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Tim Michelic, the 2018 Okauchee Person of the Year, and
Marijo Weissgerber, the 2020 Okauchee Person of the Year,
stand together.

OKAUCHEE — During the
recent 2020 annual Okauchee
Community Dinner Dance,
Marijo Weissgerber was the
fifth person, and first
woman, to be awarded the
“Hans Weissgerber, Person
of the Year Award”.

“It was a huge surprise to
me,” said Weissgerber. “As
the chairman of the annual
dinner dance I was told we
were skipping the award this
year, considering all that is
going on this year”.

Weissgerber has been
committed to the promotion
and improvement of the
Okauchee Community for
years. She has served on
several committees to help
the community, including
past president, vice presi-
dent, secretary and record-
ing secretary of the
Okauchee Area Business

Association, and various
committees.

This year, the Annual
Okauchee Dinner Dance,
with a “Masquerade Ball”
theme, was  downsized and
held at the Golden Mast
restaurant. The event raises
money to fund flowers, hang-
ing baskets, flags, banners,
seasonal decorations, the
annual Okauchee Christmas
Tree Lighting event, the
Okauchee Lake fireworks,
the Oconomowoc food
pantry, and the Okauchee
American Legion.

Weissgerber has served as
the chair of the annual din-
ner dance fundraiser for the
past 10 years. She was the
inspiration behind the flow-
er baskets and the flower
plantings in Okauchee.
When the pandemic struck,
Weissgerber volunteered her
time to make over 500 masks
for the Milwaukee United
Way. She has continued to co-
chair the Okauchee Fire-
works over the past several
years.

Inspired by a family of vol-
unteers, Weissgerber has
spent a lifetime volunteering
and helping. She has been on
mission trips around the
world, including India and
the Dominican Republic. She
has served on boards for Pro-
Health, Thrivent Financial,
Parent Teacher League
(Divine Redeemer School)
president, and the Arrow-
head High School Broadway
Company parent group pres-
ident, always available to
serve her community.

Former award recipients
have included Hans Weiss-
gerber (2016), Brian
Bergmann (2017), Tim
Michelic (2018), and Richard
Bertrand (2019).

The 2021 Okauchee Com-
munity Dinner Dance will be
celebrated on April 14, if all
goes well.

Marijo Weissgerber
honored as Okauchee

Person of the year

WAUKESHA — The City
of Waukesha Fire Depart-
ment and the Waukesha
Police Department were
notified of a fire at 162 S.
Grand Ave., Apt. #2, on Sat-
urday at about 4:40 p.m –

ultimately displacing one
family.

According to the press
release issued by the fire
department, fire crews on
scene found moderate
smoke coming from the

four-family apartment
which had already been
evacuated. Crews were able
to extinguish the apartment
fire with no injuries.

The affected apartment is
a total loss and the other

three units were able to be
occupied after some minor
smoke removal. Damage is
estimated to be about
$60,000 and the cause
remains under investiga-
tion. 

Fire displaces Grand Avenue family

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 
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TOWN OF DELAFIELD
— It’s been about 10 months
since a Waukesha County
work group took on the task
of finding a palatable land
use plan for the sprawling
Thomas Farm property. 

And now officials are
once again ready to share
that plan with the public. 

At 6:30 p.m. on Monday,
Jan. 4, the town will hold a
virtual open house on the
zoning plan. Members of
the public can take part in
the online event by visiting
the Thomas Farm work
group page at waukesha-
county.gov/thomasfar m
and clicking on a link to
join the Microsoft Teams
gathering. 

The website also includes
information for joining the
meeting by phone, although
phone attendees will not

have the capability to ask
questions. 

For those not interested
in attending the open
house, the website contains
maps and other documents
showing the work group’s
preferred plan for the 150-
acre parcel. 

The online gathering
comes about three months
after the work group first
presented the plans for the
property during a joint
gathering of the town’s
Plan Commission and Vil-
lage Board in early October. 

The current plan, which
calls for mostly residential
uses, appears to be identical
to the one presented in
October, which was appar-
ently well-received by the
dozen or so neighbors who
attended. 

The county formed the
work group back in March
after about 120 residents —
most of whom live adjacent
to the farm — turned out

for a February public hear-
ing to object to a proposed
mixed-use commercial zon-
ing district for the land,
which sits off Golf Road
between Elmhurst and
Glencove roads. 

Comprised of members of
the Thomas family, resi-
dents, developers, and coun-
ty planners, the work group
is now proposing a largely
residential mix of land uses
for the farm with zoning
that would allow office,
senior housing, and condos
or multi-family develop-
ments along the parts of the
property that front Golf
Road. 

More traditional residen-
tial uses are recommended
for areas that abut the sub-
divisions of High Point
Estates, High Ridge East,
and Golf Ridge further to
the north.

It is not clear when the
plan is expected to be sub-
mitted for formal approval.

TOWN OF DELAFIELD

Virtual ‘open house’ on Thomas
Farm plan slated for Jan. 4

By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

MUSKEGO — The new
federal COVID-19 stimulus
package winding its way
through the legislature in
Washington, D.C., is expect-
ed to provide more lifelines
to small businesses impact-
ed by the shutdowns
invoked throughout the pan-
demic.

Federal, state and local
businesses and organiza-
tions continue to distill the
parameters around the new
relief package, which is
expected to reopen the PPP
forgivable loan program
that was tapped dry in the
initial round early this year.

The new round of forgiv-
able PPP loans is expected
to offer less than the first go-
around — a maximum of $2
million, rather than $10 mil-
lion — but the provisions
are being broadened to
encompass a greater pool of
entities, including 501(c)(6)
nonprofits, local media

organizations and housing
cooperatives.

The updated PPP loan pro-
gram is available to small
businesses and nonprofits
that did not receive funds in
the initial offering. Entities
that received loans the first
time around also will be
offered another infusion of
funds through a “second
draw” stipulation.

In the new relief package,
PPP loans could be forgiven
if businesses allocate at
least 60 percent of the loan
proceeds toward payroll and
earmarking the balance
toward other critical
expenses, such as rent, utili-
ties and interest on mort-
gages.  

The Muskego Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is among
the Waukesha County orga-
nizations keeping tabs on
the new relief bill and how
it could assist small busi-
nesses.

Reached by phone Mon-
day, Krisann Durnford,
executive director of the

Muskego chamber, said she
and others within the orga-
nization are in the informa-
tion-gathering phase and
distributing details to mem-
ber businesses as it becomes
available.

“I haven’t really had any
feedback,” Durnford said of
the new PPP loan program,
pointing out the package
was announced on the cusp
of Christmas. “But the first
time around, there were a
good grouping of people
who were absolutely ready
and willing to take advan-
tage of anything that they
could.”

Durnford, who described
herself as “the information
gatherer and distributor,”
said the unique fiscal cir-
cumstances each small busi-
ness faces heading into the
new year likely will play
hand-in-glove into whether
the new PPP loan program
is a feasible option.

“Every small business is
different,” Durnford said.
“What are they looking at,

and what do they need? Is it
a continuous payroll situa-
tion, or are they looking to
try to cover operational
expenses? That’s the impor-
tant thing.”

For the real nitty-gritty
technical details, Durnford
said she advises small busi-
ness owners to consult high-
level experts, such as banks
and the U.S. Small Business
Administration to flesh out
eligibility.

U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce CEO Thomas Dono-
hue went on record in sup-
port of the pandemic relief
legislation last week.

“The chamber applauds a
truly bipartisan compro-
mise that finally puts the
American people and busi-
nesses ahead of partisan
squabbling,” Donohue said
in a statement issued Dec.
22. “We commend the Con-
gressional leadership and
the bipartisan senators and
representatives whose
actions led to this achieve-
ment.”

‘Every small business is different’
New PPP loans could offer assistance to some local businesses, organizations 

WAUKESHA

City garbage
pickup altered

for holiday
season

WAUKESHA — During the
holiday weeks of New Year’s
Day and Christmas Day,
garbage and recycling ser-
vices will be bumped one day
if the holiday falls on a week-
day — with no collection on
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

Regular Friday collections
will take place on Saturday.
Carts or materials must be
set out by 6:30 a.m. on the day
of service. Bags or other ran-
dom small items should not
be put on the ground. For
bulky trash items visit the
city’s website for details on
how to dispose of the item. 

The Waukesha Department
of Public Works will pick up
holiday trees set out on the
curb in the month of January
according to the pickup sched-
ule — plowing and other pro-
jects may take priority.

Pickup of holiday trees is
for real trees only — no
wreaths or artificial trees
will be picked up. Trees must
also be free of lighting, deco-
rations, tree stands and must
not be in bags, twine or net-
ting. Residents can also bring
trees to the Drop-Off Center,
750 Sentry Drive, from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturdays, free of
charge in the month of Jan-
uary.

By Jill Fuller

Outside my window, the
snow is coming down. The
garden sits empty and
bare in my backyard.
While working from home
since March, I have
watched the scene outside
this window glide from
spring to summer to fall.
Now here we are at the
end of the year, the world
covered in white. 

As 2020 draws to a close,
most of us are reflecting
on the year we’ve had —
what has changed, what
we’ve learned, and what
we’re hoping for in 2021. I
reached out to some of the
librarians at the libraries
in Waukesha County to
hear their own reflections
on the year and the effect
it had on our community
libraries. 

“When the world shut
down, Bridges Library
System’s member
libraries did not say ‘See
you when it’s safe again,’”
said Stephanie Ramirez,
director of the Delafield
Public Library, in answer
to my email. “They
answered the call with
‘How can we meet our
patrons’ needs now, right
here, in this moment.’” 

Although the libraries
were closed this spring,
they reopened with safety
measures, new services
such as curbside pick-up,
and plans to meet pandem-
ic-related needs in their
communities, such as
increasing WiFi access to
outdoor spaces, offering
online programs and book
bundles, and funding
HelpNow, an online home-
work and tutoring tool. 

As Bridges Library Sys-
tem director Karol
Kennedy reflected, “One
thing that has been clearly
demonstrated throughout

this past
year is the
ability of
libraries to
transform.
Again and
again,
libraries
identify
needs in

their communities and
find ways to respond to
those needs.” 

Although libraries have
had to adapt, library ser-
vices “have emerged as
one of the things that pro-
vide some semblance of
normalcy in these turbu-
lent times,” said Edell
Schaefer, director of the
Brookfield Public Library. 

The gratitude and sup-
port from residents prove
the truth of that state-
ment. 

“When the Elm Grove
Public Library reopened,
the (socially distanced)
flood of familiar and
unexpected faces express-
ing just how much they
missed us and their
library was deeply felt,”
said Noah, a librarian
there. “I think the three-
month closure made a lot
of folks realize what a
valuable community
resource the public
library is, and it was won-
derful to feel their sup-
port.” 

The Big Bend Public
Library started an out-
door picnic-in-the-park
program for preschoolers
and their parents this
summer. Karla Lang,
director of the library,
recalled that “One mother
had tears in her eyes when
she told me how much it
meant to have somewhere
to go with her kids.” 

Patrons at the Alice
Baker Library in Eagle
appreciated their virtual
tour of the Pabst Mansion,

while the Delafield Public
Library created Teen Self-
Care Kits that were so
popular, they had to make
more after only one day.
One teen told a library
staff member how hard
her year had been and
how much she appreciated
the gesture from the
library.

There have been chal-
lenges as well. Engaging
with patrons in a virtual
space, enforcing safety
measures, and the uncer-
tainty of the days ahead
have been stressful for
library staffs. Yet multiple
library directors praised
their staff for their inno-
vation, creativity, and ded-
ication during this diffi-
cult time. The effects of
the pandemic have proven
that libraries are not irrel-
evant or obsolete, but
essential to a thriving
community. 

As Noah at the Elm
Grove Public Library stat-
ed, “In the face of closures
and restricted services,
I’ve realized fully that
libraries are a lifeline for
many. Some cannot go
without a new book to
read or film to watch.
Some desperately need the
computers, internet, WiFi,
and technology services
the library offers. Others
deeply miss the social
aspects and innate need to
spend time in the library
space.” 

Whether in-person or
online, your library is
here for you. In the new
year, as in years past, this
will continue to be true,
no matter what we face.

(Jill Fuller is the market-
ing and communications
librarian or the Bridges
Library System. She can be
reached at jfuller@bridges-
librarysystem.org.)

Lottery
Saturday, Dec. 26  

WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                      0-9-4
Daily Pick 4                    8-7-2-5
Megabucks    17-19-20-29-36-45
SuperCash          3-6-8-10-23-30
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Powerball           10-24-27-35-53  
Powerball                              18
Power Play                              2
Badger 5              2-13-14-22-29 

Sunday, Dec. 27 
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                       1-4-0  
Daily Pick 4                    8-5-5-8  
SuperCash           2-3-4-8-10-11
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5               2-6-15-20-30  

Monday, Dec. 28
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                       2-8-6
Daily Pick 4                    5-7-4-9 
SuperCash        4-7-14-21-33-39 
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                   6-8-16-25-28 

Librarians reflect on 2020
Facilities and staff stepped up to help the community

Fuller


