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Vaccine
From Page 1A

According to data from
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, only
0.8% of the state’s overall
population had gotten a
shot as of Tuesday. Forty-
four other states are ahead
of Wisconsin’s pace. 

The health department’s
deputy secretary, Julie
Willems Van Dijk, stressed
during a conference call
with reporters that the state
had inoculated 362,505 peo-
ple as of Tuesday, with
nearly 70,000 getting their
second dose. But she
acknowledged things are
moving too slowly. Just as
Evers’ administration has
been doing since vaccina-
tion efforts began in late
December, she again
blamed the federal govern-
ment for not allocating
enough doses for Wiscon-
sin.  

She said the state is still
receiving only about 70,000
doses per week and needs
more than three times that
amount every week to
achieve the department’s
goal of inoculating 80% of
the population by June.  

She noted that tens of
thousands of doses allocat-
ed to the state are in the
hands of pharmacy chains
CVS and Walgreens as part
of an effort to inoculate
staff and residents at nurs-
ing homes and assisted-liv-
ing facilities and the state
may consider taking back
excess doses from the chain
and redistributing them. 

The Evers administration
had hoped that President
Joe Biden might free up
more vaccine, but Van Dijk
said the state hasn’t
received any indication
from the president’s admin-
istration that more vaccine
could be on the way.  

‘‘Everywhere in the state,
demand is higher than sup-
ply,” Willems Van Dijk said.
‘‘Our vaccinators last week
requested over double what
we could give them. We have
vaccinator capacity out
there. We just need more
(doses).” 

With the vaccine still
scarce, complaints from
groups still waiting to be
declared eligible grew loud-
er on Tuesday.  

Wisconsin Manufacturers
and Commerce, the state’s
largest business group,
ripped the state health
department for putting pris-
oners ahead of factory
workers. The group called
the decision ‘‘dishearten-
ing’’ when manufacturers
have been key to the state’s
COVID-19 response by pro-
ducing personal protective
equipment and medical sup-
plies.  

Van Dijk told reporters it
makes sense to inoculate
prisoners because they can
infect guards and staff who
in turn can infect outside
communities. 

Meanwhile, the number
of new daily infections in
the state continued a slow
decline that began in early
January. The health depart-
ment reported 1,301 new
infections Tuesday, the low-
est daily total since Septem-
ber. The state has now seen
535,218 cases since the pan-
demic began. But 54 more
people died, bringing the
death toll to 5,753. 

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha County Commu-
nity Dental Clinic, a nonprof-
it dental provider for low-
income families, announced
its official rebrand as Com-
munity Smiles Dental on
Tuesday.

Since opening in 2008, the
Waukesha County Commu-
nity Dental Clinic has been a
vital resource for low-
income families who are
state-insured or uninsured
and consistently struggle
with access to quality and
affordable dental care.

In 2018, the organization
doubled its footprint with the
addition of a second clinic in
Menomonee Falls, with help
from Froedtert & the Medi-
cal College of Wisconsin
health network. 

Services now extend to
Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Wash-
ington and Waukesha coun-

ties.
“We have experienced con-

sistent patient demand since
opening our doors and have
remained strategically
focused on addressing the
gap in dental care access in
our area,” said Renee
Ramirez, chief executive
officer. “Community is the
core of who we are — we
were built by community
members, grown by com-
munity support, and look
ahead with an unwavering
commitment to serve those
in our community with the
greatest need.”

Hanneke Deeken, board
chair and founding board
member, said it’s been an
honor to serve nearly 17,000
patients over the last 12
years.

“As we continue to grow
our reach and impact, we
look towards our future

with ongoing determina-
tion to improve oral
health,” she said. “Our
updated name and brand
celebrates our growing geo-
graphic reach and commu-
nity impact.”

For more information,
visit http://communitys-
miles.org.
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By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 631
■ Deceased: 434
■ Cumulative case total:
38,675
■ Daily confirmed case count:
79

Emergency department 
visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 3
■ Flu symptoms: 1

■ County weekly 
unemployment claims: 5,500

■ Seven-day average percent-
age positive test results:
13.5%
■ Percentage cases requiring
hospitalization: 4%
■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 9,684.9
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 9,258.1
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.1%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.1%

Municipal active cases 
■ Waukesha: 91
■ Brookfield: 82
■ New Berlin: 66
■ Menomonee Falls: 51

Most affected age group:
■ 50-59 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 5,753
■ Positive tests: 535,218
■ Negative tests: 2,481,795

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

Waukesha County 
schools and COVID-19

Active cases by district

■ Elmbrook: 23
■ Waukesha: 20
■ Arrowhead Union: 20
■ Muskego-Norway: 6
■ New Berlin: 6
■ Menomonee Falls: 8
■ Pewaukee: 6
■ Mukwonago: 8
■ Oconomowoc: 5
■ Kettle Moraine: 4
■ Hamilton: 8
■ West Allis-West Milwaukee: 4
■ Palmyra-Eagle: 1
■ Norris: 0
■ East Troy: 0
■ Waterford Union: 0 

This accounts for school-aged
children living within district
boundaries, not all of whom
may actually be enrolled.

Source: Waukesha County COVID 
Case Dashboard

WASHINGTON —  U.S.
House Rep. Scott Fitzgerald,
R-Wisc., has been selected
to serve on the House Edu-
cation and Labor Commit-
tee. 

The Education and Labor
Committee has jurisdiction
over legislative matters

that empower students,
workers, job creators, and
families. 

“Wisconsin has long been
a pioneer in the movement
to expand educational
access,” Fitzgerald said, in
a statement. “The first
school choice program was

born in Milwaukee, and
Wisconsin families contin-
ue to enjoy freedom in
choosing the right type of
education for their chil-
dren. Just as important is
the opportunity afforded to
Wisconsinites as they tran-
sition from the classroom to
the workforce. I look for-
ward to championing work-

ers and stu-
dents from
the 5th Dis-
trict in my
new role.” 

The House Republican
Steering Committee has
recommended this commit-
tee assignment and it is still
pending approval by the
Republican Conference. 

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA – The city of
Waukesha has been working
to provide information to res-
idents on Facebook, Twitter

and Instagram since mid-
2016, and that effort was
reflected in the city’s 2020
communications statistics,
which saw a rise in social
media engagement.

Assistant to the
Mayor/City Administrator

Rebecca Pederson presented
her findings at the Common
Council meeting last week.
Pederson shared compar-
isons from 2018 and 2019 to
council members and The
Freeman Tuesday through
email, per the request of

Alderman Don Paul Browne.
The summary showed that

in 2020, social media engage-
ments increased — with
284,428 compared to 252,972 in
2019. In 2018, that number
was at 130,123 — so it more
than doubled in three years.
Social media followers also
increased to 13,267. In 2019,
that number was 9,627 and in

2018 it was 6,297.
As for impressions, or

views on posts, that number
decreased in 2020 compared
to 2019 — from 4.9 million to
4.7 million.

The city also saw an
increase in subscribers to the
Waukesha e-newsletter and
visits to the city website.

Pederson said the city is

still in the “growth phase”
and is working to attract
more followers for years to
come, in order to get infor-
mation out to the public. 

Pederson said individuals
in 2020 were attracted to the
city’s social media and web-
site for COVID-19 updates.

To view the city website,
visit www.waukesha-wi.gov.

Fitzgerald selected to serve on 
House Education & Labor Committee 

Waukesha’s social media engagement rises in 2020
Public relations effort reflected in data

Fitzgerald

Waukesha dental clinic rebrands 
as Community Smiles
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Read about it in Saturday’s Success section.

It’s hard to make 
real friends at work
But office confidants can help
reduce stress and make people more
efficient and satisfied with their jobs.

Renovations
include lobby
expansions,

‘Makers Room’
By Nikki Brahm

nbrahm@conleynet.com
262-513-2651

WAUKESHA – Readers,
history buffs and many
more community members
and Waukesha residents
can expect some changes
in the spring to a city
building they may often
frequent — the Waukesha
Public Library. 

The building will have
four main renovations,
including more open space
in the lobby, a new art
room, an expanded meet-
ing room and a cozy histor-
ical/genealogical room.

Waukesha Public
Library Executive Director
Bruce Gay said the con-
struction, budgeted for
about $4.45 million, is ten-
tatively scheduled for May.
The renovations are in
areas on the first floor. 

Engberg Anderson, a
Milwaukee-based architec-
tural firm that previously
designed the second-floor
children’s section of the
library, was selected to
spearhead the renovations.

“The first area that will
change is the lobby,” Gay
said. “What we’re going to
do is move a wall over in
the lobby to make it a big-
ger space.”

Gay said new books will be
moved to the lobby area and
service desks will be imme-
diately positioned in front of
the doors in order to better
assist the public when they
enter the building.

“Sometimes we have peo-
ple come in and they don’t
know where things are,
they don’t know where to
go,” Gay said. “So we’re
trying to fix that by open-
ing that space up.”

The library will also see
an expansion to the meet-
ing room, which currently
seats about 60 people. The
meeting room will be
expanded to seat about 150

people. The room will also
have walls that can close in
order to prevent disrup-
tions to the rest of the
library.

“That’s really a good size
(meeting room) for a city
the size of Waukesha,” Gay
said.

He said the library will
also have a “Maker’s
Space”  is dedicated to arts,
crafts and technology
devices. Gay said they
don’t know exactly what
will be in the room quite
yet, but ideas include a 3D
printer or a small record-
ing studio for video and
audio recording. He said
the goal is to have staff
help teach the public how
to use the devices.

“People could have an
instruction on how to use
the (audio) equipment and
then could make a podcast
in there, that’s what we’re
looking for,” he said.

The Waukesha Public
Library was founded in
1896 as a house on Carroll
Street. The house was later
replaced with a building
constructed with the help
of philanthropist Andrew
Carnegie in 1904.

“If you are coming
across Cutler Park towards
the library, you’ll see that
there’s a part of the build-
ing that looks much older.
That’s the original 1904
Carnegie Library,” Gay
said. 

That room will be reno-
vated to be more of a com-
munity room for things
like author events or book
groups, and make it a lot
more inviting for people to
relax there.

Currently, the Carnegie
part of the building stores
magazines and has a few
seats. Gay said once reno-
vations are completed, that
area of the library will
instead house their local
history and genealogy sec-
tion.

“That 1904 part of the
library, it’s been renovated
a number of times over the

last 115 years so it doesn’t
look anything like what it
did back then,” he said.

Gay said the renovations
will make that part feel
like a warm, old part of a
library with a little more of
the classic feel it once had.

Gay said the Cutler Park
bathrooms will be renovat-
ed as well – spearheaded by

the Parks, Recreation and
Forestry Department. 

“As part of this project,
it made sense for Parks to
bring those bathrooms up
to code and make improve-
ments on those at the same
time, because it will be less
expensive to do it now with
our project going on at the
same time,” he said.

Waukesha
Public

Library
renovations
coming in

spring
Courtesy of city documents

A rendering shows the renovated lobby of the Waukesha Public Library, 321 Wisconsin Ave.

A rendering shows renovations in the Carnegie side of the
library.

A rendering shows the soon-to-be “Maker Room” or creative
room at the Waukesha Public Library.

A rendering shows the renovated meeting room at the
Waukesha Public Library.


