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MADISON (AP) — Two
pharmacy chains have
launched a massive effort
Monday to inject tens of thou-
sands of Wisconsin nursing
home residents and workers
with a COVID-19 vaccine,
offering a sliver of hope to a
population devastated by the
runaway disease. 

CVS Health and Walgreens
teams started visiting homes
and inoculating residents and
staff with the Moderna vac-
cine Monday morning, said
Rick Abrams, president and
CEO of the Wisconsin Health
Care Association/ Wisconsin
Center for Assisted Living. The
nonprofit organization advo-
cates for the state’s long-term
care industry and residents.
The effort is part of the chains’
plan to vaccinate residents and
workers at long-term care facil-
ities across all 50 states. 

COVID-19 has proven espe-
cially deadly in the assisted
living sector. According to the
state Department of Health
Services, 27% of the 4,711 peo-
ple who have died from the dis-
ease in Wisconsin were long-
term care residents.  

Gov. Tony Evers’ adminis-
tration announced Monday
that the DHS has allocated
56,800 vaccine doses to the
pharmacy chains for long-
term care facility inocula-
tions. 

But the campaign won’t be
quick. Wisconsin is home to
about 60,000 long-term care
residents, Abrams said. Not
only will they be vaccinated,
the chains also hope to inocu-
late anyone who comes into
regular contact with them.

That means an undetermined
number of nurses, custodians,
chefs and other facility
employees will be lining up as
well, Abrams said. Each per-
son requires two doses. 

Walgreens officials have said
about 3 million workers serve
long-term care residents
across the country. Abrams
did not have an estimate of
how many staffers are
employed in Wisconsin. 

CVS Health officials said
they’ve partnered with about
1,800 facilities to deliver vac-
cines on-site. Walgreens offi-
cials said they didn’t have any
specifics on their Wisconsin
vaccination efforts, but
Abrams said it could be three
months before inoculations
are complete. Evers’ adminis-
tration said the program could
take about two months. 

As of Sunday, 39,501 vaccine
doses had been administered
across the state, including
35,595 doses of the Pfizer vac-
cine, 3,905 doses of Moderna
and one unspecified dose,
according to the DHS. The fed-
eral government has allocated
129,675 Pfizer doses and 135,900
Moderna doses to Wisconsin.
State officials have prioritized
health care workers and long-
term care residents as the first
recipients. 

Meanwhile, the department
reported 1,335 newly con-
firmed cases of COVID-19
statewide Monday, bringing
the total number of infections
since March to 472,153.  

The disease was a factor in
19 more deaths, pushing the
state’s death toll to 4,711. The
survival rate still stands at
99%. 
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BROOKFIELD — For many
people it’s been a dream since
childhood to hear your name
called and told “You’re the next
contestant on the ‘Price is
Right.’” 

While the odds of that hap-
pening are still not in your
favor, Game Show Battle Rooms
is offering people the opportu-
nity to compete in their version
of that famous daytime game
show, as well as others such as

the Brookfield business’s ver-
sions of “Family Feud” and
“Wheel of Fortune.”

DJ Castine, manager of
Game Show Battle Rooms in
Brookfield, said the location at
12565 W. Feerick St. near Capi-
tol Drive and 124th Street
draws guests from the greater
Milwaukee area, as well as
Madison and Chicagoland.
There are two other locations
in Minneapolis and Kansas
City. 

The Brookfield location was
the second one and it opened in
November 2019, after the one in

Minneapolis.
“They can expect to have fun

and an experience they can
have nowhere else in Wiscon-
sin,” Castine said. 

While contestants don’t play
for cash prizes or cars like they
do on the real game shows, they
compete for bragging rights
and a trophy, Castine said.

“We play for the love of the
game and the love of the game
show,” he said. 

Game Show Battle Rooms is
open weekdays for team build-
ing events and on weekends for
groups of people who want to

have some fun. Tickets cost
$29.95 and cover an hour’s
worth of game time. 

Virtual game experiences are
also offered, as well as some
more active, time-rush games,
Castine said.

“It’s a unique product that
you have to experience for
yourself,” he said.

For a time Game Show Battle
Rooms had to close during the
pandemic, but it’s been open
for a few months again. For
those visiting the business,
staff wear masks and social
distancing is used.

Become the next contestant at Game Show Battle Rooms 
Brookfield business offers game show experiences for friends, co-workers

Submitted photo

Game Show Battle Rooms, 12565 W. Feerick St.,
Brookfield, offers contestants the opportunity to
play games similar to the ones they watch on TV.

BROOKFIELD — After
reopening for a few months
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, WhirlyBall at
Brookfield Square mall has
temporarily closed again,
along with all other
WhirlyBall locations. 

According to the compa-
ny’s website, “We are press-
ing pause! Following the
guidance of local govern-
ment and health officials,
we have temporarily
closed our locations so we
can prioritize the health
and safety of our team,
guests and community. We
will continue to monitor
the situation and reopen
when we feel we safely
can. In the meantime, we
wish you and your loved
ones health and wellness.”

WhirlyBall, which com-
bines lacrosse rackets,
basketball hoops and go-
karts, opened in Brook-
field in October 2019. 

WhirlyBall, is part of the
two-story, 45,000-square-
foot entertainment destina-
tion that includes The
Pivot Room restaurant,
laser tag and bowling.

The complex reopened in
mid-June following the
Wisconsin Safer-at-Home
order. 

By the 
numbers

Waukesha County
COVID-19 cases

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 1,682
■ Deceased: 331
■ Cumulative case
total: 33,622
■ Daily case count:
285

■ County weekly 
unemployment
claims: 5,100 

■ Seven-day aver-
age percentage pos-
itive test results:
20%
■ Percentage cases
requiring hospitaliza-
tion: 4%
■ Cases per
100,000 population:
81,415.8
■ State average
cases per 100,000
population: 8,167.3
■ Case fatality per-
centage: 1%
■ State average
fatality percentage:
1%

Municipal active
cases
■ Waukesha: 282
■ Menomonee Falls:
109
■ New Berlin: 188
■ Brookfield: 168

■ Most affected
age group: 50-59
years

Source: Waukesha County
COVID Case Dashboard,
Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

Roggensack:
Threats are

not acceptable 
political 
speech 

By Benjamin Yount 
The Center Square 

MADISON — The chief justice of
the Wisconsin Supreme Court is draw-
ing a hard line between political criti-
cism and thuggery. 

Chief Justice Patience Roggensack
issued a rare Christmas Day state-
ment in which she decried the threats
some of the state’s justices have
recently received. 

“I am concerned about recent com-
ments aimed at members of the Wis-

consin Supreme
Court. I acknowledge
that all members of
the public have the
constitutional right to
speak in criticism of
public servants,
which certainly
includes all justices on
the Wisconsin

Supreme Court,” Roggensack wrote.
“However, no justice should be threat-
ened or intimidated based on his or
her religious beliefs.  Wisconsin has a
long history of protecting the right to
freely worship, as well as the right to
freely speak.”

While she does not specifically men-
tion them, the statement is clearly a
reference to Justice Brian Hagedorn,
who wrote two recent opinions that
refused to overturn Wisconsin’s
November election results, as well as
Justice Jill Karofsky. Both justices are
Jewish.

Hagedorn was elected to the high
court as a conservative, but has regu-
larly sided with the court’s liberal jus-
tices. 

Hagedorn told the Milwaukee Jour-
nal Sentinel earlier this month he’s
received dozens of angry calls, emails,
and other messages. The paper report-
ed last week that Karofsky and Justice
Rebecca Dallet have seen anti-Semitic
insults in recent weeks. 

“Threats of actual or proposed vio-
lence have no place in public dis-
course in a democratic society,”
Roggensack added. 

She ended her statement with a
hope for some civility for the new year. 

“As we are about to begin a new
year, let us all refocus on coming
together where possible and treating
those with whom we disagree with the
respect that each of us would like to
receive,” she wrote.   

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
announces the celebration of
the 125th anniversary of its
incorporation as a city with
monthly events throughout
the year 2021 – kicking off
with the Waukesha JanBoree.

The city was officially
incorporated on Feb. 4, 1896
and will be recognizing the
anniversary with the theme
“Looking Back – Reaching
Forward.”

“The City’s 125th anniver-
sary celebration is exciting
for all of us and will be full of
opportunities for fun, for
learning and for celebrating,”
said Mayor Shawn Reilly. “I
look forward to learning
more about our history, cele-
brating how far we’ve come
and considering all the possi-
bilities of our future.”

Events
The 125th Anniversary cele-

bration will include recogni-
tion of the city at the follow-
ing events in 2021: 

■ Jan. 16: The unveiling of
the 125th Anniversary Beer
and Beer Release at the
Waukesha JanBoree. 

■ Feb. 4: The Virtual City
Hall Opening Ceremony will
feature videos and a virtual
tour of the new City Hall.

■ March 2021: The History
of Waukesha in 100 Objects
Exhibit at the Waukesha
County Historical Society &
Museum will feature objects
of Waukesha’s history from
1896 to the present. 

■ April 2021: The Waukesha
Public Library will celebrate
the 125th anniversary with
special events. 

■ April 24: The Earth Day
Parks Clean Up will encour-
age the public to spend 125
minutes making Waukesha
better.

■ May 15-16: The Preserva-
tion Days hosted by the
Waukesha Preservation

Alliance will include walking
tours and open houses of his-
toric homes and buildings. 

■ May 18: The Pizza, Polka,
Art in the Park event will be a
party in the park with the city
and the Waukesha School
District.

■ June 12: The Buchnerfest
celebration will feature fami-
ly-friendly activities at Buch-
ner Park, also celebrating the
history of Buchner Park and
the official grand re-opening
of the park’s pool. 

■ July 4: The annual Inde-
pendence Day Parade and
Fireworks event will be
held.

■ Aug. 10: The Tribute
Tuesday Concert Anniver-
sary Celebration will include
music and an anniversary
cake.

■ Date to Be Determined:
Waukesha Night Out will
teach the public about the
Waukesha Police and Fire
Departments and their
efforts to keep the city safe.

■ Sept. 24 and 25: Waukesha
Oktoberfest at Frame Park
will include a 125th anniver-
sary booth to share memories
for inclusion in the time cap-
sule.

■ Oct. 2: Art Crawl in down-
town Waukesha will include
works of art by local artists
for the Plein Air Competition. 

■ Oct. 9 and 10: Waukesha
Unlocked will be an event
where doors will be open to
many city buildings, busi-
nesses and restaurants for
tours and activities. 

■ Nov. 12: The 125th
Anniversary Gala at the His-
toric Courthouse, 1893, will
be held.

■ Nov. 21: The Waukesha
Christmas Parade will
include anniversary events. 

■ Dec. 7: The final Year-End
Celebration will seal the time
capsule at the Common Coun-
cil meeting.
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Grace Profitt paints the beginning of the hand-cut ornaments in red.

Christmas
crafts

WAUKESHA — ACAP
(Adaptive Community
Approach Program) Inc.
Waukesha hosted orna-
ment craft-making this
Christmas, with only a lim-
ited number of ornaments
still available due to wide
popularity this season.

ACAP builds pathways
for people who have dis-
abilities to express their
passions and demonstrate
their abilities in the com-
munity around them.

The ornaments included
a process of wood working
and painting.

Sari Lubotsky drills holes in the ornaments
before they move on to the painting crew.

What do 
you think?
Phone: 513-2641
Email: soundoff@
conleynet.com
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