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WAUKESHA — The Com-
mon Council voted 13-2
Tuesday night to remove
mandatory masks in pub-
lic spaces within city-
owned buildings by May

15, with the
exclusion of
the Wauke-
sha Transit
C e n t e r
building and
the Wauke-
sha Public
Library.

The two
no-votes were Alderwoman
Cassie Rodriguez and
Alderman Jack Wells. 

The item was put on the
Common Council agenda by
Alderman Eric Payne and
Alderman Cory Payne.

Cory Payne said he felt it
was time to put it on the
agenda after receiving
inquiries on the mandate
and there being no enforce-
ment on the county level.

Mayor Shawn Reilly
asked that the item exclude
the transit building, as it
could have major financial

implications related to
COVID-19 funding for the
city. Reilly clarified at the
meeting that department
heads are able to make their
own rules in relation to
staff, as the vote applied to
public spaces.

Alderman Rick Lemke
originally asked not to have
to wear a mask in the
library and said individuals
are not prevented from
wearing a mask if they
wish to do so.

Alderman Frank McElder-
ry also voiced his agree-
ment with Rick Lemke and
said several county build-
ings have not required
mask mandates for weeks
now.
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PEWAUKEE — Waukesha County
Technical College on Friday hosted a
presentation focusing on women in
welding and the opportunities await-
ing prospective students. 

WCTC instructor Karen Feliciano
said she got into welding by accident.
Initially exploring engineering at the
college in 2007, she was deterred by
the longer timeline of that program;
when her advisor suggested welding,
she jumped in. 

“I fell in love just by looking at the
machines because I’ve always liked
working with my hands, I’ve always
liked getting dirty,” she said. She’s
been teaching at WCTC for six years. 

Mike Cook, another WCTC welding
instructor, said he sees more and
more women going into the field. 

“In this area, we have such good job
placement, we get to see how what we
put into them has a direct influence
on their lives,” he said, noting that in
just two or three years in the field,
students’ lives are noticeably impact-
ed in a positive way. 

The welding options at WCTC are
varied, ranging from a certificate
requiring only nine credits to a tech-
nical diploma requiring about one to
1.5 years of study, to an associate’s
degree which usually takes about two
years. 

“This is really a great program that
allows you a lot of different avenues
after you graduate,” Cook said. He
emphasized even with a focus on
welding, students have gone on to
work as engineers or program laser
machines. 

The presentation included unique
capstone projects from former stu-
dents, who created custom tables,

benches and more. Students have
recently even made barbecue grills
they can take home to cook on this
summer. 

Two current students shared their
experiences as well. 

“I love it,” said Chianti Kirk. “It
started out pretty challenging but I’ve
had some great instructors that
encouraged me (and) now I feel I’m
continuously growing, I’m getting
there.” She said she’d recommend
WCTC’s welding program to other
women. 

Shirley McCullum, another stu-
dent, said she feels the courses are
preparing her for real world jobs. 

One prospective student on the
Zoom presentation said she’s a 32-
year-old social worker and wants to
get into welding but wanted to see
how that works if she’s working full
time. Kirk and McCullum offered
reassurance, saying they both work
full time and haven’t had issues. 

“Women who weld, it really is a
thing,” Cook said. “It’s a real phe-
nomenon going on, there’s a lot of
ladies in welding... we get a lot of peo-
ple who just fall in love with it.” 

WAUKESHA COMMON COUNCIL

Taylor took time for everyone
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WAUKESHA — From lawyers to elected offi-
cials and bank customers to nonprofit leaders in
Waukesha County, Don Taylor served as a men-
tor and an inspiration, always willing to listen
and to help those who came to him with a ques-

tion or in need of assistance.
Rick Kobriger first got to know Taylor through

his Waukesha law firm, which counted Taylor’s
Waukesha State Bank as one of its clients. Later
on, they both were in the Waukesha Rotary Club
together.

“He truly led by example. He was like an uncle
to me,” Kobriger said. “If I asked him what he
thought, he would tell me what he thought. He

was just a role model for me. I always felt that if
I practiced law the way Don ran his bank, I prob-
ably wouldn’t turn out too bad.

“I never will be a Don Taylor. There is no other
person like Don was.”

Don Taylor of Waukesha died Friday sur-
rounded by his family at the age of 88. He was
born in Waukesha on Dec. 16, 1932, the son of
Carl and Alma Taylor. Taylor’s father, Carl,
founded Waukesha State Bank in 1944, and, when
Carl retired, Don succeeded him, leading the
bank as president and CEO for 25 years from 1969
until 1994.

Former Waukesha State Bank president, local GOP
chairman inspired generations to serve community

WCTC highlights 

Submitted photo 

Waukesha County Technical College Instructor Joe Chaney speaks with student Kasey Wilichowski during a welding course
before COVID-19.

Technical college showcases
career opportunities 

WOMEN IN WELDING

DON TAYLOR  
Dec. 16, 1932 — April 16, 2021

County ceasing Expo
vaccinations once 60%
of eligible population
vaccinated Page 3A

See TAYLOR, PAGE 6A
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MADISON — The push for
criminal justice reform at
the Wisconsin Capitol is
ready for its next step.

The Speaker’s Task Force
on Racial Disparities
wrapped up its seven
months of hearings on Tues-
day.

Rep. Jim Steineke, R-
Kaukauna, admitted the
hearings were sometimes
long and frustrating, but
said the end result could
bring real change to Wiscon-
sin.

“There were people on all
sides of these issues that
came in thinking one thing,
and after hearing stories

from people on the task force
changed their minds,”
Steineke said. “To come out
of this with 17 recommenda-
tions, a lot of which are
going to be new legislation,
is something we should all
be really proud of.”

Those recommendations
include changes to police
procedures, training, and
standards. There are also
recommendations for body
cameras, no-knock war-
rants, choke holds, and
school resource officers.

“It took us long because we
took our time. We listened to
every voice,” Rep. Shelia
Stubbs, D-Madison, said
Tuesday. “This is not the end
of the story, this is just the
beginning. This legislation

is not going to be the only
legislation, it’s not going to
fix racial disparities, it’s a
framework.”

Stubb said use of force by
Wisconsin police is a “huge
discussion.”

Speaker Robin Vos, R-
Juneau, created the task
force last year after advo-
cates and lawmakers called
for new laws following Jacob
Blake’s shooting in Kenosha.

The recommendations
that the task for approved
Tuesday will be turned into
a report, then Steineke said
they will be turned into leg-
islation.

Steineke did not say if Gov.
Tony Evers supports the
task force’s recommenda-
tions.

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) —
Derek Chauvin, the former
Minneapolis officer who
pressed his knee against
George Floyd’s neck, was
handcuffed and taken into
custody Tuesday after
being convicted of all three
counts against him. 

Twelve jurors found Chau-
vin guilty of second-degree
unintentional murder, third-
degree murder and second-
degree manslaughter, ulti-
mately deciding that Chau-
vin caused Floyd’s death
and that his actions were
not that of a reasonable offi-
cer.  

WHERE IS CHAUVIN
NOW? 

Chauvin was handcuffed
immediately after the ver-
dicts were read and was
taken into custody. A sher-
iff’s deputy escorted him
out of the courtroom
through an interior door.  

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Corrections said
Tuesday night that he was
at the state’s maximum
security prison in Oak Park
Heights, due to an arrange-
ment with the county sher-

iff and the Department of
Corrections. 

WHAT SENTENCE
COULD HE GET? 

Each count carries a dif-
ferent maximum sentence:
40 years for second-degree
unintentional murder, 25
years for third-degree mur-
der, and 10 years for second-
degree manslaughter. But
Minnesota has sentencing
guidelines that call for far
less. 

Under the guidelines, a
person with no criminal
history would receive a pre-
sumptive sentence of 12 1/2
years for each murder
charge and a presumptive
sentence of four years for
manslaughter. The guide-
lines allow for a range
slightly above and below
those presumptive sen-
tences, which is up to a
judge’s discretion.  

But in this case, prosecu-
tors are seeking a sentence
that goes above the guide-
line range, called an
‘‘upward departure.’’ They
cited several aggravating
factors, including that
Floyd was particularly vul-

nerable, that Chauvin was a
uniformed officer acting in
a position of authority, and
that his crime was wit-
nessed by multiple chil-
dren.

SO WHAT’S NEXT?  
Chauvin waived his right

to have a jury consider
whether there were aggra-
vating factors that would
call for an upward departure
— leaving that decision in
the hands of Judge Peter
Cahill. Cahill said he would
give both sides a week to
write legal briefs about
aggravating factors, then
he’ll take a week to issue
findings on that issue.
Cahill also ordered a pre-
sentence investigation
report, which is required in
Minnesota and normally
confidential. This report is
typically prepared by a pro-
bation officer and includes
information such as a defen-
dant’s characteristics, cir-
cumstances, criminal record
and social history. It also
includes details of the
offense and the harm it
caused others and the com-
munity.  

Cahill said both sides will
be able to respond to that
report before he issues a
sentence in two months. An

exact date for sentencing
has not been set.  

Regardless of the final
sentence, in Minnesota,

defendants typically serve
two-thirds of their penalty
in prison, with the rest on
parole.  
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What next after Chauvin’s conviction on 3 counts?

Masks
From Page 1A

Alderman Jack Wells, who appeared at the Com-
mon Council meeting virtually, asked to amend the
date to lift the mask requirement to June 1. Wells
said he, like others in the community, has yet to
receive his second COVID-19 vaccination. Wells said
waiting to lift the mask mandate until June 1 would
provide more time for individuals interested in get-
ting the shot.

While some discussion was provided on the topic,
with City Administrator Kevin Lahner saying it
would give city employees more time to prepare for
the change with prior notice, the amendment did not
receive enough support from council members, and
the May 15 date remained.

AP Photo/Morry Gash

People rally outside the courthouse in Minneapolis on Tuesday after the guilty verdicts were
announced in the trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin in the death of
George Floyd.

CHIPPEWA FALLS (AP) — The
passenger in a pickup truck that
struck and killed three Girl Scouts
and a mother who were pickup up lit-
ter along a Chippewa County high-
way has pleaded no contest to a
charge for his role in the 2018 crash.  

John Stender, 24, of Eau Claire,
entered the plea Monday to aiding a
felon-falsifying information. A mis-

demeanor charge relating to huffing
from an aerosol can was dismissed.  

Stender was charged for failing to
assist law enforcement following the
crash and not returning to the scene
after he left it with Colten Treu, the
driver, the Star Tribune reported.  

Treu was sentenced to 54 years in
prison after entering no contest pleas
to four counts of homicide by intoxi-

cated use of a vehicle and one count
of hit-and-run causing great bodily
harm.  

According to the criminal com-
plaint, Treu and Stender had pur-
chased an aerosol can at the Lake
Hallie Walmart on Nov. 3, 2018, and
were huffing as they drove back to
Treu’s home in Chippewa Falls.  

The crash happened as Treu was

driving northbound on Highway P in
Lake Hallie, veered off the road and
struck the group of Girl Scouts.  

The four people killed in the crash
were Autumn Helgeson and Jayna
Kelley, both 9, Haylee Hickle, age 10,
and her mother, Sara Jo Schneider.  

Another 10-year-old girl was
injured in the crash and was hospi-
talized for three weeks. 

Wisconsin
vaccination
effort slows

Benjamin Yount
The Center Square contributor 

MILWAUKEE — Just over
40% of people in Wisconsin
have gotten one dose of the
coronavirus vaccine. Getting
the other 60% of the state to get
a shot, however, is proving dif-
ficult.

The Wisconsin Department
of Health Services on Tuesday
reported 2.3 million people, or
40.4% of the state, have gotten
one dose of the vaccine. DHS
reported 1.6 million people, or
28% of the state, has gotten
both doses.

But DHS also reported that
the total number of doses in
the state fell last week.

Doctors and nurses adminis-
tered 330,164 doses, compared
to 418,733 the week before. Last
week’s dose total was the low-
est in Wisconsin since mid-
March.

Dr. Ben Weston with the Mil-
waukee County Office of Emer-
gency Management said Wis-
consin and Milwaukee have
seen their vaccination num-
bers plateau.

“We’re seeing in Wisconsin
and locally in Milwaukee Coun-
ty a slowing in individuals
seeking out vaccines on a daily
basis,” Weston explained Tues-
day. “Currently in the county,
about 38% of people have
received one dose of the coron-
avirus vaccine. Now while that
is on-par with the 40% of the
state that’s received one dose,
and 40% of the country that’s
received one dose, that slowing
means we must shift our strate-
gy.”

Milwaukee Mayor Tom Bar-
rett says the new strategy will
include more walk-in clinics
and more community-based
clinics.

“We are trying to bring the
shots to the people,” Barrett
said.

It will take a week or so to see
if the shift works. 

Wisconsin’s coronavirus
numbers have held steady for
the past few weeks. DHS’ lat-
est numbers put the state’s
seven-day positivity-rate at
3.5%, with just under 300 peo-
ple in the hospital across the
state.

MILWAUKEE (AP) — A
group of Wisconsin newspa-
pers have filed a federal law-
suit claiming Google and
Facebook’s monopoly on dig-
ital advertising threatens the
publications’ existence and
violates antitrust law. 

The lawsuit claims the
internet giants’ monopoly
threatens the existence of
local newspapers nationwide
as well as a ‘‘profoundly neg-
ative effect on American
democracy and the civic
life,’’ the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reported Tuesday.
Google unlawfully exercised
monopoly power over the dig-

ital advertising market and
illegally conspired with Face-
book to engage in anti-com-
petitive conduct, according
to the filing. 

The two dozen newspapers
include the Tomahawk Lead-
er, Antigo Times and the
Kewaskum Statesman.  

The lawsuit is one of about
a dozen similar complaints
filed by newspaper publish-
ers across the country,
Michael Fuller Jr., an attor-
ney leading the Wisconsin
publications’ lawsuit, told
the Journal Sentinel. He said
he expects the lawsuits will
be consolidated before a sin-

gle federal judge and could
attract larger newspaper
chains as additional plain-
tiffs. 

The lawsuits come as news-
papers across the country
have lost ad revenue as adver-
tising has shifted online to
search and social media.
According to the Wisconsin
filing, nearly 1,800 U.S. news-
papers have closed or merged
since 2014, leaving about 200
counties without a newspa-
per.  

Google and Facebook have
denied engaging in any ille-
gal practices designed to sti-
fle competition.  

Wisconsin newspapers sue 
Google, Facebook

Passenger in hit-and-run crash that killed 4 enters plea

Wisconsin Speaker’s Task Force 
completes hearing, promises 

criminal justice reformsNikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Alderman Eric Payne was elected the new Common
Council president Tuesday night by a vote of 9-6. Eric
Payne and Alderman Cory Payne brought the mask
amendment before the Common Council Tuesday.

Report cites ‘vast 
improvement’ 
at Wisconsin 

juvenile prison
MADISON (AP) — Wiscon-

sin’s juvenile prisons made a
‘‘vast improvement’’ in meet-
ing court-ordered changes and
in overall atmosphere since
December, the latest report
released Tuesday from a moni-
tor found. 

The positive report from
court-ordered monitor Teresa
Abreau was based on a March
visit to the Lincoln Hills School
for Boys and Copper Lake
School for Girls. It came after a
report on her December visit
detailed worsening conditions. 

There continues to be con-
cern regarding programming,
use of force, restraints, and
other issues, the monitor said,
but noted: ‘‘There has been vast
improvement in many areas of
the consent decree and overall
atmosphere from the last site
visit.’’ 

The report said the use of
mechanical restraints on youth
decreased 63% between Decem-
ber and February and the use
of confining an inmate to their
room dropped 36% during the
same time.


