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WAUKESHA – As Wauke-
sha continues to celebrate its
125th anniversary, events will
be held throughout the city
during April, celebrating
National Library Week and
Earth Day.

The city is hosting National
Library Week events from
April 4-10 at the Waukesha
Public Library, 321 Wisconsin
Ave. The public is invited to
visit the library and share
their favorite library memo-
ries. 

On April 8, visitors can
receive a special celebration
treat and see staff dressed up.
Beginning April 5, kids came
come to the children’s area
and pick up a Take & Make
Kit filled with activities con-
necting kids to the past.
Adults can also stop by the
front desk to get worksheets,
brochures and resources for
exploring family history. The
events are held while sup-
plies last.

On April 20 at 11 a.m. a vir-
tual historical discussion
will be held. The event will be
hosted over Zoom.

The city will host an Earth

Day parks cleanup event on
April 24 from 9 a.m. to 11:05
a.m. The public is encour-
aged to spend 125 minutes
making Waukesha better and
helping to take care of the
city for the future. The public
is encouraged to form a team
and sign up to help pick up
trash in a Waukesha park as
part of Earth Day. Supplies
will be provided and registra-
tion is required.

For more information on
library events and other
anniversary events, visit the
city website at
h t t p s : / / w a u k e s h a -
wi.gov/1919/Anniversary-
Events.

By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

LANNON — Six candi-
dates, including two incum-
bents, are seeking three
trustee seats this spring on
the Lannon Village Board.

Steve Reek and
Patrick Yates,
whose terms
expire this
spring, are seek-

ing re-election.
Squaring off against them
are challengers Peter Beso-
nen, Howard Hadley, Kelly
Jensen and Don Sommers. 

Trustee Alex Gizelbach,
whose term is expiring, is not
seeking re-election. Sommers
also is running against
incumbent Tom Gudex in the
village president race.

Five of the six trustee can-
didates shared with The Free-
man their thoughts on impor-
tant issues in Lannon and
why they are running. Beso-
nen did not respond to multi-
ple requests for comment. 

THE FREEMAN: In your
opinion, what are some of
the most important issues
in Lannon?

Hadley: Over the past year,
Lannon has rapidly expanded
to include new housing and
an expanded water system. I
see a need to attract more
retail businesses to provide
more services and amenities
for the increased population.
Lannon should become a
travel destination, rather
than a stop on the road to ser-
vices in other communities.

Jensen: The village of Lan-
non is in a state of crisis right
now. It is being divided by a
Village Board functioning to
make Lannon about big busi-
ness, big money and big
development. The current
elected board has stopped lis-
tening to the voice of the peo-
ple, who they are supposed to
represent and protect.

Reek: I believe that main-
taining a viable budget,
bringing sensible progressive
growth, residentially and
commercially, and comple-
tion of the existing water sys-
tem are the three key issues
facing the village of Lannon
at this time. These factors,
functioning together, along
with the support of the resi-
dents and surrounding com-
munities, will enable Lannon
to be a successful, prospering
community.

Sommers: The most impor-
tant issue is the manufac-
tured water crisis in Lannon.
The school had a problem
with an old shallow well, 30
feet, reported by a village
engineer. What options were
investigated? None to my
knowledge. Second, financial
responsibility. We have two
big developments in Lannon,
with the 260-unit apartment
developer wanting to add a
third TID.

Yates: We need a different
strategy for keeping resi-
dents and the community
informed of what is going on
in the village so they can be
aware of important deci-
sions. Strengthening our
financial position as a munic-
ipality. This has already come
a long way since I was elected
four years ago through mea-
sured and much-needed
development in the village.

THE FREEMAN: Why
are you running for the
Village Board this
spring?

Hadley: I believe in forward
progress, new ideas and open
and transparent communica-
tion between residents and
their elected representatives.
I would encourage residents
to actively participate in their
government. 

Jensen: I am running for
village trustee because I feel
we have to make some
changes in the way things are
being done here. Our resi-
dents feel that they are being
ignored, disrespected and, in
general, forgotten. Lannon is
a great town, and its residents
have worked hard to make it
this way. They deserve to
have government that listens.

Reek: I am running to help
the community thrive and to
come together as a whole for
the greater good of all resi-
dents/businesses. I want all
voices of Lannon to be heard
and valued. It is important to
me as a trustee to provide
insight and support to cur-
rent projects, as well as pro-
jects that were initiated four
years ago. 

Sommers: There needs to
be a change, as our current
Village Board is not repre-
senting the citizens. The cur-
rent Village Board appears to
be focusing on the developers
in this village. The board’s
inactions on issues with the
residents are non-existent.
Until the last few weeks, the
board has done nothing with
all the complaints about the
Sawall development.

Yates: I want to continue
the progress I have helped
create in Lannon the last four
years. There is still work to do
in Lannon, and I strongly feel
that my hundreds of hours
spent on some of these issues
gives me an insight and base
of knowledge on the topics
that cannot be easily
replaced.

THE FREEMAN: What
qualities do you think you
can bring as a trustee on
the Village Board?

Hadley: As a retired mili-
tary veteran, I could provide
leadership, organization and
administrative expertise to
the Village Board. My com-
municative skills could prove
invaluable in dealing with
not only the citizens of Lan-
non, but with outside inter-
ests.

Jensen: I feel that I will
bring a strong sense of ethics
and honesty to the Village
Board. I believe that the fami-
lies who call Lannon home
are great people. We have a
strong family history in this
village, and a strong sense of
pride in our town. We raised
our children here and care
deeply about the future of
the village, and the people
who call this town home.

Reek: After serving two
terms as trustee, I feel that I
have a solid understanding
and knowledge of the needs
of the village of Lannon. I
take the responsibility of
being a public servant seri-
ously and am able to dedi-
cate the time and attention
necessary for the role of
trustee. 

Sommers: I would like to
represent Lannon because I
believe in our village, and I
would enjoy working with the
residents to do what is in our
community’s best long-term
interest. I am a good commu-
nicator and know how to lis-
ten to people. You need to
work with people to solve an
issue and to find a workable
compromise that’s acceptable
to all.

Yates: Experience, honesty,
integrity, transparency, dili-
gence, effort, knowledge,
articulate, understanding,
fortitude; very giving of my
time for the cause.

By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

BUTLER — Four candi-
dates are throwing their hats
into the ring this spring for
the three two-year seats up

for grabs on the
Butler Village
Board.

Incumbents
William Ben-

jamin, Mark
Holdmann and Thomas Sar-
dina each are seeking re-elec-
tion as village trustees.
James Smith, a political new-
comer, also is hoping to have
a seat on the board. 

The four candidates recent-
ly shared with The Freeman
their thoughts on issues of
importance in the village,
and why each has chosen to
run. Below are their respons-
es, sent by email, to three
questions.

THE FREEMAN: In your
opinion, what are some of
the most important issues
in Butler?

Benjamin: Maintaining a
low to moderate tax rate.
Improving our infrastruc-
ture, specifically our roads
and water system. Maintain-
ing our village’s fiscal health.

Holdmann: Regaining the
momentum we had prior to
the pandemic shutdowns and
restrictions. Specifically, re-
engaging in our village strate-
gic plan, while safely and con-
fidently resuming the gather-
ings, festivities and events
that make Butler such a won-
derful community to live and
work in. Enhance and update
our retail business district
without neglecting our strong
manufacturing base.

Sardina: We have been
working on our aging infras-
tructure without raising
taxes.

Smith: I believe the issues
that are important would be
bringing more business back
to Butler, which will help to
grow Butler’s economy.
Another issue is bringing the
Butler community together
by having more community
events, such as car shows,
Frontier Days, utilizing
Frontier Park more, etc. 

THE FREEMAN: Why
are you running for the
Village Board this spring?

Benjamin: I feel that my
knowledge of the village and
the issues is valuable to have
on the board. I appreciate
being able to contribute to
the workings of the village as
a trustee. I want to give oth-
ers a voice in our govern-
ment.

Holdmann: I’m running
because of pride in and pas-

sion for the village I call
home. Butler is a special
community with an enor-
mous potential, and I would
like to continue to serve and
contribute toward the real-
ization of our goals.  

Sardina: I love and truly
care about our village and
my neighbors.

Smith: I am running for
village trustee because I can
help in the process of mak-
ing Butler active again by
being a visible presence in
the community, by visiting
with residents and business-
es to get input from them on
their concerns. I would also
meet with village employees
to hear their concerns.

THE FREEMAN: What
qualities do you think you
can bring to the position?

Benjamin: A voice of rea-
son, plus my knowledge of
construction requirements
and our building codes. 

Holdmann: I am a retired
lieutenant from a 30-year
career on the Milwaukee
Fire Department, followed
by eight years with Wiscon-
sin Diagnostic Laboratories
as a courier and dispatcher.
These jobs have given me
opportunity to lead and fol-
low, both of which are essen-
tial to being effective as a
government servant.  

Sardina: I have been active
in the community for years.

Smith: I’ve been in busi-
ness for over 20 years in the
construction and land-
scape/maintenance indus-
try at Smithsonian Materi-
als. I have listened to my
clients and heard what they
want and need. I have dealt
with a lot of issues that the
village is dealing with.
With my business exper-
tise, I can assist as an elect-
ed trustee.
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Four candidates vie for three
seats on Butler Village Board

William Benjamin (i)
Age: 70
Address:
12920 W.
Hampton Ave.
Occupation:
Retired
Years in 
Butler: More
than 30
Prior elected or appointed
experience: Butler trustee
(2007-Present)

Mark Holdmann (i)
Age: 64
Address:
Would not dis-
close
Occupation:
Retired
Years in 
Butler: 8
Prior elected or appointed
experience: Butler trustee
(2017-Present)

Thomas
Sardina (i)
Age: 67
Address:
12907 W.
Cameron Ave.
Occupation:
Retired man-
ager, carpet expediter
Years in Butler: 36
Prior elected or appointed
experience: Butler trustee
(2017-Pre-
sent)

James
Smith
Age: 48
Address:
4675 N. 127th
St.
Occupation: Owner of Smith-
sonian Materials
Years in Butler: 2
Prior elected or appointed
experience: None

ELECTION
2021

Submitted photo

“A Rock n’ Roll Tribute from Elvis to The Beatles” featuring The Neverly Brothers will take
place Sept. 14 as part of the Tribute Tuesday Concert Series in Waukesha.

WAUKESHA — The final band has been
announced for the Tribute Tuesday Concert
Series in Waukesha — “A Rock n’ Roll Trib-
ute from Elvis to The Beatles” featuring The
Neverly Brothers will take place Sept. 14.

The final Tribute Tuesday band will per-
form as a rock n’ roll tribute, giving a guided
musical tour through rock n’ roll history.

Favorites include “Goat Balls of Fire,”
“Johnny B. Goode,” “Twist & Shout,” and
“Glad All Over.”

Kevin Giragosian, the lead performer with
the band, said the tribute band takes listen-
ers on a tour across history. The band travels
across the U.S. to put on the show creating a
multi-media experience with a slide show
projected on a screen with images that go
along with the artists and music. Giragosian
said this is the first time the band will per-
form in Waukesha’s series.

The third band was also recently
announced for the series — a Rolling Stones

tribute band named Shattered.
The third act is scheduled to take place

Aug. 10 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The first performer, Eagles tribute band

Flight, will perform June 8 and the Billy Joel
tribute concert by Danny V’s 52nd Street
Band will take place July 13, also from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m.

The series will take place at the Les Paul
Performance Center in Cutler Park, 321 Wis-
consin Ave.

Concessions open at 5:30 p.m. and concerts
begin at 7 p.m. 

The event, hosted by the Parks, Recreation
and Forestry Department, will be held under
new COVID-19 guidelines, including a cone
grid which allows up to five people per cone
space. The public is asked to follow social dis-
tancing signs and not to move cones.

For more information, visit
https://waukeshawi.gov/1527/Tribute-Tues-
day-Concerts.

Neverly Brothers announced as
final Tribute Tuesday performers

Six candidates
seeking three

seats on Lannon
Village Board

Howard
Hadley
Age: 75
Address:
21834A N.
Weather Edge
Circle
Occupation:
Retired from U.S. Air Force, vol-
unteer with veterans programs
and Stars and Stripes Honor
Flight Organization
Years in Lannon: 12
Prior elected or appointed
experience: Former Lannon
trustee

Kelly Jensen
Age: 51
Address:
20467 W. Main
St.
Occupation:
Stay-at-home
mom
Years in Lannon: 25
Prior elected or appointed
experience: None

Steve Reek (i)
Age: 49
Address:
21790D N.
Weather Edge
Circle
Occupation:
Construction
material sales
Years in Lannon: 21
Prior elected or appointed
experience: Lannon trustee
(2016-present)

Don 
Sommers
Age: 64
Address: 19543
W. Main St.
Occupation:
Retired truck,
heavy equip-
ment, mechanic semi driver;
Snap-on Tool dealer; service
writer at Peterbilt of Wisconsin
Years in Lannon: 16
Prior elected or appointed
experience: None

Patrick Yates
(i)
Age: 52
Address:
21802 S.
Weather Edge
Circle
Occupation:
Small business owner, FAST-
SIGNS of Menomonee Falls
Years in Lannon: 9
Prior elected or appointed
experience: Lannon trustee
(2017-present), chair of Lannon
Finance/Personnel Committee,
former member of Menomonee
Falls Architectural Control Board

ELECTION
2021

Waukesha hosting 125th anniversary
events throughout April


