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PEWAUKEE — The man
who died in Pewaukee Lake
Friday morning has been
identified as 66-year-old
Kevin Moore of Franklin,
Pewaukee Police Chief Tim
Heier told The Freeman. 

Heier said the Pewaukee
Police Department, Wauke-
sha County Sheriff’s

Department and Lake
Country Fire and Rescue
were all dispatched to
Pewaukee Lake at 11:44 a.m.
on Friday for a man over-
board while fishing with
two friends near Cottage
Island.

LCFR attempted life-sav-
ing measures on Moore

before he was transported
to a local hospital where he
died. 

Moore was a muskellunge
fisherman guide in Wauke-
sha County, guiding people
on Oconomowoc, Pewaukee
and Okauchee Lakes as part
of his business, Muskies,
Etc. 

WAUKESHA – Members
of the public on Monday
headed out to the Wauke-
sha Public Library to get
copies of the current
Waukesha Reads book
“The House on Mango
Street.”

The library held a drive-
thru book pickup from 10
a.m. to noon in the
library’s parking lot.
Another drive-thru book
pickup will take place
Wednesday from 4 p.m. to 6
p.m. Additional books will
be handed out on Oct. 2
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the
Waukesha Art Crawl at
Almont Gallery, 342 W.
Main Street.

According to wauke-
shareads.org, “The House

on Mango Street” is a 1984
novel by Mexican-Ameri-
can author Sandra Cis-
neros. The novel is struc-
tured as a series of
vignettes and tells the
story of a 12-year-old Chi-
cana girl growing up in the
Hispanic quarter of Chica-
go.

A series of featured
events related to the
Waukesha Reads selection
will also take place
throughout Waukesha dur-
ing October.

For more information,
visit http://wauke-
shareads.org.

OCONOMOWOC —
Oconomowoc Director of
Public Works Mark Frye is
set to be appointed to the

interim city administrator
position to fill the vacancy
that Matt Trebatoski let
behind after his resigna-

tion last week. 
Trebatoski resigned

last week in the wake of
being cited for his first
OWI and driving the
wrong way down High-
way 16/67 bypass. 

In his resignation let-
ter, Trebatoski said he
“appreciated the oppor-
tunity to serve as the

administrator and wishes
the city its best in years to
come.”

Mayor Robert Magnus
said in a statement that
Trebatoski “needed to
spend time with his family
and focus on his future.”

He said the city has
already begun the recruit-
ment process to find the
next city administrator.

The Common Council
will vote to approve Frye’s
appointment tonight.

WAUKESHA — A Middle-
ton man allegedly gave infor-
mation to another person
that led to a false police
response to a Hartland resi-
dence in 2019, a practice
known as “swatting.”

Gaige Frain, 21, of Middle-
ton, was charged Monday in
Waukesha County Circuit
Court with one count each of
second-degree recklessly
endangering safety, making
terroristic threats, and creat-
ing harassing or threatening
computer messages. He is
due in court Oct. 14. He faces
more than 13 1/2 years in
prison if convicted of all the
charges against him.

According to a criminal
complaint, police were sent to
a residence on Ridgeway
Place in Hartland on April 9,
2019, after a man reported to
them he’d shot his mother in
the back, then called the Fire
Department to report he shot

his grandmother and was
going to kill himself. Police
and rescue workers from sev-
eral agencies, including
Flight for Life, responded,
and nearby Hartland South
Elementary School was put
on lockdown. But after con-
tacting the home, the police
learned from a homeowner
that no emergency existed as
she was the only one present.
Police investigated the activi-
ties of a 17-year-old living at
the residence, suspecting he
and his family may be vic-
tims of “swatting,” where
someone makes a false report
of an emergency.

The 17-year-old told police
that after he broke up with his
girlfriend, he began receiving
harassing messages from a
couple of sources, one of
which was Frain, who repeat-
edly threatened to have the
teen “swatted,” the complaint
said. A message linked to

Frain said a friend of the
alleged victim who lives in
New York also was swatted,
which police there confirmed,
the complaint said. The Hart-
land victim also had his iden-
tifying information posted in
a message board, a practice
known as “doxxing,” the com-
plaint said.

It added, in the days that
followed the incident, mes-
sages linked to Frain were
posted to message sharing
services that said, “They held
his parents at gunpoint, with
riot shields. Mission accom-
plished, we got him,” the
complaint said.

Frain reportedly said
another person made the call
to Hartland police, and he
and that person doxxed the
Hartland teen, after Frain
said he learned a young
woman he was seeing was
cheating on him by seeing the
teen, the complaint said.
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WAUKESHA — A Brook-
field retiree has been sum-
moned to appear before
Waukesha County Circuit
Judge Jennifer Dorow to
face a possible contempt of
court sanction after he left
jury duty last month, seeing
very few people wearing face
masks.

Charles Wilkie, a retired
chemistry professor at Mar-
quette University, has been
ordered to appear in court at
9:30 a.m. Oct. 5 to answer for
why he left jury duty with-
out authorization. He could
face a sanction for contempt
of court, which carries a
fine of up to $500.

Wilkie was summoned for
jury duty while in Florida
earlier this year and
requested a deferral. A few
days later, he told Dorow in a
letter, he was informed that
because he was over age 75,
he was not required to serve.
Wilkie replied that he twice
previously had been sum-
moned for jury duty, but
never was selected for a jury,
and he was willing to serve,
agreeing to report on Aug.

23.
But, when he reported for

jury duty, he said he was
shocked to find that none of
the screening staff at the
entrance or court personnel
wore face masks, and of the
40 or so people in the Jury
Assembly Room at the time,
only three wore masks. After
a video presentation, those
assembled were asked if
they had questions.

“I asked why the people
were not masked and I was
not comfortable with that,”
his letter to Dorow said. “To
me the response was unac-
ceptable. I do not remember
the exact words but in
essence it was we do not
require masks. That was not
acceptable to me, so I told
the personnel that I was
leaving and that I wanted to
claim the over 75 exemption
from now on.”

Wilkie, 79, said in his let-
ter to Dorow that he is fully
vaccinated but has been
careful about his health,
avoiding large gatherings
during the pandemic, wear-
ing face masks and practic-
ing social distancing. He
began going without a face
mask this spring, but
resumed using it and keep-

ing up with social distanc-
ing as the delta variant
drove a resurgence in
COVID-19 cases this sum-
mer.

“The absence of masks
and social distance in the
Waukesha County Court
House is astounding to me,”
he wrote in a Sept. 13 reply
to Dorow. “A responsibility
of the public servants is to
keep people safe. This is not
being done. That is why I
left.”

“That’s not safe for me,”
he told The Freeman on
Monday. “That’s my opinion
and the first thing I have to
look out for is my own
health and the health of my
family.”

Wilkie pledged to appear
in court Oct. 5, adding, “I
hope my safety will be con-
sidered and that people in
attendance will be masked
and socially distanced.”

The state Supreme Court
last May removed statewide
mandates on courthouses in
terms of how they address
face masks, sanitation, and
distancing during the
COVID-19 pandemic, leaving
it up to the chief judges to
make such determinations.
Three days later, Dorow
issued an order rescinding
previous orders governing
the Waukesha County
Courthouse, leaving no
mask mandate in place.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com
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WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha County Circuit Court
judge admitted all but one
piece of new evidence put
forward by the state Monday
about a month before the
attempted homicide trial of
24-year-old Nathanael Benton
is expected to begin. 

Benton is charged with two
counts of attempted first-
degree intentional homicide
— with the charge modifier of
use of a dangerous weapon —
and one count of possessing a
firearm while being convict-
ed of an out-of-state felony. If
convicted on the charges in
Wisconsin he could face more
than 60 years in prison. 

Benton allegedly shot and
wounded two police officers
in Delafield early in the
morning of Nov. 6.  The
shooting took place after
investigation of a hit-and-run
report. 

Waukesha County District
Attorney Susan Opper put
forward multiple pieces of
evidence for admission
before the court Monday.
That evidence is testimony
regarding a burglary that
took place in Minnesota prior
to the shooting in Delafield. 

According to court docu-
ments, Benton is alleged to
have committed a burglary in
Minnesota and to have “shot
another person in the back of
the head in Fargo, North
Dakota,” Nov. 1, 2020 and is
charged with attempted mur-
der there. A warrant from
that state was out for his
arrest when he allegedly shot
the officers in Delafield Nov.
6. 

The state sought to admit
the evidence to establish
motive, intent and identity. 

Only one piece of evidence,
a Nov. 12 phone call between
Benton and his brother, was
excluded. 

Opper said the evidence
will help jurors understand
the backstory leading up to
Benton’s alleged encounter
with police officers in
Delafield and offers a big pic-
ture rather than “a snippet of
the encounter.” She later
added that the acts he is
alleged to have committed in
other states are “not more
egregious” than what’s Ben-
ton is charged with in Wis-
consin. 

Attorney Steve Hughes,
who is representing Benton
along with attorney Paul
Crawford, objected to much
of the evidence put forward.
Citing the 2007 ruling of State

of Wisconsin
v Dukes, said some pieces fall
short of what can be consid-
ered “panorama evidence” or
directly showing motive
relating to current criminal
charges. He said including
some evidence, such as the
burglary, would be tanta-
mount to telling the jury Ben-
ton committed a burglary,
therefore he must be more
likely to commit other crimes
like those he’s charged with
in Wisconsin. 

“I believe a lot of what the
state is asking for shouldn’t
come in as panorama evi-
dence (and) shouldn’t be
included as other acts evi-
dence,” he said. 

Hughes said the purchas-
ing of two guns is indeed
panorama evidence because
it is linked to the crime in
Wisconsin. 

Benton is believed to have
gone to Warsaw, Indiana to
have firearms purchased on
his behalf.

Judge Paul Bugenhagen
said some of Benton’s state-
ments to others are relevant
such as in the event of get-
ting pulled over, going “out in
a blaze of glory” and “shoot
the cops.” 

Benton’s trial is scheduled
to begin Oct. 25. His next
court appearance is Oct. 6. 

Lottery

Saturday, Sept. 18  
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                          7-3-6 
Daily Pick 4                       1-8-4-1 
Megabucks         2-18-39-41-48-49 
SuperCash               1-3-4-7-18-30
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Powerball                5-36-39-45-57 
Powerball                                  11
Power Play                                 2  
Badger 5                 5-12-13-17-26

Sunday, Sept. 19
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                          4-6-9  
Daily Pick 4                        5-3-1-2 
SuperCash           4-7-15-21-32-36
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                 3-11-12-17-25 

Monday, Sept. 20 
WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                          2-6-9 
Daily Pick 4                        1-3-5-3 
SuperCash          2-14-16-20-22-35
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                   6-9-19-27-30 

Brookfield man must
answer for leaving jury duty
Retiree says lack of mask-wearing

prompted concern for safety

Most pieces of new evidence 
admitted for Benton case
Attempted homicide trial to begin Oct. 25

Benton

Middleton man charged in 2019 
Hartland ‘swatting’ incident

Frye to be named interim
Oconomowoc administrator 

Man who drowned 
in Pewaukee Lake identified

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

Amy Welch, makerspace coordinator, and Kori Hall, mar-
keting and communications manager, give Sarah Scott a
copy of the current Waukesha Reads book “The House on
Mango Street.”

Library hands out ‘The
House on Mango Street’

for Waukesha Reads

Derek Johnson/Special to The Freeman

An apple a day 
TOWN OF GENESEE — Kennedy Wish, left, enjoys a caramel apple with Alyson Schultz at
Apple Harvest Festival at Retzer Nature Center, S14-W28167 Madison St., on Saturday. The
one-day festival gave community members the chance to enjoy tasty fall-related treats, buy
fresh apples, take a walk through “Scarecrow Lane” and drink fresh beverages, all while lis-
tening to live music at the center. There were also vendors selling locally made crafts, a silent
auction and exhibits for people to enjoy, all while taking in Saturday’s gorgeous weather.


