is the most seri-
ous kind of government cor-
ruption imaginable — the
selling of American foreign
policy for cash. 

The bombshell story was
instantly quashed and hid-
den by Twitter and Face-
book. Both companies active-
ly censored the story, blocked
accounts that attempted to
share the story, and disabled
links under the faux-truistic
cover that they were uphold-
ing journalistic standards by
insisting on stronger sourc-
ing. This is despite a lengthy
history of allowing every
conspiracy theory and liber-
al fake news story to propa-
gate unmolested. In choosing
to put their digital thumbs
on the Biden story, both com-
panies crossed the line from
internet platforms to pub-
lishers and require a differ-
ent regulatory treatment. 

Twitter and Facebook both
benefit from Section 230 of
the Communications Decen-
cy Act of 1996, which is cred-
ited with providing the legal
umbrella that allowed the
internet to flourish into what
it is today. Section 230 simply
states, in its entirety, “No
provider or user of an inter-
active computer service
shall be treated as the pub-
lisher or speaker of any
information provided by

another information content
provider.” 

While simple, the distinc-
tion has massive implica-
tions in law. By not being
deemed a publisher, internet
companies are protected
against liability for libel or
defamation for what appears
on their platforms. Section
230 is an evolution of an
ancient English common law
practice of “common car-
riage” or common carrier.
The crux of common car-
riage is that private enter-
prises who are engaged in
something imperative to the
common good are granted
some special protections by
the government in exchange
for certain obligations. In the
case of internet companies,
the free exchange of ideas

these platforms facilitate is
considered the lifeblood of a
free, self-governing society
and a common good worthy
of such protections. 

In the 20th century the
common carrier that domi-
nated technology for the bet-
ter part of 70 years was
AT&T. In exchange for a
monopoly on long-distance
lines and the ability to use
eminent domain, AT&T
agreed to let the government
regulate their rates and,
what was critical, to not dis-
criminate against what was
said on those lines. This was
a stark contrast to the great
monopoly of the telegraph,
Western Union, which might
have helped sway the presi-
dential election of 1876 to
Rutherford B. Hayes by
secretly providing the Hayes
campaign the Democrats’
telegrams and suppressing
others. AT&T’s great bargain
was to agree to be regulated
in exchange for a monopoly. 

Section 230 took the grand
bargain a step further by pro-
viding all of the benefits of
legal absolution in exchange
for nothing. Under this law,
companies like Twitter and
Facebook grew up into domi-
nant natural monopolies
because their users provided
petabytes of content for
other users to consume with-
out having to police the con-
tent for accuracy or even san-
ity. 

Make no mistake, if you
are not paying for it, you are
what is being sold. In the case
of Twitter and Facebook,
their business model is to col-
lect incredible amounts of
personal data about their
users and sell that data for
the purpose of target market-
ing, research, and whatever

other money-making pur-
pose they can divine. Their
algorithms target people for
specialized content and
might have already broken
the common carrier trust
that the public bestowed on
them. 

In purposefully, actively,
and personally deciding to
stomp on a negative story
about Joe Biden that was
published by a reputable
newspaper in the midst of a
political campaign, Facebook
and Twitter have definitively
and unmistakably crossed
the line from being internet
platforms to publishers. As
such, the legal protections
granted to them under Sec-
tion 230 must be withdrawn
so that they can be regulated
like The New York Times,
Fox News, MSNBC, and all of
the other publishers that fil-
ter, edit, and curate the infor-
mation they provide to their
subscribers. 

Facebook and Twitter can’t
have it both ways. If they
want the legal protections
provided under Section 230,
then they must allow all
information to flow freely. If
they want to be information
gatekeepers, then those pro-
tections must be withdrawn
so that people have legal
remedies against abuse.  

(Owen B. Robinson is a con-
servative Wisconsin political
commentator and former
West Bend resident. He can be
reached at owen@boot-
sandsabers.com.)
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Time to regulate Facebook, Twitter 
like the publishers they are

No history, only biography and rhyme
Lessons to be learned from this year’s Waukesha Reads book

Vote person, not party in 38th
To the editor: 
Remember when Wisconsinites proudly proclaimed we

“voted for the person not the party”? It’s time for the voters of
the 38th Assembly District to do that again.  

The Republican Rep. Barbara Dittrich has failed us on the
most important issue of this time — a meaningful response
to the coronavirus. She has marched in lock step with the
leadership of her party, rather than speaking to the needs of
her own constituents. In the midst of a spike in infection
rates, which has singled Wisconsin out nationally as one of
the hardest-hit states in the nation, she declares that face
masks are unnecessary and that the disease is not deadly! She
has not uttered a single word of protest about the Legisla-
ture’s failure to meet since April (except twice when it face-
tiously convened and immediately adjourned) but has instead
passed the buck to the courts and is paying lawyers $500 an
hour of taxpayer money to shoot down the mask mandate. 

Republican voters should consider this: Melissa Winker, the
Democratic candidate, will want to serve more than two
years. To do so, she will have to please her Republican con-
stituents who comprise the vast majority of voters in her dis-
trict. She will need to represent the desires of the people of
the 38th District, not that of the leaders of either political
party. 

We know that the people are not nearly so polarized as the
politicians and that we value problem-solving over partisan
posturing. Winker will not be able to take her constituents for
granted as Dittrich has done. It’s time to elect someone who
knows that she owes her people, not her party. 

Floss Whalen
Oconomowoc

Biden will rebuild economy better
To the editor:
Trump loves to claim he built the greatest economy ever.

As a nerd who actually looks at government reports, I am just
not seeing it. 

I will use numbers from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and
Bureau of Economic Analysis to show you why I do not
believe Trump.

In the 37 months Trump was in office before COVID-19,
about 6,800,000 jobs were created. In the 37 months before
Trump took office, about 8,000,000 jobs were created. So at
best Trump’s leadership slowed job creation.

In Trump’s best quarter the GDP grew at an annual rate of
3.9%. During Obama and Biden’s second term, their best
quarter saw the economy grow at an annual rate of 5.5%.
Trump saw two quarters with over 3% growth. In Obama
and Biden’s second term, they had two quarters over 5% and
four more that were over 3%.

No matter how much Trump claims he built the greatest
economy ever, the facts say he could barely maintain the
economy he was handed after Obama and Biden rebuilt it. 

Then it all changed when Trump decided lying to us about
COVID-19 was a better way to lead the nation than coming up
with a cohesive plan to protect it. In doing so he built an econ-
omy that in the second quarter of this year grew at a rate of
NEGATIVE 31% and as of the latest job reports about
3,900,000 fewer people are working then when Trump took
office. That is the economy Trump built.

If you want lies, mismanagement, chaos, and an economy
in collapse, Trump is your man. But if you want a leader who
can rebuild an economy, Biden is the only candidate in this
race that has proven he can rebuild an economy after Repub-
lican leadership crashed it.

Jim Honeck
Town of Mukwonago

Allen will never stop working 
for Waukesha

To the editor: 
I will be voting for Scott Allen in the upcoming election.

When the Evers administration forced businesses to close in
March, I got laid off from my position at a school.

Scott Allen was the first legislator to speak out about the
slow response of the department of Workforce Development
in processing unemployment claims.

Scott Allen and his staff continually advocated for me with
unemployment. Without their hard work, I am not sure if I
ever would have gotten my funding. The bills were adding up,
and their fierce advocacy really helped me in my time of
need. 

Vote Allen; he will never stop working for Waukesha. 
Jen Dillon
Waukesha

We need a new voice in Congress
To the editor:
Waukesha needs a new voice in Congress. We need someone

who looks forward instead of backward. We deserve someone
who wants to get something done instead of being an obstacle
to progress. That someone is Tom Palzewicz.

Tom understands that, along with the coronavirus, another
challenge that affects the whole world is climate change. Sup-
porting a switch to increased use of renewable energy will
create new jobs and a new economy as well as protecting our
environment. Wisconsin can lead the way. 

Tom will listen with respect to all his constituents. There
are important issues that many people of both political par-
ties agree need to be addressed. Let’s start there and get some-
thing done for our country.

Vote for Tom Palzewicz for Congress in District 5.
Bonnie Finkler

Town of Brookfield

(EDITOR’S NOTE: The following col-
umn was written as part of Waukesha
Reads, a community reading initiative,
which has events throughout the month.
Due to the political nature of this col-
umn it has been placed on the Commen-
tary page.)

By Chris Beck

“There is properly no history, only
biography.”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

Julie Otsuka illuminates a dark time
in our history through her story of one
family’s ordeal that begins when the
father is arrested on Dec. 7, 1941. His
children are haunted by the image. It is
shortly after midnight and he is
removed from his home, wearing a
white flannel robe, tattered slippers,
and hatless. After the war, he returns,
distant, distracted, defeated, a shadow
of the man who had left. 

When the “Emperor was Divine” is
semi-autobiographical. Otsuka’s
grandparents, mother and uncle were
sent to an internment camp for
Japanese-Americans during WWII.
Otsuka reveals the impact through the
eyes of individual family members, but
she does not give names to her charac-
ters, making their experience universal
and more powerful.  

It was war and Americans were
afraid. That fear fostered a draconian
policy. Forced to leave their homes,
abandon or bury their possessions,
“dispose” of their pets, these Japanese-
American citizens obediently packed
one suitcase per individual and board-
ed a train for Utah where they would be

confined to tar-paper
barracks, surrounded
by barbed-wire fences
and armed guards. Otsu-
ka does not “preach.”
She paints pictures.

The mother is “forty-
one and tired.” She ties
White Dog, the aged
family pet to a tree, tells
him to “play dead” and

“picks up the large shovel that was
leaning against the trunk of the tree.
She lifts it high in the air with both
hands and brings the blade down swift-
ly on his head.” It’s a horrifying scene,
but also, an act of love, mercy.  

The children are so normal, typical.
The 10-year-old girl “knew what she
liked. Boys and black licorice and
Dorothy Lamour. Her favorite song on
the radio was ‘Don’t Fence Me In.’” The
7-year-old boy had Joe Palooka comic
books under his bed, a torn picture of
Joe DiMaggio on his barrack wall, and
a pet tortoise that he scratched his fam-
ily’s identification number into its
shell. Daily, both the boy and the girl
place their hands over their hearts,
recite the Pledge of Allegiance and sing
“Oh, beautiful for spacious skies” and
“My country, tis of thee.” The children
do not speak Japanese. Otsuka is clear:
They are Americans.

“The past does not repeat itself, but it
rhymes.”

— Mark Twain 

It is 2020. The rhyme is audible.
Fort Sill, an Oklahoma military base

used as a World War II internment
camp for Japanese American people,
now shelters undocumented immi-

grant children apprehended at the bor-
der without an adult.

Worried about crowding and the ram-
pant spread of COVID-19 in their fami-
ly detention centers in Texas, and Penn-
sylvania, U.S. officials deliver an ulti-
matum to detained immigrant parents
— allow your children to be released
from detention without you or face
indefinite detention together. 

To reduce stigma, the World Health
Organization avoids naming diseases
after geographical locations. In accor-
dance with this policy, the WHO recom-
mends the official name “COVID-19”.
Throughout America, racial slurs,
pushing, spitting, and other hateful
acts toward Americans of Asian
descent increase exponentially. On May
12, 2020, a 57-year-old white man is
arrested at a grocery store in Stevens
Point for yelling racial slurs at Hmong
shoppers wearing masks.

Think of the biographies these
events represent! Julie Otsuka illus-
trates that our collective history is real-
ly a collection of our individual stories.
When “The Emperor was Divine” is an
excellent book. Once again, Waukesha
Reads provides a thought-provoking,
well-written novel that fosters intro-
spection and begs for discussion.

(Chris Beck is a retired educator and
the former executive director of Healing
Hearts.)

Beck
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Both companies actively
censored the story,

blocked accounts that
attempted to share the
story, and disabled links
under the faux-truistic
cover that they were
upholding journalistic

standards by insisting on
stronger sourcing.This is
despite a lengthy history

of allowing every 
conspiracy theory and 

liberal fake news story to
propagate unmolested.

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

“Success is a state of mind. 
If you want success, start thinking 

of yourself as a success.”
— Joyce Brothers

TODAY’S INSPIRATION


