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WAUKESHA — A Col-
orado man was sentenced to
serve three years in prison on
Thursday for trying to get a
Dousman teenager to engage
in online prostitution when
she was 16 years old.

Stephen Hall, 29, of Kit-
tredge, Colo, was charged last
March with four counts of
child enticement, sexual
exploitation of a child, and
attempted trafficking of a
child. He pleaded guilty in
October to the trafficking
charge in a plea agreement
that dismissed all the other
counts.

On Thursday, Waukesha
County Circuit Court Judge
Laura Lau sentenced Hall to
three years in prison and five
more on extended supervi-
sion, giving him credit for 296
days he’s spent in jail while
the case is pending. He was
ordered to register as a sex
offender for 15 years, main-
tain absolute sobriety, and
have no contact with the vic-
tim in the case, her family, or
any minors without his pro-
bation agent’s OK.

A call left with defense
attorney Robert Penegor was
not returned Thursday.

A criminal complaint said
a Dousman woman, then 18,
reported to authorities in
April 2019 that she met Hall
on a social messaging app,
and then in person several
times in this area and an
Oshkosh hotel for sex in late
2017, when she was 16 years
old. Hall and the girl
exchanged explicit photos of
themselves as well, the com-
plaint said.

A few months later, the girl
reported Hall tried to con-
vince her to “sell herself
online,” the complaint said,
and instructed her to use an
app to meet men. According
to records subpoenaed from

online providers, on Feb. 13,
2018, Hall told the girl,
“Maybe you should have sex
for money and char(g)e like
$300 ... no less than $250 an
hour ... always get the money
up front,” the complaint said.  

On Feb. 17, 2018, Hall “tried
to console the girl about this
sex trafficking idea but the
girl responded by saying,
“(a)sking your 17 year old
girlfriend to (have sex with)
other guys ... really isn’t OK.”

The girl’s online profile
resulted in at least four men
expressing interest —
including one in New York —
but she never met any of
them for sex. But, the woman
reported she met one man on
the app who gave her a ride to
Hall’s home, then in Chicago,
where Hall gave her cocaine,
marijuana and alcohol before
demanding she have sex with
him, the complaint said. The
girl said she “felt sick” after
taking the drugs and wasn’t
really interested in having
sex with him but she felt pres-
sured into it, although she
said all their sexual contacts
were consensual, the com-
plaint said.

When interviewed by
Chicago police, Hall denied
knowing the girl. But the girl
and social media companies
provided investigators with
more than 2,600 pages of
records documenting their
contacts, the complaint said.
On Oct. 12, 2018, “(t)here are
numerous communications
between the two of them that
clearly show that he was
attempting to get her to have
sex for money on his behalf,”
the complaint said. “He pro-
vides numerous instructions
on what she needed to do and
how she had to do it. The
instructions included how
much to charge, how to adver-
tise, what type of sexual
activity to engage in and how
to get the money to an
account that he would set up
to mention a few.”
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A picture of a BBQ combo at Smoke on the Water featuring brisket, ribs, maple
bacon glazed baby bakers, Parisian bourbon glazed carrot pearls.
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OKAUCHEE — A new
BBQ restaurant is bringing
delicious new food and old
favorites to downtown
Okauchee. 

Smoke on the Water is
offering a mix of BBQ food
while also maintaining
some of the customer
favorites from the former
Bayside on Okauchee. 

Owners Ellen and Joe
Hennes own and operate
Sloppy Joe’s in Hubertus
and said after spending
more and more time in

Okauchee the last few
years, they found it fitting
to open a business in the
blossoming downtown. 

“We have a saying at our
current location at Sloppy
Joe’s, where strangers
become friends and friends
become family,” Joe said.
“We started spending a
bunch of time on
Okauchee the last few
years and renting a home
on Okauchee a few years
ago. We developed a lot of
friendships out here and
just as the motto goes, they
were strangers and now
they’re friends and have
even become family.”

Joe said he has made
friends with a lot of the
businesses in Okauchee
and is ready to begin work-
ing with them. 

“People in Downtown
Okauchee have already
been amazing,” Joe said.
“So many of them came to
our soft opening in Decem-
ber. We’re planting seeds in
the community that will
only continue to grow.”

Joe said as part of those
relationships, he already
has a partnership with the
Bakermeister, where it will
be using its buns for sand-
wiches and its pretzels on
the menu. 

“We’ve developed friend-
ships and we truly cherish
that,” Joe said. 

Joe said 65 to 70% of the
menu at Smoke on the
Water will be the same from
the Sloppy Joe’s location
including BBQ brisket plat-
ters and smoked ribs. 

Joe said the grand open-
ing is tied to when the lower
level of the business can be
finished. The banquet hall
will be used for weddings,
events and live music and
once completed, Joe and
Ellen will host their grand
opening. He said he esti-
mates the grand opening
will be sometime in April. 

Smoke on the Water
New BBQ restaurant opens in Okauchee
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Smoke on the Water owners Ellen and
Joe Hennes.

MADISON — The Wis-
consin National Guard
administered their one mil-
lionth COVID-19 test this
week, a milestone in the
state’s effort to offer regu-
lar, widespread testing
statewide.

“This milestone further
exemplifies the absolutely
vital role the Wisconsin
National Guard has played
in our state’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic,”
said Gov. Tony Evers in a
statement. “This has been
the longest activation of
the Guard in state history
and yet day in and day out
the Guard answers the call
to help their neighbors and
communities. Whether
through testing, working at
the polls on election day,
helping local governments,
or assisting in our vaccine
distribution program, we
greatly appreciate their ser-
vice and dedication to our
state.”

Citizen soldiers and air-
men from the Wisconsin
National Guard began
establishing mobile COVID-
19 testing sites in April 2020
at senior living facilities,
correctional facilities,
health clinics, and busi-
nesses upon requests from
local health officials. In
May the Wisconsin Guard
began working with local
communities to establish

regular and long-term com-
munity-based testing sites.

Testing at Wisconsin
National Guard-supported
sites represent only a por-
tion of the testing available
statewide. Over the course
of the fall, testing at large-
scale enduring testing sites
in Milwaukee and Madison
transitioned to civilian-run
operations as the Guard’s
efforts shifted to a regional-
based testing model that
offered more net testing on
a regular basis to a larger
number of communities in
every region of the state.

“The detailed coordina-
tion between Wisconsin
Department of Health Ser-
vices, Wisconsin Emergen-
cy Management, and Wis-
consin National Guard
built the foundation for an
effective testing program,”
said Maj. Russell Simonis,
the lead Wisconsin Army
National Guardsman
responsible for coordinat-
ing the Guard’s testing
efforts. “This interagency
effort has enabled counties
and tribal nations across
the state to meet their test-
ing needs and help slow the
spread of COVID-19. How-
ever, the soldiers and air-
men who have worked on
the front lines of this chal-
lenging operation have
been the true game chang-
ers.”

Wisconsin National Guard administers
over 1 million COVID tests

WAUKESHA — A 21-year-
old Waukesha man was taken
into custody after leading the
Waukesha Police Department
on a short pursuit through
the city — ultimately aban-
doning his car in the 600
block of Maple Avenue
around 10:40 a.m. Thursday.

Police Capt. Dan Baumann
told The Freeman an officer
attempted to stop the vehicle
in the area of Broadway and
East Avenue.

The driver then attempted
to flee officers and a small
pursuit ensued. The man
then left the vehicle in the 600

block of Maple Avenue and
started to flee on foot. 

Officers ultimately arrest-
ed the man for pending
charges related to
fleeing/eluding/obstructing
police. 

Baumann said there was no
accident reported between
the police department vehicle
and the suspect vehicle. Infor-
mation to the police initially
indicated the incident may
have been related to one in
another municipality; howev-
er, that was found not to be
the case upon further investi-
gation.

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

A man abandoned his car in the 600 block of Maple Avenue
and attempted to flee on foot before being taken into custody
Thursday morning.

Man arrested after
Waukesha pursuit

MADISON — District
38 State Rep. Barbara Dit-
trich, R-Oconomowoc,
released a statement
Thursday condemning
the violence Wednesday
in Washington D.C.

Dittrich said having
released statements con-
demning violence and
protests in 2020, she
understands every citi-
zen’s voice needs to be
heard, but people “must
not stand for destruction
and violence in any
form.”

“January 6, 2021 was a

dark day in America,” she
said. “What happened in
our nation’s capital was
outrageous and absolute-
ly indefensible.”

Dittrich said it would be
hypocritical of herself to
condemn the protests
over the summer in Madi-
son — the State Capitol
had windows smashed
and boarded — and not
decry what happened in
D.C. 

“In order to move for-
ward and govern in this
era of deep, national frac-
ture, civility and decency

must be evi-
dent in the
actions of
both our government and
its citizens,” Dittrich said
in the release.  

Dittrich said America
has a long way to go to
unify and heal.

“Political violence
serves only to validate
and empower our nation’s
enemies,” she said. “We
are better than this, my
fellow citizens. Let’s
demonstrate this fact in
the way we treat one
another.”

Library
MLK Day
event to
focus on

racial health
disparities 

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Public Library
will mark Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day with a look at
“Health Disparities and
Race in the Time of
COVID-19.”

The presentation will be
given by Dr. Damon
Tweedy at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, Jan. 18 on the
library’s YouTube channel. 

Tweedy will discuss the
topics of race and
medicine as they intersect
at the center of our nation-
al discussion during this
historic pandemic. Author
of the New York Times
bestseller “Black Man in a
White Coat: A Doctor’s
Reflections on Race and
Medicine,” Tweedy is a
graduate of Duke Universi-
ty School of Medicine and
Yale Law School. He is cur-
rently an associate profes-
sor of psychiatry at Duke
University School of
Medicine and a staff psy-
chiatrist at the Durham
Veteran Affairs Health
Care System.

For more information,
visit waukeshapublicli-
brary.org or call 262-524-
3682. The program can be
accessed live on
www.youtube.com/wauke-
shalibrary. No recording
will be available afterward.

By the numbers

Waukesha County
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 2,280
■ Deceased: 374
■ Cumulative case total:
35,846
■ Daily confirmed case
count: 468

Emergency department 
visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 4
■ Flu symptoms: 1

■ County weekly 
unemployment claims:
5,100

■ Seven-day average per-
centage positive test results:
30.2%
■ Percentage cases requiring
hospitalization: 4%
■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 8,975.0
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 8,623.7
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.0%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.0%

Municipal active cases 
■ Waukesha: 314
■ New Berlin: 249
■ Menomonee Falls: 210
■ Brookfield: 210

■ Most affected age group:
50-59 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 5,079
■ Positive tests: 498,538
■ Negative tests: 2,383,410

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Health Services 

Waukesha County
schools and COVID-19

Active cases by district
■ Waukesha: 64
■ Elmbrook: 59
■ Arrowhead Union: 45
■ New Berlin: 39
■ Kettle Moraine: 38
■ Mukwonago: 35
■ Hamilton: 24
■ Menomonee Falls: 20
■ Pewaukee: 18
■ Muskego-Norway: 14
■ Oconomowoc: 13
■ Palmyra-Eagle: 5
■ West Allis-West Milwaukee:
1
■ Norris: 0
■ East Troy: 0
■ Waterford Union: 0 

This accounts for school-aged
children living within district
boundaries, not all of whom
may actually be enrolled.

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard

Dittrich releases statement 
condemning Capitol mob
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Kish
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Peter Kish was transferred to
the ICU within a few days and
was put on a ECMO machine for
external life support. That
device removes a patient’s blood,
oxygenates it and pumps it back
in. Within a week or two, he was
put on a ventilator. 

“With all of that comes the
COVID delirium that they say
you experience,” Michele Kish
said, recalling phone calls she’d
had with him when he seemed
quite confused. 

Major abdominal surgery
came next. 

“They just had to cut him open
and try to stop all the bleeding
inside,” Michele Kish said.
“They had to keep opening him
up to try and stop it.” 

During one of those proce-
dures, Peter had a hemorrhage
in his femoral nerve but sur-
geons couldn’t know because he
was unconscious. Now he is
unable to feel his leg and only
has some range of motion, but

doctors say he will be able to
walk again after significant ther-
apy. 

Peter Kish was also septic at
two points during his stay and
nearly died. 

“There were constant calls in
the middle of the night,” Michele
Kish said. “His transplant team
said he is a miracle. They could-
n’t believe that he survived. And
the surprising thing is that his
transplant is still working.” 

After nearly three months in
the hospital, Peter was trans-
ferred to a rehabilitation center.
He can’t come home because
there’s too many steps at his
house. Michele installed a ramp
at his parents’ house where he
stays for now and gets visits
from nurse and a therapist. At
some point they will clear Peter
for outpatient therapy. 

“It was absolutely terrible,”
Michele Kish recalled. “At least
the first month I know I wasn’t
eating or sleeping... I was just
waiting for the phone to ring
constantly.” She said Peter does
not remember anything of the
struggle, and she was unable to

visit him for the first 30 days due
to coronavirus precautions. She
spent their 26th anniversary vis-
iting him while he was on a ven-
tilator and sedated. 

“It was hard,” she said. “And
when he would start to wake up
he was so delirious.” 

Peter, who is 50 years old, is
expected not to be able to work
going forward. He formerly oper-
ated Automative Cooling Special-
ists, an automotive shop in
Waukesha, with his father.
Michele and Peter have a 20-year-
old son in college, Ryan. 

Some family friends have
formed a benefit fund to help the
Kishs with significant medical
expenses as well as home modifi-
cations that will need to be made
to accommodate Peter’s return
to the family residence. Signe
Redner, one of those friends, said
prospective donors can make a
check payable to the “Peter Kish
Benefit Fund” at any Waukesha
State Bank location or mail to
Waukesha State Bank, PO Box
648, Waukesha, WI 53187-0648. 

“He will require a lot of thera-
py,” Michele Kish said. 

Tiffany, Fitzgerald
object to certifying

Biden win
MADISON (AP) — Two Wisconsin Republi-

cans objected to certifying Joe Biden’s victories
in two states before his win was confirmed in a
meeting of Congress interrupted by the storm-
ing of the Capitol by a violent mob loyal to
President Donald Trump. 

Reps. Tom Tiffany and Scott Fitzgerald, the
state’s two newest members of Congress,
objected to certifying votes in Arizona and
Pennsylvania. Those were the only two states
where votes on objection were taken. 

U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson initially signed on to
an objection to Arizona’s votes before the riot
Wednesday afternoon, but ultimately voted
against it and one in Pennsylvania that
occurred early Thursday. 

‘‘We needed to have the debate, but we also
need to respect the rule of law and our consti-
tutional constraints,’’ Johnson said.

Joining Johnson in voting against the objec-
tions were Republican Reps. Glenn Grothman,
Mike Gallagher and Bryan Steil along with
Democrats Ron Kind, Gwen Moore, Mark
Pocan and U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin. 


