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OCONOMOWOC — The
Oconomowoc Festival of the
Arts is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this weekend at
Fowler Park from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. 

Pushing past the disap-
pointment of having to can-
cel last year’s event due to the
pandemic, festival organizers
are celebrating the opportu-
nity to bring the beloved fine
arts event back to the
sparkling shores of Fowler
Lake. 

“We’ve rallied our forces,
and everyone is excited to
present a wonderful festival.
It is the best thing
Oconomowoc has to offer

with original fine art, cul-
ture, and live entertainment.
We’re really proud to be a
part of it,” said Festival of
the Arts President Phil Hein-
le in an interview earlier this
year with the Oconomowoc
Enterprise.   

Here is the lineup for the
remaining events of Festival
Week this week:

■ Downtown Oconomowoc
Beer Garden: Thursday-Sat-
urday, Village Green Park
www.downtowno-
conomowoc.org

■ Yoga on the Green: 8 to 9
a.m. Saturday, Village Green
Park   www.abundantjoyyo-
ga.com 

■ Summer Farmers Mar-
ket: 8 a.m. to noon Saturday,
Campus Lot – 155 W. Wiscon-
sin Ave.
www.oconomowoc.org

■ Oconomowoc Festival of
the Arts: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-
urday-Sunday, Fowler Park
www.oconomowocarts.org

■ Light Up the Lake –
Lighted Boat Parade,
Oconomowoc Legion Band
Concert & Fireworks: 7:30 to
10 p.m. Saturday, City Beach
www.VisitOconomowoc.com 

For more information,
visit online at
www.oconomowocarts.org
and www.facebook.com/
OCONFOA.

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC — The
Oconomowoc Common
Council approved the
requested zoning change,
land use plan amendment
and planned development
overlay for Journey21 — an
independent living facility
for people with intellectual
and developmental disabili-
ties — Tuesday night by a
vote of 5-2. 

Aldermen Chas
Schellpeper and Matt Rosek
were the two dissenting
votes. 

There was a public hear-
ing held before the meeting
on the topic in which about a
dozen people came out to
support the project and
argue why it was good for
the city. The crux of most of
the speakers’ arguments
was that the people who
would live at Journey21 are
just like anybody else and
want a place to call their
own. 

Carolyn Hoffman, a
Delafield resident who has a
son named Sam who works
and recreates in
Oconomowoc, said she was
grateful for the city consid-
ering the rezoning for Jour-
ney21 because of how long
she has been looking for sus-

tainable housing for her son. 
“When Sam was 2, I was

told he would never walk or
talk, but after thousands of
hours of occupational
speech and therapy sessions
and medication trials, Sam
can walk and Sam can talk
and Sam can hold down a
part-time job,” Hoffman
said. “Like everybody else,
Sam has a right to live in a
home that he loves in an
area that he loves.” 

After the public hearing
the council began dis-
cussing the applicant’s
request regarding the zon-
ing change from suburban
residential and business
park to residential multi-
unit low. 

Despite comments from
the applicant, Jon Spheeris
of Coldwell Banker Elite
and Jim Marriott of Mar-
riott Construction, the dis-
cussion on the proposal was
not centered around who
would be living at the facili-
ty, but rather the larger zon-
ing picture. 

After Hackney House was
approved for 300 apartments
just west of the Journey21
site, aldermen called the
zoning in the area “piece-
mealed.”

Rosek said he voted
against the Journey21 devel-
opment because he aims to
be consistent. He voted

against the Hackney House
development because it was
also a piecemealed zoning
site, he said. 

“I think it’s incumbent
upon us — whether it’s this
project or any project —
that we address those issues
out there, that we address
the sewer (residency equiva-
lency connections), that we
address the plan so that this
doesn’t happen again where
we have development people
may or may not be happy
with. 

“At the end of the day this
is a good project … But I
don’t think we should
change the land use plan at
this time.” 

Alderman Matt Mulder
said the master plan certain-
ly has issues and that it
needs to be redone, but does-
n’t believe now — before
this project — is the right
time to do it. 

“I don’t see why this par-
ticular project trips that
switch,” Mulder said. “… I
don’t think this is the prop-
er place to stop. We should
stop before we have pro-
posals in front of us and
when we still have a can-
vas out there we want to
repaint is the time to do it,
not when someone has
spent this amount of time
and energy and gotten
this kind of seemingly

universal support for their
project.” 

Other business 
Prior to the Common

Council meeting, Chief
James Pfister requested two
new officers be funded for
the upcoming budget during
the Personnel Committee
meeting. One of which
would be funded by the Com-
munity Oriented Police Ser-
vices grant from the federal
government. 

There was discussion from
most of the council, howev-
er, suggesting the police
department might need
more officers — given the
city’s increase in population
evidenced by the new census
data — to lower its ratio of
officers to people in the city. 

Ultimately, the committee
voted 2-1 in favor of recom-
mending two new officers be
included in next year’s bud-
get. Aldermen Matt Mulder
and Karen Spiegelberg voted
in favor. Alderman Lou
Kowieski dissented, citing
he wanted three officers to
be added rather than just
two. 

COLGATE — This fall,
Morning Star Productions
offers “Escape from the
GULAG,” an experiential
theater engagement on an
outdoor trail which takes
audience members into the
world of a Soviet gulag set in
1952.

In early 2001 and 2003,
American students under
the direction of author/edu-
cator David Hosford deliv-
ered a course on the horrors
of the 19th century Soviet
gulag, the calculated
destruction of millions of
Soviets and foreigners
including American citi-
zens. His students traveled
to Russia to hear the stories
of just some of the sur-
vivors. Through their inter-
preters, the students heard
the voices of men and
women who were tortured,
starved and exiled from a
period beginning in 1919
through the mid-1950s.

The story of the nazi Holo-
caust and the extermination
of six million Jews is well-
known. However, the toll of
human life through the Sovi-
et camps and exile into inhu-

mane conditions has been
estimated to be anywhere
from three to 20 million.

The audience members, 10
at a time, are lightly cos-
tumed, arrested on trumped
up charges, “tried” at the
interrogation tent, sent to
the prison barracks and
eventually obtained a code
to get past the guards at the
guard tower. They have one
hour to escape.

Shows will be held Sept. 25
and 26 and Oct. 30 and 31
every 10 minutes Saturdays
from 2:30-4 p.m. and 6:30
p.m.-8 p.m. and Sundays
from 2:30-4 p.m. on the out-
door trail behind Wooded
Hills Church, 777 Highway
164.

Tickets can be purchased
at app.arts-people.com/
index.php?show=126627.
Field trips for students are
available from Sept. 27
through October at morn-
ingstarproductions.org/fiel
d-trips---escape-from-the-
gulag.html. 

For more information,
visit morningstarproducti-
nos.org or call 414-228-5220
ext. 119. 
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WISCONSIN
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SuperCash         3-17-18-27-32-38
SuperCash Doubler: No 
Powerball              35-36-51-55-61
Powerball                                 26
Power Play                                2  
Badger 5                 5-11-14-22-25

262-542-2500
Hours: M-F  8 a.m.- 5 p.m.
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WAUKESHA — The Waukesha
Public Library announced
Wednesday that “The House on
Mango Street” is the latest Wauke-
sha Reads title.

The book by Sandra Cisneros
has been chosen as the Waukesha
Reads title to celebrate 15 years of
community-wide reading. Event
calendars and free copies of the
book will be available at the
Waukesha Public Library starting
Sept. 7. 

The Waukesha Public Library is
located at 321 Wisconsin Ave.,
Waukesha.

Activities will take place Sept. 18
through Nov. 2, 2021. Fourteen
events and seven public book dis-
cussions will be offered during the
month of October — aiming to
reflect on different perspectives
and to inspire conversation and discovery. 

Bruce Gay, director of the Waukesha Public Library, said
he is happy to be offering the program after a year that has
been difficult for many people. 

“This year marks the 15th anniversary of Waukesha
Reads, and we’re excited to be offering a wide range of
events to help bring the community together,” he said. 

Since 2007, the Waukesha Public Library has led this com-
munity-wide reading initiative to broaden the understand-
ing of our world, our communities and ourselves through
the joy of sharing a good book. 

The library announced they are proud to collaborate with
a wide range of local partners, including educational insti-
tutions, arts organizations and area businesses to offer the
program to the community. 

For more information, visit WaukeshaReads.org or call
the reference desk at 262-524-3682.

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 595
■ Activity level: 414.4 cases
per 100,000 people

■ Cases per 100,000 popu-
lation: 11,563.3
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 11,097.5
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.3%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.2%

Total vaccine doses 
administered: 236,149

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 7,499
■ Positive tests: 641,5553
■ Negative tests: 3,097,626

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin 

Department of Health Services

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

BROOKFIELD — The
Common Council on Tues-
day voted 10-4 to deny a pro-
posal regarding gerryman-
dering, which was previous-
ly recommended for denial
by the Legislative and
Licensing Committee. 

If approved, the resolu-
tion would have had the city
send a letter to the gover-
nor, legislative leaders and
others officially declaring
support for an amendment
to the state constitution giv-

ing the responsibility of
legislative redistricting to a
non-partisan commission. 

During public comment,
several locals spoke in favor
of the resolution and some
issued additional state-
ments afterward. 

Carl Lock, a Town of
Brookfield resident advocat-
ing for the resolution, said
“gerrymandering is wrong
regardless of which party
practices it... Eliminating
gerrymandering in Wiscon-
sin will never occur without
a major grassroots effort
supported by local and
county government. This

goal can be achieved if
enough people realize its
importance and see its
direct connection to what’s
happening in Madison
today.”  

Aldermen Mike Hallquist
and Brad Blumer, who put
forward the resolution late
last year, both showed sup-
port for the measure. Those
two aldermen made up half
the dissenting vote Tuesday,
while Alderman Christo-
pher Blackburn and Alder-
woman Kathryn Wilson
also voted against disap-
proving the resolution. 

Gerrymandering is a

practice of drawing district
boundaries to favor one
party despite overall voter
preference. Wisconsin and
other states, such as Illi-
nois, have been found to
have made use of gerry-
mandering to heavily
advantage one political
party over another, Republi-
cans in the former case and
Democrats in the latter. 

Objectors to the resolu-
tion said gerrymandering is
outside Brookfield’s
purview as a municipality.
Alderman Gary Makhorn
voiced concern over setting
a precedent where the coun-

cil might issue statements
on future topics outside its
direct control, even at the
national level. 

“It doesn’t belong for dis-
cussion here,” he said.  

Alderman Bill Carnell
said questions remained
over what a nonpartisan
commission would look like
or how it would work. 

“There’s a reality that
some movements are
national because what they
are pushing for is so bla-
tantly, obviously wrong, you
see it in all levels of govern-
ment,” Hallquist said. 

“Ultimately, when we look
at what’s happening in Wis-
consin, you may not feel
like gerrymandering is an

issue that’s impacting
Brookfield residents. Clear-
ly Alderman Blumer and I
do, and certainly our resi-
dents do as well... just
because you don’t like an
issue doesn’t make it inher-
ently partisan.” 

Brookfield resident Erin
Booher said fair maps are
essential to a democratic
election. 

“Without a fair and demo-
cratic process here in Wis-
consin, we cannot possibly
enact laws and policies that
reflect the will of our peo-
ple,” Booher said. “Deci-
sions should reflect majori-
ty-held views and attitudes
and not those of a loud and
power-hungry minority.”

Brookfield council denies gerrymandering proposal
Community members advocate for proposal in public comments

Morning Star Productions
offers chance to ‘Escape

from the GULAG’

‘The House on Mango
Street’ announced as new

Waukesha Reads title

Photo courtesy of the Wauke-
sha Public Library

The cover of “The
House on Mango
Street” by Sandra
Cisneros.

Submitted rendering

The Lodge at Journey21 will be the home to the apartments at Journey21. The site will also have cottages and an enrichment
center for activities.

Oconomowoc’s Journey21 
independent living facility approved 

PD to create two new officer positions

Festival of the Arts to
be held this weekend 


