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WAUKESHA —
Being a judge isn’t
just about law and

order. 
Among other things, it’s

about service — serving
those in the courtroom,
others around them, and
the larger community,
both on the job, and often
in a variety of other
endeavors.

Those are just a few of
the reasons that Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
Judge Ralph Ramirez has
been named the 2021 Wis-
consin Judge of the Year
by the Wisconsin State
Bar Association’s Bench
and Bar Committee.

A number of his col-
leagues on the Waukesha
County bench — Judges
Michael Aprahamian,
Paul Bugenhagen Jr. and
Michael Maxwell — cited
those attributes in nomi-
nating him for the award.
Judge Laura Lau also
offered her own testimony
about what Ramirez
brings to the bench, say-
ing the honor is “well
deserved.”

Lau said she was men-
tored by Ramirez and “Still
I feel like I am. He is always
available if I have an issue
come up that is sort of new
to me, or I want to bounce it
off of someone. He’s avail-
able to me seven days a
week, even if he’s on vaca-
tion he will always say, ‘Let
me take a look at it and I’ll
give you a call back,” she
said. 

“He’s an incredible
teacher. Just like you’d
like a parent to be, he
doesn’t solve it for you, he
kind of leads you down an
path and you figure it out.
... I’ve been super lucky he
is such a giver in terms of
his time and sharing
resources. He’s a phenom-
enal human being.”

Judge Michael Apra-
hamian said Ramirez is an
unofficial mentor for him,
too. When Aprahamian
was named to the bench
seven years ago, “The first
thing he did was give me a
bunch of notes and a
checklist to help me out
going into criminal
(court) because I was a
commercial litigant. He
also said if you ever have
an issue just step off the
bench and call one of us. I
took him up several times
when I was thrown a
curveball,” Aprahamian
said. “He’s just a great col-
league and invaluable
resource for all of us
here.” 

In nominating Ramirez
for the distinction, Apra-
hamian, Bugenhagen and
Maxwell all wrote about
how Ramirez took them
under his wing, and how
he steps in to help others
in a time of need.

When the courthouse
was first feeling the
effects of the pandemic
and facing the challenge of
resolving cases with few if
any in-person hearings,
“Ralph was a true leader
to help our county
through this pandemic,”
Aprahamian wrote. 
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Waukesha Police Department
8:29 p.m. Saturday — A man went to the police sta-
tion, 1901 Delafield St., and said he has been “dating”
a prostitute for the past two weeks. He lent her his
vehicle to drive for the past several days and was sup-
posed to get it Sunday but had not yet. Phone contact was made
with the “girlfriend” who is out of state with the vehicle but will be
returning with it Thursday or Friday. She stated she had consent
and permission to take it on this trip. The male was advised that
because it was lent to her it will not be listed as stolen until she
fails to return it at the agreed-upon time with the officer.

>> See the complete weekend blotter on 5A.

Rodgers breaks
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SportsCenter
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‘None are more deserving’
Waukesha County Judge Ralph Ramirez

named 2021 state Judge of the Year

Service, mentorship and doughnuts earn high accolades

Submitted photos

Waukesha County Circuit Court Judge Ralph Ramirez has been named the 2021 Wiscon-
sin Judge of the Year by the Wisconsin State Bar Association’s Bench and Bar Committee.

>> At right: The Ramirez fam-
ily is seen in a recent photo.
Top, from left: Joseph
Ramirez, daughter Alicia Kiser
with husband Kevin Kiser,
Maria Ramirez; second row:
Renee and Ralph Ramirez
with grandchildren Harper
Kiser and Will Kiser.

See RAMIREZ, PAGE 2A

By Casey Harper
The Center Square 

WASHINGTON — As eco-
nomic figures cast doubt on
a post-COVID economic
boom, the latest polling
data show Americans lack
confidence in the economy
under President Joe Biden.

New polling data released
by Gallup Monday shows
Americans are not confi-
dent in the economy and
are largely unhappy with
the nation’s current trajec-
tory.

The poll found only 36%
of Americans are “satisfied
with the way things are
going.” Specifically on the
economy, Americans also
are pessimistic.

“Twenty-seven percent of
Americans now rate current
economic conditions as
excellent or good, while 30%
rate them as poor,” Gallup

reports. “Meanwhile, 43%
say the economy is getting
better, and 53% say it is get-
ting worse.”

Poll: More Americans
lack confidence 
in U.S. economy

AP Photo/Alex Brandon

President Joe Biden stands
during a performance of the
national anthem, during a virtu-
al Presidential Inaugural Prayer
Service in the State Dining
Room of the White House on
Jan. 21 in Washington.

See POLL, PAGE 6A
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PEWAUKEE — In a 4-3
vote, the Pewaukee School
Board decided Monday to
maintain mandatory face
masks for the last 12 days of
the school year. Masks are
now optional outdoors, how-
ever. 

In two subsequent and
unanimous votes, the board
also approved a plan to
make masks optional during
summer school and a pre-
liminary plan for next year,
which will also have more
relaxed mask rules — that
plan will be reviewed for
final approval in July. 

Multiple districts in
Waukesha County have at
this point made masks
optional, with the first
major district in the county
to do so being Waukesha,  in
a 5-4 vote earlier this month.

Palmyra Eagle made a deci-
sion to make masks optional
before Waukesha, but only a
minority of that district is
in Waukesha County, with
the majority being in Jeffer-
son County. Other districts
have kept their existing
mask policies for now. 

The Mukwonago School
Board voted last week to
make masks optional, with
the new policy taking effect
Monday. A letter circulated
last week from “Concerned
Citizens of Pewaukee”
signed with 242 names urged
the Pewaukee board to fol-
low suit and hold a vote.

Jennifer Murphy, one of
the parents circulating the
letter, spoke during citizens’

Bucks 
crush Heat 
in Game 2

SPORTS, 1B

Pewaukee 
School Board

maintains mask
requirements 

for now
To be optional
during summer

school

How they voted 
Brian Kammers — yes 
Jeanne Witthun — yes
Stacey Newcomer — no
Larry Dux — no
Steve Dankert — no 
Dacia Hopkins — yes 
Ann Wright — yes 

See PEWAUKEE, PAGE 6A
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PEWAUKEE — At his inau-
gural town hall meeting on
Monday, Waukesha County
Technical College President
Richard Barnhouse said he
anticipates a coming rapid
rise in technology similar to
the personal computing
boom of the 1980s. 

In particular, Barnhouse
said he sees the fields of arti-
ficial intelligence, battery cell
technology and robotics as
poised for significant growth
individually, but also collec-
tively as those technologies
merge together. 

“That’s going to change
industries across the board,
the way we live,” he said.
“We’re going to see a rapid,
rapid improvement in those
areas (and) we intend to be at
the forefront of that educa-
tionally as well... to make
sure we’re delivering the
workforce to manage and
maintain (those) technolo-
gies.” 

WCTC already has pro-
gramming in robotics and
similar areas, which will be
built upon, he said. 

“There is such a need for
mechanically minded (and)
technology based education,”
Barnhouse said, adding he’s
even a bit envious of students
in the Wisconsin Technical
College system today, because
of the opportunities avail-
able. 

“I can’t imagine a better
time to be coming out with a
technologically advanced
degree because the entire
planet is moving in this direc-
tion.” 

Barnhouse said the town
hall is an event designed for
WCTC to make itself accessi-
ble to taxpayers as a tax-fund-
ed institution. He said he’d
also like to expand dual-
enrollment offerings in the
area. 

“My goal in Waukesha
County is to have more high
school students graduating
with their associate’s degree
and high school diploma
simultaneously,” he said,
which allows students to get a
head start on their post high
school education or enter the
workforce directly sooner. 

Looking ahead, WCTC will
continue to offer in-person,
online and hybrid options for
students. 

Barnhouse said more town
hall meetings will be planned
for the future. 

WAUKESHA — Fire crews
and Waukesha Iron & Metal
employees worked together
Saturday to extinguish a fire
that started in a 50-foot scrap
metal pile.

There were no injuries or
fatalities.

According to a release
from the Waukesha Fire
Department, firefighters
were dispatched to Wauke-
sha Iron & Metal, 1340 E.
Main St., around 8:20 p.m.
Saturday for the report of a
structure fire. 

Once on scene three min-

utes later, crews found a
large pile of scrap metal
approximately 50 feet tall
with fire and smoke coming
from the top of it. The scrap
pile was isolated and the fire
was unable to spread,
according to the release. 

The department used two
ladder trucks to bring the
blaze under control. Employ-
ees from Waukesha Iron &
Metal responded and assist-
ed the fire department by
using cranes to pull the pile
apart so the fire could be
extinguished. 

The fire was extinguished
by 10 p.m. The cause of the
fire is undetermined. 

According to the release,
the owner of Waukesha Iron
& Metal stated they ran their
normal operation until
approximately 3 p.m., and
were on site performing
maintenance until approxi-
mately 7 p.m.

“The Fire Department
thanks the employees from
Waukesha Iron and Metal
who assisted with extin-
guishment of this fire,”
reads the release. 
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54years ago

May 25, 1967
Three 6 foot slabs of a con-

crete sidewalk leading to a
new city hall parking lot were
replaced this week after van-
dals damaged the original
walk.

Two 8 year old boys  admit-
ted to police they wrote their
names and drew small
swastikas in 10 slabs of con-
crete sidewalk when the con-
crete was hardening a week
ago Wednesday.

The gouging were so dam-
aging in three of the slabs
they had to be replaced at the
contractors expense, the
Becker Construction co., New
Berlin, general contractor for
the city hall project, estimat-
ed damage at $250. 

86years ago

May 25, 1935
If yesterday had been St.

Patrick's day this oddity could
have been easily explained,
but it was only May 24, when
both the White Sox and the
Cubs took a terrible licking,
not to mention being shutout.
At 760 feet the drillers sinking
a shaft for Waukesha's new
well at the corner of North
and Delafield streets struck
green shale which, when
brought to the surface by the
"bailer," looked all the world
like pigment for jade green
paint.

Superintendent Art
Kuranz, who said he was sure
I was interested in things
Irish (having seen me once
trying to down a glass of
green whiskey and green
shale must abound to these
parts because once before a
similar color was brought to
the surface when one of the
other deep city wells was
drilled.

— Local history compiled 
by Patrice Shanks;

pshanks@conleynet.com; 
262-513-2639

in Waukesha County

From The FREEMAN files

On this day

Ramirez
From Page 1A

He added Ramirez was
on numerous committees
to address the crisis and
wasn't hesitant to pick up
cases from heavy court
commissioner calendars
to ease their workload. “I
no doubt understand that
during this trying year,
many judges are worthy
of this prestigious award
— but in my opinion,
none are more deserving
than Ralph,” Aprahamian
wrote.

Art, science 
to being a judge

Ramirez said he was
honored to receive the
award, and to know how
many of his fellow judges
backed his receiving it.

He said he enjoys the
process of imparting
lessons of experience to
help other judges develop
their careers. Beyond
mentoring judges locally,
he also is part of the Judi-
cial College, helping
judges across the state
learn the ropes of wear-
ing the robe. He said those
who mentored him were
judges Donald Hassin Jr.
and Jim Kieffer, not just
in teaching him, but also
teaching by example in
how they did their job
when he practiced before
them.

"My position is there is
an art and a science to
being a judge. The science
is knowing the law and
knowing the cases and
being familiar with the
things we need to know,
but there is also an art to
being a judge and the art
to being a judge is being
able to run a courtroom,
the ability to maintain
control in your court-
room, not as an authori-
tarian but rather in a
proper and appropriate
and considerate manner
so that everybody who is
in that courtroom under-
stands I am listening to
what they have to say and
everybody’s going to get a
fair shake in that court-
room,” he said. 

Ramirez, the son and
grandson of migrant
workers, grew up in
Waukesha and graduated
from Waukesha South
High School in 1977. He

attended the University of
W i s c o n s i n - M a d i s o n
where he earned a degree
in political science in
1981, and followed that
with a law degree from
UW Law School in 1984.
He served as an assistant
district attorney in Eau
Claire County from 1984-
86, leaving that post for
the same job here in
Waukesha County from
1986-99. In 1999, he became
the first Latino elected to
the Waukesha County
bench. Judges Ness Flores
and Jess Martinez served
as judges, as well, after
being appointed; Flores
later won re-election. As
for the significance of
that, Ramirez said,
“Waukesha County elects
its officials based on qual-
ifications and commit-
ment to the  community,
and that’s important to
me.”

While criminal cases
often grab the headlines
from the courthouse —
and Ramirez has presided
over some of the higher-
profile cases in recent
years — he said there is
something both enjoyable
and challenging to each of
the divisions of the court-
house, which also
includes family court,
civil court, and juvenile
court. He said he started
in juvenile court and “I
think you realize every
one of those cases involv-
ing children and looking
at (Child In Need of Pro-
tective Services) cases
and (Termination of
Parental Rights) cases,
those cases are as big as
they get because it
involves children, their

lives, their formative
years and things that are
going to have an effect on
them as individuals and
indeed the community for
a very long time if you
don’t help them get the
right start.”

In addition to judicial
education, Ramirez is
part of the state’s CCAP
steering committee. He
also is on the board for
ProHealth Care, and in
the past has been active
with the Waukesha Noon
Rotary Club, local United
Way board, Waukesha
Public Library board, and
the Waukesha County Vol-
unteer Center, among oth-
ers. 

When not working,
Ramirez is spending time
with his family, which
includes his wife, Renee,
who runs the Community
Smiles Dental Clinics, as
well as three children and
two grandchildren. He
also enjoys the outdoors:
kayaking, biking, fishing,
hiking, hunting at his
place in Eagle River, as
well as being a “fair to
middling cook.”

But at the courthouse,
Ramirez has found anoth-
er way of serving: About
once a month he
announces a “10-0 dough-
nut code,” a play on the
police 10-codes to describe
incidents, springing for
doughnuts.

“It comes from doing
the right thing for people.
It’s something that I enjoy
doing. I think everybody
likes it. It’s a small thing
but the small things mat-
ter. It’s a token of my
appreciation for the peo-
ple that I work with.”

Lottery
Saturday, May 22

WISCONSIN
Daily Pick 3                         4-0-3
Daily Pick 4                      7-1-8-0 
Megabucks       8-16-22-29-34-42 
SuperCash       10-13-20-27-29-35
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Powerball               3-19-27-37-40
Powerball                                  8
Power Play                               2
Badger 5                  6-7-18-26-31 

Sunday, May 23
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                         6-0-0  
Daily Pick 4                       9-3-0-6  
SuperCash         6-14-23-28-31-39
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                  4-6-12-17-22  

Monday, May 24
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                         5-3-2 
Daily Pick 4                       2-3-5-1 
SuperCash         7-16-17-18-21-22
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Badger 5                 7-12-21-28-30

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
County is expediting the
process to remove its state
of emergency declaration. 

An ordinance to end the
state of emergency will be
considered by the Waukesha
County Board of Supervisors
at their meeting tonight. If
passed, the declaration could
end Wednesday when the
ordinance is signed by Coun-
ty Executive Paul Farrow. 

The state of emergency
was declared more than a
year ago, March 12, 2020. It
allowed the county to facili-
tate and expedite the use of
resources to protect resi-
dents from the impacts of
the spread of COVID-19
while ensuring continuity

of critical
o p e r a t i o n s
w i t h i n
W a u k e s h a
County. “Now
that the county is resuming
normal operations, tapping
into these emergency funds
is no longer necessary,”
Farrow said last week. 

Waukesha County has
focused on strategic areas
in fighting COVID-19 such
as contact tracing, testing,
data collection and visual-
ization, educational part-
nerships, and vaccination. 

More information about
Waukesha County’s COVID-
19 response is available at
www.waukeshacounty.gov/
covid19. 

County may end
COVID-19 state of
emergency tonight

Farrow: ‘Emergency
funds no longer necessary’

Farrow

WCTC town hall:
President talks

emerging industries,
opportunities 

Artificial intelligence, robotics, 
battery cell technology poised to rise 

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 536
■ Activity level: 59.0 cases per
100,000 people

■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 11,029.4
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 10,527.2
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.2%
■ State average fatality percent-
age: 1.1%

Total vaccine doses 
administered: 209,554

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 6,990
■ Positive tests: 608,583
■ Negative tests: 2,929,818

Waukesha County schools
and COVID-19

Active cases by district
■ Waukesha: 4
■ New Berlin: 1
■ Arrowhead Union: 0
■ Oconomowoc: 0
■ Mukwonago: 0
■ Pewaukee: 3

■ Elmbrook: 6
■ Hamilton: 1
■ Kettle Moraine: 4
■ Muskego-Norway: 2
■ Palmyra-Eagle: 0
■ Menomonee Falls: 1
■ West Allis-West Milwaukee: 1
■ Norris: 2
■ East Troy: 0
■ Waterford Union: 0 

This accounts for school-aged
children living within district
boundaries, not all of whom
may actually be enrolled.

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

Scrap metal burns Saturday 
at Waukesha Iron & Metal

Submitted photos

Fishing and snowshoeing are among Waukesha County Circuit Court Judge Ralph
Ramirez’s preferred pastimes at his property near Eagle River.

Judge Ralph Ramirez and his wife, Renee, are seen near
Eagle River.

www.facebook.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Like us on Facebook:

www.twitter.com/
WaukeshaFreeman

Follow us on Twitter:


