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By Derek Johnson
Special to The Freeman

DELAFIELD — While there’s no shortage of historical
buildings in Waukesha County, few continue to service the
community like St. John Chrysostom Episcopal Church,
which is celebrating its 170-year anniversary this year.

The church, at 1111 Genesee St., is one of the two oldest
buildings in Delafield. According to a press release, it was
founded in 1851 by R. Ralston Cox, who decided that Delafield
should have an Episcopal church. With the help of people

from community mem-
bers to an architect from
New York, the church
was built with a unique
“Carpenter Gothic”
architecture style on top
of a hill that overlooks
Nagawicka Lake and the
Bark River.

Many of Delafield’s
most prominent families
have been members of
the church and are
buried in the churchyard,
and almost two centuries
later, the building still
stands with only mini-
mal modifications. 

And despite its age, the
church is as dedicated to
helping its community as
it was in the 1850s. One of
the ways it does so is by
creating therapy blankets
for children at local hos-

pitals. For the past six years, longtime church member Karen
Laabs and a few other dedicated volunteers have made over
500 blankets in their spare time to help kids deal with the
stress of being at a hospital.

“It’s been a lot of fun and rewarding,” Laabs said.
In addition to making blankets, the church also holds occa-

sional food and clothing drives for area nonprofits, and hosts
lectures on the second Tuesday of every month at 2 p.m.
about a wide variety of historical topics.

“We try to develop the intellectual life,” said Rector Philip
Cunningham, who has led the church for the past seven years
and is a chaplain in the Wisconsin Air National Guard.

When combined with the church’s Sunday services that are
held at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., Cunningham said that the rough-
ly 50 families that are part of the church have become a tight
group that’s dedicated to carrying on the church’s traditions
and preserving its unique legacy.

“This is their church,” Cunningham said.
And for Melissa Eriksen, who has been part of the church

since she was a teen and is now one of its senior members,
the importance of that cannot be understated. 

“You just feel like you’re part of something bigger than
yourself,” she said.

WAUKESHA — The Wauke-
sha Public Library will host
An Evening on Mango Street
at the Waukesha Civic The-
atre on Wednesday as part of
their Waukesha Reads
events.

The current Waukesha
Reads Novel, “The House on
Mango Street,” is a 1984
novel by Mexican-American
author Sandra Cisneros.
The novel is structured as a
series of vignettes and tells
the story of a 12-year-old
Chicana girl growing up in
the Hispanic quarter of
Chicago.

According to the Wauke-
sha Public Library, the pub-
lic is invited to enjoy Mexi-
can tapas while perusing art
from La Casa de Esperanza
at 5 p.m. 

At 6 p.m. they can head

into the auditorium for
“Finding Home: A Wauke-
sha Reads Cabaret”, which
is inspired by “The House on
Mango Street”. The public
can settle back and go on a
journey to find home
through stories and songs
performed by Candace Deck-
er and Phil Smith.

At 7:15 p.m., a perfor-
mance from Milwaukee’s
Ballet Folklorico will take
place. The evening will
include trick roping stunts
and theatrical Mexican
dancers, lighting up the
stage with dazzling cos-
tumes and colorful depic-
tions of Mexico’s diverse
culture and folklore.

Free tickets can be picked
up at the Waukesha Civic
Theatre box office, 264 W.
Main St., Waukesha, at

waukeshacivictheatre.org,
or at the door. 

More information can be
found on
waukeshareads.org. Ques-
tions? Call 262-524-3682. The
Waukesha Public Library is
located at 321 Wisconsin
Ave., Waukesha. 
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DELAFIELD — As part of Delafield’s ongoing
parks and recreation plan, the city will be
reviewing a new plan to implement a number of
new bicycle and pedestrian facilities at a public
meeting next week.

According to a draft of the plan, the proposed
project will develop Delafield’s infrastructure
with new paved pedestrian trails that will be
separated from roads, bicycle lanes along roads

and paved multi-use trails. The new facilities
will be built over the coming years across the
entire city. 

A public meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday at Delafield City Hall, 500 Genesee
St., to give the public the chance to look over the
plan. 

According to a press release, following that
meeting, the Public Works Committee will con-
duct an in-depth review of the proposed facili-
ties, as well as comments from the public, to help
develop guidelines for the project in order to

make recommendations to the Delafield Com-
mon Council, which will then start the approval
process for the project. The city will also contin-
ue to review the plan annually to ensure that the
plan fits the needs of the community.

City Engineer Mike Court said that the actual
implementation of the new facilities will depend
on the city’s budget, but that this project has
been something the city has wanted to do for a
long time.  

“It’s been a budget item in the past,” Court
said.

More information about the project is avail-
able at https://www.cityofdelafield.com/, and
there is a copy of the plan available at the
Delafield City Hall. 
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The inside of the St. John Chrysostom Episcopal Church, which has unique architecture and was founded in 1851.

Four members of the
St. John Chrysostom
Episcopal Church,
including Shirley
Waite and Bruce
Robertson in the
back and Karen
Laabs and Pat Nowak
in the front, make
therapy blankets for
children at area
hospitals at one of
the church’s buildings
on Wednesday.
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Delafield to consider new bicycle and pedestrian facilities

St. John Chrysostom Episcopal Church celebrates 170 years
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The St. John Chrysostom Episcopal
Church, 1111 Genesee St. in
Delafield, which is celebrating its
170-year anniversary this year.

Will hold public meeting on Wednesday to discuss plans

Waukesha Public Library hosting 
An Evening on Mango Street


