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Project may lead
to collaboration

with Trek 
By Jake Ekdahl

jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

OCONOMOWOC — A
team of local robotics stu-
dents has been helping
libraries address the grow-
ing and diversifying needs
of their communities. 

One of Divine Redeemer
Lutheran School’s robotics
teams, the “Geek Fr34ks”
— the name being an
homage to beloved Milwau-
kee Bucks player Giannis
Antetokounmpo, some-
times called “the Greek
Freak” — assisted the
Oconomowoc Public
Library in turning an inac-
tive space into an active
one. The project was part of
their innovation piece for
an upcoming competition,
and it led the nine-member
team to problem-solve in
real time for real clients. 

“Our students have been
working with the library
directors in the Bridges
Library System in south-
eastern Wisconsin since
September,” said Head
Coach Steve Bleck. “Our
students researched differ-
ent fitness products that
could be used in libraries.
They ran a trial at the
Oconomowoc Public
Library, then received feed-
back from their director.
They were able to find a dif-
ferent, perfect solution to
help library patrons exer-
cise while reading.”

The team consisted of
students Shelby Artru,
Landon Becker, Broderick
Bleck, Brooks Bleck, Tyler
Eckhart, Jocelyn Cox, Lan-
den LeTourneau, Dylan
Saydel and Calder
Williams. In addition to
Bleck as head coach,
Rachel Williams and Dar-
ren Wichman serve as
assistant coaches. 

Brainstorming 
and developing

Initially, the team brain-
stormed an exercise bike
or an elliptical with an e-
reader attachment as the
potential solution for offer-
ing an active space at the
library, but that was
deemed too noisy and dis-
tracting. The next proposal
was a desk pedaler, which
is smaller and quieter but
offers the same sort of
exercise. After the initial
model was deemed not
ideal because its pedals
heated up, the team settled
on the DeskCycle2, which
is now available at the
Oconomowoc Public
Library for patrons to use. 

The public feedback so
far, which the team plans to
work on in the future, is to
offer something lighter and
potentially even portable
so patrons can check one
out like a book and take it
home for exercise. Bleck
said the Geek Fr34ks are
now courting a prominent
Wisconsin company about
making it happen. 

“They would like to
speak with Trek and see if
it’s possible to make it
quiet and lightweight,” he
said. 

Bleck said initial indica-
tions are the desk pedaler
has helped the
Oconomowoc library bring
in more patrons more fre-
quently, and may boost cir-
culation over the long run. 

The project is a timely one
too, with so many people
having adapted and reinvent-
ed spaces in their own homes

for new purposes over the
last year during the coron-
avirus pandemic. The stu-
dents worked with their fit-
ness education teacher, Terri
Anderson, to learn the bene-
fits of exercise and how it
can help with mental health,
an ongoing challenge for
some during the pandemic. 

Word seems to be getting
around about the project,
too. Bleck said the Muskego
Public Library has pur-
chased their own DeskCy-
cle2 for their patrons, and
the team has received an
email from the library
director at Fort Atkinson,
with interest in implement-
ing their own project. 

“Now, patrons have been
raving to their staff about
how much they love having
the opportunity to exercise
while reading,” Bleck said.
“The unit itself is extreme-
ly quiet and patrons are
able to get a great workout
in a cozy chair.”

The project will be one of
four parts the Geek Fr34ks
are judged for at the Wis-
consin FIRST LEGO
League State Finals
Robotics tournament April
17, the others being robot
games, robot design and
core values. “You need to
be well rounded in all of
the areas that (are)
judged,” Bleck said. 

No matter how that judg-
ing may go for the team,
the Geek Fr34ks have
already made a real impact
on real peoples’ lives.
“They wanted it to have an
impact and they really
focused on that through-
out,” Bleck said. 

Robotics
students

help
libraries
innovate,
offer new
services
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Kelsey Butterfield uses the desk pedaler at the Oconomowoc
Public Library.

PEWAUKEE — Waukesha
County Technical College
announced Tuesday a fall
2021 reset plan to fully reopen
its main Pewaukee and
Waukesha campuses Aug. 2,
with the fall semester begin-
ning Aug. 16.

Because of COVID-19
WCTC adjusted its campus
hours and access last spring,
shifting course delivery
options and providing alter-
native technologies to be
used in placed of in-person
meetings. The college also
implemented strict safety,
cleaning and disinfecting
practices, along with enforc-
ing masking and social dis-
tancing guidelines to keep
the WCTC community safe.

WCTC has followed, and con-
tinues to follow, guidelines
from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and
state and local health agen-
cies.

As part of the fall reset,
WCTC will welcome back stu-
dents with in-person classes
and labs at pre-COVID-19 lev-
els, business hours will
return to normal and support
services will be available in
person. Prior to the virus out-
break, courses were offered
in online, in-person and
hybrid options and have been
continuing in that manner.

WCTC President Rich
Barnhouse said the college
and the country are at a very
different place than 12

months ago, and that has
helped shape the return-to-
campus plan.

“What we do know is this is
not March 2020 (when) we
had no control over the
virus,” Barnhouse said. “We
are not at the same level of
concern as a year ago. Very
soon, in Waukesha County,
most people who want a vac-
cine will be able to receive a
vaccine. We’re building a
plan for return based on
today and moving forward
toward August.”

The return to campus is
not unique to WCTC, Barn-
house said, as most colleges
and universities around the
country — and locally, includ-
ing those in the Wisconsin

Technical College System —
will be reopening their physi-
cal doors in fall. However, he
stressed, health and safety
remain  paramount.

“We’re changing the philos-
ophy of ‘if it can be done off
campus, then it must be done
off campus,’ to ‘if it can be
done safely on campus, then
it should be done safely on
campus,’” he said.

Both Barnhouse and
WCTC’s Vice President of
Learning Brad Piazza
praised the college’s employ-
ees for their commitment,
flexibility and dedication to
WCTC and working creative-
ly throughout the pandemic
to provide positive experi-
ences for students.

“If we think back to where
we were a year ago and where
we are now (then) that’s a tes-
tament of the work of every-
body from one end of this
campus to the other,” Piazza
said.

Barnhouse added that he is

looking forward to the ener-
gy that will return to campus
with students, staff and fac-
ulty back in classrooms, labs
and offices.

“We are going to be a
vibrant campus, because
presence matters,” he said.

Freeman file photo

Waukesha County Technical College has announced a plan to
fully reopen its main Pewaukee and Waukesha campuses Aug.
2, with the fall semester beginning Aug. 16.

WCTC to fully open in August 
Fall semester to offer in-person, hybrid and online courses 

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A con-
victed sex offender await-
ing a trial on his petition
for discharge from a state
civil commitment allegedly
cut off his monitoring
bracelet and was found
almost a week later in Los
Angeles County, California,
according to a criminal
complaint against him.

Edward Barborich, 59, has
been in the state’s Chapter
980 program, under the care
of the Department of Health
Services, as a sexually vio-
lent person since 2008, after
finding he suffered from a
mental condition or defect
that predisposes him to acts
of sexual violence and made
it more likely than not he
will reoffend. That followed
his release from prison after
he assaulted minors in the
mid- to late-1980s. 

In January 2018, he
dropped a petition for dis-

charge from the program
and agreed to supervised
release. But because no
housing for him could be
found in Waukesha County,
Barborich was placed in
the unincorporated com-
munity of Glidden in Ash-
land County.

Barborich renewed his
petition for discharge from
the Chapter 980 program
last February. In August,
Barborich asked that his
rules of supervision be
changed to allow him to
stay in a local hotel for a
trial set in September
rather than make a 10-hour,
600-mile commute each day,
a motion denied by Circuit
Court Judge Jack Melvin.
Barborich has indicated an
intent to appeal that deci-
sion, delaying the trial, and
in October a new attorney,
Jefren Olsen, requested
transcripts of the Aug. 31
hearing, which were filed
last month.

On Tuesday, Barborich
was charged with escape by

a sexually violent offender
under a commitment order.
The complaint in the case
said a DHS monitoring
agent reported that on
March 21, at about 11:16
p.m., a state Department of
Corrections center received
a “strap tamper alert” on
the GPS unit assigned to
Barborich. Investigators
learned he’d cut off the
GPS unit and absconded.

According to the DHS
petition to revoke Bar-
borich’s supervised release
filed March 25, the U.S.
Marshals Service began
investigating his where-
abouts March 23. But the
criminal complaint issued
Tuesday said the DHS offi-
cial monitoring Barborich
reported Saturday that Bar-
borich had been appre-
hended in Los Angeles
County.

A call to Olsen seeking
comment was not returned
Tuesday.

If convicted on the escape
charge, Barborich faces up
to 12.5 years in prison.

His civil commitment
case is scheduled for a sta-
tus conference April 14.  

WAUKESHA — Two Mil-
waukee women have been
charged after they alleged-
ly stole thousands of dol-
lars in merchandise from a
Menomonee Falls phone
store last November.

Brittany Edwards, 17, and
Serria Bates, 18, both were
charged with being party to
the crimes of robbery with
threat of force and felony
criminal damage to proper-
ty on Tuesday in Waukesha
County Circuit Court.
Bates is expected in court
April 22; Edwards, in cus-
tody on a Racine County
case, is due to appear April
29. They face up to 15 years
in prison if convicted.

A criminal complaint
said the two women entered
the T-Mobile store on Falls
Parkway on Nov. 2. It added
the store manager said she
recognized the women as
suspects in other T-Mobile
incidents around the
region, and they threatened

to beat her if she moved, so
she stood by without resis-
tance as they stole more
than $5,200 in merchandise,
ripping items off display
stands, and causing almost
$2,900 in damage in the pro-
cess.

Police circulated photos
from surveillance footage
and learned the women’s
identities, and that they
were also alleged to be
involved in similar inci-
dents in Brown Deer, West
Allis,  Franklin and Fox
Point, the complaint said.

Police learned Edwards
was in the Racine County
Jail on armed robbery
charges following an inci-
dent at a Best Buy there
that was similar in nature
to the Menomonee Falls
case, where she allegedly
ripped phones and tablets
from displays and threat-
ened store personnel with a
stun gun, the complaint
said. Meeting with

Edwards Jan. 7, a
Menomonee Falls police
detective showed Edwards
the surveillance photos
from the case there, and
“she appeared indifferent
and said, ‘Yeah?’” the com-
plaint said. Edwards
acknowledged she was in
the security photos, but
when asked why she did it
and where the items she
took were, she simply
shrugged her shoulders,
the complaint said. Howev-
er, Edwards also identified
her co-actor by an alias
name that led to Bates, the
complaint said.

Edwards also faces a
felony retail theft case in
Waukesha County, as well
as the armed robbery
charge in Racine County.
Bates has a pending felony
retail theft case in Wauke-
sha County, as well as two
felony retail theft cases in
Ozaukee County, online
court records show.

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

SUMMIT — Henry Elling first started
working with Summit in 1998 as a consul-
tant to help the-then town with its master
plan. 

In 2002, Summit hired him full time for
his services as its manager and planner
and he has been in the village ever since. 

However, Elling’s almost two-decade
career in the village is coming to a close as
he retires next month, calling it bitter-
sweet. 

“At the same time it’s exciting because
it’s been very good for me,” Elling said.
“I’ve got a doctorate degree education here
for the price of coming to work every day.”

Over his years, Elling said he has
enjoyed assisting residents from being a
town on the edge of a metropolitan area to
a village that is part of a metropolitan
area. 

“The changes from the rural outpost
that it was when I came here to the very
exciting and vibrant lake area community
is what I hope village residents wanted to
happen,” Elling said. 

Village President Jack Riley called
Elling “the face of the village” and was the
go-to person when a resident needed help
with their property. 

“I wouldn’t say he is a historian but he
knows pretty much everything about all
the properties in the village,” Riley said.
“Henry is a wealth of knowledge for every-
thing in the village. He knows who proper-
ty owners are by name, when they moved
in, whose house it was before they moved
in, where that person went. 

“He has a lot of that institutional knowl-
edge we are really going to miss.”

Elling said he has always enjoyed meet-
ing in a room with people to brainstorm
ideas and form them into a written docu-
ment people can follow moving forward. 

“I’m very impressed with how (the vil-
lage has) taken the master plan and the
guidance that (it) gives to heart and how
committed they are as a group to main-
taining that document and making sure
that it reflects the desires of the commu-
nity and not just a planner sitting on a
shelf somewhere,” Elling said. 

With all his achievements in the village,
Elling said the favorite thing he has done
is install the sledding hill at Village Park. 

“I was able to go over there this winter
and there was 80 or 90 people crawling
around that park and it was big enough
that nobody was having any problems
enjoying themselves,” he said. “Every
place I’ve worked I’ve been able to accom-
plish a sledding hill, but that one is the
biggest.”

In addition, Elling said he took pride in
his ability to work with the surrounding
municipalities to make agreements with
them rather than stoke disagreements. 

“We have agreements with
Oconomowoc, Delafield, Dousman and all
the townships surrounding us and all of

those agreements result in a benefit to
both communities,” Elling said. “Whether
it’s a shared fire district with Western
Lakes Fire District or a sanitary sewer
service from Oconomowoc or Delafield or
shared police services with Dousman,
there aren’t a lot of places in the country
where one community has so many agree-
ments with their neighbors.”

Riley said one of his lasting memories
of Elling will be how he reacted to the vil-
lage staff moving into the new Village
Hall in 2018. 

“It was Christmas morning for Henry,”
Riley said. “He was putting up with us
and our penny pinching with the old Vil-
lage Hall with an office with no heat and
leaky windows. When we finally did
invest in the Village Hall, just the look on
his face and the joy he had is something
I’ll never forget.”

Pastoring plans
Looking ahead, Elling isn’t getting out

of the planning game totally. He said his
plan is to go to Dubuque, Iowa to become a
renewal pastor for the Wartburg Theolog-
ical Seminary. A renewal pastor comes
into a congregation and assists it with
what their primary focus and their goals
would be going forward and coordinate
that with the pastor who would come
thereafter. 

“It’s almost like a miniature plan for the
church as an individual congregation,”
Elling said. “I think it will be a lot of fun
and it’s my other passion in life and
maybe I can do that for 20 years.”

Elling’s last day will be April 16. The vil-
lage is hosting a send-off gathering for
him on April 14 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the
community room at Village Hall, 37100
Delafield Road. 

Summit’s ‘wealth
of knowledge’ to retire
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Village Planner Henry Elling stands in the
Village Hall’s lobby. Village President Jack
Riley said seeing Elling’s smile while walking
through the hall when it was completed was
akin to Christmas morning.

Village planner Elling leaving after almost 20 years 
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