
WILD ANIMALS AND PLANTS  29.60457 Updated 19−20 Wis. Stats.

Updated 2019−20 Wis. Stats.  Published and certified under s. 35.18.  August 5, 2021.

2019−20 Wisconsin Statutes updated through 2021 Wis. Act 74 and through all Supreme Court and Controlled Substances
Board Orders filed before and in effect on August 5, 2021.  Published and certified under s. 35.18.  Changes effective after August
5, 2021, are designated by NOTES. (Published 8−5−21)

department receives from the sale of these skins shall be credited
to the appropriation account under s. 20.370 (1) (Lq).

History:  1991 a. 254; 1997 a. 248 ss. 416 to 419, 644; Stats. 1997 s. 29.597; 2005
a. 284, 394; 2011 a. 168.

29.598 Outdoors skills training.  (1) PROGRAM COORDINA-
TION.  The department and the board of regents of the University
of Wisconsin System shall enter into an agreement with an estab-
lished national organization that provides training to persons who
are interested in learning about the outdoor skills needed by
women to hunt, fish, camp, canoe and undertake other outdoor
recreational activities in order to provide that type of training to
interested persons.

(2) MATCH.  No moneys may be paid from the appropriation
account under s. 20.370 (1) (mu) for the costs associated with the
agreement under sub. (1), unless the organization described in
sub. (1) demonstrates that it has contributed an equal amount to
pay for those costs.  The matching contribution may be in the form
of money or in−kind goods or services.

History:  1999 a. 9; 2011 a. 32.

SUBCHAPTER IX

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

29.601 Noxious substances.  (1) EXPLOSIVES; STUPEFAC-
TIVES.  (a)  No person may do any of the following:

1.  Take, capture or kill fish or game of any variety in any
waters of this state by means of dynamite or other explosives or
poisonous or stupefying substances or devices.

2.  Place in any waters of this state explosives which might
cause the destruction of fish or game, except when authorized by
the department for the purpose of raising dead bodies, clearing a
channel or breaking a log or ice jam.

3.  Have in the possession or under the control of the person,
upon any waters of this state, any dynamite or other explosives or
poisonous or stupefying substances or devices for the purpose of
taking, catching or killing fish or game.

(b)  Whoever violates this subsection shall be fined not more
than $500 or imprisoned for not more than 90 days or both.

(2) POISON.  No person may use, set, lay or prepare in any of
the waters of this state any poison or any other substance deleteri-
ous to fish life.

(3) DELETERIOUS SUBSTANCES.  (a)  No person may throw or
deposit, or permit to be thrown or deposited, into any waters
within the jurisdiction of the state any lime, oil, tar, garbage,
refuse, debris, tanbark, ship ballast, stone, sand, except where per-
mitted by s. 30.12 (3) (a) 1., slabs, decayed wood, sawdust, saw-
mill refuse, planing mill shavings or waste material of any kind,
or any acids or chemicals or waste or refuse arising from the man-
ufacture of any article of commerce, or any other substance delete-
rious to game or fish life.

(b)  Paragraph (a) does not apply to authorized drainage and
sewage from municipalities and industrial or other wastes dis-
charged from mines or commercial or industrial or ore processing
plants or operations, through treatment and disposal facilities
installed and operated in accordance with plans submitted to and
approved by the department under chs. 281, 285 or 289 to 299 or
in compliance with orders of the department.  Any order is subject
to modification by subsequent orders.

(c)  1.  Any person violating this subsection shall forfeit not
more than $200.  Each day of a continuing violation is a separate
offense.

2.  Any person who intentionally violates this subsection shall
be fined not more than $200 or imprisoned not more than 90 days
or both.

(4) USE OF PESTICIDES.  The department of natural resources,
after public hearing, may promulgate rules governing the use of
any pesticide which it finds is a serious hazard to wild animals

other than those it is intended to control, and the making of reports
about the pesticide.  In promulgating the rules, the department to
the extent relevant shall consider the need for pesticides to protect
the well−being of the general public.  “Pesticide” has the meaning
given in s. 94.67.

(5) EXCEPTIONS.  (a)  This section does not apply to any activi-
ties carried out under the direction and supervision of the depart-
ment of transportation in connection with the construction, recon-
struction, maintenance and repair of highways and bridges in
accordance with s. 30.2022.

(b)  1.  This section does not apply to toxicants placed in the
waters of a self−contained fish rearing facility or a state or munici-
pal fish hatchery if the toxicants are necessary to the operation of
the fish farm or fish hatchery.

2.  This section does not apply to toxicants placed in the waters
of a preexisting fish rearing facility that is an artificial body of
water if the toxicants are necessary to the operation of the fish
farm and the department has issued a permit under s. 283.31 for
the preexisting fish rearing facility.

History:  1971 c. 73; 1975 c. 363, 365; 1977 c. 130; 1981 c. 226 s. 13; 1983 a. 410;
1985 a. 332 s. 251 (1); 1989 a. 335; 1995 a. 227; 1997 a. 27; 1997 a. 248 ss. 448 to
457; Stats. 1997 s. 29.601; 2003 a. 118; 2005 a. 347.

Cross−reference:  See s. 94.709 for prohibition of use of DDT and exceptions to
the prohibition.

Cross−reference:  See also s. NR 19.01, Wis. adm. code.
NOTE:  2005 Wis. Act 347, which affected this section, contains extensive

explanatory notes.

The legislative history and language of sub. (3) indicate that the statute is con-
cerned primarily with the discharge into navigable waters of refuse arising from man-
ufacturing activities and does not attempt to prohibit silting caused by surface water
runoff.  State v. Deetz, 66 Wis. 2d 1, 224 N.W.2d 407 (1974).

A proposed rule prohibiting the use of the chemical 2,4,5−T, unless a permit has
been obtained, is within the statutory authority of the department of natural resources
under sub. (4).  64 Atty. Gen. 126.

Discharging taconite tailings into the waters of Lake Superior was a violation of
the Federal Water Pollution Control Act and a common−law nuisance.  United States
v. Reserve Mining Co. 380 F. Supp. 11 (1974).

29.604 Endangered and threatened species pro-
tected.  (1) PURPOSE.  The legislature finds that certain wild ani-
mals and wild plants are endangered or threatened and are entitled
to preservation and protection as a matter of general state concern.
The federal endangered species act of 1973 and the Lacey act
together provide for the protection of wild animals and wild plants
threatened with worldwide extinction by prohibiting the importa-
tion of endangered or threatened wild animals and wild plants and
by restricting and regulating interstate and foreign commerce in
wild animals and wild plants taken in violation of state, federal
and foreign laws.  The states, however, must also assume their
responsibility for conserving these wild animals and wild plants
and for restricting the taking, possession, transportation, process-
ing or sale of endangered or threatened wild animals and wild
plants within their respective jurisdictions to assure their contin-
ued survival and propagation for the aesthetic, recreational and
scientific purposes of future generations.  The legislature finds
that by restricting the taking, possession or marketing of endan-
gered species in this state and by establishing a program for con-
servation and restoration of these endangered or threatened spe-
cies, their potential for continued existence will be strengthened.
The legislature further finds that the activities of both individual
persons and governmental agencies are tending to destroy the few
remaining whole plant−animal communities in this state.  Since
these communities represent the only standard against which the
effects of change can be measured, their preservation is of highest
importance, and the legislature urges all persons and agencies to
fully consider all decisions in this light.

(2) DEFINITIONS.  For purposes of this section:

(a)  “Endangered species” means any species whose continued
existence as a viable component of this state’s wild animals or
wild plants is determined by the department to be in jeopardy on
the basis of scientific evidence.

(am)  “State agency” means a board, commission, committee,
department or office in the state government or the Fox River Nav-
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igational System Authority.  “State agency” does not include the
department of natural resources or the office of the governor.

(b)  “Threatened species” means any species of wild animals
or wild plants which appears likely, within the foreseeable future,
on the basis of scientific evidence to become endangered.

(bn)  “Whole plant−animal community” means a group of spe-
cies living together in a particular area, time and habitat.

(c)  Notwithstanding s. 29.001 (90), “wild animal” means any
mammal, fish, wild bird, amphibian, reptile, mollusk, crustacean,
or arthropod, or any part, products, egg or offspring thereof, or the
dead body or parts thereof.

(d)  “Wild plant” means any undomesticated species of the
plant kingdom occurring in a natural ecosystem.

(3) ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES LIST.  (a)  The
department shall by rule establish an endangered and threatened
species list. The list shall consist of 3 parts: wild animals and wild
plants on the U.S. list of endangered and threatened foreign spe-
cies; wild animals and wild plants on the U.S. list of endangered
and threatened native species; and a list of endangered and threat-
ened Wisconsin species.  Wisconsin endangered species shall be
compiled by issuing a proposed list of species approaching state-
wide extirpation.  Wisconsin threatened species shall be compiled
by issuing a proposed list of species which appear likely, within
the foreseeable future, to become endangered.  Issuance of the
proposed lists shall be followed by solicitation of comments and
public hearing.  Wild animals and wild plants shall be considered
to be approaching statewide extirpation if the department deter-
mines, based upon the best scientific and commercial data avail-
able to it, after consultation with other state game directors, fed-
eral agencies and other interested persons and organizations, that
the continued existence of these wild animals and wild plants in
this state is in jeopardy.

(b)  The department shall periodically review and, following
public hearing, may revise its endangered and threatened species
list.  A summary report of the scientific data used to support all
amendments to the state’s endangered and threatened species list
shall be maintained by the department.

(c)  The department may upon the petition of 3 persons review
any listed or unlisted wild animal or wild plant if the persons pres-
ent scientific evidence to warrant such a review, after which the
department may by hearing and rule amend the statewide list.

(4) PROHIBITION.  Except as provided in subs. (6r) and (7m) or
as permitted by departmental rule or permit:

(a)  No person may take, transport, possess, process or sell
within this state any wild animal specified by the department’s
endangered and threatened species list.

(b)  No person may process or sell to another person a wild
plant of an endangered or threatened species.

(c)  No person may do any of the following to any wild plant
of an endangered or threatened species that is on public property
or on property that he or she does not own or lease, except in the
course of forestry or agricultural practices, in the construction,
operation, or maintenance of a utility facility, or as part of bulk
sampling activities under s. 295.45:

1.  Remove, transport or carry away the wild plant from the
place where it is growing.

2.  Cut, root up, sever, injure or destroy the wild plant.

(5) ENFORCEMENT.  (a)  1.  Whoever violates sub. (4) (a) shall
forfeit not less than $500 nor more than $2,000.  In addition, the
court shall order the revocation of all hunting approvals issued to
the person under this chapter and shall prohibit the issuance of any
new hunting approvals under this chapter for one year.  Whoever
intentionally violates sub. (4) (a) shall be fined not less than
$2,000 nor more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more than 9
months or both.  In addition, the court shall order the revocation
of all hunting approvals issued to the person under this chapter and
shall prohibit the issuance of any new hunting approvals under
this chapter for 3 years.

2.  Whoever violates sub. (4) (b) or (c) shall forfeit not more
than $1,000.  Whoever intentionally violates sub. (4) (b) or (c)
shall be fined not more than $1,000 or imprisoned for not more
than 9 months or both.

(b)  Any officer employed and authorized by the department,
or any police officer of this state or of any municipality or county
within this state, shall have the authority to execute a warrant to
search for and seize any goods, business records, merchandise or
wild animal or wild plant taken, employed, used or possessed in
violation of this section.  Any such officer or agent may, without
a warrant arrest any person whom the officer or agent has probable
cause to believe is violating this section in his or her presence or
view.  An officer or agent who has made an arrest of a person in
connection with any violation under this section may search the
person or business records at the time of arrest and seize any wild
animals and wild plants, records, or property taken, used or
employed in connection with any violation.

(c)  Goods, merchandise, wild animals, wild plants or records
seized under par. (b) shall be held by an officer or agent of the
department pending disposition of court proceedings and shall be
forfeited to the state for destruction or disposition as the depart-
ment determines to be appropriate.  Prior to forfeiture, the depart-
ment may direct the transfer of wild animals or wild plants so
seized to a qualified zoological, educational or scientific institu-
tion or qualified private propagator for safekeeping with costs
assessable to the defendant.

(6) PERMITS.  (a)  The department shall issue a permit, under
such terms and conditions as it may prescribe by rule, authorizing
the taking, exportation, transportation or possession of any wild
animal or wild plant on the list of endangered and threatened spe-
cies for zoological, educational or scientific purposes, for propa-
gation of such wild animals and wild plants in captivity for pres-
ervation purposes, unless such exportation, possession,
transportation or taking is prohibited by any federal law or regula-
tion, or any other law of this state.

(b)  Any endangered species of wild animal or wild plant which
enters the state from another state or from a point outside the terri-
torial limits of the United States and which is being transported to
a point within or beyond the state may enter the state and be trans-
ported without restriction in accordance with the terms of any fed-
eral permit or permit issued under the laws or regulations of
another state.

(c)  Possession, sale or transportation within this state of any
endangered species on the U.S. list of endangered and threatened
foreign species shall not require a state permit under par. (a).

(6m) INCIDENTAL TAKINGS; PERMITS.  (a)  In this subsection and
sub. (6r), “taking” means an activity prohibited under sub. (4) (a),
(b) or (c).

(b)  The department may issue a permit, under such terms and
conditions as it may prescribe, authorizing a taking that otherwise
is prohibited by this section if the taking is not for the purpose of,
but will be only incidental to, the carrying out of an otherwise law-
ful activity.

(c)  The department may not issue a permit under this subsec-
tion unless an applicant for the permit submits to the department
a conservation plan and an implementing agreement.  The con-
servation plan shall include all of the following:

1.  A description of the impact that will likely occur as a result
of the taking of an endangered species or threatened species that
is specified on the department’s endangered and threatened spe-
cies list.

2.  The steps that the parties specified under par. (d) will take
to minimize and mitigate the impact that the endangered species
or the threatened species will suffer.

3.  A description of the funding that the parties specified under
par. (d) will have available to implement the steps specified under
subd. 2.
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4.  A description of the alternative actions to the taking that the
parties in par. (d) have considered and the reasons that these alter-
natives will not be utilized.

5.  Any other measures that the department may determine to
be necessary or appropriate.

(d)  The implementing agreement required under par. (c) shall
specifically name, and describe the obligations and responsibili-
ties of, all the parties that will be involved in the taking as autho-
rized by the permit.

(e)  Upon receipt of an application for a permit and the accom-
panying conservation plan and implementing agreement for a pro-
posed taking, the department shall publicize the application by
announcing the application receipt and by giving a brief descrip-
tion of the proposed taking.  The department publicity shall be dis-
tributed to the news media in the vicinity of the proposed taking
and to the official state newspaper designated under s. 985.04.
The department shall, by rule, establish a list of organizations,
including nonprofit conservation groups, that have a professional,
scientific or academic interest in endangered species or in threat-
ened species.  The department shall give notification of proposed
takings under this subsection to these organizations.  The depart-
ment shall establish a procedure for receipt of public comment on
the proposed taking.

(f)  After having considered the public comment received on
the proposed taking, the department shall issue the permit if the
department finds, based on the permit application, the conserva-
tion plan and the implementing agreement, the taking will meet all
of the following requirements:

1.  The taking will not be the purpose of, but will be only inci-
dental to, the carrying out of a lawful activity.

2.  The parties specified under par. (d) will, to the maximum
extent practicable, minimize and mitigate the impact caused by
the taking.

3.  The parties specified under par. (d) will ensure that ade-
quate funding for the conservation plan will be provided.

4.  The taking will not appreciably reduce the likelihood of the
survival or recovery of the endangered species or threatened spe-
cies within the state, the whole plant−animal community of which
it is a part or the habitat that is critical to its existence.

5.  Any measures required under par. (c) 5. will be met.

(g)  The department may require that a party specified under
par. (d) make additional assurances that the requirements under
par. (f) 1. to 5. will be met before issuing a permit under par. (f).

(h)  The department shall impose on the permit any terms or
conditions that the department finds necessary to ensure that the
requirements under par. (f) 1. to 5. will be met.  These terms or
conditions may include reporting and monitoring requirements.
These terms or conditions are modifiable only as provided under
par. (hm).

(hm)  The terms or conditions of a permit shall be modified if
one of the following applies:

1.  The modification is expressly provided in the conservation
plan, implementing agreement or permit.

2.  The permittee requests the modification.

3.  Just cause exists based upon a written finding of necessity
by the secretary.

(hr)  A finding of necessity under par. (hm) 3. by the secretary
shall be a final decision not subject to review under subch. III of
ch. 227.

(i)  The department shall revoke a permit issued under this sub-
section if it finds that a party specified under par. (d) fails to com-
ply with the terms and conditions of the permit.

(j)  A permit issued by the department is not required if a federal
permit under 16 USC 1539 has been issued and if the federal fish
and wildlife service consulted with the department in the process
of determining whether to issue the federal permit.

(k)  Paragraphs (b) to (j) do not apply to activities by a state
agency or by the department under sub. (6r).

(6r) AGENCY ACTIVITIES.  (a)  A state agency shall notify the
department at the earliest opportunity of the location, nature and
extent of a proposed activity that the state agency may conduct,
approve or fund and that may affect an endangered species or
threatened species.  The department may allow the taking of an
endangered species or threatened species if all of the following
apply:

1.  The activity is accomplished in accordance with inter-
agency consultation procedures established by the department
and the state agency for the purpose of minimizing any adverse
effect on the endangered species or threatened species.

2.  The activity is not likely to jeopardize the continued exis-
tence and recovery of the endangered species or threatened spe-
cies, or the whole plant−animal community of which it is a part,
within this state and the activity is not likely to result in the
destruction or adverse modification of a habitat that is critical to
the continued existence of the endangered species or the threat-
ened species within the state, as determined by the department
under par. (b).

3.  The benefit to public health, safety or welfare justifies the
activity.

(b)  For purposes of par. (a) 2., the department shall determine
whether a habitat is critical to the continued existence of an endan-
gered species or threatened species by considering the endangered
species’ or threatened species’ global and state element ranking
as defined by the methodology used by the natural heritage inven-
tory program.

(bn)  The department may allow an activity by the department
itself that results in the taking of an endangered species or threat-
ened species if the activity is accomplished with procedures estab-
lished by the department for the purpose of minimizing any
adverse effect on the endangered species or threatened species and
if pars. (a) 2. and 3. and (b) apply.

(c)  The department shall notify the state agency if the depart-
ment determines that there is reasonable cause for the department
to determine that an activity by the state agency is not being car-
ried out in compliance with this subsection or with any environ-
mental protection requirements developed through interagency
consultation procedures.  If the secretary of natural resources and
the head, as defined in s. 15.01 (8), of the state agency are unable
to agree upon methods or time schedules to be used to correct the
alleged noncompliance, the department may bring any action or
initiate any other proceedings to enforce compliance with this
subsection.

(d)  The department and the state agency shall exchange infor-
mation and cooperate in the planning and implementation of any
activity relating to the taking of any endangered species or threat-
ened species in order to alleviate, to the maximum extent practica-
ble under the circumstances, any potential adverse effect on the
endangered species or the threatened species.

(e)  1.  Except as provided in subd. 2., cooperation between the
department and the state agency under par. (d) shall include con-
ducting reasonable surveys and reasonable biological assess-
ments as determined by the department.

2.  Subdivision 1. does not apply if the department states in
writing that it has data that is sufficient to make a determination
that the proposed taking will not reduce the likelihood of the sur-
vival or recovery of the endangered species or threatened species
within the state, the whole plant−animal community of which it is
a part or the habitat that is critical to its existence.

(em)  1.  Before allowing the taking of an endangered species
or threatened species under this subsection, the department shall
give notice of the proposed activity to the news media throughout
the state and to any person who wants to receive notification of
proposed takings under this subsection and who has so informed
the department in writing.  The department shall transmit the
notice at least 30 days before allowing the taking except as pro-
vided in subd. 2.
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2.  If the department determines that it cannot comply with the
30−day time limit in subd. 1., the department shall transmit the
notice as far in advance as is practicable before allowing the tak-
ing.

(f)  In addition to any requirements under s. 1.11, the depart-
ment may give public notice of and hold public hearings on the
activities of state agencies or the department under this subsec-
tion.

(7) CONSERVATION.  (a)  The department shall conduct research
on the endangered and threatened species of this state and shall
implement programs directed at conserving, protecting, restoring
and propagating selected state−endangered and threatened spe-
cies to the maximum extent practicable.

(b)  The department may enter into agreements with federal
agencies, other states, political subdivisions of this state or private
persons with respect to programs designed to conserve endan-
gered or threatened species of wild animals or wild plants.  Agree-
ments with private persons under this paragraph may include pro-
viding for the movement of an endangered or threatened species
to another appropriate habitat, preferably to a habitat located on
state−owned or state−leased land.

(7m) BULK SAMPLING ACTIVITIES.  A person may take, trans-
port, or possess a wild animal on the department’s endangered and
threatened species list without a permit under this section if the
person avoids and minimizes adverse impacts to the wild animal
to the extent practicable, if the taking, transporting, or possession
does not result in wounding or killing the wild animal, and if the
person takes, transports, or possesses the wild animal for the pur-
pose of bulk sampling activities under s. 295.45.

(8) EXEMPTIONS.  This section does not apply to zoological
societies or municipal zoos, or to their officers or employees.

History:  1971 c. 275; 1975 c. 365; 1977 c. 370; 1979 c. 110, 355; 1985 a. 182;
1987 a. 183; 1989 a. 296; 1995 a. 296; 1997 a. 248 s. 508; Stats. 1997 s. 29.604; 2001
a. 16; 2013 a. 1; 2013 a. 168 s. 21.

Cross−reference:  See also ch. NR 27 and s. NR 10.02, Wis. adm. code.
This section does not form a basis for seeking injunctive relief against the proposed

relocation of a county highway.  Robinson v. Kunach, 76 Wis. 2d 436, 251 N.W.2d
449 (1977).

Department of natural resources refusal to engage in rulemaking to add bobcats to
the endangered species list was proper when the scientific evidence presented was
inconclusive.  Barnes v. Department of Natural Resources, 184 Wis. 2d 645, 560
N.W.2d 730 (1994).

The effect and constitutionality of the law broadening endangered species protec-
tion to include threatened species is discussed.  68 Atty. Gen. 9.

Sub. (4) applies to state−listed endangered and threatened plants growing on public
property.  OAG 3−00.

29.607 Wild rice.  (1) TITLE TO WILD RICE.  (a)  The legal title
to all wild rice growing in any lake of the state, whether mean-
dered or not, is vested in the state for the purpose of regulating har-
vest, use, disposition and conservation of wild rice.

(b)  The legal title to wild rice taken or reduced to possession
in violation of this chapter remains in the state.  Title to wild rice
lawfully acquired is subject to the condition that upon the viola-
tion of this section by the holder of title to the wild rice, the title
shall revert, as a result of the violation, to the state.

(2) POWERS OF THE DEPARTMENT.  (a)  The secretary may desig-
nate the opening date for harvesting wild rice in any navigable
lake or stream by posting notice of the opening date on the shores
of and at places of public access to the lake at least 24 hours before
the opening date, unless the department promulgates by rule a dif-
ferent time period required for notice.  Posting is sufficient notice
of the opening date and no other publication is required.

(b)  The department shall obtain the advice and recommenda-
tions of the tribal council before promulgating any rules govern-
ing the harvest, use and disposition of wild rice growing within the
bounds of an Indian reservation.

(3) LICENSE REQUIRED; EXCEPTIONS; WILD RICE IDENTIFICATION

CARD.  Every person over the age of 16 and under the age of 65
shall obtain the appropriate wild rice license to harvest or deal in
wild rice but no license to harvest is required of the members of
the immediate family of a licensee or of a recipient of old−age
assistance or members of their immediate families.  The depart-

ment, subject to s. 29.024 (2g) and (2r), shall issue a wild rice iden-
tification card to each member of a licensee’s immediate family,
to a recipient of old−age assistance and to each member of the
recipient’s family.  The term “immediate family” includes hus-
band and wife and minor children having their abode and domicile
with the parent or legal guardian.

(4) LICENSES.  (a)  Wild rice harvest license.  No wild rice har-
vest license is required of helpers of a licensee who participate
only in shore operations.  Wild rice harvest licenses may be issued
only to residents.

(b)  Wild rice dealer license.  A wild rice dealer license is
required to buy wild rice within the state for resale to anyone
except consumers, or to sell wild rice imported from outside of the
state to anyone within the state except consumers, or to process
wild rice not harvested by the processor himself or herself for
resale by the processor to any other person.  The license is required
to be a class D wild rice dealer license if the amount of wild rice
bought, sold or processed by the licensee within the year covered
by the license exceeds 50,000 pounds.  The license is required to
be a class C wild rice dealer license if this amount exceeds 25,000
pounds but does not exceed 50,000 pounds.  The license is
required to be a class B wild rice dealer license if this amount
exceeds 5,000 pounds but does not exceed 25,000 pounds.  The
license is required to be a class A wild rice dealer license if this
amount does not exceed 5,000 pounds.  For the purposes of this
section, 2.5 pounds of raw rice is equivalent to one pound of pro-
cessed rice.

(5) RECORDS AND REPORTS.  Each wild rice dealer shall keep a
record in the form required by the department of all wild rice
bought, sold or processed by the dealer during the period covered
by the dealer’s license showing the date of each transaction, the
names and addresses of all other parties to the transaction, and the
amount of wild rice involved, whether raw or processed.  The
record shall be open for inspection by the department at all reason-
able times. All licensed wild rice dealers shall file reports on their
operations as wild rice dealers as required by the department.

(6) PRIVATE WATERS.  (a)  Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as giving this state or the department the right to control,
regulate, manage or harvest wild rice growing on privately owned
beds of flowages or ponds.

(b)  No person may use or cause to be used any mechanical
device of any nature in the harvesting or gathering of wild rice.

(7) PENALTIES.  Any person violating this section shall be pun-
ished pursuant to s. 29.971 (2) and (12).

History:  1975 c. 365 s. 62; 1979 c. 110; 1979 c. 190 s. 4; 1981 c. 243 s. 7; 1983
a. 27; 1985 a. 332 s. 251 (3); 1987 a. 27; 1991 a. 316; 1995 a. 27; 1997 a. 191, 237;
1997 a. 248 s. 594; Stats. 1997 s. 29.607; 1999 a. 32.

Cross−reference:  See also ss. NR 19.001 and NR 19.09, Wis. adm. code.

29.611 Wild ginseng.  (1) DEFINITIONS.  In this section:

(a)  “Dealer” means a person who purchases for purposes of
resale at least 8 ounces of wild ginseng in a license year.

(am)  “License year” means the period beginning on July 1 of
a given year and ending on the following June 30.

(b)  “Wild ginseng” means an unprocessed plant, dry root or
live root of the species Panax quinquefolius that is not grown or
nurtured by a person.

(2) CUTTING.  No person may, between November 1 and the
following September 1, cut, root up, gather or destroy wild gin-
seng.

(3) EVIDENCE.  The purchase or sale of wild green ginseng
between November 1 and the following September 1 is prima
facie evidence of a violation of this section.

(4) PURCHASE WITH KNOWLEDGE.  No person may purchase
wild ginseng if the person knows the ginseng was cut, rooted up
or gathered between November 1 and the following September 1.
No dealer may purchase wild ginseng if any of the following
applies:

(a)  The dealer fails to inspect the vendor’s wild ginseng harvest
license or wild ginseng dealer license.


