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WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Police Depart-
ment is investigating a hit-

and-run accident after a driv-
er hit a biker and fled the
scene in Waukesha on Satur-

day.
According to the blotter,

the incident occurred at 4:48

p.m. in the 400 block of North
Hartwell Avenue. The man
was awake and was unable to
give a description of the vehi-
cle. The front of the vehicle
should be damaged with yel-

low paint transferred from
the bike.

Police Capt. Dan Baumann
told The Freeman that the vic-
tim is OK and that the acci-
dent is being investigated.

Baumann said anyone with
further information about
the accident, or anyone who
may have witnessed the acci-
dent, should contact the
department at 262-524-3831.

WAUKESHA — A second annual
EKG Testing event will be held Aug.
23, sponsored by Kai11Save-A-Heart
Mission to screen youth for heart
conditions. 

The event will be held from 10 a.m
to  3 p.m. The Kai11 Save-A-Heart
Mission in partnership with HeartS-
mart EKG has 500 EKG screening
spots available to all high school stu-
dents.

This will be the first multi-school
event and testing of this size in Wis-
consin.

The event is named after Kai Ler-
mer, a Waukesha North High School
athlete who died in 2019 due to an
undiagnosed heart condition. Ler-
mer never showed symptoms and
completed the standard WIAA physi-
cal every year. 

After his passing, Lermer’s family
was told that an EKG test could have
discovered the heart condition and
saved his life. 

“You think this can’t happen to
your child, to your family. It can.
Since Kai passed away in April of
2019, I am personally aware of five
sudden cardiac arrests impacting
young adults in southeast Wiscon-
sin, three of the five did not survive.
Sign up your children now by follow-
ing the included link,” said Mike
Lermer, board member of the Kai
Lermer Memorial Fund. 

The cost is $20 per student and the
test takes just 15 minutes. 

The event will be held at 1721
Northview Road on the southeast
corner of Northview and Grandview
roads at Fox River Christian
Church. In addition to offering EKG
screenings the event will be expand-
ed to include CPR training offered
by Dibbs17 and AED training from
the Waukesha Fire Department.
Pina Food Truck will be participat-
ing and donating 5% of their sales to
support The Kai11 Save-A-Heart
Mission. T-shirts and other items
will be available to purchase from
your high school or the Kai11 Save-
A-Heart Mission. 

“This is no longer just an EKG
screening event; this event will now
help raise awareness across south-
east Wisconsin on the risks of SCA
in young adults. This event will save
lives. Stop over to learn CPR or how
to use an AED, grab lunch or buy a
T-shirt for a good cause. Most impor-
tantly, speak to one of your Wiscon-
sin State Representatives,” said Paul
Ybarra, of the Kai Lermer Memorial
Fund. 

Wisconsin state Rep. Scott Allen,
R-Waukesha, will be attending the
event from 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Allen
will be available to discuss updates
on AB82, The Kai11 Bill, which is
currently under review with the
Wisconsin Assembly Education
Committee.

To sign up, visit https://hearts-
martekg.org/.

WAUKESHA — The Bridges
Library System’s “Library Memory
Project” initiative is the recipient of
the 2021 ABOS Innovation in Out-
reach Programming Award, spon-
sored by the Association of Bookmo-
bile and Outreach Services.

According to a press release, the
award recognizes a library’s
achievement in planning and imple-
menting an innovative or creative
outreach program, which has had a
measurable impact on its communi-
ty.

The Library Memory Project
(LMP) is an initiative of the Bridges
Library System, which serves 24
public libraries in Jefferson and
Waukesha counties. 

Through a partnership with the
Alzheimer’s Association Wisconsin
Chapter and local Aging and Disabil-
ity Resource Centers, the project
offers monthly social opportunities
for those with memory loss and their
caregivers.

“The Bridges Library System has
been a consistent presence in every-
thing I have experienced in the com-
munity for many years and shows no
signs of slowing down,” said Tim
Harrington, community outreach
coordinator at the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation Wisconsin Chapter. “It is
always a pleasure to partner with
them, as we always know the result
of each event will be a success and
reach many community members.”

HARTLAND — The Hartland
Police Department, along with its
partners in the Summit,
Oconomowoc, Chenequa,
Oconomowoc Lake, and Pewaukee
police departments, will participate
in a “Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over” campaign Wednesday, Aug. 18
through Labor Day (Monday, Sept.
6). 

The statewide law enforcement
partnership aims to keep people
safer on the roads by eliminating the
risks of impaired driving, according
to a Hartland Police Department
press release. 

Someone is killed in an alcohol-

related traffic crash every three
hours in Wisconsin, the release
states. Last year in Wisconsin, there
were 6,050 alcohol-related crashes,
including 167 deaths. Alcohol con-
tributed to more than a quarter of
all traffic fatalities. Last year, there
were 2,250 drug-related crashes that
caused 80 deaths.

“Traffic deaths and injuries are
preventable,” Hartland Police Lt.
Brian DeBarge said. "Whether it's
alcohol, legal prescriptions or illegal
drugs, impaired drivers endanger
everyone. As the summer travel sea-
son comes to an end, we want all
drivers to be responsible."

WAUKESHA — The Waukesha
Parks, Recreation & Forestry Depart-
ment announced the first Grown Up
Movie in the Park will have a groovy
theme — featuring “Saturday Night
Fever.”

According to a press release, the
event will take place this Thursday in
Cutler Park, 321 Wisconsin Ave., and
include a DJ playing ’70s tunes, a cos-
tume contest with prizes valued at $35
courtesy of Tofte’s Table and Steaming
Cup and concessions. “We’re excited to
offer up a night for adults in the park,”

Joanna Adamicki, special events coor-
dinator, said. “Dig out the bell bottoms
or the white suit and come out for a fun
grown-up night in the park! Prizes for
the best ’70s costumes too.” Conces-
sions open at 5:30 p.m. and include bev-
erage offerings from Mob Craft Brew-
ing, food from Mr. Greens and ice
cream from Purple Door. 

A DJ will play top ’70s music also
starting at 5:30 p.m. The Best ’70s Cos-
tume Contest will take place at 7:30
p.m. Saturday Night Fever (PG) will
begin at 8 p.m.

MILWAUKEE — The historic Gas
Light Building in downtown Mil-
waukee will undergo a cosmetic
update to restore the facade’s tran-
som windows to replicate its origi-
nal glass design, M & J Wilkow
announced Tuesday.

Completed in 1930, the building at
626 E. Wisconsin Ave., is known for
its distinctive art deco design. The
building was acquired in 2015 by a
joint venture between Chicago busi-
nessman and philanthropist
Richard H. Driehaus and Chicago-
based M & J Wilkow, Ltd.

The exterior bronze screen and

windows above the main entry of
the of the building had been
removed at some point and were
replaced with solid metal panels. 

This restoration work will honor
the original design by recreating the
decorative bronze entry screen
while opening the lobby to more
daylight, a press release states. 

“We are very excited to be restoring
this prominent feature of this historic
building,” said Greg Mast, assistant
vice president of office property man-
agement at M & J Wilkow. 

The project is expected to be com-
pleted by late September.
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Efforts made by Wisconsin Monarch Collaborative partners have helped grow and improve habitat for
monarchs and other pollinators in Wisconsin.

MADISON — Wisconsin
monarchs looking for milk-
weed to lay their eggs on will
now find hundreds of thou-
sands of more acres of habitat
in Wisconsin thanks to volun-
tary efforts by organizations
and individuals statewide, the
Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources announced.

According to a press release,
the Wisconsin Monarch Collab-
orative formed in 2018 to volun-
tarily plant milkweed and wild-
flowers on a massive scale to
help reverse an 80% decline
over the last 20 years in the
eastern population of monar-
chs that breed and migrate
through Wisconsin and other
states.

Participants in the Wisconsin
Monarch Collaborative include
DNR representatives and other
state and federal agencies, as
well as local groups.

The group encourages plant-
ing and maintaining native
milkweed and native wildflow-
ers.

“Wisconsin Monarch Collab-
orative members expect that
the pace of milkweeds and nec-
tar plants added to Wisconsin’s
landscape will pick up,” Bren-
na Jones, DNR conservation
biologist, said. “There is an
unprecedented level of atten-
tion and funding now going to
monarch and other pollinator
habitats both nationally and in
Wisconsin. Governments, non-

profits and individuals are all
focusing on the task.”

Some accomplishments
announced from the group
include 105,000 reported new or
enhanced acres of habitat, the
bulk on DNR state natural
areas; 205,000 acres enrolled in
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Conservation Reserve
Program; 822 monarch-specific
conservation projects assisted
by Pheasants Forever Farm Bill
biologists; six demonstration
sites to teach and inspire; 85,000
copies of a Wisconsin plant list
for monarchs sent to Wisconsin
homes; and 184 Wisconsin orga-
nization and individuals have
taken the pledge to help monar-
chs. 

Monarch habitat takes off
in Wisconsin

DNR announces new accomplishments, funding

Biker hit by vehicle off trail on Hartwell Avenue

WAUKESHA — Helping
Hearts, Waukesha State Bank’s
employee volunteer group,
recently donated backpacks
filed with school supplies for
students at Hawthorne Elemen-
tary School in Waukesha. 

“Through the generosity of
Waukesha State Bank employ-
ees, 55 fully supplied backpacks
were donated to Hawthorne
Elementary third-grade stu-

dents,” said Joe Czech-Swan-
son, Helping Hearts board
chair and Waukesha State
Bank team supervisor/person-
al banker, in a statement.

Following the donation, on
registration day each third-
grade student will have the
opportunity to pick out a free
backpack full of all the sup-
plies they’ll need for the school
year.

Helping Hearts began thirty
years ago as a way for bank
employees to join in the cru-
sade of serving the residents
and nonprofit organizations in
Waukesha County. The group
organizes a variety of volun-
teer projects and community
service opportunities through-
out the year, such as dress casu-
al days, collection drives, vol-
unteer events and more.

Waukesha State Bank donates school 
supplies to Hawthorne Elementary 

MILWAUKEE (AP) — The
family of one of the two men
fatally shot during a demonstra-
tion against police violence in
Kenosha, Wisconsin, has filed a
federal civil lawsuit against
local law enforcement, accusing
officers of facilitating Kyle Rit-
tenhouse’s shootings.  

Anthony Huber was partici-
pating in an Aug. 25 protest
sparked by the police shooting of
Jacob Blake two days earlier.
The black man, who had an out-
standing warrant for domestic
abuse, was left partially para-
lyzed after he was shot in the
back by police during a domes-
tic disturbance call.  

Rittenhouse, who is white,
was 17 at the time and traveled
from his home in Antioch, Illi-
nois, and joined other armed
individuals in Kenosha who
answered a call from local mili-
tia to protect businesses from
protesters.  

According to prosecutors, Rit-
tenhouse opened fire on Huber,
26, and Joseph Rosenbaum, 36,
killing them. Gaige Grosskreutz
was also shot, but survived his
injuries. The three men are
white. 

Rittenhouse maintains he
fired in self-defense, but prose-
cutors have charged him with
reckless homicide, recklessly

endangering safety, attempted
first-degree intentional homi-
cide and being a minor in pos-
session of a dangerous weapon.  

The plaintiffs allege in the
lawsuit, filed in the U.S. Eastern
District of Wisconsin in Mil-
waukee, that the defendants
‘‘deputized these armed individ-
uals, conspired with them, and
ratified their actions by letting
them patrol the streets armed
with deadly weapons to mete out
justice as they saw fit.’’  

Kenosha County Sheriff’s
Department spokesman Sgt.
David Wright said officials
planned to issue a statement on
the lawsuit later.  

Family of man killed during
Kenosha protests files lawsuit

MILWAUKEE — A new poll
shows nearly a third of Demo-
cratic primary voters support
school choice.

The Wisconsin Federation for
Children on Tuesday released
the poll from the Remington
Research Group, polling group
headquartered in Kansas City,
Mo.

The poll shows support
among Democrats in Milwau-
kee County for both school
vouchers and public charter
schools. The survey was con-
ducted July 27 through July 29,
and polled 766 likely 2022 Demo-

cratic Primary Election voters.
The margin of error is +/- 3.3%.

The question on vouchers
asked: “School voucher pro-
grams provide a state-funded
payment to families for their
children to attend a private
school. Generally speaking, do
you support or oppose the con-
cept of school voucher pro-
grams?”

Pollsters say 31% of people
asked said they support vouch-
ers, while 49% oppose them.
But the Federation says anoth-
er 20% didn’t have an opinion,
which means voters are nearly

evenly split.
It’s a similar breakdown

when it comes to charter
schools.

The pollsters asked: “Public
charter schools are schools that
have independence from many
school district rules. Generally
speaking, do you support or
oppose the concept of public
charter schools?”

Thirty percent of voters said
they support public charter
schools, while 44% said they
opposed them. Twenty-five per-
cent of voters didn’t have an
opinion.

Poll: More than 30% of Dem primary 
voters in Milwaukee support school choice

MADISON — Madison and
Dane County residents will have
to wear their masks once again.

The city and county’s joint
public health office, Public

Health Madison & Dane County,
on Tuesday reinstated its indoor
mask mandate.

The new mandate takes effect
Thursday.

PHMDC director Janel Hein-
rich said a spike in coronavirus
positives, driven by the delta
variant, forced the return of the
mask mandate.

Madison, Dane County reinstate mask mandates


