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Perspective
shared on 
Dr. Seuss’

legacy
By Jake Ekdahl

jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

OCONOMOWOC — Dr.
Seuss Enterprises announced
this week they will voluntarily
stop publishing six Dr. Seuss
books due to racist and insen-
sitive imagery, but local librar-
ians weren’t caught off guard
by the decision. 

“Initially, when I heard that
news, I was not very sur-
prised,” said Muskego Chil-
dren’s Librarian Abby Bussen.
“This has actually been years
and years in the making. Read
Across America did start to
distance themselves from Dr.
Seuss back in 2017.” 

Oconomowoc Youth Services
Librarian Caitlin Schaffer felt
the same. “For those in (the)
world of children’s literature
this has been kind of a discus-
sion for some time now,” she
said. “So many of his books
are so beloved, if not these
titles.”

Both librarians emphasized
their thoughts were their own
professional opinions, and
they were not speaking on
behalf of their respective
libraries or cities. 

The books no longer being
produced include “And to
Think That I Saw It on Mulber-
ry Street,” “If I Ran the Zoo,”
“McElligot’s Pool,” “On
Beyond Zebra!,” “Scrambled
Eggs Super!,” and “The Cat’s
Quizzer.”

“These books portray peo-
ple in ways that are hurtful
and wrong,” Dr. Seuss Enter-
prises told The Associated
Press in a statement that

coincided with the late
author and illustrator’s
birthday. “Ceasing sales of
these books is only part of
our commitment and our
broader plan to ensure Dr.
Seuss Enterprises’ catalog
represents and supports all
communities and families.”

Books by Dr. Seuss — born
Theodor Seuss Geisel in
Springfield, Massachusetts,
on March 2, 1904 — have been
translated into dozens of lan-
guages as well as in Braille
and are sold in more than 100
countries. He died in 1991.

He remains popular, earn-
ing an estimated $33 million
before taxes in 2020, up from
just $9.5 million five years
ago, the company said. Forbes
listed him No. 2 on its highest-
paid dead celebrities of 2020,
behind only the late pop star
Michael Jackson.

Some of Seuss’ work contin-

ues to be admired, with the
consensus being the message
in those books are positive.
Schaffer said “Horton Hears a
Who!” was a way for Seuss to
apologize to a Japanese friend
of his for some of his past
depictions. Others include
messages of treating others
fairly. 

In a way, Dr. Seuss Enter-
prises is continuing that self-
critical analysis  he set about
doing himself towards the
end of his life, Schaffer said. 

Some of Seuss’ work will
continue to have a place in
both libraries and  children’s
literature as a whole. 

“No one is saying Dr. Seuss
didn’t make wonderful contri-
butions to children’s litera-
ture,” Bussen said. “We just
don’t have to hold up every
single one of his books as
paragons to children’s litera-
ture ... I enjoy reading ‘Fox in

Sox,’ who doesn’t?” 
In 2021, there are dozens of

children’s authors with their
own works to contribute as
well. Shaffer said among that
“wealth of other fantastic
phenomenal books” are works
by authors Jason Reynolds,
Grace Lin, Jacqueline Wood-
son, Yuyi Morales and Walter
Dean Myers.

Bussen said Christian
Robinson is also an author
with notable works in chil-
dren’s literature. 

“I don’t thing Dr. Seuss is
going anywhere quickly,”
Shaffer said. 

Contributing: The Associated Press
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to Seuss Enterprises

dropping certain books
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WAUKESHA — Following
the results of a second psycho-
logical examination of the man

who allegedly set a woman on
fire in Waukesha in September,
a not guilty by reason of men-
tal disease or defect plea was
withdrawn at a Wednesday
review hearing.

The move likely marks the

end of Defense Attorney Chris
Bailey pursuing an insanity
plea for Joel Murn, 40. Bailey
followed withdrawing the
insanity plea by entering a not
guilty plea Wednesday. A plea
hearing is scheduled for 8:30

a.m. May 20.
“The plea of

not guilty by
reason of men-
tal disease or
defect was with-
drawn and we
did enter a gen-
eral not-guilty
plea and set the

matter over for change of plea
hearing,” Bailey said.

Insanity plea withdrawn
for fire-setting suspect

Educators to begin receiving
vaccines next week

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — Waukesha County was on track
to have 60% of the 65-years-old and older popula-
tion vaccinated by the end of the day Wednesday,
according to County Executive Paul Farrow.
Crossing that threshold clears the way for educa-
tors to begin receiving doses next week rather
than March 15 as originally planned. 

“We had an increase in allocation,” Farrow said
of the vaccine supply received from the state. He
said about 1,500 people were vaccinated by the
county Monday, 1,000 Wednesday and 900 planned
today. 

“We’ll start blending in the teachers with the 65
and older population as we move forward next
week,” Farrow said, adding that as more vaccine
doses are supplied to the county, it has the capac-
ity to do 7,000 per week “easily,” if not more. 

The approval and distribution of the new sin-
gle-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine should speed
the process along as well, on top of two-dose Mod-
erna and Pfizer producing more of their own vac-
cines. “I think we’re going to see a significant
inflow of vaccines through the middle and end of
March and into April,” Farrow said. 

Farrow emphasized those in the 1B group,
including educators, 65 and older individuals,
grocers, long term care employees, those in con-
gregate living and others, should visit
www.waukeshacounty.gov to sign up for email
alerts and get on the waiting list for their vacci-
nation appointments. 

Teachers will be prioritized to receive the first
shipment of about 48,000 doses of the one-shot
Johnson & Johnson coronavirus vaccine coming
to Wisconsin next week, a jump in supply that
won’t be matched again for several weeks, the
state’s deputy health secretary said Tuesday.

About 30% of Wisconsin public school districts
— 131 out of 421 — will be done vaccinating teach-
ers by March 15, said Julie Willems Van Dijk,
deputy secretary of the Wisconsin Department of
Health Services. The state originally planned to
prioritize schools for vaccine distribution, but
didn’t need to do that because initial supply of the
vaccine met the plans for distribution submitted
by schools, she said.

County crosses
vaccination

threshold early
Plea hearing scheduled for May 20;
alleged victim shares healing update

Murn

See MURN, PAGE 6A
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A series of Dr. Seuss books on a shelf in Waukesha.

Some of
the best-
known 
Dr. Seuss
books on 
a table in
Waukesha.
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By the numbers

Waukesha County
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Active: 314
■ Deceased: 486
■ Cumulative case total:
40,861
■ Daily confirmed case
count: 69

Emergency department
visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 2
■ Flu symptoms: 4

County weekly 
unemployment 
claims: 5,500

■ Seven-day average
percentage positive test
results: 11%
■ Percentage cases
requiring hospitalization:
4%
■ Cases per 100,000

population: 10,225.5
■ State average cases
per 100,000 population:
9,775.6
■ Case fatality percent-
age: 1.2%
■ State average fatality
percentage: 1.1%

Municipal active cases 
■ Waukesha: 78
■ New Berlin: 29
■ Menomonee Falls: 23
■ Brookfield: 18

Most affected age
group: 50-59 years

Total vaccine doses
administered: 60,432

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 6,458
■ Positive tests: 565,131
■ Negative tests:
2,634,999

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin

Department of Health Services 

See VACCINES, PAGE 6A
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