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WAUKESHA — A study by
the firm Ring & DuChateau
to assess the indoor air qual-
ity of all Waukesha School
District facilities has been
completed and suggestions
for improvement with a
focus on COVID-19 response
have been made available. 

A team visited each facili-
ty within the district and
reviewed each major air
handling system. The study
found “approximately 93%
of the major air handling
equipment installed in the
district is at or past the
median time of which simi-
lar equipment has already
been replaced, based on
industry-wide studies.” The
report emphasized it is not
recommending to replace
93% of the air handling
equipment but instead puts
forward a plan for phased
replacement over time. 

“This report has attempt-
ed to prioritize the units in
the worst condition which

should be replaced or sub-
stantially upgraded with
new internal components
as expediently as possible,”
the report reads. “Approxi-
mately 28% of the major air
handling equipment
installed within the district
is at or past two times the
median time of which simi-
lar equipment has already
been replaced.”

Butler Middle School,
Horning Middle School and
Les Paul Middle School
were all exceptions to the
findings of other schools in
the district; they each
received new equipment
installed in the recent refer-
endum. Waukesha South
High School has some
newly installed equipment
in good condition as well. 

At the last School Board
meeting, board member
Patrick McCaffery said the
ultimate goal is “bringing
all building HVAC systems
up to a level of filtration to
support MERV 13 filtra-
tion.” 

Board member Corey
Montiho said there’s been

extensive discussion at the
committee level and the
conversation has been ongo-
ing for more than a year. He
praised the work quality of
Ring & DuChateau. “They
prioritized the solutions
(and) kind of gave the board
a goal post, and we can set it
as wide as we want,” he
said.

Board member Greg
Deets said he’s pleased the
committee is looking at
issues including air condi-
tioning for all schools — the
report states some schools
have no central air condi-
tioning. “In this day and
age, a work environment
without air conditioning is
almost unheard of, and we
have several of our build-
ings in this district that
don’t have air condition-
ing,”  he said. 

The cost of the full scope
of work is estimated at $9
million. 

The board will next
month be discussing long
range funding and HVAC
improvements will be a part
of that discussion. 

To view the full report,
visit https://rb.gy/5y1od5.

HVAC study prioritizes Waukesha
School District improvements 

More details expected next month 

NEW BERLIN — The New
Berlin Public Library is
requiring all staff and
library visitors over the age
of 2 to wear a mask regard-
less of their vaccination sta-
tus.

The change is in effect as
of Monday.

The library, 15105 W.
Library Lane, is open for

regular services including
browsing, return, check-
outs and making copies.
Public computers are also
available for two hours per
day, per person. 

Community meeting
rooms, including the com-
puter lab, are open with an
occupancy to 50% of room
capacity. Study rooms are

available for use and may be
reserved for two hours per
day per person. 

The Friends of the
Library Gift Shop are also
open. 

The library hours are 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Friday and Saturday
and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — The Com-
mon Council on Tuesday
unanimously approved a
$72 million 2022 budget as
well as a 5-year Community
Investment Plan (CIP).

The budget marks a
return to the basics after a
number of recent building
projects over the years. Last
year’s CIP included the con-
struction of a new City Hall
as well as the expansion of
the Waukesha Police
Department.

One change to the 2022
CIP made prior to its final
approval was an amend-
ment to include a complete
replacement of the roof of
the Prairie Home Cemetery
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n / c h a p e l
building.

According to city docu-
ments, roof leaks at the
cemetery, 605 S. Prairie
Ave., have been fixed multi-
ple times but these issues
will continue and likely
become more frequent. The
roof replacement is esti-
mated to cost $34,150,
according to city docu-
ments. City Administrator
Kevin Lahner said while
$41,000 in repair and sanita-

tion work had been com-
pleted on the building due
to a mice and rodent infes-
tation this past spring, they
realized the project extend-
ed beyond those repairs and
the roof replacement was
also needed.

Another change to the
budget was an addition of
$200,000 toward sidewalk
projects in 2022 and in
years to come.

Budget
With the CIP approved,

residents can expect roughly
$2.1 million on major road
reconstruction projects in
2022. That price tag includes
reconstructing Arcadian
Avenue between Hartwell
and Oakland avenues; North
Street between West St. Paul
Avenue and Madison Street;
West St. Paul Avenue
between Mountain Avenue
and Madison Street; and
Madison Street between
Ann Street and the Fox
River.

Additionally, over $4 mil-
lion will be used for minor
street reconstruction and
annual asphalt resurfacing. 

The city is also planning
$6.3 million for reconstruc-
tion of West St. Paul
Avenue, North Street and
Madison Street, with roads

to be converted into two-
way operations.

The city is also planning
to continue its ongoing
flood mitigation work. In
2022 the work calls for
upsizing the stormwater
conveyance system near
Michigan Avenue, North
High School and Green-
meadow Drive.

Continuing that effort to
improve the city’s road-
ways, next year’s CIP calls
for more reconstruction of
Tenny Avenue. Under the
current proposal the popu-
lar throughway would be
reconstructed between East
Newhall Avenue and Oak-
wood Drive. The roadway
was reconstructed from
Roberta Avenue to Oak-
wood Drive in 2020.

In addition to roadway
projects, the city also
included in their 2022 bud-
get as their big-ticket item
$32 million in work for the
sanitary pump station for
the Great Water Alliance
project, which will bring
water from Lake Michigan
to Waukesha residents.

City Administrator Kevin
Lahner said although the
city has kept in mind the
big-ticket item of dredging
Saratoga Lake, estimated to
cost $7 million, that item
will be pushed back to 2024.

The Finance Committee
will begin to review the
2022 operating budget in
meetings to come.

Submitted photo 

From left, WCTC tool and die students Evrett Rachow, Connor Orheim and Jeremy Wester-
gaard hold their national first place certificates from SkillsUSA.

PEWAUKEE — Three tool and die stu-
dents at Waukesha County Technical Col-
lege took first in the SkillsUSA National
Leadership and Skills Conference this
summer. 

The event, which was held virtually this
year, saw field-specific contests that
require students to demonstrate their
knowledge and skills in a particular area. 

The students are Evrett Rachow, Connor
Orheim and Jeremy Westergaard. They
also took first in the SkillsUSA state com-
petition in April. 

According to WCTC instructor Kurt
Bence, students spent several hours of
their own time making practice parts in
preparation for nationals. For the competi-

tion itself, they were required to take a
written exam and machine a physical part.
The machining portion of the competition
was videotaped and directly submitted to
SkillsUSA judges to who then analyzed the
finished product.

In a statement, Bence said he was proud
of the team’s dedication and of the manu-
facturing instructors who helped them
along the way. “They were always willing
to practice, were always committed to com-
pleting the task at hand, and always
appeared to have fun doing it,” he said.
“Their attitude was always ‘not if we fin-
ish, but when we finish.’” 

To learn more, visit
https://rb.gy/nnnvdk.

WCTC students take 1st at SkillsUSA

Council unanimously
approves Community 

Investment Program budget

WAUKESHA

Includes Prairie Home Cemetery
roof item, sidewalk projects

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC —
Christopher Douglas won
the special election for the
District 3 aldermanic seat by
defeating fellow candidate
Scott Carter on Tuesday. 

Douglas will take over the
remaining year and a half
term in what was formally
Alderman Andy Rogers’
seat.  Rogers stepped down
earlier this year, citing time
commitments. Douglas
received 195 votes, or 56%,
while Carter received 152
votes, or 44%, respectively. 

On being a newly elected
alderman, Douglas said he
was excited to see what he
can do for the people of his
district. 

“I’m excited to be part of
something new in my life
and get more experience
with city politics,” Douglas
said. “Being a part of the

city itself and having a say
in what’s for the public and
what’s going to be going on
for the city.

“I think it’s going to be
very important.”

During his time going door
to door trying to get people’s
votes, Douglas said he began
to understand that each per-
son has their own topics that
are most important to them.

“There’s a vast variety of
thoughts in the community
from Thackeray Trail going
through to what’s going on
with Pabst Farms and
Olympia,” Douglas said. “To
people thinking there’s not
enough multi-family housing
or that we think we have too
many condominiums.

“There’s very different
number one views people
have.”

Juggling all the views can
be difficult, Douglas said,
because as an alderman you
want to do what your con-
stituents want. But he under-

stood his job
was to do the
best he can at
doing what his
constituents
request. 

Douglas will
step into the
mix of things
quickly as the

city has important decisions
on the budget, a new city
administrator, developments
and the fate of dispatch this
coming fall and winter. 

He said a big part of being a
new candidate is listening to
the rest of the council, the
mayor and department heads
as well as the public com-
ments. 

“You can listen, but you
also have to be a part of the
action too,” Douglas said. “I
can’t just sit on my hands
when there’s a lot going on
things coming up including
the new city administrator
and I have to be very active
and engaged.” 

Douglas wins special election
for Oconomowoc council seat

Douglas

New Berlin library requiring masks 

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 620
■ Activity level: 446.8 cases
per 100,000 people

■ Cases per 100,000 popu-
lation: 12,521.8
■ State average cases per
100,000 population:
12,098.6
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.3%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.2%

Total vaccine doses 
administered: 247,165

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 7,854
■ Positive tests: 704,434
■ Negative tests: 3,288,101

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Health Services

BEAVER DAM (AP) — A
Beaver Dam Unified School
Board member has
resigned, citing safety con-
cerns over his support for
mandating masks for stu-
dents in the district’s
schools.  

Tony Klatt has twice
voted in favor of the mask
mandate for Beaver Dam
schools and says he still
feels strongly that it was the
right decision based on
‘‘facts at hand.’’  

Klatt, who has been on the
board since April 2019, post-
ed on his Facebook page last
week that decisions made
because COVID-19 have defi-
nitely been challenging, but
the decisions were not made
lightly and were based on
feedback and information.  

About his resignation,
Klatt wrote that ‘‘when
there is talk of protesting
my house and someone

later pulls in front and takes
a picture of my address
while my daughter is home
alone, she does not feel
safe.’’ 

He said his family doesn’t
feel safe when a car sits
idling in front of his house
late at night, the State Jour-
nal reported.  

‘‘Therefore, I have to do
what is best for my family
and their well-being and
resign my position on the
school board effective
immediately. It isn’t in my
family’s best interest for me
to try to appease a vocal
group that continue to try to
intimidate, harass, insult,
and throw civility to the
side,’’ Klatt said.  

Recently, several dozens
parents demonstrated
against the mandate outside
of the Beaver Dam Unified
School District Educational
Service Center.  

MADISON (AP) — Anoth-
er pedestrian has been
struck and killed on a main
thoroughfare in Madison.  

Monday night’s crash on
East Washington Avenue is
the sixth pedestrian death
on the corridor this year,
even though the city has
tried to crack down on
speeding on the avenue.  

According to police, the
man who was struck about 8
p.m. was taken to a hospital
where he was later pro-
nounced dead. The driver of
the car that hit him remained
on the scene and is cooperat-
ing with investigators.  

Since reckless driving,
speeding and drag racing on
East Washington increased
last year, the city has tried to
improve safety, the State
Journal reported.  

The speed limit was
reduced from 35 mph to 25
mph on one section of the
avenue and from 35 mph to
30 mph on another segment
of the thoroughfare.  

To improve safety, the
number of travel lanes has
also been temporarily
reduced during certain days
and hours, and higher-visi-
bility crosswalks have been
installed.  

Beaver Dam school board
member resigns over masks

Sixth pedestrian death on
busy Madison street this year

BROOKFIELD — Assem-
bly Rep. Sara Rodriguez, D-
Brookfield, has called on
others to join her in recog-
nition of Hispanic Her-
itage Month. 

“Hispanic Heritage
Month is a time to reflect
and celebrate the long and
storied history of Latinos
in Wisconsin,” she said.
“This is a special time of
year for my family — my
husband and children are
proud Latino Wiscon-

sinites. We honor the lega-
cy of Latinos in our state
who for generations have
been integral to our state’s
culture and character, who
have contributed so much
to the wonderful place we
call home ... please join me
in celebrating the count-
less contributions, culture,
and achievements that
enrich our nation, state,
and common future.
Happy Hispanic Heritage
Month, Wisconsin!” 

Speedbump

Rodriguez speaks on 
Hispanic Heritage Month


