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Eisenhower students win
robotics competition

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

NEW BERLIN — A trio of
New Berlin Eisenhower
High School students won a
recent robotics competition
this month, netting a new
robot for their school in the
process. 

At Wisconsin State Fair
Park, juniors Caden
Schmear and Aren Schiek
and sophomore Jack Klein
put their individual skills
together at the second-ever
Team Robotics Competition,
the only industrial robotics
competition in Wisconsin.
The competition took place
from Oct. 5-7 at the Wiscon-
sin Manufacturing & Tech-
nology Show. 

The three-member team
were given three hours to
complete a set of tasks on a
FANUC robotic arm. “I
think it’s just because we
were perfectionists,” Klein
said, on why he thinks
Eisenhower’s team came out
on top. 

Schiek pointed out that
while they didn’t actually
finish all the tasks set before
them, they “had extremely
high quality documenta-
tion,” and that was a major
factor in how teams were
assessed. 

The team didn’t know for
sure they’d be winning their
school a robot, but they’d
heard something big was on
the line. “It’ll be nice that
people now at the school will
get to use (it),” Schmear
said. 

Eisenhower technology
education teacher Dana
McLaren said the new robot,
a FANUC M-1iA four-axis,
will open educational possi-
bilities for the school and it’s
generated more enthusiasm
for robotics among students. 

“It’s just kind of sparked
an interest in kids,”
McLaren said, adding kids
are already scheduling time
to spend with simulators
and robots. 

“It’s very high speed and
high precision,” Schiek said
of the school’s prize, which

hasn’t yet arrived but is
expected to prompt a big
occasion when it does. 

The Eisenhower team
members’ skills proved com-
plementary in the competi-
tion and its lead-up.
Schmear particularly likes
the programming and elec-
trical wiring aspects of
robotics, while Schiek
enjoys the mechanical
aspects and Klein is enthusi-
astic for all things comput-
ers. 

The competition, which
was sponsored by Mequon-
based LAB Midwest LLC,
emphasizes an authentic
industrial experience.
“They’re tasked with a chal-
lenge that mimics a project
they’d see in industry; they
have to utilize hard and soft
skills to work as a team, go
through the full process of
program planning, write the
program and optimize it;
and they’re working with
the same programs and
teach pendants they’d see on
much larger robots in the
workforce,” said LAB Mid-
west’s Melissa Martin, in a
statement. 

Rather then build their
own robots, teams found
themselves working on the

kind one might find at a cut-
ting-edge manufacturer.
“This robot would be found
in real industry being used
in factories,” Schiek said. 

Looking ahead, the skills
each of the three Eisenhow-
er students have picked up
look to be paving the way for
their future endeavors.
While he’s not entirely sure
on a specific major yet,
Schmear said he knows he
wants to study something
related to physical science
after high school. Schiek is
currently taking courses at
Waukesha County Technical
College in addition to his
high school curriculum and
plans to study robotics engi-
neering at the University of
Wisconsin-Platteville. Klein
plans to spend his last two
years in high school accru-
ing early college credits,
then go on to Milwaukee
School of Engineering to
study computer engineer-
ing. 

Even after the trio is gone,
however, their impact on
their alma mater will be felt
for years to come in the pos-
sibilities they’ve opened up
for others. 

“We left a little mark on
the school,” Klein said. 

NEW BERLIN SCHOOL DISTRICT

School receives
robot as reward 
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From top, New Berlin Eisenhower students Caden Schmear,
Aren Schiek and Jack Klein tinker with a FANUC robotic arm
at the second-ever FANUC robot competition, which they
won.

Waukesha man sentenced to
prison for attempted homicide

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Wauke-
sha man who choked a
woman and threatened to
kill her in April 2020 was
sentenced Wednesday to
serve 15 years in prison.

James Swift, 48, also was
ordered by Circuit Court
Judge Laura F. Lau to serve
10 years of extended super-
vision after his prison term.
Swift was convicted follow-
ing a trial in September.
Lau also imposed a three-
year prison term and five
years of supervision in a
separate case where Swift
was convicted of intimidat-
ing a victim; that sentence
will be served at the same
time as the first, online
court records show.

Defense attorney Pablo
Galaviz did not return
phone calls seeking com-
ment on Wednesday and
Thursday.

Swift was charged after
an April 27, 2020, incident in
the 200 block of West
Newhall Avenue. A crimi-
nal complaint said a police
officer dispatched to the
area arrived to see Swift
leaning over a woman on
the stoop of an apartment
building, with his hands
around the woman’s neck,
pushing her head up and
down onto the ground. The
officer handcuffed Swift
without a problem. The offi-
cer reported smelling the
odor of intoxicants on
Swift, and said Swift mum-
bled that the woman was
trying to get him to kill
someone. The woman
reported Swift was trying to
kill her and she could not
breathe, the complaint said.

A neighbor reported hear-
ing the woman scream for
someone to call for 911, and
the man’s voice saying
“You’re going to die” sever-
al times, the complaint said.
That neighbor said she and

her husband saw Swift
choking the woman, it
added.

The woman told police
she and Swift were with a
friend of his she didn’t
know, and she didn’t want
to be with the friend, believ-
ing the friend shouldn’t
have been drinking, the
complaint said. When the
woman said she was going
to call police because she
didn’t want to get into trou-
ble, they began arguing. 

As she stopped to rest on
an apartment stoop on
Newhall Avenue, the
woman said Swift took a
tree branch and jabbed her
in the neck. She tried to
take the branch from Swift,
but a piece of it broke off
and lodged in her throat,
the complaint said. Swift
then began choking the
woman with both hands,
cutting off her breathing,
and said, “I’m going to kill
you” several times, the com-
plaint said.

WAUKESHA — Members
of the Waukesha communi-
ty who are participating in
the 2021 Waukesha Reads
program now have the
opportunity to join a virtual
conversation with the
author of “The House on
Mango Street.”

The Waukesha Public
Library and Generac
announced they are hosting
“A Virtual Conversation
with Sandra Cisneros” on
Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. live on
Zoom. 

Community members are

encouraged to get their
questions ready and join
the Waukesha Public
Library for the event.

“The House on Mango
Street” is the selected 2021
Waukesha Reads title. Cis-
neros is an award-winning
novelist, poet, essayist and
short-story writer. She will
answer questions on the
novel, her writing process
and her life.

“The House on Mango
Street,” first published in
1984, won the Before Colum-
bus Foundation’s American

Book Award in 1985 and is
required reading in middle
schools, high schools and
universities across the
country. It has sold over six
million copies since its ini-
tial publication and has
been translated into over
twenty languages.

Please register in advance
on WaukeshaReads.org to
receive the Zoom connec-
tion information. Those
with questions are asked to
call 262-524-3682. The
Waukesha Public Library is
at 321 Wisconsin Ave.

Community invited to discussion 
with Waukesha Reads author

Waukesha Christmas tree lighting,
parade scheduled

WAUKESHA — This
year’s Annual Waukesha
Christmas Tree Lighting
and Christmas Parade

events have been scheduled.
The Christmas Tree

Lighting will take place
Nov. 19 with ceremonies

beginning at 5:30 p.m. The
58th Annual Christmas
Parade will take place from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. on Nov. 21.

Western Lakes Fire District
reveals new drone technology

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

OCONOMOWOC — The
Western Lakes Fire District
announced Thursday that
they are using new technolo-
gy — donated drones —
which will provide poten-
tially life-saving services
when responding to various
emergencies in the commu-
nity.

Since receiving the tech-
nology in March, Deputy
Fire Chief & Lead Pilot Brad
Ingersoll said they’ve
already used them in a vari-
ety of situations, including
flying one for approximately
six hours during the
Roundy’s warehouse shoot-
ing in Oconomowoc in
March. 

The department has also
helped fight wild grass fires,
helping fire crews on the
ground locate fires that they
were unable to see.

At a Thursday press con-
ference, Ingersoll said the
district is excited to finally
formally launch their Small
Unmanned Aircraft System
Aviation Program. The pro-
gram is teamed with five cer-
tified pilots within the
department.

The fire department was
able to receive the drone sys-
tems, totaling nearly $30,000,
through community dona-
tions. The smaller of the two
drones is used as a trainer. It
can be flown indoors —
potentially assisting police
during emergencies such as
a building collapse.

The large drone is one of
the most enhanced avail-
able, with a camera that
allows the department to
discern license plates from
two miles away. The camera
also has thermal imaging,

allowing the department to
locate people in both the
dark and daytime, assisting
the department’s searches
for missing people.

The drone can also assist
the fire department in water
rescue missions. The drone
has a “drop system,” with
which it drop buoys and life
vests into the water. The
camera can also help the
department see up to 20 feet
under water.

Footage from both drones
can be captured in live time
and shared through a live
link. The footage would be
shared live with other
departments or law enforce-
ment in emergencies, allow-
ing people at the scene to be
aware of what’s going on.

Ingersoll said the large
drone is one of four of its

kind in the state, joining
those of the Waukesha
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Waukesha Police
Department and the Green
Bay Fire Department —
which they are helping to
train.

The drone can also fly
autonomously to GPS coor-
dinates, allowing the depart-
ment to save time.

“We see in emergency ser-
vices all the time that time
makes a difference, so the
faster that we can get some-
body there to help, the better
that the situation is going to
be,” Ingersoll said.

Department
training with
drones since

March, assist in
emergencies

Nikki Brahm/Freeman Staff

One of the two drones that the Western Lakes Fire Department
has been using since March.
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Deputy Fire Chief & Lead Pilot Brad Ingersoll demonstrates
how real-time footage is gathered by one of the new drones.

Watch a video of the Western
Lakes Fire Department using
the drone at
https://bit.ly/3G6i44O.

Rep. Dittrich to honor Western Lakes
fire chief as First Responder of the Year 
OCONOMOWOC — State

Rep. Barbara Dittrich, R-
Oconomowoc, has named
Western Lakes Fire District
Chief Bradley Bowen as the
First Responder of the Year
for the 38th Assembly Dis-
trict. 

According to the press
release issued by Dittrich’s
office, Bowen devoted him-
self to combating the
COVID-19 pandemic in an
exemplary display of leader-
ship, securing doses of the
vaccine with little to no
assistance from state agen-

cies in order to inoculate
first responders and mem-
bers of the public across
both Waukesha and Jeffer-
son counties. 

“I am so very proud to pre-
sent this award to Chief
Brad Bowen as our First
Responder of the Year,” Dit-
trich said in a statement.
“We are all extremely grate-
ful for his service. He is a
shining example of our ded-
icated first responder com-
munity not just in
Oconomowoc but in the 38th
Assembly District and

throughout our entire
state.”

Chief Brad Bowen and the
Western Lakes Fire District
serve the towns of Aship-
pun, Concord, Merton,
Oconomowoc, Ottawa and
Sullivan, the city of
Oconomowoc, and the vil-
lages of Dousman, Lac La
Belle, Sullivan and Summit.

The Wisconsin State
Assembly will honor 99 first
responders from various
Assembly districts on the
Assembly floor during the
legislative session Oct. 26.

Milwaukee Pat’s Rib Place
grand opening today

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

MILWAUKEE — The
Waukesha-based Pat’s Rib
Place is opening the doors of
their second location today
in the Milwaukee Public
Market.

Business owners Alisha
and Tydus Hayes announced
they were opening the sec-
ond location in April. They
opened the Waukesha loca-
tion at 151 E. Sunset Drive in
2009, deciding to work for
themselves after the 2008
Recession. The black-owned
restaurant is named after
Alisha’s mother, who loved to
make ribs.

Alisha is also the niece of
Oprah Winfrey, and the busi-
ness saw publicity over the
Christmas season when the
business’s sauces were fea-
tured in the 2020 issue of
Oprah’s Favorite Things list.

The business owners
announced they had a soft
opening at the new location
on Thursday. 

The Milwaukee Public
Market shared in a news
release some of the busi-
ness’s best selections,
include their signature
smoked barbecue ribs, chick-
en wings, beef brisket,
sauces and more.

Pat’s Rib Place will operate
roughly 600 square feet of
space inside the public mar-
ket, located between West

Allis Cheese & Sausage and
St. Paul Fish Company. Pat’s
meats are smoked daily and
often served with homemade
sauces, which will also be
sold by the jar at the market
location. Other offerings at
the market will include
pulled pork, smoked pastra-
mi, corned beef and an array
of sides such as cornbread,
smoked baked beans and
homemade coleslaw. The
public market location will
be their first and only loca-
tion in Milwaukee.

Hayes previously told The
Freeman that the Milwaukee
Public Market reached out to
the business about expand-
ing and it seemed like a good
thing to do. Hayes said she

feels Pat’s Rib Place will be a
great addition to the market
and said the food is already
very diverse, but the missing
element is “some good ol’
fashioned barbecue.”

The Milwaukee location
will be open during the mar-
ket’s general operating hours
and will begin food service
each day at 11 a.m.

Waukesha 
Recently, Pat’s Rib Place

announced on their Wauke-
sha Facebook page that they
had to temporarily close the
Waukesha location as of Oct.
17 due to staffing issues.

For updates on the reopen-
ing, visit www.facebook.
com/PatsribWaukesha.

Waukesha business brings barbecue downtown
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Pat’s Rib Place is opening in the Milwaukee Public Market
today.


