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Friends of the Oconomowoc Library book sale, 4 p.m. to
8 p.m. Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Sun-
day, Oconomowoc Public Library, 200 South St.

“Dracula,” 7 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. Saturday and 2
p.m. Sunday, Oconomowoc Arts Center, 641 E. Forest St.,
Oconomowoc. www.theoac.net, 262-560-3172

Oktoberfest Root Beer Garden, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday,
Delafield Public Library, 500 Genesee St. Free.

Fresh Coast Jazz Festival Presents the Fall Affair, 2 p.m.
to 11 p.m. Saturday, Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts,
3270 Mitchell Park Drive, Brookfield.www.wilson-center.com

Waukesha Unlocked, events Saturday and Sunday,

throughout Waukesha. Event headquarters will be Wauke-
sha City Hall, 201 Delafield St., which will be open both
days from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. More than 60 businesses and
organizations will open their doors and provide access,
opportunities and behind-the-scenes tours.
https://bit.ly/2YfiKU1.

Special Movie Matinee, 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Muskego Pub-
lic Library, S73-W16663 Janesville Road. Free movie with
popcorn and soda. Showing “In The Heights” (PG-13).

Historical Bottle and Advertising Show, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Waukesha County Expo Center Forum Building
East Hall, 1000 Northview Road, Waukesha. Admission $5,
visit the website, www.wisantique.com, to save on admis-
sion. Children 12 and younger free with adult.
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WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Few 
showers
High 73 
Low 61

See complete forecast on 8A
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Daniel Craig
makes royal exit 
in ‘No Time to Die’
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KETTLE MORAINE 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WALES — The Kettle Moraine School District, like
many, has experienced declining enrollment in recent
years and is planning accordingly. 

At the Tuesday School Board meeting, Chief Finan-
cial Officer John Stellmacher said the trend has been
taking place since about 2009. Kettle Moraine had 4,389
students in 2010 compared to 3,568 now. 

One of the factors spurring the demographic trends
are simply fewer students coming in than graduating.
KM saw 201 incoming kindergarten students this year
following 337 graduates in the class of 2020. 

“All things being equal, that’s a drop of (about) 130
students,” Stellmacher said, though he added when the
factors are considered, the net reduction compared to
last year is 51 students, not 130. 

One dynamic working in the district’s favor is signif-
icantly more students open-enrolling into the district
than out, and it appears to be attracting more each
year. KM saw 539 students open enroll in this year — up
from 530 last year — compared to 244 open-enrolling
out. 

KM is not alone in experiencing demographic diffi-
culties around enrollment. Earlier this year, Arrow-
head Superintendent Laura Myrah told The Freeman
the district has seen an enrollment decline on average
of about 30 students per year over the last several
years. She said one thing driving that is fewer homes
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WASHINGTON (THE CEN-
TER SQUARE) — Senate
Republican Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., said
Wednesday afternoon that
Republicans will allow
Democrats a temporary
reprieve by helping push
back the debt ceiling deadline
until December. This will
give Democrats more time to
pass a budget measure to
avoid the major economic
fallout of defaulting on feder-
al debt payments.

“To protect the American
people from a near-term
Democrat-created crisis, we
will also allow Democrats to
use normal procedures to

pass an emergency debt limit
extension at a fixed dollar
amount to cover current
spending levels into Decem-
ber,” he said.

McConnell made the offer
shortly before Republicans
were prepared to block legis-
lation to suspend the debt
limit until December of next
year and as President Joe
Biden and business leaders
ramped up their concerns
that an unprecedented feder-
al default would disrupt gov-
ernment payments to mil-
lions of people and throw the
nation into recession.  

A procedural vote — on the
longer extension the Republi-

cans were going to block —
was abruptly delayed late
Wednesday and the Senate
recessed so lawmakers could
discuss next steps.
Democrats emerged from
their meeting more opti-
mistic that a crisis would be
averted. 

‘‘Basically, I’m glad that
Mitch McConnell finally saw
the light,” said Sen. Bernie
Sanders, the independent
senator from Vermont. The
Republicans ‘‘have finally
done the right thing and at
least we now have another
couple months in order to get
a permanent solution.’’ 

Sen. Chris Murphy, D-

Conn., added that, assuming
final details in the emergency
legislation are in order, ‘‘for
the next three months, we’ll
continue to make it clear that
we are ready to continue to
vote to pay our bills and
Republicans aren’t.’’ 

McConnell portrayed the
situation very differently. 

“This will moot Democrats’
excuses about the time
crunch they created and give
the unified Democratic gov-
ernment more than enough
time to pass standalone debt
limit legislation through rec-
onciliation,” he said.

Submitted photo

From left, Kettle Moraine Superintendent Stephen Plum
speaks at the Tuesday School Board meeting as School
Board President Gary Vose looks on.

See ANALYSIS, PAGE 8A

McConnell allows temporary debt ceiling suspension

Derek Johnson/Special to The Freeman

WAUKESHA — Members of Ballet Folklorico Nacional de Milwaukee perform a traditional Mexican dance during “A Night on
Mango Street” at Waukesha Civic Theatre on Wednesday night. About 100 people gathered at the theatre, 264 W. Main St., to enjoy
a presentation celebrating Latino culture. At the event, there was a performance by Ballet Folklorico Nacional de Milwaukee, a
cabernet inspired by the book “The House on Mango Street” and tapas from La Casa de Esperanza. The night was presented by
the Waukesha Reads program, which is organized by the Waukesha Public Library, and there will be another cultural presentation
about Latinos in the Midwest held at the Carroll University Campus Center on October 19 at 6:30 p.m.

A NIGHT AT THE THEATRE

Members of Ballet Folklorico Nacional de Milwaukee, a Milwaukee-based dance group that focuses on traditional Mexican dances,
perform at Waukesha Civic Theatre on Wednesday.

Phil Smith performs a song at Waukesha Civic Theatre during
“A Night on Mango Street” on Wednesday.

Candace Decker performs a song inspired by the book “The
House on Mango Street,” which tells the story of a Latina
woman’s life in Chicago, at Waukesha Civic Theatre on Wednes-
day night.

Congress foresees short-term debt fix amid perilous standoff

See DEBT, PAGE 8A

Associated Press

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., is surrounded
by journalists as he walks to the Senate Chamber for a vote as
Democrats look for a way to lift the debt limit without Republi-
can votes, at the Capitol in Washington on Wednesday.


