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Wisconsin Philharmonic presents “Superheroes!”, 7:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. today, Oconomowoc Arts Center, 641 E. For-
est St., Oconomowoc. The annual Spring Pops Family Concert
offers a heroic musical adventure celebrating DC and Marvel
Comics, and Star Wars. https://www.oasd.k12.wi.us/artscenter/

St. John Neumann Fish Fry, 5 p.m. Friday, 2400 Les Paul
Parkway, Waukesha. $15 per meal. Drive-thru in lower level.

Novel Finds Library Rummage Sale, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday
(open to Friends of the Library), and 9 a.m. to noon Saturday,
New Berlin Public Library, 15105 W. Library Lane. Also a free
house plant swap. Not your typical library book sale: paintings,
teapots, lost and found items which have never found their
home, items removed from the Library of Things collection,

electronics, furniture, and so much more. The Library Gift Shop
is also purging some of their inventory for the sale. Bring your
own bag.

Puppy Tales, 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Pewaukee Public
Library, 210 Main St. Read to a dog. No registration required.

Friends of HAWS media sale, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday and
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, HAWS, 701 Northview Road, Wauke-
sha. Books, CDs, DVDs, video games, board games, puzzles
and more. $25 bag sale Sunday.

8th Annual Soup Cook Off, 1 p.m. Saturday, American Legion
Post 294 Auxiliary, 231 Goodwin Ave., Hartland. Bar opens at
noon, soup judging at 1 p.m.

Hello Saturday!, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Saturday, Waukesha Pub-
lic Library, 321 Wisconsin Ave. Kids’ Yoga (bring a mat or
towel).

The Beat Goes On — Cher Tribute Show, 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oconomowoc Arts Center, 641 E. Forest St.,
Oconomowoc. https://www.oasd.k12.wi.us/artscenter/

St. Joseph 180th Celebration, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, St.
Joseph Catholic Church gym off Martin Street, 822 N. East
Ave., Waukesha. Come join in a fun celebration with historical
information and social time. Please bring a dish to pass, this
can be your ethnic favorite.

Fun Things To Do This Weekend
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Revaluation
happening in
spring on all

properties 
in Waukesha 

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

WAUKESHA — This spring, the City of
Waukesha’s Assessor's Office will conduct
a comprehensive revaluation of all prop-
erties in the city. The office will review
fair market data for each property to
determine its assessed value. At the end of
April, a letter will be mailed to all proper-
ties that have a change in assessment.

Samuel Walker, the assessor for the city,
said the big question he hears is why is the
city doing this when it seems like one was
just completed. Walker said the last city-
wide revaluation in Waukesha took place
in April 2023.

“I know for us, it feels like we just did it,
even though it was back in 2023. Histori-
cally, before I came on board, it was done
every two years just to stay on top of the
market and to make sure we stayed in
compliance,” Walker said.

When Walker started in the Assessor’s
Office in 2020, the city was slated to do a
revaluation in 2021. Software issues in the
city’s system prevented Walker from com-
pleting the work. Walker could not calcu-
late justifiable numbers. He spoke with
then City Administrator Kevin Lahner at
the time and the decision was made to
skip over it that year to get the right soft-
ware. 

“That is why we skipped in 2021, so
when we did the revaluation in 2023, we
had to make up for four years’ worth of
market and when we did, it was just
crazy,” he said. 

When asked if the pandemic had an
impact, Walker said he still isn’t fully sure
why it happened that way. 

“I’ve been doing this 20 years, I’ve never
seen a market like this. I went through the
bubble burst in 2006-2008. I thought that
was going to be the most interesting time
in my career. Then this happened. I still to
this day don’t fully understand how or
why. I know interest rates were great, but
that is the only thing I can think of,” he
said

Up through 2023, when a house went on
the market it was selling within a week,
according to the city assessor. People were
asking $30,000-$50,000 over the asking
price and removing contingencies for
appraisals and inspections. 

See ASSESSOR, PAGE 3A

City assessor explains why
a revaluation is happening

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — The teenager who was
arrested in Kansas last month after the
discovery of his parents’ bodies in their
Village of Waukesha home made his first
appearance in a Wisconsin court on
Wednesday, where he saw cash bail set at
$250,000.

Nikita Casap, 17, is charged with oper-
ating an auto without consent and theft of
property after he allegedly took his step-
father’s Volkswagen Atlas  and .357 Mag-
num gun without consent from his par-
ents’ home last month. He was arrested in
Kansas later the same day authorities
found the bodies of his mother, Tatiana
Casap, 35, and stepfather, Donald Mayer,
51, inside their Cider Hills Drive home. 

In court Wednesday, District Attorney
Lesli Boese said Tatiana Casap’s body had
at least three gunshot wounds, one close
to her neck, while Mayer had been shot in
the back of the head. She said investiga-
tors believed they were killed on or about

Feb. 11, which means
Casap had lived in the
residence with the bod-
ies of his parents until
at least Feb. 23, when a
neighbor reported see-
ing Casap driving his
stepfather’s Volkswa-
gen.

Casap has not been
charged with their
deaths, but Boese said
that may change soon.

“Certainly, the defendant will be
charged with two counts of first-degree
intentional homicide in the very near
future. I am just waiting for a couple
reports to come back,” Boese said.

Boese said Casap was found with
$14,000 in cash on him, and had made 12
transactions at a Bitcoin machine. She
said Casap had been communicating via
an app in Russian or Romanian, and the
FBI helped to translate what was said.

Defense attorney Nicole Ostrowski
made an oral motion to dismiss the case
because she said the criminal complaint

does not adequately lay out the basis for
assuming the car and gun were taken
without consent. She argued for bail to
remain set at $100,000 at most, saying he
hasn’t been able to raise that. She said
Casap is facing charges of operating an
auto without consent and theft of proper-
ty, and those counts alone do not warrant
an increase in bail.

But Court Commissioner Christopher
Bailey said a “reasonable inference”
leads one to believe Casap stole the car
and gun without consent. He added the
facts that Casap drove several states away
and was found with a large amount of
cash, and had been communicating with
someone to try to get different license
plates on his car, indicated he did not
intend to return to Wisconsin, making
him a flight risk. 

Casap is due to return to court March
24.

The Sheriff’s Department is still look-
ing for people who may have information
about the case. Call 262-548-7128 if you can
provide information.

Bail set at $250,000 for teen
whose parents were found dead

Homicide charges likely in very near future, D.A. says
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Nikita Casap is led into court Wednesday to face charges he stole his stepfather’s car and .357 Magnum last month. Casap was arrested in
Kansas on Feb. 28, the same day investigators here discovered the bodies of his mother, Tatiana Casap, and stepfather, Donald Mayer, in
their home on Cider Hills Drive in the Village of Waukesha. Casap has not been charged with their deaths, but District Attorney Lesli Boese
said that may happen soon.
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