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BOONE, N.C. (AP) — Two deputies
were killed and three other people
including a suspected gunman were
found dead after a lengthy standoff in
North Carolina, a sheriff’s office said
Thursday. 

The Watauga County Sheriff’s
office said Sgt. Chris Ward and K-9
Deputy Logan Fox were dispatched to
a home in Boone at 9:44 a.m. Wednes-
day after the homeowner and his fam-
ily didn’t report to work or answer
telephone calls. Both were hit by gun-
fire. Other officers were able to pull
out Ward, who later died at a hospital.
Fox died at the scene.  

‘‘The individual suspected of
killing the two officers is also sus-
pected of killing two civilians in the
residence,” the statement said. Sher-
iff Len Hagaman said they were the
suspect’s mother and stepfather,
WSOC-TV reported.  

A Boone Police officer, a Boone fire-
fighter and an Appalachian State Uni-
versity police officer were shot at dur-
ing an initial attempt to rescue the
deputies, and the Boone police officer
was hit, but he escaped injury to his
Kevlar helmet equipment, Hagaman

told WSOC.  
Morganton Department of Public

Safety Maj. Ryan Lander told The
News Herald just before 11 p.m. that

the suspect appeared to have killed
himself, the newspaper reported.  

Hagaman said Ward died at a hospi-
tal in Johnson City, Tennessee.  

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
County is offering free fit-
ness classes in the park,
available to all abilities, rain
or shine, throughout Wauke-
sha this summer.

Classes include Zumba to
be held June 10, July 8 and
Aug. 5 at the Frame Park
Shelter, 1150 Frame Park
Drive, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Yoga is offered June 15,
June 29, July 13, July 27 and
Aug. 10 at Minooka Park,
1927 E. Sunset Drive, from 6

p.m. to 7 p.m.
Boot camp is offered June

22, July 20 and Aug. 17 at the
Frame Park Playground
from 5:30 p.m. to 6:15 p.m.

More information can be
found at https://www.wauke-
shacounty.gov/livewell.
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WAUKESHA — The public
is encouraged to take in
musical selections during
their lunch break along the
Riverwalk in downtown
Waukesha this summer.

The public can bring their
own lunch or grab something
at the event from local restau-
rants or food vendors.

The event will be hosted

Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. from June 16 to Aug.
25 along Riverfront Street
under the Historic Bus Depot
in downtown Waukesha.

The city is seeking bands,
food vendors and sponsors
for the 2021 Riverside
Rhythms Concert Series.
Those interested can contact
Robin Grams at 262-524-3749. 

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Public Library is
inviting the public to partic-
ipate in the city’s new Sum-
mer Reading Program —
available to all ages.

According to a city
newsletter, the Summer
Library Program’s theme is
Tails and Tales. The library
includes online reading pro-

grams, maker kits and activ-
ities planned for everyone,
kids through adults.

The public can sign up
beginning June 1 to read,
learn, create and engage
with the library all summer.

Find more information
from the Waukesha Public
Library at https://wauke-
shapubliclibrary.org.

WAUKESHA — The city is
continuing to celebrate its
125th anniversary through-
out this summer with movie
nights planned in Cutler
Park.

The movie nights will fea-
ture films at the Les Paul
Performance Center at Cut-
ler Park, 321 Wisconsin Ave.,
Waukesha, beginning at 7:15
p.m.

The featured movies
include “Aladdin” on June
21; “Ghostbusters” on July
19; “Land Before Time” on
Aug. 16; and the featured
event Grown Up Movies in
the Park will feature “Satur-
day Night Fever” on Aug. 19.

More information can be
found at https://waukesha-
wi.gov/1521/Monday-Night-
Movies.

WAUKESHA — The public
is invited to the Waukesha
Summer Civic Band Concert
Series this summer, with
bands performing for the
77th season.

According to the city
newsletter, Jazz Express will
perform July 15; Woodwind
Ensembles will perform
July 22; Brass Ensembles
will present July 29; German

Band/Dixie Band will per-
form Aug. 5; and Jazz
Express will perform Aug.
12. Concerts begin at 8 p.m.
at the Les Paul Performance
Center, 321 Wisconsin Ave.,
Waukesha.

More information, includ-
ing COVID-19 guidance, can
be found at https://wauke-
sha-wi.gov/709/Civic-Band-
Concerts.
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MADISON (AP) — Vice
President Kamala Harris
plans to visit Milwaukee on
Tuesday to tout President
Joe Biden’s economic devel-
opment agenda. 

The White House
announced the visit just
before Biden’s speech to a
joint session of Congress on
Wednesday night detailing
his ‘‘Build Back Better’’ eco-
nomic agenda. No details
about the trip were immedi-
ately announced. 

It will be Harris’ first

trip to Wis-
consin as
vice presi-
dent. Biden,
who narrowly
won the state
in November,
was in Mil-
waukee in
February to
tape a CNN town hall. 

Harris has been traveling
across the country in recent
weeks, including stops in Bal-
timore, Chicago and Cincin-
nati.  

Harris

N.C. Sheriff: 2 deputies killed, 
suspect and 2 others dead

DULUTH, Ga. (AP) —
President Joe Biden took
his pitch to Georgia Thurs-
day night for $4 trillion in
spending to rebuild the
nation’s aged infrastruc-
ture and vastly expand the
federal social safety net,
choosing a new political
battleground to make his
case that Americans want a
more activist government. 

With his visit to a state he
won by fewer than 12,000
votes, Biden set out to build
public support for his plan
and try to persuade resis-
tant Republicans that his
massive proposal is an
investment that the country
can’t afford to pass up.  

‘‘We need to invest in
things our families care
about and need the most,”
Biden told hundreds of sup-

porters who showed up for a
socially distanced car rally
in the Atlanta suburb of
Duluth. 

The Georgia trip is part of
an effort to gain momentum
for the massive — and
expensive — agenda Biden
articulated during his first
address to a joint session of
Congress one night earlier.
It’s a dramatic shift from
nearly four decades of poli-
tics in which leaders from
both parties have spoken of
a need to contain govern-
ment. 

There’s special signifi-
cance in Biden’s decision to
make Georgia his first stop
after the address. He was
the first Democratic presi-
dential contender to carry
the state since Bill Clinton
in 1992. 

The state, long a Republi-
can stronghold, is now a
political battleground that
will feature closely watched
races for Senate and gover-
nor next year. It will almost
certainly be one of the most
competitive states during
the 2024 presidential cam-
paign.  

Biden, who established
himself as moderate during
his decades in elected office
but has moved farther left
in the early days of his pres-
idency, asserted Wednesday
that President Ronald Rea-
gan’s ‘‘trickle-down eco-
nomics has never worked.’’ 

He renewed his call for
the wealthiest Americans to
pay more in taxes to help
pay for a wide array of pro-
posals, including universal
pre-kindergarten, tuition-

free community college,
expanded childcare benefits
and more. Biden insists his
proposal for about $1.5 tril-
lion in tax hikes will only
target households making
$400,000 or more. 

For their part, Republi-
cans are resisting Biden’s
calls for more spending but
steering clear of attacking
him personally. 

‘‘I think the president is
hard to vilify. I think he’s
well intentioned. I think he
was warmly received in a
personal way,’’ said Sen.
Roy Blunt, a member of the
Republican leadership.
‘‘But the proposals he made
are overwhelming in terms
of a new footprint for the
government, and a new
level of government spend-
ing.’’ 

Biden pitches economic plan 
in Georgia, calls for rich to pay more

MADISON (AP) — A
judge ruled Thursday that
Republican leaders of the
Wisconsin Legislature ille-
gally hired private taxpayer-
funded attorneys to repre-
sent them in anticipation of
legal challenges over redis-
tricting because there are
no pending lawsuits over
maps that have yet to be
drawn. 

Four Madison teachers,
including the current and
incoming teachers union
president, argued that state
law does not allow for leg-
islative leaders to hire attor-
neys outside the state
Department of Justice
before a lawsuit has been
filed. The Legislature has
yet to begin the redistricting
process. 

Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos and Senate Majority
Leader Devin LeMahieu
entered into contracts in
December and January
with two outside law firms
to handle the redistricting
process, including any

future lawsuits. The con-
tracts allowed for spending
of more than $1 million in
taxpayer money to the two
law firms. 

Dane County Circuit
Judge Stephen Ehlke ruled
Thursday that the contracts
are void because Vos and
LeMahieu were not autho-
rized to hire the law firms. 

Vos promised to appeal. 
The Republican leaders

hired attorneys Adam Mor-
tara and Consovoy
McCarthy with a Washing-
ton-area law firm that repre-
sented former President
Donald Trump and the
Republican National Com-
mittee. 

Under that contract, the
state began paying $30,000 a
month starting in January
to cover consulting. The
monthly fee would have
jumped to $200,000 a month
in July or when a lawsuit
was filed, whichever came
first. 

They also hired former
Wisconsin Deputy Attorney

General Kevin St. John at
the Madison firm Bell
Giftos St. John. His contract
calls for him and his col-
leagues to be paid an hourly
rate of $375. 

The lawmakers argued
that the Wisconsin Constitu-
tion gave them authority to
hire the attorneys and that
the contracts were lawful.
But the judge ruled that nei-
ther the constitution nor
state law gave the Legisla-
ture the authority to hire
the outside attorneys for
redistricting given that
there is no pending lawsuit
over drawing of the maps. 

Had the Legislature
intended to give leaders the
power to hire attorneys for
lawsuits that have yet to be
filed, it could have specified
that power in the law, but it
does not currently exist, the
judge said. 

The judge ruled that the
contracts were void from
when they were first
entered into and barred any
future payments. 

Ousted 
Milwaukee
police chief

sues to return
to work

MILWAUKEE (AP) — A
former Milwaukee police
chief is asking a judge to
force the city to give him his
job back. 

An attorney for the former
chief, Alfonso Morales, filed
an affidavit in a Wisconsin
court this week arguing the
city is dragging its feet in hon-
oring a judge’s December
decision that he should be
reinstated as police chief, Wis-
consin Public Radio reported.
Morales was ousted from his
post in August following tur-
moil over racial justice
protests and complaints of
distrust in the police depart-
ment. He resigned after the
Milwaukee Fire and Police
Commission demoted him to
the rank of captain. 

Milwaukee County Judge
Christopher Foley reversed
the demotion in December,
but did not specify how
Morales should be reinstated
as police chief. According to
court filings this week,
Morales’ attorney has met
with city officials to discuss
his return to work or a mone-
tary settlement, but no action
has been taken. 

An attorney handling the
case for the city, as well as city
officials, declined to comment
on the case to Wisconsin Pub-
lic Radio. 

WASHINGTON (TNS) —
The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration has moved
to ban the sale of menthol
cigarettes, citing their dis-
proportionate effect on the
health of African Ameri-
cans. 

The FDA announced
Thursday that it’s “working
toward issuing proposed

product standards within
the next year to ban men-
thol” as a flavor in
cigarettes. It also plans to
ban all flavors, including
menthol, in cigars. The FDA
said it is “moving expedi-
tiously” and that its next
step will be to publish pro-
posed rules in the Federal
Register, allowing an oppor-

tunity for public comment. 
Congress first recom-

mended in 2009 that the
agency decide what to do
about menthol flavoring in
cigarettes, which gives
them a minty taste and
soothes the throat but can
make smoking more addic-
tive, anti-tobacco groups
say. 

Associated Press

In this image taken from video Wednesday, law enforcement work the scene of a
fatal shooting outside a home in Boone N.C. Two deputies were killed and three
other people including a suspected gunman were found dead after the lengthy
standoff in North Carolina, a sheriff's office said.
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WEDNESDAY
11:09 a.m. – A caller reported

a woman was refusing to pay
fare for a cab ride in
the 400 block of West
Sunset Drive. The
fare ultimately was
paid.

12:28 p.m. — A
caller in the 700 block of Sum-
mit Avenue reported her sister
keeps using her name when
she gets tickets or is arrested.
The woman was asking for
options for her name to not be
listed as an alias for her sister
on CCAP.

2:24 p.m. — A caller reported
a wanted person in the 700
block of American Avenue. The
woman was on a police hold
and took off out the west entry
in a gown. Security was follow-
ing the woman who was behind
apartments and later was not

wearing the gown. The woman
had armed herself and a taser
was deployed.

3:42 p.m. – A caller in the
1400 block of East Main Street
reported an ex-employee had
been terminated two days ago
for bringing a knife to work. Staff
asked for extra patrols because
they are worried he could come
back and harass employees.

5:41 p.m. – A caller in the
900 block of North Barstow
Street reported a man was
inside a green Toyota with multi-
ple windows smashed out driv-
ing and drinking a beer.

THURSDAY
1:51 p.m. – A caller in the

area of North Greenfield Avenue
and Lincoln Avenue reported the
pursuit of a vehicle. The subject
kept running northbound. A K9
was in route and state troopers
responded. The subject was held
at gunpoint near Perkins and
Linden. He was cooperative.

No obituaries were 
submitted for today’s

Freeman. Please check
Saturday’s edition.

FDA plans to ban menthol cigarettes


