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A recent column predicted what we are seeing right
now: proposed data centers popping up all over the
place and significant local opposition based on some
of the complications that come with them.

This needs to be straightened out.
The big problem here is the total absence of leader-

ship from the Wisconsin governor’s office where dod-
dering old Tony Evers holds the titular role of “gover-
nor” but is a lame duck and has already checked out
mentally. His staff ? It’s figuring out who to back in the
Democrat primary (all that dissing of Sara Rodriguez
is coming back to haunt some of them) and not at all
focused on actual governing. 

The result is data center proposals are developed in
utter secret, announced with warp speed and go to
local communities for final approval in less than a
month. The strategy is easy to understand: Get them
approved before the opposition has time to even form.
This seems to have worked in Ozaukee County where
a giant data center is planned in Port Washington.
And it was easy to pull off in southern Racine County
because Microsoft’s site was already cleared for the
abandoned Foxconn complex. But everywhere else?
Caledonia, we have a problem.

Microsoft’s planned data center in northern Racine
County (not the Foxconn site in southern Racine
County) blew up as quickly as it was announced. It
was planned for a portion of Caledonia that is east of
Interstate 94. There’s a power plant almost across the
street so the initial thought was that residents would-
n’t mind, given that the one thing that demands even

more power lines, water and infras-
tructure than a data center is a
power plant. But the locals objected
and Microsoft essentially said: “OK,
you ingrates, if you don’t want hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
investment and hundreds of high-
paying jobs, we’ll take our data cen-
ter ball and play somewhere else.”

That’s the rub. Where is the some-
where else?

If Wisconsin doesn’t get its act
together, the data centers are going
to end up in Texas or some other
place that recognizes that without
economic development, you die. The
data centers are the new Industrial
Revolution. The rapid growth of
artificial intelligence, cryptocurren-
cies, cloud storage (where do you
think all those photos and videos on
your iPhone are?) and other tech
advancements has created the need

for massive data which has to be stored somewhere.
As industries go, data centers are mostly great.

There is zero pollution. The jobs are high-paying. The
land footprint is huge meaning the property tax pay-
ments are massive windfalls for local budgets. But:
There is also the need for massive amounts of electric-
ity. The centers use lots of water (one of the reasons
many local sites proposed so far are near Lake Michi-
gan) and the traffic from all the employees, delivery
trucks, etc., is pretty overwhelming for areas that used
to be pretty much empty.

If you live 5 miles from one of these sites, it’s all
good. Next door? Not so much. And then there’s the
grid. All these centers that use all that electricity
require high-voltage power lines to get the electricity
from the generating plant. These lines freak a lot of
people out. 

On the other hand, the data centers are not unattrac-
tive. They are not as unsightly as the brutally ugly
wind farms that are raping our countrysides. They are
clean-looking properties and their owners are certain
to gussy them up with gorgeous landscaping.

Wisconsin missed out entirely on the first two tech
revolutions. California’s Silicon Valley and the
Microsoft/Amazon hubs in Seattle stole the first wave.
The second one is in Texas where tech giants like
Tesla have fled to avoid California and its increasing
hell-holedness. (Not a word, I know, but one that’s
needed.)

The third wave is the data centers. They will be
somewhere because the tech demands it. Wisconsin
has the potential to cash in in a way that is transfor-
mative. But the early backlash caused by lack of plan-
ning and a governor’s office that doesn’t seem to exist
may lead the tech companies to look for friendlier
states.

So where can we put these data centers? I have
ideas. Milwaukee’s Northridge site has been empty
blight for two decades. It’s close to hundreds of thou-
sands of potential employees and it’s not far from the
freeway. But this would require vision and Milwau-
kee’s mayor has none, the county executive is too busy
running for governor to govern his county and the
governor’s office, as stated above, is essentially
vacant. The former nuke plant site near Sheboygan
also makes sense, unless it is resurrected as a new
plant. 

There is indeed land out there that has a history of
downsides in which a data center is actually a giant
improvement. Someone in government needs to work
with the tech companies to link these sites with future
data centers. The alternative is that we miss out again
and our Rust Belt decay mirrors that of Illinois.

(Mark Belling is the host of a podcast and a longtime
former Milwaukee radio talk show host.)

Library thriving 
with help from Friends

To the editor: 
Next week, October 19-25, marks the 20th annual Nation-

al Friends of Libraries Week. 
This is the perfect time to recognize the generous sup-

port Waukesha Public Library receives from its Board of
Trustees, Public Art Committee, and the Friends of the
Library. Whether they’re fundraising, volunteering, or
enhancing our public art collection, these groups make
meaningful contributions that enrich the library experi-
ence for everyone who walks through our doors. Their ded-
ication makes our library a better place for the entire com-
munity. 

We’re especially proud of the strong tradition of commu-
nity support that shapes our library. This year, the Public
Art Committee celebrated its 20th anniversary, and the
Friends of Waukesha Public Library commemorated 61
years of service. Thanks to their unwavering commitment,
the library remains a true gem in downtown Waukesha. 

If you’re interested in joining the Friends of Waukesha
Public Library, please call 262-524-3694 or visit Waukesha-
PublicLibrary.org/friends. New members are always wel-
come. On behalf of the library staff and our community,
thank you to our Friends! 

Bruce Gay 
Director

Waukesha Public Library

Safe streets require stable homes, 
not myths about homelessness

To the editor:
State Rep. Scott Allen, R-Waukesha, in response to Presi-

dent Trump’s recent executive order on homelessness,
argued:

“Public safety should always be the priority. Over the
last several decades, we’ve thrown billions at programs
that treat symptoms while ignoring the root causes of
homelessness, like untreated mental health issues and
rampant drug abuse. … Thriving businesses and economic
growth can’t occur without safe streets. It is time to stop
repeating the same mistakes and expecting progress.”

Allen’s words echo a common narrative, but they misdi-

agnose the problem. The primary driver of homelessness
is not addiction or untreated mental illness — it is the lack
of affordable housing.

Here in Waukesha County, the median home price has
risen above $350,000. Rents continue to climb faster than
wages, and a minimum-wage worker would need to work
nearly 90 hours a week to afford a modest two-bedroom
apartment. When housing costs outpace incomes, even
minor setbacks can leave families without a roof over
their heads.

Mental health and substance use challenges do affect
some unhoused neighbors, but those struggles are wors-
ened by the trauma of homelessness. That’s why “housing
first” models — which prioritize stable housing before
treatment requirements — consistently reduce homeless-
ness and save taxpayers money. Family Promise of Wauke-
sha County, for example, helped 88 families avoid home-
lessness last year at an average cost of just $700 per house-
hold, with 98% remaining stably housed.

Public safety and thriving communities do not come
from blaming individuals or pushing people out of sight.
They come from investing in affordable housing, eviction
prevention, and access to health care. If dignity is the goal,
then stability — not stigma — must be the starting point.

SOPHIA Housing Justice Task Force
Betty Groenewold
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Christine Schneider
Town of Brookfield

The disappearing act of Republi-
can congressmen continues. Their
town halls, once a standard practice
for staying in touch with their con-
stituents, have become a rare occur-
rence in the face of in-your-face
protests.

A case in point is the recent
stealthy appearance of Republican
Rep. Scott Fitzgerald two Mondays
ago at the American Legion Post on
Park Avenue in West Bend. The con-
gressman slipped quietly into town
for what his staff called a “closed
meeting” with members of the post.
Only invitees were supposed to be
there.

But the word leaked, and 34
protesters hurriedly organized by
the West Bend Chapter of Indivisi-
ble, a national anti-Trump organiza-
tion, showed up at the corner of
North Main Street and Park Avenue.
Some yelled “Shame” as Fitzgerald’s
car pulled into the blocked-off park-
ing lot in front of the post. His driv-
er hurried past them to the rear of
the lot and Fitzgerald slipped into
the back door of the post. 

Once inside, the congressman took
questions from 14 members of the
Post, all wearing their Legion’s vet-
erans caps. Almost all the questions
and comments were about veterans’
benefits, primarily about the pluses
and minuses of their treatment at
Veterans Administration hospitals
in the region. One member offered
to drive other veterans who didn’t
have available transportation for
trips to the VA hospitals.

I entered the front door as a veter-
an journalist and a veteran Marine
wearing my USMC cap. Two of
Fitzgerald’s staffers asked me to
leave because I was not a Legion
member and therefore was not invit-

ed. I responded that the congress-
man should want his views known
to a broader audience. They insisted
I leave. They asked for me press cre-
dentials, which I retrieved from my
car, and I asked them to ask the con-
gressman if I could stay. That did
the trick. I sat in the back and lis-
tened for an hour.

The only broad issue came up
when one veteran asked about the
effects from the congressional shut-
down on parts of the federal govern-
ment, including the VA.

“It’s easy to go into a shutdown,”
Fitzgerald said, “but hard to come
out of it.

“I’m not sure where this ends,” he
said. “It’s not a good place where we
are.”

The protesters out front were gone
when the Legion meeting ended
after an hour of dialogue.

I asked the two staffers if the con-
gressman wanted to do a one-on-one
interview from a veteran. They
declined, saying Fitzgerald was on a
tight schedule. My invitation for
such an interview with the congress-
man remains open.

As President Trump’s approval
rating continues to fall — down a
dozen points from about 52% after
inauguration to an average across
all polls of about 40% of late —
there are more and more Americans
in different segments of our society
who have become turned off by
administration policies. That means

more protests of Republican leader-
ship.

Segments where the president is
losing support include: Catholics led
by Pope Leo of Chicago confronting
him on his immigration policies;
veterans who want a stronger stance
against Putin in Ukraine; citizens
alarmed about their potential loss of
Medicaid and Obamacare subsidies;
farmers who can’t sell their soy-
beans to China because of punitive
tariff retaliation; business people
watching their sales fall because of
tariff uncertainty; consumers pay-
ing higher prices at grocery and
department stores; conservationists
witnessing environmental budget
cuts; universities facing attacks and
research funding cuts; citizens and
government employees who disagree
with the heavy-handed cuts to gov-
ernment funding, and state and local
officials who object to military inva-
sions of their cities.

A good portion of the president’s
disapproval has turned into disgust,
often labeled “strongly disagree” in
the polls.

That level of opposition will show
up again in West Bend at a nonvio-
lent protest planned by Indivisible
for 1 p.m. Saturday at public areas
outside the Washington County
Courthouse on East Washington
Street. The organizers of the event,
including the West Bend chapter, are
hoping to exceed the crowd of 900
that protested at the south side of
town last June.

It will be one of almost 2,500 ral-
lies across all 50 states.

(John Torinus is retired CEO of
Serigraph Inc. in West Bend and
blogs regularly at
www.johntorinus.com.)
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Somebody needs 
to find better sites 
for the data centers
If only Wisconsin had a governor … 

“The time to repair the roof 
is when the sun is shining.” 

— John F. Kennedy

TODAY’S INSPIRATION

Republican congressmen still in hiding 
Low approval ratings for Trump leads to GOP reps’ low profile at home 
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If  Wisconsin
doesn’t get its
act together,

the data 
centers are
going to end

up in Texas or
some other
place that 
recognizes

that without
economic

development,
you die.


