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Three Pillars digs in 
DOUSMAN — The clouds parted just long enough Thursday afternoon to let the sun shine down on Three Pillars Senior Liv-
ing Communities’ ceremonial groundbreaking. While the rain made it mostly mud turning rather than breaking ground, offi-
cials from Three Pillars and others helped kick off construction on a new era at Three Pillars.
Pictured from left to right are Three Pillars Environmental Services and Capital Projects Director Eric Nitschke, Three Pillars
Board Member Don Jensen, CEO Mark Strautman, Wisconsin Freemasonry Grandmaster Ken Grogen, Board Member
Robert Roth, Board Member Bill Huelsman and Three Pillars Chief Financial Officer Jean Freuck.
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WAUKESHA — A Big Bend
woman tearfully apologized
for her role in a friend’s 2017
overdose death, for which she
was sentenced to prison on
Thursday.

Sara Waldner, 29, was sen-
tenced by Waukesha County
Circuit Court Judge Paul
Bugenhagen Jr. to serve two
years in prison and three
years on supervision after
being convicted of second-
degree reckless homicide. As
part of a plea agreement, a
separate case of retail theft
and bail jumping charges was
dismissed.

The homicide charge stems
from the June 25, 2017, over-
dose death of Michelle Turn-
er, whose body was found by
her grandfather in his
Menomonee Falls home,
where she’d been staying
after her release from prison.
A cellphone discovered in the
room contained several
missed messages from Wald-
ner, one of which asked the
woman if she was OK and
why she wasn’t responding. A
message to Waldner from
Turner said, “I am on a mis-
sion to get high.”

Waldner later admitted to a
detective that she took her
friend to Milwaukee to buy
heroin. 

Waukesha County District
Attorney Susan Opper said
her recommendation of two
years in prison and three on
supervision was consistent
with similar cases in Wauke-
sha County. She said the com-
munity expects for people to
be punished in such cases.

“Miss Waldner knew darn
well what was going on. She
knew darn well one of them
could die from this type of
activity and she chose to par-
ticipate in that anyway, and
that is the conduct I am criti-
cal of, your honor, and I think
deserves to be punished,” said

Opper.
Defense attorney Tony Cot-

ton, though, said Waldner has
been clean for three years
now, and making significant
strides in treatment and
methadone programs.

“You had two young
women, both of whom were
in a horrible, horrible demon
of a struggle. Sara ... she feels
so incredibly sick that it was
her friend that died and not
her when they split the dose.
They split the heroin and it
was fatal for one and not the
other,” he said. “I don’t think
sending her to prison today is
the right answer for any of
the circumstances of what
happened here. I don’t think it
serves to avenge Michelle’s
death or make Michelle whole
in any sense. ... I think the
best message we could send to
society would be Sara contin-
uing on the path that she’s
on.”

Waldner apologized to
Turner’s family, saying she
did not understand why she
didn’t suffer the same fate
Turner did while using the
same drugs. Waldner said
addiction has proven to be a
path to a prison or a cemetery,
and she said she wants to
work with others battling
addiction to offer support and
help them regain better foot-
ing in life. She said her addic-
tion clouded her eyes to the
impacts of her actions on oth-
ers, including the retail thefts
she committed to feed her
addiction, even stealing from
employers who knew her his-
tory and took a chance on her,
only to be taken advantage of.

“To the family of Michelle
Turner, I am so sorry for the
consequences of my actions
and the loss of your loved one.
It hurts so much to see their
pain and understand I took
part  in something so terri-
ble,” she said. “I am ashamed
and embarrassed by my
behavior and have taken
drastic steps to change my
ways.”

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha woman who did not
believe her daughter’s
reports of being sexually
assaulted by her stepfather
was placed on probation on
Thursday.

The Freeman is not nam-
ing the woman, 32, to protect
the identity of her daughter.

But she was charged after
her husband was charged
with sexually assaulting the
girl, reportedly starting when
the girl was 7 years of age and
continuing for months.

The man pleaded guilty to
counts of repeatedly sexual-
ly assaulting a child, child
sexual exploitation and pos-
session of child pornography
and has been sentenced to
serve 25 years in prison, 20
more on supervision for the
assaults, and concurrent
lesser terms on the other
charges.

The complaint against him
said the girl “said she told

her mother this year (2019),
but she didn’t believe her.
She said she kept telling her
mother more than one time,
but her mother kept saying
she didn’t believe her.”

The woman was initially
charged with failure to pre-
vent the sexual assault of a
child and possession of mari-
juana; the former charge was
amended to felony child
neglect causing bodily harm,
to which the woman pleaded
no contest on Thursday.

Circuit Court Judge Paul
Bugenhagen Jr. withheld the
sentence in favor of three
years’ probation, meaning
the woman could still face
incarceration if not success-
ful on probation. Online
court records indicate the
woman is to have contact
with the child only in accord
with juvenile court orders,
Her attorney, Doug Bihler,
declined to comment on the
case.
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WAUKESHA — The local
nonprofit Parents Place is
spreading awareness of
their services during
National Child Abuse Pre-
vention Month throughout
the month of April.

The group works to
ensure that every Wiscon-
sin child grows up safe
through family program-
ming and child maltreat-
ment prevention services.

The group provides a
supervised visitation pro-
gram, which allows chil-
dren placed in foster care
the opportunity to visit
with their parents while the
Waukesha County Health &
Human Services Depart-

ment formulates a perma-
nency plan for the family.
The organization also
works with the department
to provide in-home support
for families who are at risk
of having a child removed
from their home.

There are also services
such as parent and child
educational and support
groups, information and
referrals, crisis support,
complimentary child care,
networking opportunities
and community awareness
and special events.

Parents Place partners
with the Waukesha Police
Department and other local
nonprofit organizations to
provide their services.

Parents Place Executive
Director Raquel Mehring
said locally the group has

had to shift their services
virtual, forcing them to
adapt quickly.

Mehring said they are
hoping to educate families
about the five strengths, or
protective factors which
keep families strong. The
five protective factors are:
connecting with others; par-
enting as children grow;
building inner strength,
knowing how to find help;
and helping kids under-
stand feelings.

Mehring said the need for
their services in the com-
munity has recently grown.

“We are seeing families
that are struggling a lot
with just basic needs and
basic daily skills, so parents
are expected to be teachers
as well as parents (during
the pandemic) as well as

that stress, we also have
financial constraints that
we’re working with,” she
said.

Mehring said the group’s
one-on-one program has
grown a lot due to the need
to have convenient pro-
gramming through virtual
means. Mehring said the
virtual programming helps
with families attend educa-
tional sessions.

“We’re here for (the com-
munity) in times of need to
support children and fami-
lies,” she said. “One little
difference can (have) a posi-
tive effect on children’s
lives.”

For those looking to con-
tact Parents Place, they can
call 262-549-5575 or visit
h t t p : / / w w w . p a r -
entsplacewi.org.

Assembly 
District 37 

special election
likely

MADISON — With Assembly Rep.
John Jagler, R-Watertown, heading
to the state Senate after he won the
election to represent Senate District
13, his current Assembly District 37
seat will need to be filled.

When that will happen remains to
be determined, however. Wisconsin
Elections Commission spokesman
Reid Magney said Thursday Gov.
Tony Evers has yet to issue an exec-
utive order calling for a special elec-
tion to fill Jagler’s seat. 

“While we are not clear on the
specifications, we do believe Gov.
Evers will call for a special election
to fill the seat,” said Katherine
Bates of Jagler’s office Thursday. 

Jagler himself is filling a Senate
seat that was vacated by then Senate
Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald, R-
Juneau, to fill the vacancy in the
U.S. House of Representatives creat-
ed by longtime U.S. Rep. Jim
Sensenbrenner, R-Menomonee
Falls, retiring. Fitzgerald was elect-
ed to Congress in November. 

When a special election for Dis-
trict 37 might take place and how
long candidates would have to file is
not yet clear. 
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MUKWONAGO — Down-
town development was dis-
cussed at a recent Commit-
tee of the Whole meeting in
Mukwonago, including the
tabled potential Highway 83
reroute project in downtown
Mukwonago, which is
expected to be brought back
before trustees in the near
future.

Although no vote or
motion was made in relation
to the project, the project,
which was included as a rec-
ommendation in the 2018
Downtown Strategic Plan
and has been in the works
for over a decade, was dis-

cussed at the Wednesday
night meeting.

In 2017, the Village Board
approved the Downtown
Strategic Plan Steering
Committee’s recommenda-
tion to arrange a conversa-
tion between village offi-
cials, the state and the coun-
ty to address downtown traf-
fic in Mukwonago and
rerouting traffic along High-
way 83. 

However, following the dis-
cussion on the project, it was
tabled with no funding for
the project obtained from
the Wisconsin Department
of Transportation (WisDOT)
due to the complexity of the
plan, which would require a
multi-jurisdictional trans-
fer. WisDOT indicated they

were not interested in a
multi-jurisdictional transfer
for the project.

Trustee Roger Walsh
brought the item to the com-
mittee for review, and vil-
lage officials agreed to
review the item and bring it
back to the committee for
further discussion.

“Downtown Mukwonago,
as far as I’m aware of, is not
a Wisconsin budget item,
this has been going on for
several years where it just
doesn’t show up,” Walsh
said. “As a village we need to
show up (for the) project or
there is no project.”

Also Wednesday, the com-
mittee unanimously
approved a motion to sign an
agreement with WisDOT for

the installation of emergen-
cy vehicle pre-emption
devices on traffic standards
at the intersection of High-
way 83 and County Highway
LO.

According to village docu-
ments, the village has
installed vehicle pre-emp-
tion devices at controlled
intersections on Highway 83
in the village since 2013.

The system allows for
police and fire vehicles to
activate the system when
approaching the intersec-
tion to change the lights to
green for emergency vehi-
cles. 

The installation of the
project is estimated to cost
$10,351, split amongst the
police and fire departments.

Committee of the Whole discusses 
Mukwonago Highway 83 reroute

Approves vehicle pre-emption device installation

Parents Place spreading awareness for
National Child Abuse Prevention Month

Offering services throughout community, many services offered virtually

Big Bend woman
sent to prison
after friend’s 

fatal overdose

Waukesha mother gets
probation after daughter

sexually assaulted
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Two important anniversaries
WAUKESHA — To celebrate the Waukesha Public Library’s 125th
anniversary, Dawn Habben and Mitzi Keadie hand out Tootsie Pops,
which are also 125 years old this year, while wearing Victorian-themed
clothing at the library, 321 Wisconsin Ave., on Thursday.

CITY OF PEWAUKEE — The
Plan Commission is slated to con-
tinue its review of start-up
Octane Coffee’s application to
open a standalone, automated
drive-thru coffee shop in the park-
ing lot at W229-N1400 Westwood
Drive, where Veloce Indoor Speed-
way is located. 

The company’s request for a
conditional use permit mistak-
enly ended up on the agenda for
this Monday’s Common Council
agenda, Mayor Steve Bierce said

Tuesday. 
That doesn’t mean the council

won’t get a chance to review the
request, however. The Plan Com-
mission, which conducted a pre-
liminary review of the proposal
last month, just needs to ask the
developers a few more questions,
Bierce said.

The commission is expected to
continue its review of the propos-
al next Thursday. The Common
Council will review the proposal
sometime after that. 

BROOKFIELD — The Elmbrook
Education Fund will be holding
its sixth annual “Circle of
Friends” event between 4:30 p.m.
and 6:30 p.m. on May 6 at the
Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for
the Arts, 3270 Mitchell Park Drive. 

At the event, Elmbrook School
District students will showcase
some of their work while local
restaurants provide an assort-
ment of food for attendees, and
community members from the
school district will also be holding

a fundraiser for the district’s
music program.

“Circle of Friends is our annu-
al opportunity to showcase the
talents of our Elmbrook students
while allowing the community to
interact with our renowned
Innovation Stations,” said Matt
Kons, the event chair, in a press
release.

For more information about the
event, as well as the fund, visit
w w w. e l m b r o o k s c h o o l s . o r g /
elmbrook-education-foundation. 

Education Fund to hold fundraising event

City of Pewaukee commission
to continue review 

of automated coffee shop


