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Who killed the video store?
WAUKESHA — The sign for Family Video on Broadway in Waukesha is pro-
moting its going-out-of-business sale while making a fun reference to the song
“Video Killed The Radio Star” with the message that “COVID Killed the Video
Store.”

By Derek Johnson
Special to the Freeman

MUSKEGO — In his annual
State of the City address, Mayor
Rick Petfalski said that 2020 was
a financially strong year for the
city, which has a $200,000 sur-
plus.

The surplus, he said Wednes-
day, was earned almost exclu-
sively from property taxes that
remain significantly lower
than the ones of surrounding
cities. He said that in 2020, the
city was also able to take
advantage of low interest rates
to refinance one of the city’s
loans to save $200,000, and that
the city is planning on refi-
nancing another loan in 2021 to
save $1 million.

“It’s been a pretty good year
financially,” Petfalski said.

In addition, Petfalski said that
375 homes were sold in the city
in last year and that there was
an increased demand for the
city’s recreational services.

This demand, Petfalski said,
was because Muskego was able
to keep its parks open for most
of the year while surrounding
areas were forced to close
because of COVID-19.

As a result of this increased
demand, the city is planning on
redoing three baseball diamonds
at Park Arthur in July, a project
which it hopes will significantly
increase the already high
demand for the park. The city
will also be starting two con-
struction projects in 2021, includ-
ing a pipeline that will transport
water from Lake Michigan to
Waukesha and a road rework
between Racine Avenue and Col-
lege Avenue. Both projects are
expected to cause minor traffic
disruptions, but the city will try
to keep these disruptions to a
minimum.

Petfalski also announced that
Muskego Police Chief Richard
Rens will be retiring in April.
Rens has been with the depart-
ment since 1991, and his replace-

ment will be
decided the
Muskego Police
and Fire Commis-
sion in the com-
ing months.

At the address,
Muskego Police
Sgt. Shawn
Diedrich said

that the city continues to have a
low crime rate.

“In my 20 years here, the
quantity of crime and calls for
service have decreased,” said
Diedrich.

Despite this, Diedrich said
that businesses should continue
to invest in cameras and ensure
that the police department has
up-do-date contact information.
He also said that the police
department will be buying a
drone to help pursue criminals
in conjunction with its existing
K9 teams, and that it will con-
tinue to find new ways to ensure
that the city remains one of the
safest in the country.

“Muskego is, and continues to
be, a great place to live and
work,” said Petfalski.

By Cara Spoto 
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-902-9082

PEWAUKEE — Plan commis-
sioners on Thursday unani-
mously backed a proposal to
create a tax incremental
financing (TIF) district that
would help transform most of
the St. Mary’s church property
into a single-family develop-
ment. 

The proposal now heads to
the Village Board for trustees’
consideration. 

Dubbed TIF District #3, the
district would encompass the
entire St. Mary’s property at
449 Wisconsin Ave., with the
exception of the cemetery,
which will remain under the
ownership of Queens of Apos-
tles Church. The district
boundaries are therefore the
boundaries of the parcels that
make up the St. Mary’s proper-
ty, between Quinlan Drive and
High Street in the middle of an
established residential neigh-
borhood.  

TIF district plan  
According to the project

plan, the village would be seek-
ing roughly $3.24 million in tax
increment from the St. Mary’s
TIF district: $1.5 million for the
purchase of the property;
$690,000 for water main and
sanitary sewer improvements;

$750,000 for related financing
and administrative costs; and
$300,000 to raze the former
school and rectory buildings
and conduct environmental
and site preparation work. 

Just how much value or
increment the TIF could create
over its lifetime remains to be
seen, officials noted. 

“There is no current valua-
tion for all of these properties
because they are all still tax
exempt,” Village Administra-
tor Scott Gosse noted. 

Since the village and other
taxing bodies don’t currently
collect any taxes from the prop-
erty, any tax increment gener-
ated by the land once a taxable
development is completed
would go directly into the TIF
district fund. 

The village would borrow
money to pay for the project
expenses, and then use the
increment it receives from the
TIF district to pay that debt off.

Money for a developer?
The consideration of the TIF

district comes as the village is
continues considering one or
more redevelopment proposals
for the property. 

In a request for proposals
(RFP) issued in early Septem-
ber, trustees asked developers
to submit plans for the site that
would fit in with village plans
for the land, which call for sav-

ing the church and turning
most of the surrounding land,
including the school property,
into a single-family or zero-lot-
line development.

The village received four
responses to that RFP — three
from companies looking to
develop the buildable land on
the site, and one from Agape
Church, which is looking to
restore the landmark protected
church and make it their per-
manent place of worship.

The TIF district project plan
backed by commissioners on
Thursday doesn’t state that any
set amount of the increment
created by the district would be
earmarked for a developer, but
it does say that the village may
“issue a bond to one or more
developers who provide financ-
ing for projects included in
(the) project plan.”

Rezoning 
As part of the village’s efforts

to position the St. Mary’s prop-
erty for redevelopment, com-
missioners also unanimously
backed a request from Queen of
Apostles to rezone the relevant
parts of St. Mary’s property
from institutional to single-fam-
ily residential.

The village finalized its offer
to purchase the St. Mary’s
church property in December,
but it has until April 1 to close
on the property. 
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for St. Mary’s redevelopment 
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Mayor reports Muskego has financial
surplus during annual address
Police chief to retire in April

Petfalski

TOWN OF OTTAWA — A barn
fire that started shortly after 6
a.m. Thursday on Highway Z in
the Town of Ottawa has result-
ed in the death of four horses
and the destruction of the barn,
Western Lakes Fire District
Deputy Chief Brad Ingersoll
said. 

Ingersoll said the barn was a

mixed-use machinery building
with old tractors, hay and the
horses inside. 

Ingersoll said his rough guess
for a total monetary loss due to
the fire was around $300,000. 

No people were injured in the
fire, Ingersoll said. 

Ingersoll said the extreme
cold weather the region has

been experiencing almost
always results in some fires,
whether it is because of mal-
functioning heating equipment
or overworked equipment. 

Ingersoll said WLFD is con-
ducting an investigation to
determine the cause of the fire,
but that the cause wasn’t known
as of Thursday afternoon. 

MADISON (AP) — Nearly 200 Wal-
greens pharmacies across Wisconsin
are expecting to receive coronavirus
vaccines directly from the federal gov-
ernment starting this week, marking
the beginning of a program that tar-
gets underserved areas, state health
officials announced Thursday. 

The vaccinations will be provided
for free under the Federal Retail Phar-
macy Program, a state and federal
partnership, the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services said. Initial-
ly, there will be about 17,800 doses of
vaccine sent to 178 Walgreens loca-
tions across the state, or about 100 for
each location.  

All who are eligible for vaccination,
which includes anyone over age 65,
must schedule an appointment by
phone or through the Walgreens web-
site, the health department said.  

The state cautioned that due to lim-
ited supply, not everyone eligible will
be able to get a vaccination appoint-
ment. Vaccinations through that pro-
gram were expected to begin today.

Wisconsin now ranks ninth nation-
ally in the percentage of the popula-
tion that has received at least one dose
of the vaccine, according to the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Wisconsin’s vaccination rate
of 10.6% is ahead of the national
average of 10.2%. The state’s data,
which is more current than that post-
ed by the CDC, indicates 11.1% of the
population was vaccinated as of
Thursday. 

Wisconsin has administered at least
one dose to 34% of people over age 65,
the state health department said. To
date, more than 860,389 vaccinations

have been given and 197,362 people are
fully vaccinated, the health depart-
ment said. 

However, new state health depart-
ment data posted Thursday shows
that only about 3% of the state’s black
residents and around 3% of Hispanics
have been vaccinated. Those dispari-
ties track national numbers showing
black people getting vaccinated at
much lower rates than white people.  

The department uses a social vul-
nerability index to measure where
disparities exist in order to target
vaccine distribution to Walgreens
stores in those areas, said Dr.
Stephanie Schauer, program manager
for the state Division of Public Health
Immunization. 

The data also shows that more
health care providers who were in the
first wave of people to be vaccinated
are not as ethnically diverse as the
population at large, said Julie
Willems Van Dijk, deputy director of
the Wisconsin Department of Health
Services. 

‘‘It leads to a question, which is:
‘What can we do to better diversify
our health care workforce, or our
police workforce or our fire work-
force?’” she said. 

In addition to people over age 65,
those eligible for the vaccine include
front-line health care workers, resi-
dents of nursing homes and long-
term care facilities, police, firefight-
ers and those who work in prisons. 

Positive cases of COVID-19 have
been trending downward in Wiscon-
sin since their peak in mid-November.
The seven-day average of new cases is
at its lowest point in five months. 

Wisconsin Walgreens 
pharmacies receiving

vaccine under program

Four horses die in Town of Ottawa fire 

MILWAUKEE — United States
Attorney Matthew D. Krueger is
resigning from his role as the
chief law enforcement officer
for the Eastern District of Wis-
consin and will join a private
law firm.

His last day will be Feb. 20.
Richard G. Frohling, who has

served as the first assistant U.S.
attorney during Krueger’s
tenure, will become the acting
U.S. attorney, according to a
Thursday announcement.

“Serving as United States
attorney has been the greatest

privilege of my professional
life,” said Krueger. “In the past
three years, we faced unprece-
dented challenges, including
the longest government shut-
down in history, a global pan-
demic, and turbulent civil
unrest. The dedicated profes-
sionals in the U.S. Attorney’s
Office, together with our self-
less federal, tribal, state, and
law enforcement partners, met
each challenge with grit,
integrity, and an unwavering
commitment to justice. I could
not be more grateful or proud

to have worked alongside such
talented and committed public
servants.”

The Eastern District of Wis-
consin comprises 28 counties
with a population of approxi-
mately 3.3 million people. The
United States Attorney’s Office,
with locations in Milwaukee
and Green Bay, has over 80
employees, including attorneys
and support staff. The office is
responsible for conducting all
criminal and civil litigation in
the district involving the United
States government.

WAUKESHA COUNTY — Sixteen
libraries in Waukesha County, all of
which are part of the Bridges Library
System, have used grants awarded by
the Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction and the Institute for
Museum and Library Services to
expand digital programming.

According to a press release, the
grants, which were provided by the
federal CARES act, have been used to
upgrade and expand WiFi access at
local libraries, as well as to purchase
better equipment for both staff and
patron use. 

“These CARES Act funds put us
closer to that goal and provide

tremendous benefit to the communi-
ties we serve,” said Jackie Rammer,
director of the Menomonee Falls Pub-
lic Library, in a press release. 

In addition, the libraries used part
of their grants to purchase an online
homework help tool called HelpNow.
The tool, which offers free online
academic tutoring, is available to
anyone with a library card from a
library that is part of the Bridges
Library System.

Anyone who would like to access
this tool, or to make use of other digi-
tal programs available from Bridges,
can do so at www.bridgeslibrarysys-
tem.org/helpnow.

By the numbers

Waukesha County
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 456
■ Deceased: 468
■ Cumulative case total:
39,909
■ Daily confirmed case
count: 99

Emergency department
visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 1
■ Flu symptoms: 0

County weekly 
unemployment claims:
5,600

■ Seven-day average per-
centage positive test
results: 12.5%
■ Percentage cases
requiring hospitalization:
4%
■ Cases per 100,000 pop-

ulation: 9,991.9
■ State average cases per
100,000 population:
9,567.6
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.2%
■ State average fatality
percentage: 1.1%

Municipal active cases 
■ Waukesha: 81
■ Brookfield: 48
■ New Berlin: 46
■ Menomonee Falls: 39

Most affected age group:
50-59 years

Total vaccine doses
administered: 43,243

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 6,140
■ Positive tests: 553,110
■ Negative tests:
2,552,481

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin

Department of Health Services 

Waukesha County
schools and COVID-19

Active cases by district
■ Waukesha: 31
■ Elmbrook: 16
■ Muskego-Norway: 11
■ New Berlin: 11
■ Arrowhead Union: 10
■ Mukwonago: 8
■ Oconomowoc: 7
■ Hamilton: 6
■ Menomonee Falls: 4
■ Pewaukee: 2
■ Kettle Moraine: 2
■ West Allis-West 
Milwaukee: 1
■ Palmyra-Eagle: 1
■ Norris: 0
■ East Troy: 0
■ Waterford Union: 0 

This accounts for school-
aged children living within
district boundaries, not all
of whom may actually be
enrolled.

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard

Local libraries use federal grant 
to expand digital programs

U.S. attorney Krueger announces resignation

WAUKESHA – The city has
announced Eaton Corporation
and MetalTek International’s
Wisconsin Centrifugal Division
as diamond sponsors for the
city’s 125th anniversary events.
Events are being held throughout
2021 to celebrate the city’s 125th
anniversary of incorporation as
a city. 

“We are proud to have Eaton
and the Wisconsin Centrifugal
Division of MetalTek located in
the city of Waukesha and are
grateful for their partnership as
the city celebrates our 125th
anniversary,” Mayor Shawn Reil-
ly said in a statement. “Their
support makes it possible for us
to hold events that will allow our

community to celebrate our rich
history, engage with each other
and look forward to the future.”

Eaton Communications and
Engagement Manager Jackie
Pride said Eaton’s Waukesha
roots date back to the late 1940s
and continue today with a $35
million investment in its Badger
Drive facility.

MetalTek International’s Wis-
consin Centrifugal Division’s
roots date back to 1945 with the
company celebrating the 75th
anniversary in 2020.

“MetalTek is honored to fabri-
cate the time capsule to honor
Waukesha’s new City Hall and
the city’s 125th anniversary,”
Eric Skibo, general manager of

Wisconsin Centrifugal said.
“Waukesha has been our home
for more than 70 years and we
look forward to partnering with
the city to push into the future.”

Additional sponsors include
SPX Transformer Solutions,
Berg Management, Chef Jack’s
Catering, R&R Insurance, Sew
Much More, Waukesha INNIO,
Waukesha State Bank, Thrive
Architects, Greenfire, Citizens
Bank, First Federal Bank, Raised
Grain Brewing Company, and
Hippenmeyer, Reilly, Blum,
Schmitzer, Fabian English, S.C.

The city is seeking additional
sponsors. Those interested can
email krichards@waukesha-
wi.gov.

Waukesha announces 125th anniversary event 
sponsors, seeking additional ones


