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118 years ago

Dec. 11, 1902
The first cold snap of the

season came Sunday and
that night the thermome-
ter went down below zero.
Then the coal famine
began to pinch.  The weath-
er has been so mild up to
this time that little fuel
was sufficient for comfort,
but with the intense cold
came strenuous demands
upon the coal bins,
demands that those bins
were in ill condition to
meet.  Few families have
enough fuel for winter and
the prospects are small for
securing any more.

62 years ago

Dec. 11, 1958
On this day in history

eighty-nine years ago (1869)

The Conclusion- The most
beautiful rose often con-
ceals the most disgusting
worm, the loveliest valley
has a dirty swamp, the
noblest mountain piercing
blasts, and the prettiest face
often has a pug nose or a
yellow pimple.  The fairest
is most subject to freckles,
and the handsomest girl is
apt to be proud; the most
sentimental lady loves pork
and cabbage, and the gayest
mother lets her boy go with
his shirt tail out.

The kindest wife some-
times overlooks an absent
shirt button, and the most
lovely husband forgets to
kiss his wife every time he

steps outside the gate, and
the best dispositioned child
in the world will squall
when it has an "ache under
the apron string," and the
smartest scholar will miss a
lesson, the witless say
something stupid, and the
stars will fall and the moon
blanket itself in an eclipse-
and the men won't be
angels; nor earth-heaven-
therefore every man ought
to take the Waukesha Free-
man.

— Local history compiled
by Patrice Shanks;

pshanks@conleynet.com;
262-513-2639

Also on this day 
Dec. 11, 1816 — Indiana

became the 19th state.
Dec. 11, 1941 — Ger-

many and Italy declared
war on the United States;
the U.S. responded in kind.

Dec. 11, 1972 — Apollo
17’s lunar module landed on
the moon with astronauts
Eugene Cernan and Harri-
son Schmitt aboard; they
became the last two men to
date to step onto the lunar
surface.

Dec. 11, 1997 — More
than 150 countries agreed at
a global warming confer-
ence in Kyoto, Japan, to
control Earth’s greenhouse
gases.

Dec. 11, 1998 — Majority
Republicans on the House
Judiciary Committee
pushed through three arti-
cles of impeachment
against President Clinton,
over Democratic objections.

Dec. 11, 2001 — In the
first criminal indictment
stemming from 9/11, feder-
al prosecutors charged
Zacarias Moussaoui, a
French citizen of Moroc-
can descent, with conspir-
ing to murder thousands in
the suicide hijackings.
(Moussaoui pleaded guilty
to conspiracy in 2005 and
was sentenced to life in
prison.)

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — With
many families staying home
for Christmas this year, a
large share of them are opt-
ing to make it special by get-
ting a real tree. 

Some lots have already sold
out. “We sold out on Sunday,”
said Grower’s Best Christ-
mas Trees owner Brian Hub-
bard. “We usually have trees,
the number of trees takes us
through the 15th of Decem-
ber but there was such an
incredible amount of busi-
ness that first weekend of
Thanksgiving.”

Hubbard said many of his
customers this year were
first-timers. He’s not alone in
experiencing such brisk
business. “I’ve talked to a
couple other tree lots, and
everybody’s kind of in the
same shape, they don’t have a
whole lot left,” he said. “It
probably had a lot to do with
the whole COVID thing.”

Wisconsin Christmas Tree
Producers Association

spokesman Greg Hann says
many families want a fresh
tree because they won’t be
traveling this year and will
be home to care for it. He says
the growing season was
strong, so there are enough
trees to go around. 

Hann said some of the
appeal is the tree itself, but
another part is the whole
experience around getting
one, including traveling to
the lot, finding the perfect
specimen for home, and
maybe warming up with
some hot chocolate after-
ward. “They want that feel-
good experience,” he said.
“And also, I think we have
more time.”

The Christmas tree busi-
ness was already making a
comeback, Hann said, but
this year has been a new
threshold for that trend. He
said millennials and their
families have been driving
that. “We’ve seen in the last
three years a substantial
increase of live trees,” he
said. “Agri-entertainment
and agri-tourism have blown
up because of the millenni-

als.”
Wisconsin has nearly 400

Christmas tree farms. That
creates a kind of micro-econ-
omy, Hann said, which can
help those most in need of an
economic boost right now,
like out-of-work employees in
the service industry. 

“I’ve never hired so many
cooks and waitresses in my
life,” Hann said. 

Looking ahead, Hubbard
said this could be the rekin-
dling of an old tradition that
sticks around for a time. 

“This is our 21st season
there and we’re planning on
being back next year,” he
said. “We’re going to have a
few more trees next year.”

Contributing:
The Associated Press
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WAUKESHA — The
School District of Waukesha
stands alone among the
largest districts in Wiscon-
sin for offering face-to-face
instruction at the elemen-
tary level and hybrid
instruction at the secondary
level. 

“Of the top seven school
districts — us being number
seven — most of those
school districts (have) been
full virtual, to date,” said
Superintendent Jim Sebert
at the Wednesday School
Board meeting. “When you
look at both Kenosha and
Racine, they have been in
hybrid models. And in
Kenosha’s case they have
transitioned to full virtual,
where they remain, and
Racine has been back and
forth.” 

Sebert highlighted the
contributions of contact
tracers, maintenance staff,
educators and principals for
making the current level of
in-person instruction possi-
ble. 

“We are the only one who
has been able to do that,” he
said. “And I think it’s note-
worthy and important... we
should be proud of it.” 

School Board member Bill

Baumgart agreed the dis-
trict ought to be proud, say-
ing he hadn’t realized
Waukesha stood alone
among the top seven in the
state. 

“I want to compliment the
administrative team, and
our staff and the communi-
ty as a whole,” said School
Board member Kurt
O’Bryan. “I understand that
we all want more face-to-
face.” 

School Board member
Karin Rajnicek said she’d
also like to see a comparison
of Waukesha to neighboring
districts. “We’re constantly
in competition with those
around us right here,” she
said. 

Waukesha elementary stu-
dents are in five-day in-per-
son learning, unlike the sec-
ondary students on a hybrid
plan. Full virtual options
exist at all levels. 

For secondary students,
the district transitioned
from a hybrid plan with four
in-person days per week to
one with two beginning Nov.
30. That transition,
approved in a 6-3 board vote,
was made in order to reduce
cases within the district and
consequently limit tempo-
rary transitions to virtual
learning for some schools. 

School Board members
Greg Deets, Diane Voit,

Baumgart, Joe Como, Aman-
da Roddy and  O’Bryan voted
to approve the transition
while members Corey Mon-
tiho, Patrick McCaffery and
Rajnicek voted against. 

The move is a reversion
back to the hybrid plan the
district began the school
year with, which includes
student cohorts attending
in-person school on alternat-
ing days and Mondays being
virtual for all students. The
district switched to a hybrid
plan with four in-person
days and Mondays still
being virtual back in Octo-
ber. 

School districts across the
county and Waukesha Coun-
ty government officials have
said point-of-contact data
shows most COVID-19 cases
among school-aged children
are not taking place within
school buildings or school-
related activities, but they
affect the schools all the
same. 

According to the district
dashboard, there are a total
of 61 active cases among stu-
dents and 708 in quarantine.
Among staff, those numbers
are 16 and 55, respectively. 

The Waukesha County
dashboard reports 130 cases,
but that accounts for school-
aged children living within
district boundaries, not all
of whom may be enrolled. 

Among large districts,
Waukesha alone in offering

in-person school 
Superintendent: ‘We are the only one who 

has been able to do that’

Courtesy of city of Waukesha 

Renderings show plans for the Fox Den Apartments at the former Fox Run Shopping Cen-
ter on the corner of St. Paul Avenue and Sunset Drive.

Fox Den Apartments plans to
move on to Common Council

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA – Plans for
developments at the former
Fox Run Shopping Center
at the corner of St. Paul
Avenue and Sunset Drive
now include more details
for an apartment complex.

The final site plan and
architectural review for
the Fox Den Apartments
were approved at a Plan

Commission meeting and
will move on to the Com-
mon Council. 

The Fox Den Apartments
will include 16-unit, 24-
unit and 32-unit buildings.
All units will have a bal-
cony or a patio and access
to the units are through a
common corridor. The
buildings are two stories
with underground parking
and additional surface
parking behind buildings
to the north.

The Fox Run site will
include five developable
mixed-use lots within a tax
incremental financing dis-
trict. 

Developments under
construction at the site are
a Landmark Credit Union,
which proposed a new
3,586-square-foot branch
building, and Ascension
Hospital, which would be
about 33,000 square feet.

If the apartments
receive all of the
approvals, the project is
expected to break ground
in spring 2021 with comple-
tion in early spring of
2022.

Apartments part of former 
Fox Run Shopping Center site

By Cara Spoto 
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

MILWAUKEE — The
United Way of Greater Mil-
waukee & Waukesha Coun-
ty celebrated a successful
conclusion to their 2020
fundraising campaign this
week with a total of $60. 1
million raised.  

That total includes funds
raised through United
Way’s COVID-19 Urgent
Needs Fund, which
responded immediately to
the needs of local nonprof-
its by providing financial
support and critical sup-
plies. 

The totals were
announced Wednesday
evening during a virtual
campaign closing celebra-
tion sponsored by BMO
Harris Bank. 

“What an amazing com-
munity we live in,” said
Amy Lindner, President &
CEO of United Way of
Greater Milwaukee &
Waukesha County, in a

press release. “We are see-
ing first-hand how truly
generous people are. We
are incredibly grateful to
everyone who made a gift
to our 2020 campaign.
We’ve all seen the chal-
lenges people are facing
during the pandemic. We
called our community, and
so many answered that
call. The generosity we wit-
nessed this year was phe-
nomenal.” 

The 2020 community cam-
paign was chaired by Kelly
Grebe, community leader;
Austin Ramirez, Husco; Dr.
John Raymond, Medical
College of Wisconsin; and
Jud Snyder, BMO Harris
Bank. More than 150 com-
munity members com-
prised the campaign cabi-
net, representing sectors
including nonprofit, health
care, financial services, and
education. 

“I would like to thank our
incredibly generous com-
munity,” Grebe said in the
release. “Your philanthropy
continued; you did not dis-

appoint. Even with all the
challenges 2020 brought,
you stepped up to ensure we
had a very successful Unit-
ed Way campaign.” 

Each year, from August
through December, the
United Way holds an annual
fundraising campaign.
Nearly 1,500 companies and
organizations and 50,000
donors contribute to the
campaign, allowing United
Way to invest in local pro-
grams and initiatives.
Funds are also directed
toward strategies to end
family homelessness,
reduce barriers to employ-
ment, bridge the digital
divide, and meet urgent
needs like COVID-19 relief
and cold weather relief. 

Investments are made in
Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Wash-
ington, and Waukesha
counties. Some of the
largest corporate sponsors
this year were T&M Part-
ners, LLC/Fiduciary Man-
agement, Northwestern
Mutual, Johnson Controls
and Husco. 

United Way raises $60 million 
for programs

Some Christmas tree lots already sold out
Tumultuous year helping rekindle old traditions

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Public Library
has planned an internet out-
age for Saturday which will
impact their services.

Due to the planned outage,
the library plans to be open
for holds and photocopying
only. The outage includes
the phone lines, WiFi, cata-
log computers, printers, fax-
ing and self-checks.

Waukesha
library plans

internet outage

The FREEMAN
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Read about it on Saturday’s Success pages.

Make your money work for
you, not the other way around.

Nominations sought
for Freeman Citizen 

of the Year  
The Freeman is proud to
highlight the accomplish-
ments of someone in our
community and name that
person Citizen of the Year. We
make the selection based on
your nominations.
We’re looking for someone
from Waukesha County who
has worked to strengthen the
community and help others in
the last year. Do you know
someone you think should be
the Citizen of the Year? If so,
please nominate that person.
Here’s how:
■ Send a note to The Free-
man with the nominee’s
name, address and phone
number. Please write 300
words or less on why your
nominee should be Citizen of
the Year. Please include your
name and phone number.
■ All nominations are due
Jan. 1.
■ By mail: Send to: The Free-
man, Citizen of the Year, c/o
Bill Yorth, 801 N. Barstow St.
Waukesha, WI 53187.
■ Or email: byorth@con-
leynet.com. Please put Citi-
zen of the Year in the mes-
sage line.
■ Freeman staff members
will examine the nominations
and pick a winner.

in Waukesha County

From The FREEMAN files

On this day

Various police departments 
to conduct sober driving patrols 

WAUKESHA COUNTY — Various police departments
across Waukesha County, including officers from the
Hartland, Oconomowoc, Chenequa, Oconomowoc, Pewau-
kee police departments will conduct sober driving patrols
in the coming weeks to help encourage motorists not to
drink and drive. 

Dubbed “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over,” the campaign
will kick off Dec. 18 and continue through Jan. 1. 

“About every three hours in Wisconsin, someone is
injured or killed in an alcohol-related crash,” Hartland
Police Lt. Brian DeBarge said in a press release. “This
campaign is not about stopping or arresting motorists. It’s
about saving lives and preventing needles tragedies. I
think we can all agree that 2020 has not been a banner
year. We all need all drivers to make smart, responsible
decisions and not make it any worse.” 

River Glen Church hosting light show 
VILLAGE OF WAUKESHA — River Glen Christian

Church is inviting the public to come out and enjoy its
annual holiday light show. 

The drive-thru show will take place between 6 and 8 p.m.
on Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays outside
the church, S31-W30601 Sunset Drive. 

The show will run every half hour and motorists can lis-
ten to the music on their car radios at 91.1 FM while
watching the lights that are timed to the songs.


