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Speedbump

Tim Snopek/Special to The Freeman

House fire in Nashotah
NASHOTAH — Firefighters respond to a house fire in Nashotah on Thursday afternoon.
The blaze was reported as a kitchen fire, with something afire on top of the stove. The house
is on Highway C, north of Highway 16. More information could not be obtained before dead-
line.

Find a passport to another
world right inside your wallet

By Jill Fuller

Every time I see the com-
mercial asking “What’s in
your wallet?” I think “You
don’t want to know!” 

My wallet is a bit of a
mess. Flipping through it, I
see receipts from two years
ago, expired gift cards, and
even a cough drop that real-
ly belongs in the garbage.
Reward cards for three of
my favorite coffee shops,
since you can never have too
much free coffee. My ID, a
crumpled Post-It note, and a
gift card to our favorite
restaurant. Yet amid the
chaos is tucked the most
important things — a pic-
ture of my son, my credit
card and my green plastic
library card. 

In the United States, pri-
vate book clubs were all the
rage in the 1700s as literacy
increased and people looked
for ways to spread informa-
tion and share ideas. In
cities across the new coun-
try, wealthy white men
founded subscription
libraries funded by member-
ship fees. Those who quali-
fied for membership and
paid the fees had full access
to the collections. Yet when
publicly funded libraries
came into existence in the
United States in the 19th
century, it became necessary
for users to register so they
could borrow books. “Cards
were essential at these
libraries,” writes Sara Pol-
sky in The Atlantic. “In the

pre-computer
era, library
cards were
just one part
of a complex
system that
kept track of
book loans
and returns,”
i n c l u d i n g

ledger books, book cards and
more. Around 1900, the mod-
ern “two-card” system was
invented by John Cotton
Dana, the director of the
Newark Public Library.
Each library user had a
“borrower’s card” and each
book had a card tucked
inside it to be stamped upon
check-out. This system was
maintained until the advent
of our current computer
systems. 

Libraries have changed a
lot since then, but library
cards are still essential.
With your library card, you
get it all: from books, movies
and robot STEM kits to
online classes, genealogy
tools and streaming TV
shows. Recently, I asked
some library users what
their library card means to
them and I heard some great
responses. 

Kristine wrote that her
library card is “a great way
to let my kids learn about a
lot of different things.”
Charlotte’s library card
gives her “a view into
world’s past, present, and
future.” 

Rosemarie mentioned that
“This card provides me with

never-ending learning
opportunities.” 

One library user said it’s
“the only card in my wallet
that I have memorized!”
Many people called their
library card a “passport to
different worlds.” I thought
this imagery was especially
apt during a time of turmoil
and uncertainty, when we
often feel disconnected and
cut off from the world and
from others. 

Library cards have
changed since the early days
of libraries. Now you can
hang them from your
keyring or scan them digi-
tally from a phone on our
CAFÉ app, which means
you’ll never lose your
library card again in the
messy depths of your wallet.
Your library card may be
merely a piece of plastic, but
with it, you have access to
ideas and materials that con-
nect you to new people and
places, challenge your per-
spective, and bring you
solace. Your world — and
your wallet — will never be
the same. 

Need a library card? Stop
into your local library to get
one. Have a card already?
Pull it out of your wallet —
it’s time to see what it can do
for you!

(Jill Fuller is the market-
ing & communications
librarian for the Bridges
Library System. She can be
reached at jfuller@bridgesli-
brarysystem.org.)

Fuller

By the numbers: Waukesha County COVID-19 cases 
Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 620
■ Activity level: 610.1 cases per 100,000
people

Cases per 100,000 population: 12,620.3
State average cases per 100,000: 12,196.7

Case fatality percentage: 1.3%
State average fatality percentage: 1.2%

Total vaccine doses administered:
247,513

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 7,895
■ Positive tests: 710,145
■ Negative tests: 3,307,794

Sources: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of Health
Services

DNR invites public
to celebrate National

Public Lands Day 
on Saturday

MADISON — The Wis-
consin Department of Natu-
ral Resources is encourag-
ing the public to get out-
doors this Saturday, Sept. 25,
in recognition of National
Public Lands Day.

Established in 1994,
National Public Lands Day
celebrates the connection
between people and the envi-
ronment while encouraging
the use of public spaces for
education, recreation and
volunteering.

Wisconsin is home to more
than 6 million acres of pub-
lic lands that offer endless
recreation opportunities.
Residents and visitors alike
enjoy Wisconsin’s State Nat-
ural Areas, 49 state parks, 15
state forests, 44 state trails
and thousands of miles of
fresh water.

In addition to outdoor
recreation activities, the
DNR offers education and
volunteer opportunities to
learn more and participate
in hands-on conservation of
Wisconsin public lands for
present and future genera-
tions.

When visiting Wisconsin
public lands, always read the
signs at parking lots, trail-
heads and boat access sites.
Familiarize yourself with
state and local laws and ordi-
nances that might affect use
of public lands. Hunters and
anglers must adhere to hunt-
ing and fishing regulations.

For more information on
Wisconsin public lands and
for ways to connect with
nature, visit dnr.wiscon-
sin.gov.

Lottery
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Daily Pick 3          4-3-2 
Daily Pick 4         0-8-7-1
SuperCash    2-3-4-22-35-39
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5                1-9-18-24-29 

Halloween events planned
for Mukwonago’s 

Field Park
MUKWONAGO — Field

Park in Mukwonago will
get a little spookier on
Oct. 15-16 when the Rotary
Club of Mukwonago hosts
the 2021 Jack-O-Lantern
Jaunt and Halloween
Haunt.

The event will be held 6
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. both days
at the park, which is locat-
ed at highways NN and 83.

The admission cost is $2
for adults, $1 for children
12 and under, and free

admission for babies –
with additional donations
to support local projects
welcome.

For two nights, the paths
of the park will be lit up
by hundreds of carved
pumpkins. Local business-
es, groups, and organiza-
tions supply the jack-o’-
lanterns and create the
displays as a fun and inex-
pensive way to promote
themselves in the commu-
nity. Anyone is welcome to

bring carved pumpkins to
the park on Oct. 15 from 1
p.m. to 5 p.m. Tea lights
will be provided, but all
businesses and groups are
asked to set up their own
pumpkins. Displays
should include a sign with
the name of the business
or group. There is no fee to
set up a display, with the
only cost of participating
being the supplies used to
create a display. Those
wanting items from their
display must return to the
park at 9:30 p.m. on Satur-
day to gather them. Volun-
teers will dispose of any
pumpkins left behind.

Volunteers will also
transform the park’s
pavilion into a not-so-
haunted house, complete
with a story and cast of
characters. Each day at 7
p.m., a double feature of
quasi-horror films by
Christopher Mihm will be
shown in the park. This
year’s movie titles are
“The Phantom Lake Kids
in The Unseen Invasion”
and “The Phantom Lake
Kids in The Beast Walks
Among Us.”  Anyone want-
ing to see the movies is
asked to bring chairs.
Other event activities
include face painting,
games, crafts, and fun
photo opportunities. Food
and refreshments will be
available for purchase
from a local Girl Scout
troop as well as Scott’s
Dog House and Sugar
Spun Cotton Candy.

All proceeds from this
year’s Jaunt/Haunt will
stay in the Mukwonago
community to fund causes
supported by the Rotary
Club of Mukwonago, as
well as Life’s Connection.
Presenting sponsors of
this year’s event are the
Rotary Club of Mukwona-
go and Citizens Bank.

For more information
about the Jack-O-Lantern
Jaunt and Halloween
Haunt, visit www.jack-
olanternjaunt.com or the
Rotary Club of Mukwona-
go’s Facebook page.

Eli was originally available for adoption in Mississippi before
making his way to HAWS. He was transferred via Wings of
Rescue to make room for displaced pets after hurricane Ida.
Eli has wonderful in-home manners. He never barks, is fully
house-trained, is very well-behaved and doesn't mind his crate.
He loves to go for car rides! He's very laid back, snoozing most
of the day. He would prefer to cuddle with you and get belly
rubs. He especially likes his cheeks and neck rubbed! His
favorite treat is cheese.

The Humane Animal Welfare Society leads the community in
animal welfare and assures sanctuary for all animals in need.
Visiting and adopting hours are 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays, 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturdays and noon to 4 p.m. Sundays at HAWS,
701 Northview Road in Waukesha. For more information, call
HAWS at 262-542-8851 or log on to www.hawspets.org, where
you can see more adoptable pets.

Pet of the week
Humane Animal Welfare Society

WAUKESHA — The pub-
lic is invited to take part in
the Prairie Home Ceme-
tery Pet Walk fundraiser
this Saturday, organized by
the Friends of the Prairie
Home Cemetery. 

The event will be held to
honor the faithful Wauke-
sha-area K-9 officers by cre-
ating a final resting place
to memorialize their life’s
work.

The event will be held
from noon to 3 p.m. at 605 S.
Prairie Ave., Waukesha. 

Included will be games,
raffles, a walking tour and
a bake sale.

Prairie
Home

Cemetery
Pet Walk
fundraiser
Saturday

Have a news tip?
Tell us about it!

Contact Managing Editor
Katherine Beck at 262-

513-2644 or send an email
to news@conleynet.com.


