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Locals with
memory loss 
to have their 

stories preserved 
By Jake Ekdahl

jekdahl@conleynet.com
262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — The
Bridges Library System
has received a two-year
$35,000 grant from Bader
Philanthropies for the
Library Memory Project,
designed to serve those
with memory loss and pre-
serve their stories. 

Youth and Inclusive Ser-
vices Coordinator Angela
Meyers said the program is
“for folks that are living
with Alzheimer’s or other
forms of dementia, along
with their family members
or care partners.” 

Bridges libraries have
already been holding mem-
ory cafés for the past sever-
al years as opportunities
for patients and caretakers
to enjoy social engagement.
Meyers said it can be bene-
ficial to bring people who
are experiencing similar
circumstances together and
help them feel less alone. 

“It brings people together
that may be feeling isolated
because of their disease,”
she said. “It’s just getting
people out of their homes
and socialization and hav-
ing a good time with other
people.”

Through the new grant,
the Library Memory Pro-
ject will bring the Sto-
ryCorps from New York to
Waukesha County, where

locals with memory loss
will have their personal sto-
ries told in an interview
with a loved one or caretak-
er. Those stories are pre-
served for the family and,
with permission, can be
archived as a piece of local
history at the American
Folk Life Center in the
Library of Congress. 

A photo of the individu-
als from the interview is
taken, and the recording is
done via audio. 

The grant funds will go
towards training for
librarians and necessary
technology, as well as tech-
nical support for 18
months. 

Meyer said while Sto-
ryCorps has worked with
libraries in the past and on
memory loss, it’s likely
Bridges is the first library
system in the nation to
work with them on memo-
ry loss. “We’re spearhead-
ing that,” she said. “It’s
really a targeted initiative
with libraries to record
people’s stories.” 

The funding is currently
in the process of being
approved by the Waukesha
County Board of Supervi-
sors. County Chairman
Paul Decker said the pro-
gram will help “keep the
stories intact between gen-
erations.” 

Bridges Library System
serves both Waukesha and
Jefferson counties. 

Interviews are anticipat-
ed to take place through

2022 and 2023. Those inter-
ested in learning more can
reach out to Meyer at 262-896-
8245 and at librarymemo-
ryproject.org.  
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around $300,000 as opposed
to $450,000, the price for a
starter home in the county
at that time, Farrow said. 

“Coming out of that we
were actually at a good
point. In fact, one of the
ones that came to fruition
was Vista Run over in Sum-
mit,” he said.  “It actually
has three or five different
kinds of homes available.

And I think that could be a
model as we move forward
for how we are utilizing
space in Waukesha County,
because we aren’t growing
any new land.” 

Going forward, Farrow
said the goal will be work-
ing with municipalities in
the outer ring of Waukesha
County suburbs to allow for
more developments that
include smaller lot options. 

A June 2020 update to the
Southeastern Regional
Planning Commission’s
Vision 2050 plan found that
between 2010 and 2018, only
14 percent of the existing
subdivision lots in the coun-
ty were a quarter-acre in
size or less.

“It takes time for people to
realize that we need to make
a change as we move for-
ward,” Farrow said. 
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includes Waukesha, Racine,
Ozaukee, Kenosha, Wal-
worth, and Washington coun-
ties — were up by 26.6 percent
in May, Ruzicka notes that the
number of homes sold during
the month is still 5 percent
below where sales were in
May 2019. In Waukesha Coun-
ty, sales only increased by
about 9 percent. And in Wash-
ington County, they were
down by 7.5 percent. 

The problem, said Ruzicka,
continues to be the over-
whelming lack of single-fam-
ily homes on the market. 

“Right now inventory is at
2.6 months of supply. It’s
actually under a month if
you exclude all the houses on
MLS (the multiple listing ser-
vice) that are active with an
offer,” Ruzicka said. “We’re
kind of seeing a little bit of
cooling now (as far as the bid-
ding goes). But it’s going from
10 offers on a property that
was listed yesterday to five
offers on a property that was
listed last week. It’s like going
from a 104-degree fever to a
102-degree fever. It’s still a
fever.”

What gives? 
The reason for the lack of

listings here, and across the
country, isn’t just due to
COVID-19 supply chain and
labor impacts. 

“The situation we are in
right now is really a hang-
over from the Great Reces-
sion,” Ruzicka explained.
“Many people got out of the
building trades. At the same
time, household formation
never really stopped.” 

With increasing numbers
of Millennials entering the
housing market, and Baby
Boomers looking to downsize
into condos, it created the
perfect storm, especially
when COVID-19 hit. With no
new construction happening,
there was nothing to alleviate
the pressure, Ruzicka said. 

“Both supply and demand
are kind of on steroids right
now … if you are looking for
a 20-foot view, we are looking
at (things staying the same)
for several years down the
road,” he said. Demographics
aren’t expected to change sig-
nificantly in the coming
years, he added. Neither is
the shortage of people in the
building trades, which has

been impacting new home
construction for around 25
years. 

In order to reach a balanced
market, which would be six
months of inventory, the Mil-
waukee Metropolitan area —
Milwaukee, Washington,
Waukesha and Ozaukee
counties — needs 6,000 addi-
tional listings, Ruzicka wrote
in a May homes sales report
last week. In Waukesha
County, for instance, new
home listings actually
decreased in May by about 6
percent.

New builds 
As real estate agents and

homebuyers bemoan the lack
of available listings, home-
builders and developers have
been getting back to work. In
Waukesha County, there are
several subdivision projects
in the works, some designed
to help fill the region’s need
for entry-level homes. 

John Wahlen of Corner-
stone Development has been
working on a pair of develop-
ments in Waukesha County
that include newly built
homes and condominiums on
smaller lots that could offer
price tags more in line with
the budgets of younger fami-
lies or retirees. 

In Pewaukee, Cornerstone
is in the process of develop-
ing The Glen at Pewaukee
Lake. Slated to be constructed
on the buildable portions of
the roughly 14-acre St. Mary’s
Church property, the develop-
ment will include 46 ranch-
style, single-family homes. 

Wahlen has estimated that
home and lot packages in the
development would be some-
where around $450,000. 

Over in Waukesha, Corner-
stone is looking to develop
The Glen at Standing Stone.
Located off the northwest
corner of the Sunset Drive
and Les Paul Parkway, the
69.7-acre development is slat-
ed to have 64 double-duplex
condominium homes, 28
large-lot single-family homes,
and 16 smaller-lot single-fam-
ily homes. The larger-lot
homes are expected to accom-
modate houses between 1,600
and 2,600 square feet; the
smaller lots, homes between
1,400 and 1,800 square feet.
Home and lot packages for
the smaller-lot homes are
expected to be around
$410,000, with construction
starting sometime this sum-
mer. 

“What we wanted to do is
provide a variety of housing
styles to try to help people get
into home ownership, and
still hit price points,” Wahlen
said of the development. 

Material prices 
With some of the owner-

occupied condos he’s been
developing, Wahlen said he
had been hoping to hit price
points in the high $300,000s.
But with the rise in material
costs, especially lumber, that
just wasn’t possible.  

In April 2020 1,000 board
feet of lumber had an average
price of $336. In May of this
year, the price was roughly
$1,700. 

And while lumber prices
are forecasted to drop to
around $1,200/1,000 board
feet by April 2022, there are
other impacts in building
costs, including higher prices
for PVC pipe and steel garage
doors.  

‘Hurry up and wait’
For those still in the trench-

es, reading new home listings
with baited breath and per-
haps even a little exhaustion,
Ruzicka encourages a bit of
flexibility.  Being willing to
expand the area you want to
live, and/or purchase a fixer-
upper, are just a couple of
options. 

“A fixer upper will require
sweat equity to get the prop-
erty to what your standards
are, but a lot of people with
houses that need new paint or
siding might be willing to let
them go for less, so they don’t
have to make the updates
themselves,” Ruzicka said. 

While homes are expected
to mostly hold their value, at
least over the next 10 years,
Ruzicka warns against des-
perate homebuyers taking
risks that are too great. While
offering a few percentage
points over the asking prices
is fine, an offer of 10 or 20 per-
cent above asking is fool-
hardy, he said.  He also cau-
tions against waiving home
inspections and appraisals. 

“People need to be really
careful with that sort of
stuff,” he said. 

The best advice Ruzicka
can give buyers in this mar-
ket, he said, is the old adage:
“Hurry up and wait.”

“You really need to be
patient in this market, and
take your time, and be able to
jump on something as soon as
you see it,” he said. 
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Lottery

Wednesday, June 16
WISCONSIN 

Daily Pick 3                         2-2-3 
Daily Pick 4                       3-4-9-2 
Megabucks           4-5-11-15-22-8 
SuperCash         8-18-21-22-28-37
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball              19-29-34-44-50
Powerball                                  25
Power Play                                 2
Badger 5               10-20-21-22-23 

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.

801 N. Barstow St., P.O. Box 7,
Waukesha, WI 53187
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before,” said Community
Advocates Housing Strategy
Director Deb Heffner. “This
rent assistance exists to help
people who have had a loss
of income and really an
effort to get back on track.” 

One of those people was
Gina LaSusa, a renter in
Mukwonago. 

“I was let go from my job
during COVID,” she said,
adding that with her daugh-
ter being at home for unpre-
dicted two-week stretches
due to the pandemic and her
job not accommodating
remote work, the situation
was unsustainable — she
fell behind 12 weeks on rent. 

“It really was a great expe-
rience dealing with this pro-
gram,” LaSusa said. “I can’t
thank (Case Manager)
Gabriel (Drinkwater)
enough for the best cus-
tomer service I’ve ever had...
He was a very nice guy and
helped me through the way.”
She’s since gotten a new job
and is working again. 

The program helps land-
lords, too. James Jensen,
who rents out a New Berlin
property, said he’d recom-
mend it. 

“I’ve been very pleased
with the way it works,” he
said. “It helps the landlord,
it helps the tenant.”   

Waukesha County Execu-
tive Paul Farrow said about
$12 million was allocated to
Waukesha County to admin-
ister the program. “When
you look at what the state
and federal government
have done, trying to help

people as we work through
the impacts of COVID on
our lives, the emergency
rental assistance program
was put together to help peo-
ple out (and) if they need
assistance we’re here to
help,” he said. “If they fall
within the category, we’re
here to help them to make
sure they can stay in their
apartments.” 

Heffner said evictions can
be harmful to a person’s

rental record, and this pro-
gram offers an  alternative.
Those who have lost income
or were receiving unem-
ployment are among the eli-
gible. 

To learn more about eli-
gibility and potentially
apply, visit communityad-
vocates.net or call 414-270-
4646. 

“We try to provide ways on
the website to streamline the
process,” Heffner said. 

By Chuck Delsman
Special to The Freeman

MONCHES — It just might
be the best small town, one-
day festival in all of Wiscon-
sin. There’s no other way to
describe the annual Monch-
es Chickenfest.

And if you’re looking for
some delicious grilled chick-
en, served with all the trim-
mings, live music, Little
League baseball and girls
softball games, a bags tour-
nament and plenty of fun,
the Monches Recreation
Park at the intersection of
Highway E and Center Oak
Road in Monches is the place
to be this Saturday.

The day will begin with
the bags tournament and the
baseball and softball games
at 11 a.m. From there more
activities will take place at

noon and the fabulous chick-
en dinners will be served
from 2:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Not
to mention there will be
plenty of cold beverages
available as well.

And then the music will
take over starting at 7 p.m.
when the band Country
Tribute Legends will play
until 11 p.m. under the huge
shelter.

“There’s something to do
for every member of the
family, both young and old,”
said Monches Recreation
Club President Marty Iver-
son. “This is our biggest
fundraiser of the year and
Chickenfest supports almost
all of our youth baseball and
softball programs. The nice
thing is that we have so
many of our members,
friends and others who vol-
unteer their time to make

this happen. It takes a lot of
people, about 60 to 80, to get
this done. Without all of that
support it wouldn’t take
place. And a lot of these peo-
ple have been helping us for
many years.”

Chickenfest has grown
into one of the largest and
most successful festivals in
the state over the years. The
first was held in 2000 and a
total of 440 dinners were
served that year. Each year
Chickenfest became more
popular and several years
ago the club served a record
1,800 chicken dinners.

The grilled chicken din-
ners cost $10 per plate when
tickets are purchased in
advance, $12 each on Satur-
day. Tickets are for sale now
at the Monches Ballpark, Ox
& Cat’s in Monches, Erin Inn
and the Merton Feed Compa-

ny. It’s suggested that tickets
be purchased in advance but
dinners may be purchased
on Saturday as well.

“It helps us a lot when peo-
ple buy their chicken dinner
tickets in advance,” Iverson
added. “It helps us plan so
we make sure we have
enough for everyone.”

The meal includes one-
half grilled chicken, potato
salad, cole slaw, rolls and
dessert.

Iverson is planning  on

selling 1,600 chicken dinners
this year.

“This is a special day for
the Monches Recreation
Club and all of its mem-
bers,” Iverson said. “We
have some very hardwork-
ing and dedicated members
that make this happen every
year. And we’re lucky

enough to have so many oth-
ers that our friends of our
members or just people from
around the community that
come and volunteer their
time. It’s like a family affair
all day long for us. 

“We invite everyone to
come out and have a great
dinner and good time.”

‘A great dinner and good time’
Monches Chickenfest is coming up on Saturday

Submitted photo

Chickens are prepared for a previous Monches Chickenfest.

Submitted photo 

Community Advocates Case Manager Gabriel Drinkwater
works at his desk to process rental assistance applications.

Bridges Library System receives
memory project grant
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